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PREFACE 



From time to time, ever since the death of my ^und- 
f ither, iiKjiiiries have been made of the family regarding 
tiie chief facts nf his hfe and work^ and several biographi- 
cal notices h;ive appeared. 

Siuce the death of his immediate descendants left the 
&iiuly papers to the care of my mother, and especially since 
the enUigement of the State House in Boston led to a 
search for the architect's original plans, I have become 
gradually familiar with their contents, and hare believed 
that material existed for a more complete and permanent 
memorial. 

My grandfather was not only a builder with wood and 
stone. For twenty years, as chairman of the selectmen, he 
stood at die head of the town government of Boston, called 

by Henry Cabot Lodge the most famons municipal organi- 
zation of America," and contributed lils share towards 
moulding its character and institutions, so that an historic 
interest, apart from his artistic career, attaches to his name. 
Senator George F. Hoar lias written, in an address deliv- 
ered before the Worcester Fire Society in 1803 : If the 
artist who fashions a great statue, or who paints a great 
picture, leave behind him an enviahle fame and a fragrant 
memory, surely the men who have helped fashion and adorn 
a great city, who have laid its foundations and builded its 
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walls, who have given it its character and guided the cur- 
rents o£ its histoxy, who have made Boston Boston and 
Worcester Worcester, have a far better title to grateful 
remembranee." 

In the preparation of this volnme I have made use of a 
narrative written by my father, Rev. S. G. Bulfinch, twenly* 
five years ago, at the request of the Boston Society of 
Architectsy and published in the " Daily Advertiser " of 
February 20, 1869, under the title, « Our First Arcliitect ; '* 
and also of the papers lefening to my graiidfutlier in the 
"Memorial History of Boston," vol. iv., prepared by Mr. 
Charles A. Cimmiiiiirs, and in the " Nt w Knglaud Maga- 
zine" for No\ ember, 1890, by Mr. Ashtou R. Willard. 
The ej)isode ot the discoveries on the northwest coast was 
frequently alUided to in my childhood, but I find slight 
mention of it in the letters, and am therefore indebted to 
the graphic description of Rev. Edward G. Portrr. A 
recent number of the " Architectual Review," vol. iii. No. 
3, contains a notice by Mr. Cummings of Mr. Bolfinch's 
architectural works ; and ilie history of the MasBachusetts 
State House is treated at length by Mr. T. A. Fox in the 
"American Architect" for June 29, 1895. 

I have printed practically entire, although in separate 
sections, Hie autobiographical sketeh that Charles Btdfinch 
left, in his own compact and even handwriting ; and I have 
given selections frttni his letters and those ot other mem- 
bers of the family, with the correspondence relatin<f' to his 
removal to Washington to take charge of the Avork of com- 
pleting the Capitol. 

The gap left in his own correspondence, during the years 
most heavily burdened with labor and anxiety, is partially 
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filled by his mother's letters, in which we catch sight of his 
ovvu activities and the life o£ Boston at tliai jjeiiod. 

My grandfather died before luy birth, but I have beeu 
Cflad to profit bv niy motber's clear recollections of bis 
{)ersonal appeurauce and way of life when she knew lum in 
his old age. 

It gives me pleasure to remember in connection with this 
work my dear and honored friend, — the friend, too, oS. my 
father and my Uncle Thomas, — the late Bev. Andrew P* 
Peabody, B. D., who gave to my first thooght of the 
undertaking his valuable enoouragement and sympathy. 

My aekttowledgments are due to Mr. Hozaoe £. Scudder, 
and to the many friends who have aided me, — among 
others to Hon. Edward dark, Architect of the Capitol at 
Washington, D. €., Professor F. W. Chandler, of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology; and Mr. Ashton R. 
Willard, of Boston, — for their kind assistauce in obtaining 
information. In a s})e< ial manner I would rccoij^nize niy 
indebtedness to iny friend Mr. Cummings, President (if tiio 
Boston Society of Architects, not only for the direct contri- 
bution he has made t<i the value and interest of the book 
in the chapter from his pen, but for his unfailing kindness 
and sympathy throughout. 

Among the works I have consulted are : Thacher's 
"Medical Biographies," "The Memorial History of Bos- 
ton," the Reports of the Boston Record CommiasioneTS, 
Quincy's Municipal History of Boston," ShurtleflTs 

Topographical History of Boston," Drake's Old Boston 
Landmarks," Rambles in Old Boston," by Rev. £. 6. 
Porter, and the ^ History of the 2(X)th Anniversary of 
King's Chapel." 
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I am aware of some of Ilia many unperfectiolu of the 
work, and it has been especially difficult to obtain reliable 

informatioa re^rding so laro;e a number of buildings, but 
I have attempted only u «ifeuenil survey of them. In some 
cases, a more detailed description will be found iu Mr. 
W II lard's interesting study, and the more important ones 
are described iu our local histories. 

A very few passages, of a confidential character and of 
no general interest, have been omitted from JSIr. William 
Lee's letters regarding the position of architect at Wasbing^ 
ton. No mention is made of Mr. Bulfinch f ^ cr meeting 
Mr. Latrobe, his predecessor there; but Mr. Lee, who 
always expneses a high admiration for Mr. Latrobe, remarks 
on his friendship for my grandfather, a regard which was 
without doubt cordially reciprocated by the architect from 
Boston* The story of the building of the Capitol at 
Washington has never been fully illustrated by original 
documents ; and towards this end it is hoped the presmt 
volume may make some contribution. 

£. S. B. 

G JVBBIIMIS, Ifoj, IM 
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THE LIFE AND LETTERS 
or 

CHAllLES BULFINCH. ARCHITECT 



INTRODUCTION 
Br CHARLES A, CinOIINGS 

I GLADLY respond to the invitation to add some words by 
way of introduction to the memoir whicli is lu re presented 
to the pul>lic of the life unil works of the first American 
architect of distitiction. No time could well be more exactly 
oppf)rtiine than the uionient at which tliis book appears, in 
whicli to hohl nj) for the study an(i adutiratiou of all eliisses 
of nien who h»vo and serve their country the picture of the 
snnple, nobh\ and steadfast life which makes ii> -siinjeet. 

To tlie areliitects of the present jjeneratiou — to those of 
Boston in partii ular. if I may be allowed to speak for them 
— Chark's BnlHneh. as the earliest native areluteet to k^ave 
his impress on the fare of tlie httle eapitiil, has always l>eeii 
an interesting fii^ure. In the earhest days of the Boston 
Society of Architects, this interest was greatly enlivened by 
a pa])er which was read at one of its meetings by his son, 
Rev. Stephen G. Bulfinch, in which a concise account was 
given of his father's life, with especial reference to his archi- 
tectural experience. And now, at the expiration of a full 
oentuij mnce he entered i^n his long and honorable career, 
his name has been, in tbe city of liia birth, on every lip, in 
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conneetion with the threatened destructian of his greatest 
irorki and with the deteimined effort to save it. 

Perhaps the first thing vhich strikes us in reading this 
history is the ahsolnte contrast between the conditions 
under which Mr. Bulfineh entered on his chosen profession 
and fihoee which govern die practice of architecture to-day. 
This contrast is, to be sure, not more striking than that 
which exists between ihe prevailing manners of our day 
and diose of a cmtur) ago. These contrasts are of course 
peculiar to a new country. Whatever may have been the 
material growth of the cities of the Old World within the 
centuxy now drawing to its dose, it is impossible in tiie 
naturo of things that the changes either in the eitks th^- 
aelves or in the life of their inhabitants can have been so 
radical as in tiie cities of our own land. London and Paris, 
Berlin and Vienna, were as fully developed capitals — life 
and mannei'S in them were as sophisticated, the arts were 
practiced with as mnch of knowletlg;e and academic training 

— at tlie beginning of the century a.-> at its close. But the 
Boston of a century ago was not a c ity, but a little provincial 
t*»wn, without wealth or the tastes and habits which are born 
of wealth, and entirely unfamiliar with art in any of its 
forms. Architecture, to its iidiahitaiits, was rej)resentod 
by half a dozen " meetiii<:^-houHes," — tlie work eitlier of 
English architects or more often of nitelligent carpenters, 

— in which all tlie architectural design consisted of a 
steeple, ad:ipted with more or less of skill and taste from 
the steeples of London in the seventeenth century ; and by 
a score or so of colonial mansions, in which a charming 
domestieitv of eil'ect was <jained by tlu? naive use of a few 
architectural forms, but which were scarcely to be regarded 
as works of architecture. 

What was true of Boston was true, and generally in an 
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even greater degree, in other parts of the eonntiy. When 
in 1792 the Federal Commissioners advertised in all the 
principal cities and towns fcr des^s for a Capitol and 
President's Mansion to be built in the new city of Wash- 
ington (oifering a premium of $500 and a city lot for 
the accepted design), it appears to be true that, of the con- 
siduiablt! number of ])l;uis received, only one "vvas the work 
of a professional aicLuect. The greater number were mere 
pictorial sketches, of no architectiiial character whatever, 
and quite incapable of being translated into practicable 
form. 

In a conaiiiinity so bare of all sttrnulii.s or encouragement 
to artistic eutleavor, one would scarcely have predicted a 
very brilliant future for a youth \vlio should choose architec- 
ture as a held for the work oi his lite ; and, indeed, Mr. 
liuhmch can scarcely be said to liave chosen it. A succes- 
sion of circumstances, as so often happen.s, led hiui into it. 
The seed was sown, doubtless uneoiisciously to him, in his 
journey through Kurope not lon<;- after his graduation, 
where, though there was ajt}»arently no study whatever, and 
no observation quickened by any suspicion of what Iiis 
future life was to be, he was yet strongly impressed by the 
great monuments of Itidy and France. How much he saw 
of France we are not told, though he had the advantage of 
seeing Paris under the auspices of Mr. Jeiferson and M. 
de la Fayette. Of Italy he seems to have seen Genoa, Pisa^ 
Siena, Yiterbo, Rome, Florence, Bologna, Parma, Piacenza, 
and Milan, in the course of a rapid tour of three or four 
months. This is all. He tells us no details. How Httle 
he foresaw what might be the result of even so much of a 
tra\eler*s intelligent observation we are left to conjecture. 

These pursuits," he remarks in the Httle fragment of 
autobiography which he left to his children, " did not 
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confim me in any businew liabits of buying and adling ; 
on the contrary, they had a powerful advene influenee on 
my whole after-life/' 

Returning f rem Europe early in 1787, he appears to have 
passed the next three or four years in uneertain attempts to 
determine his way of life. Of these, the first d^nite result 
was the Monument on Beaeon Hill, and the next the Emnk- 
lin Street enterprise, whose disastrons result on his own for^ 
tunes was perhaps, in a laigL' \ iew, more than offset by tlie 
necessity which it imposed upon liim of devoting hiuiself in 
serious earnest to the work most congenial to him. Oj)j)oi'- 
tunities spread out before him. In 1703 he built the first 
theatre in Boston, — a ljuilding of grat eful, appiopnate, and 
entirely architectural character, — and a year later he was 
given the comuussiuu for the new State House on Beacon 
Hill. He was now tliirty-one years old, and his position in 
the little coiumuuity is iudiciiti'd 1)y the fact that he Jiad 
already been for four years a nunilier of the Board of Se- 
leetinen of the town of Boston, and for three veai-s a niLin- 
ber of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and of 
the MassiichiiM (t> Historical ?^ocirtv; while it is difficult 
to repress a feelmi;- of mild astonislimt'nt when we an- t(»l(l 
that a year or two later lie was m;nl(' Superintendent of 
Police. Tliesc honorable ]»'»sitii <iid nut apparently intei- 
fere with the efiicient discliarnc of his professional duties. 
The State House, of whicli the cornei-stone was laid on the 
fourth of July, 1795, was finished in three years, and the 
arcliitect was fairly embarked on his career. The town was 
fast recover! iiij^ from the stagnation which had been caused 
by the war, and by the uncertainty of political prospects. 
Worlv flowed in w^n him, and buildings of every kind, 
public and private^ rose under his hand. Of the character 
of these buildings, regarded as works of architecture, it is 
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sufficient to say ihat while in most of them, from the necesr 
flities of the case, a little aichitecture was made to go a great 
way, they were invariably marked by sinemty, refinement 
of taste, propriety, an entire freedom from excess or affecta- 
tion, and an intelligent adaptation to their varioiiB needs ; 
while those which admitted of a distinctly aichitectnral 
treatment, like the theatre, the State House, the General 
Hospital, exhibit a capacity for artistic composition, and a 
knoidedge of the methods by which a monumental ^ect ia 
produced, which are remarkable indeed in one whose oppoc^ 
tuuities for technical education had been so limited. 

For consider once more the conditions under which tins 
solitary architect had to practice his art. With the excep- 
tion of the ti'w and unimportant works which he had 
biuught with him from Europe, there was perhaps not a 
single architectural hook in the town. He had presumably 
no sketches of his own ilhistrating forci<;n work, for there 
is no indication that he ever made any freehand drawings 
wliatever. He was the only member of his craft in New 
England, and was thus entirely deprived of the stimulus to 
activity which comes of emulation an(i the friction of mind 
with mind. He was entirely self-taught, and could have 
had little or no historieal knowledL^e of arehitectiiral stvles, 
and no faniillarity with the architecture of Europe lievond 
the fleeting memory of a traveler. He had little facllitv 
as a draughtsman, and what he had was quite untraine(i. 
This is well illustrated hy his dismay when, on assuming his 
position at Washington as architect of the (,'a])itol. he tirst 
saw the drawings of his predecessor Jjiitrobe, an English 
architect who hud enjoyed a regular profesaioual training in 
English offices. 

Compare this outfit and these conditions with those with 
which the young architect of the present day enters on his 
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professum, — ihe afebiteetmal school, ynStt its syftematic 
teaching of the history and devdoptnent of styles, its 
directed ex^dse in planning and designing, its rigid drill in 
the methods of rendering; the immense wealth of architeo- 
tnral precedoit at the command of evwy student through 
the multiplication of boohs and photographs; the facility of 
foreign travel which opens new worlds to the instructed stu- 
dent ; finally, and not less important than all these preimrar 
tory aids, the mutual stimulus, enoouragonent, and support 
which come £rom the constant association of educated men 
engaged in the same wmk. 

Tet, in spite of the absence of all these incalculable advan- 
tages, Bulfinch pursued his fruitfiil career for twenty years 
and more in his native town before he was called to Wash- 
ington, and, so far as we can judge from the letters which 
have been preserved, without discouiagt nient or complaint, 
aud with a result which, as I have said, is surprising. One 
danger, it is true, lie escaped, — a danger ever present to 
the architect of these l.iiti dayti, and which has so often 
brought his most promising work to shipwreck, — the dan- 
ger of excess, of extravagance, of that aUectation which is 
in our day the haiie of art and literature. How liard it is 
for tho arciiitcct of to-day to use his emhtirrns de rlchesses 
with the JiUi ii self-restraint and the cool judgment wliieli so 
vast a choice of materials enjoins on liim, none but liiniself 
can know. Rut any careful observer may parti} un ler- 
stand it when in his walks abroad he remarks, in the costly 
buildin<,rs whicli rise on every hand, the extreme mrity of 
that \'irtue which is in all art the su])reme i^race, — the 
virtue of simphcity. Just as the possession of great Avealth 
brings with it the temptation to excess in disjilav, so the 
command of this great wealth of arcliitectural preciuh nt of 
all ages and all styles brings with it the temptation to excess 
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and inooDgruity In design. That temptation Charles Bui- 
finch never knew. But out of his slender resouroes he ere* 
ated neverthekas in his day a hody of architecture which 
possessed tilie grand qualitieB of amplidty, dignity, repuse, 
not without a ewtain modest elegauoe which was of the 
nature of the man himself. It Is sorely to be regretted that 
the march of progress which transforms in a couple of gen* 
erations every American city has left so little of his work. 
Those of ns who remember the Franklin place, which disap- 
peared about tlie middle of the century, will recognize an 
illustration of what 1 have siud. A little aiehitecture was 
made to go a long way. Yet the effect wuii disliiictly archi- 
tectural. The strongly marked centre, with its great open 
arch spanniug the street and flanked by smaller archers over 
the sidewalks ; the emphasized pavilions at the ends of the 
coni})<i It on, with a little superior height and a niudest order 
of eiii;.iL;i tl pilasters; finally, tlie £»-entle curve of the whole 
line, — tiiis was all, but it wa.s .Tuiln lent ; and it would bo 
diilicult to-day, in any ([uarter of residences in the city, to 
point to any frontiige oi 5(X) feet of which the effect is so 
dignified and so attractive. 

What Bultinch was able to accomplish wlien the oppoi"- 
tunity W518 given liiiu for a more hberal expenditure, and for 
the ap))l)r;iti<>n of the i)rinciples of design to an importiint 
public building, may still be seen m the State House on 
Beacon Hill, which, as it is almost his ejirliest work, is also 
unquestionably his best, — " Consilia juventutis plus divini- 
tatis habent." Measured by the modern standard, it is by 
no means a lar«)-e building, its frontage being no more than 
175 feety while its depth is only sixty feet. There is no 
richness of materiid, brick and wood serving all the purposes 
of construction and decoration. Yet its disposition of parts 
is so happy^ its treatment is so broad and simple, its sparing 
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oiuaiiiriit is SO correct in itself aiul hu jiuliuiously used, that 
it jtroduces the effect of size and dionitj, coiubiued iu a 
remarkable degree witli elegance and grace. Its site is the 
finest in the city, and the adaptation of the building to its 
site Ls ])('rl'ect. 

At the moment wlien tliis memoir appears, it seems doubt- 
ful whetlier the most strenuous etlorts — continued now 
through three successive years — on the part of those who 
cherish this buildins:, not alone for its architeetural beauty 
but for tljc tender and glorious associations wliich have 
gathered in a hundred years around its walls and dome, will 
avail to save it from the destruction to which it has l>een 
devoted by those in power who despise and contemn it 
because it is old, and who wish to replace it by a structure 
more in accordance with modern methods of building, and 
the modem scale oi architect iu*al splendor. 

The Btory of Mr. Bulfinch's call to Washington, of his 
assumption of the important work of rebuilding the national 
Capitol, of liis modi st pride in his position and in his un- 
usiuU facilities for work, of the dignity and self-possession 
with which he ada])ted himself to the novel conditions of 
his life and practice, does but strengthen the impression 
of his character which we get from all the rest of his simple 
history. To architects, there is a strong interest in this por- 
tion of the story, which shows us, even in these early days, 
die same trials of patience, steadiness, and professional self- 
respect with which the modem practice is so thickly strewn. 
Witness the firmness and quiet dignity of his communica- 
tions with the official persons who wished to cut down his 
more than modest salary, and later to send him home before 
his work on the CSapitol was finished ; in both of which 
instances it is good to know that he routed his opponents. 
It would be interesting to know how literally he confined 
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himself, in the rebuildincr of the centre and wings, to tlie 
designs ot" liis predecessur. We are told that his estimates 
for the wing8 was $180,000, a siuu which would indicate 
that the work on them was eoiiliued principally to the inte- 
rior. How far, then, liad he a hand in designing the n(jl)h' 
chambers of the Senate and tlie Representatives, which offer 
so striking and mortifjHng a contrast to the halls in which 
those august bodies are housed in these later days ? We 
are told tliat he had a model of the centre made in wood 
by Williird, of Boston, himself an architect of some distinc- 
tion. How far, then, did he revise the great portico and 
the dome? We shall not know. What seems certain is, 
that on the west front — the front towards the city — the 
succe&sion of terraers and steps, which make the approach 
to the Capitol from that side so imposing, was tlie work of 
Bulfinch ; and this bears witness again to the instinct for 
large effects, and for the artistic adaptation of a building to 
its site, which are conspicuous in his earlier work. 

Finally, let me say that it is not only in his straight- 
forward and consistent professional career that the life of 
Mr. Bulfinch oifers to the architects of the present day an 
inspiring lesson and example. For lie was from the begin- 
ning conspieuons not only as an architect, but as a good 
citizen, ever ready to give both time and labor to the in- 
terests of his town. How early in life his qualities were 
appredated by his fellow-townsmen we have seen from the 
fiict that he was a Selectman of the town from the age of 
twenty-seven. For twenty-one years he was chairman of 
the hoard; a position which he relinquished only when he 
left Boston to take np his duties at Washington. The con^ 
tiast between the domestic politics of that early day and 
those with which we are ^miliar can hardly be more strik- 
ingly presented tihan by an incident which occurred towards 
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the dose of his long term of office. In 1815, after having 
been some twenty years in office, he irith two others of die 
board f afled of reflection, from some cause not now to be 
known. ''The drcumstance/* says Mr. Quincy in his 
" Municipal History of Boston/* was a subject of general 
regret. Every elected member of the Board of Selectmen 
immediatdy resigned, and on a second trial Mr. Bulfinch 
and the others were reinstated by decided majoiitiee." 

It is needless to say more. The stoiy of this honorable 
and useful life, both in its public and in its private rela- 
tions, is amply told in these j>a<^e8. The man and the times 
in which he lived and worked are of tlie past, and one can- 
not but look back with a certain regret from these more 
strenuous days of sharp and eager competition , of lavish 
expenditure, of exaggerated scale, to the slower pace and 
the ampler leisure of the earlier time. 

*' but we, brought forth aiid reiued ia boun 
Of cbauge, aUinu, surprUe, 
What abelter Co grow ripe is onn, — 
Whit Insiuo to grow wiie 1 ** 
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ANCESTRY 
1680 - 1763 

When our fathers were but a few in iiutnber ; yea, very few, and strangers 
in the land. 

Wlien they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another 
people. — PsAL^ cv. 

Charles Bulfinch, the subject of this memoir, was 
born in Boston, Aug^ust 8, 17G3, of a family which had 
come from England about a hundred years earlier and set- 
tled at the historic North End of the town. His father was 
Thomas Bulfinch, a physician of repute. His grandfather 
iuid borne the same name and profession; and his great- 
grandfather, Adino Bulfinch, a merchant of Boston about 
1700, is the first of the family of whom we have certain 
knowledge. 

The name occurs at intervals in earlier records, but we 
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have no means of establishing- the connection between 
individuals, or witii tlie family ot Adino. In Winthrop's 
Journal, edited by Mr. James Savage, on tlu' list of tliose 
aihuitteil to take the freeman's oath in 1042, we liud the 
nanio of .Tolm Bulfineh. Anionj;- the family heirlooms was 
at out; time an en<;niving with the words, "Vera effigies 
Joannes Bultincli/' and the same engraving is found in 
Bromley's (Jutalogue of Engraved British Portraits, reeorded 
as follows: "John Bulfineh, Printseller, 1690; 12", searee. 
Engraver, D. Lo<>gan." Again, in Hutchinson's History, 
date 1706, notice is given of a petition to Queen Anne 
against Governor Dudley for ti-ading with the French and 
Indians, furnishing them with arms, etc., which is signed 
by twenty names, and among them that of John Bulfineh 
also occoro. 

Careful researches made at different times by the family 
lead to the belief that Adino vaB not born in this country. 
After 1700, however, his name is frequently mentioned in 
the town records; and Ave read that in 1721 a tomb was 
assigned to him in the Granary Burying Ground, near the 
tomb of the Hancocks. 

Charles Bulfineh himself writes as follows on the subject 
in a brief autobiographical sketch found among his papers : 

''The earliest information that I have been able to obtain 
of any of my ancestors is from a record in the books of the 
town of Boston of the choice in public town meeting of 
Adino Bulfineh in 1707 as surveyor of highways, which 
choice was repeated in 1708. I also find a deed in Suffolk 
r^istry of deeds of land on the Mill Creek, on which his 
mansion house was afterwards built ; the date of this deed 
was 1706, and it is obswable that he has liberty by this 
dted to cure fish on the adjacent land, which has long 
since been covered most compactly with buildings. These 
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circumstances show that he was a man of property, and 
must have had a long residence in the town to have enjoyed 
so far the confidence of his f ellow-townnneii as to be chosen 
bj them to a rsflponsible town office, from which I conclude 
that he must have arrived from England and become an 
inhabitant about 1680." 

I find another record stating that Adino was a saihnalcer 
by trade, a successful man and influential citizen. The 
huge house he owned and occupied, on the borders of the 

MiU Greek/' was stiU standing iu 1841. 

The will of Adino Bulfinch is recorded in July 26, 1745, 
whereby he bequeaths a valuable property to his children. 
After distributing his plate and silver-hilted sword, his 
books and pictures, among them, together with two black 
women, he gives as follows; To his son William, his 
warehouse on Butler's Wharf; to his sons John and Wil* 
Ham, his mansion house in Marsh Lane, in ecpial parts, also 
three chaise-houses or stables ; to his sons Thomiis and 
Adino, two houses in Salt Liine and the shop over against 
the uKinsiuu house ; to his daug'liter kaLLuiiuc. liousc and 
land in Atkinson Street; to liis sunii John, Thonia>. Adino, 
and Williiim, house and land in Summer Street. All the 
above real estate subjeot to annuities to his two f la n^l iters. 

Letters now extant siiuvv that his son Thurnas, born 
August 26, 16i)4, was e<ln( ated in Paris foi- the practice of 
pliyslc. and conijdfted liis studies llieiv in 1721, as appears 
bv Ins pa.ss])oi t from France, still kept in the family, signed 
by the Duke of Orleans, liei^ent, under Louis XV. 

It is a proof that his tatlier was in independent cir- 
t'unistanees and of a liberal mind, that lie should send his 
son to Paris for e(hication ; it was the most distinguished 
medioal school of that time ; but the prejudices of our fore- 
fathers against the French were so strong that it appears 
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an extraorduiiirj tlegreu of libeialily for a New Englaud 
youth to be sent there for education." 

It is stated in Thacher's Medical Biog-raphieb that Dr. 
Thuni.i.s liullinch, the SOU of Adino, ()])tained the rudi- 
ments of medical instruction at home from Dr. Zabdiel 
Boylston, and that on jr^i^g" abroad he studied anatomy 
and siiroery in Loudon under the famous Cheseldeu before 
conipletuig his medical studies in Paris. 

A letter has been preserved from Adiuo Buliinch to this 
son, addressed, — 

For >r Tho. Bulfinch, To be Left at Mr. James Tay- 
lor Living- at y* Sine of the Three Black bii-ds in Great 
Eastcheap Neare Cannon Street London." This earliest 
family document is clearly written in a bold hand on a laige 
sheet of paper, and runs as follows : — 

Boston y' — Decern* 1720 

Loving Son — Yours T Received, Dated The 5*** of June 
Last from Paris by which 1 am Glad of Your Wellfare, & y* 
y* Country Agrees w"' You, & Likewise I understand y* You 
Design not to Leave y* Country, till Some Mounths, 1 am Glad 
of Your g'oeing Their it being I Doubt not but for Your 
Good, Though Something Charge''*" I Received A Letter from 
Coz. Rosewell The 18^ of NoV" Last^ wherein he Informs 
me, he Received A Letter from you, Wherdn Ton Inform' 
him, You Deeign'd To Leave France in November, So I 
hope y* Tou Are Arrived in Enghu^d, before y* Writing 
hereof. . He Aoquaints me V Money You wani» he wiU 
Supply you with, to bring if^ you you Want To 
CSany an End your Buisness here, And I Shall As Soon, 
as I know w* it is Make Betnm with Thanks for his Partic- 
uhur Service Done to Yon, for I keep Money by me A pur- 
pose. ... I Wrote to You y* I belived There was not 



ANCESTRY 



15 



Oooaaou to bring nmeh Medicins, by Reason, Theie was 
so Many Apothecafy Shops Allready, but Now upon Sec- 
ond Tbougbts, I beleive it may do Well to bring £resh 
Medicins, & Setfc up A Shop, for I doubt not, but You 
Will have A Share w** Them, & Likewise I beleire it would 
do ESztraoidinary Wdl to bring A Good Sober Young Man 
w^ You, One y*' has Served his Time, w*** An Apothecary, 
And to Agree w*** him for four Or five Years, at So Much 
P Year, So f You May Settle Yourself at Once, & Then 
you have Somebody to Look after Your buisness in Your 
Absence, w^ I Would have You by all Means do, you know 
we have Room for You, & you Are to be at my house till 
You Can See & Settle Yourself better. I Would have 
You to Oome home in One of y* First Ships in y* Spring, 
& Likewise to be as prudent As You Can, but To bring w^ 
May be Nesasary & Appear Well. This is j* Last Letter I 
Design to Write to You, hopeing You Will not be at Lon- 
don Any Longer. Your Brother Jn" Went to Barh;uloes, 
about Three Moiinths ajj^oc, & About Three days A<r()e is 
Arriv'' Safe here. Sam' is now at home for They luid a 
Little Difference So he (Hd not go w"' hmi. Your Brother 
Adino Lives at y" Coledge, he Takes his Second Degree 
Next Snninier, he is A Sober Younfif Man & T Doubt not 
but — pleiuje God, he Lives — Will Make A fine Man, for 
he Desij^s to follow y" Ministry. . . . Your Brothers & 
Sisters give Their Kind Love to You, & Long to See You. 
1 would have You bring Some Small Things Or Other for 
Each of Your Sisters, for to be Sure Tliey Will Expect 
So 111 (thing" Or Other. If you Can <^ett me A yr^mnX l>oy, 
bring him w"' You. for niv Trade 1 will pay His Pasuage. 
Your Mother Gives her blessing to you. Give My Service 
to M' Button vSailmaker of y*" Docks, & To his Sister if 
ALiye. Do not forgett To give all Our Loves to Coz. 
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Rosewell & Thank Iiim for All favours done for You. Not 
Else l>y [but?] my Prayer to God, to Bless you & keep 
You from All Evils. & To Send You A Good Voyage & 
I>ate Keturii, if it may l»e his Will, & We JVIay See One 
au Others faces, with joy 

Your Afieutionutt; Futiier 

Ad" Bulfixch. 

The father also advises his son not to entertain an idea 
which had been proposed to him to enter into [)artnership 
with another doctor ' on his return. By No Means I 
Would not have You have any Thoughts About it. The 
Doctor has been Often A Talking to me About it but I 
said but Little to it.'* A long postscript contains a number 
of commissions to be executed in London, with a careful 
statement of the money sent out in charge of the ship's 
captain, John Osborn. Among a multitude of directions 
the young man is instructed to buy for one of his sisters 
" 28 y'" of Yellow flowered Pee Green, or any Other Mod> 
est Colour. You Must go to the Wcjivers, for You may 
buy it Cheaper There. She Likewise Xow has sent 4 Oz. 
of Silver & 3* e** m Odd Money Sterling To buy 5 y^ of 
Three Quarter of a Y* Wide Lutestring, for a Scarfe & 
to gett The Veloure to Suit it.*' The lutestring, he is 
told, must be of a deep yealer." Kadiarine sends for 
A pair of SOk Shooes with Lase & Pattoones,'* and A 
White Scarfe to be Dyed blew/' Some itans of Boston 
news are given. ''Doct: EUis is Dead and M' Phillnp 
Book Seller Dyed Lady." 

A letter esdsts from the son in France to the fathw in 
America, of which the first part, written somewhat earlier 
" than the preceding, runs as follows : — 

1 Hue is nid hj ThMlMr to have been Dr. Bo^ltloii. 
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PAiii»».OQt' 5*^ 1720 N. S. 

Hovoub'Siii, — I have youw of y* 25* April & 5** May 

and am Sorry I could not Comply w"' your desire in Come- 
ing Over this Sumer, w'"'" I hope you'll pardon when you 
Come to hear my reiusons, for I doe assure you it's not 
through anytliiiii*' of t?aioty or Pleasure y* I take being 
abroad ; but purely of Iiistrueting myself in Some Particu- 
lar tilings relating to my Business, for I'm not Content w"' 
y' bare name of being abroad, but am also willing (if Pni 
Call'd to it) to Give Some proofs of it. 1 am at present w** 
y* Greatest Manniidwifp in Paris (& I might Say in y' Uni- 
verse for y* bu^iiM <s w wlioom I'm Ingag'd for )i Months 
to Come. In whicii time shall have y' Ojjportuuity of 
Deliv'g. Some Considerable Numbers, for Scarcely a Day 
passes but we have 2 or '^ Births ; I have dcliv^ Several 
already myself most of w '' have been j)reternatural Births. 
I'm verry well Assnr'd there's not many Surgeons in Our 
Country y' knows much of y* Matter, Excepting my Master 
& there is no place Uke Paris to Qualify a Man for y' busi- 
ness ; it's what I hope will bring me in a handsome penny, 
Please God I prosper & gett a few years Over my head. 
There » likewise Sev^al Other things to be seen into here 
very advantageous to one of my Business. Shall Certainly 
have Completed all in 3 Months after w**" Shall make y* 
best of my way home. I Begg Ten thousand Pardons for 
my long Dday, w*'' I doubt not your Paternal Croodness 
will Excuse. Since it's like t<^ be for my advantage, my 
tarty here being Longer y" I Expect*, will Occasion me to 
Draw for some Small Matter more upon Coz? Pray my 
humble Duty to my Honor'' Mother. Love to Bro' & all 
friends to whoom Due, in Particular y* Docf & Lady. I 
Rem" 

Your Dutif ull Obbed' Son 

Tho* Bui:.finch. 
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P. S. Should be Glad you had wrote me y"" Opinion of 
Goeiiig into partnership w"' Doct' "w"'* I think will be for 
my advantage & what I purjKise at present to doc. If this 
should arrive soon enough to answer desire you would give 
me y opinion* 

A continuation, dated in London some months later, 
bears the marks of confusion and distress of mind, and is 
nearly indecipherable. The writer announces a great mi»» 
fortune that befell him on his return from Prance. His 
couam Rosewell, from whom he expected to receive remit- 
tances, had just sailed from Portsmouth for the East Indieg» 
without lea\nng orders to pay him so rauch as a farthing. 
He writes to his &ther, therefore, in keen anxiety for sup- 
plies, that he may not be obliged to depend longer upon his 
friends, whom ho thanks God he is not wholly without. He 
says he bears himself as cheerfully as possibly he can, hut 
that it is not only the expense but the loss of time that he 
regrets, as his time now has a certain value. His going to 
IVance has given him an insaglit into many things -which he 
would not have lost for 500 guineas. 

*'It has Cost me indeed some money to be informed in 
those things but I have endeavored to fetch it up in being 
a Good husband, w^ I think I may say without vanity I 
have been, for y* whole w^ I have had of Goz. for y* 12 
m^ at Paris & y* 18 m** at London is not above 136 pounds, 
out of w*^ I have p' above 50 for my Learning in hospital 
midwifeij.'* He hopes that his fatiier will oontmue his 
paternal regard for him, and send him soon a bill of 
ezchangre, or supply his needs in any convenient way. We 
are glad to learn a few lines later that the money sent 
by Captain Osbom had been received, and, coming at so 
seascmable a time, was truly welcome. The partueiship 
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plao He win wholly declme, finding his father so much 
agamst it, but prays his humble service to the doctor and 
his kdy. The faithless and disappointing Cousin BoseweU 
is severely denounced, and his indignation leaves him no 
leisure to mention the sundry feminine purchases with 
which he had been charged, except to add that the silver 
money sister Sarah had sent out could not be heard of. 
We can only hope for her sake and Katharine's that it was 
diortly recovered, and tiieir litHe oommisBions were not 
wholly forgotten. 

Dr. Thomas Buliinch returned to Boston in 1722, and 
we learn that he established there a very large practice, 
with a high reputation as .i skilliul physician. We are also 
told that he married, June 11, 17_* !, Uulith Colman, a girl 
of seventeen, daughter of John Colman and his wife Judith 
Hobby. Mr. Colman, who was a distinguislir I tnorcliniit 
of Boston at that time, gave a lot of land at W'tst liD.ston 
(in Bowdoin Square) to each of his sons-in-law, Thomas 
Bulfiufh and Pet4ir Cliardon, on which each iinilt a dwell- 
ing-house. The mansion of Dr. Bulfinch reuuuned in Iiin 
family for somewhat over 100 years, and the present 
"Cooli(ig( [liuise " now occupies that site. In place of Mr. 
r'harflon'h. writes my grandtatlier, ''there now stands the 
Baptist church, with Gothic stone front." 

Dr. Bultincli had only two children, who bore their 
parents' names, Thomas and Judith- The daughter mar- 
ried Dr. Samuel Cooper, minister of Brattle Street Church, 
and the son was graduated from Harvard College in 1746. 
A valedictory oration delivered by him is still preserved by 
the family. One of his grandsons wrote concerning it, in 
later years, as follows : — 

** This Oration was delivered at Harvard College in 1749, 
by my grandfather. Dr. Thomas Bulfinch 2"^, on taking his 
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Master's deg^ree. That the Latin Valedictory was delivered 
by a master, see Quincy's Hist of Harvard GoU. vol. L p. 
445. The oration also alludes^ on ite 4*** page, to the resti- 
tution of cities taken by the French. This took phice by 
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, made in 1748. 

The taking of Lonisbou^, in which tiie New England 
forces bore a part, which is triumphantly tefeired to, took 
place in 1745. The 'Eques auratus* (p^g^ 8) was Sir 
William Pepperell, who was created a baronet for that 
achievement. ■ • . 

" The scanty attendance of graduates alluded to on the 
first page, and the absence especially of the clergy, wittily 
noticed on page 1 1, inay be explained by what is stated in 
Quincy's Hist, of Harv. Coll. vol. ii page 93. The Cor- 
poration made repeated attempts tiiat year to have the 
Commencement exercises private, on account of the public 
distress from drought and scarcity, but were overruled by 
the Overseers. There was probably much feeling about 
the mutter, and itiuny of 'the stricter surt,' especially the 
clergy, sUiyed away I'rom Connneiicemeiit. 

** There is extant anotlier copy of this oration, only par- 
tially written hy the author, and which I have coni|>leted 
from this. This appears to be the original, being nmch 
worn, as by use in committing it to memory. It is in my 
grandfather's handwiitiiii^-, as aj>peurs by com])aris()n with 
bis letters. So also is the original part o£ the other copy." 

The oration is in a handsome haml, always chnractoristic 
of the younger Tliomas, At the time when lie proniineed 
his " Vivat Uex (ie(iri;ius S('eun<1iis." hi lore the Commence- 
ment audience of that day. he was about twenty-one years 
old, lor he was born early in 1 728. 

After studying physic with his father for a time, the 
young man followed the example of the elder and crossed 
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the oeeaDy in company with a friend, Mr. John Aptliorp, to 
piinae his medical education abroad, first in London and 
afterwards in Edinburgh. 

A group ol letters rraiain which passed between the 
father and son. The young man arrived in England in 
June, 1754, and wrote from Liverpool to announce his safe 
arrival, anticipating much en^yment in the journey by post- 
chaise to London, as the country was in all its bloom. No 
doubt a number of the connections and friends of the 
family were still living in or near London, and we have 
abundant proof that a dose intercourse with the English 
relatives was kept up for many years. He soon writes 
from London to say that he has visited Dr. Nichols (one of 
his Majesty*s physicians), and rec»ved much dvility from 
him, and also the advice to begin at the foundation and 
board for the present at a chemist's, that he may become 
thorough in his preparation for his work. Dr. Nichols has 
himself secured him such a lodging, in Friday Street, at 
forty guineas per annum. He hopes that his £ither has dis- 
posed of his horse, and says he has sent Mr* Bowdoin the 
things he had desired, though he found they were much 
more npensive than had been estimated. (A box of glass 
for Mr. Bowdoin is later mentioned.) 'Mf you can conven- 
iently send me a couple of Qtb. of very Fine Fish should 
be ghid you would do it, as I find it would be very accepta- 
ble to M' Lane & some other Friends here." In a lat^r 
letter he describes his daily routine of duty. He rises at 
seven and walks immediately to Great Marlborough Street, 
Soho, about three miles off, where he is bmied in dissection 
of dead bodies until tuui in the afternoon, and often allows 
himself no time to dine. At bix lie goes to Mr. Hunter's 
lecture, where he is kept till nine, so tliut by the time he 
gets home he is ht for nothing but bed. He sends home 
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his mother's watch and chain, vnluch Jie has had repaired, 
and pruuiUes to insure it. As to news, an inviusion is daily 
expected, but he is so little ut a poUticiau that iustcud of 
saying much upon that head he will send home the papers 
for their perus;il, from whicii they will obtain mt)re informa- 
tion than from him. 

A pleiisiuit and lively letter from the young man to his 
brother-in-law. Dr. Cooper, in October, 1754, gives many 
further particulars of his English life at this time, of his 
visits to Margate and Canterbury, his Sunday morning 
walks to his friend Mr. Lane's eountry seat at Clapham, 
and Ids delight at seeing Garhck in the character o£ 
Romeo. 

The jEather, of whom we know so little since, a young 
num, he wrote home in such distress from London, is now a 
man of sixty-one^ and, in his advice to the son and solicitude 
for hiB welfare, reminds us of his own father, Adino. 

This ia hia first letter : — 

BosTOK, June 16, 1755. 

Dear Child, — Since my last Have rec*^ yours by Kirk- 
wood, Cahail, Trout, Phillips & White, with your Aunt's 
& Mrs. Green's things which they both like & your Mother's 
shade & mark^ the shrubs are most of them aliye. Rejoyoe 
to hear your lUnesa vent off so soon, hope you'll he very 
Carefull of your health & not he out nor up too late — Am 
much oblig'd to Mr. Lane for his Kindness to you, to whom 
pray my Gomidiments. 

I like Dr. Nichols* advice for you to he diesser ' as it will 
give you a mnoh better knowledge of die business. Indos'd 
you have a bfll of Mr. Lechmere's on Mr. Lane for ^100 
Sterling, shall send you another in a fittle tmie, am willing 
you should live in Credit, doubt not of your prudence in 

' A term emplojed in the London hospitals and of hite adopted in thia country. 
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yonr Expenses. Your Mother Intends to send your Lmen 
by Mr. Trego^ck who will sail with Capt. Cahail in about 
a fortnight or 3 weeks. The peppers & Barberries when 
the Season arrives, the Ducks as soon as I Can lite of them 
. . . Have Bought S* Hany's Chariot * & sold your Horse 

for 150 Give my Compliments to Mr. John Girle, am 

Glad to hear he is alive & well. I was acquainted with him 
about 35 years ago, at St. Thomas' Hospital. Chapman 
thanks you for his book; he behaves well, has sent a 
mem^ for some things which I Lsave with you to do as 
you please. He is very derarous of y* Artichokes. As to 
Mr. Kilby's &vours you won't want them. I would have 
you Settle my Acc^ with him before you Come home. 

Hope you won't forget writing your Mother as often as 
you can, she is troubled she han't had a letter from you so 
lung. As yonr time i.s taken up you iiuiy omit writin<4- me 
& what you liiive to say writ<> in liers. Your liro" «Nc Sister 
Expect*" a Letter m the h])ring Ships. Mr. ILuicock desires 
to be remenib'^ to you & hopes you '11 continue writing to 
him, Hckuowledges he don't deserve it, but says he will write 
by the Spring Shipps. 

I thank God we are all well, your Mother is perfectly 
recov"*. All friends desire to be rememb' to you. 

Your Affct. Father 

Tho* Bulfuiou. 

Trout goes down in half an hour, so can't write any more. 

Again the sou writes to his mother : "'In my letter per 

1 desired you w<mld send me half a dozen Hams ; they 

are for a very particular Friend, who ha,s been extremely 
kind to me sinoe I have been ha» 1 should be very glad 

> SvHanjfWuiltlaiid's'*ptnMdrrMideiiee"«MmGft^ Court Stnet^ 
Dent to Govwmnr Htttebintoa'au 
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they might be made at home, but if this is too much Trouble 
for jou I sliould be glad you would give particular orders 
about them, & send me au ac'ct. of the cost, as he insbts 
upon payin<:>: fur them. If you could send a Barrell Gian- 
beriys to Mrs. Lano it would be extremely weUcome. If 
you send the Hams direct tliem for Mr. John Goddard in 
Cannon St. This I mention in Case I should not be in Lon- 
don." In a letter of which the beginning is missing he 
asks ilie opinion and advice of friends at home in regard to 
some plan of which we are now ignorant. It was possibly 
the plan of studying in Edinburgh. ''I hope that not 
only you, my Mother, Brother & Sister will think for me, 
but that you will also mention it to CoL Henchman, Mr. 
Hancock, Father Lechmere, Unde Chaidon, Col. Pollard, 
Mr. Gteen & Mr. Wm. Cooper." 

Having decided in fiivor of going to Scotland, he writes 
as follows after his arrival in Edinburgh (his son Charles 
tells us that he boarded in the same family with Dr. Robert- 
son, l^e historian) : — 

Emkbviiob, Dm' 28» USA. 

Hon"* Sir — I have now the pleasure to inform you of 
my safe arrival here ; after a very agreeable Journey, in 
which I took both Hull & York in my way — and to my 

no small satisfaction find tliat the Character I had of this 
jdace, in resptct of the Phisical Advantages which it has 
over London is true ; besides which I have been so lucky 
as to fix in a family, where there is uotliiiig- \vaiitiii<; Init 
the Liinguage to make it truly English. Soon after my 
Arrival I was seized with a violent Dysenteriek Fe\ er owing 
partly as T imau^iiie to my too close ijiplieatiou to BusineJ^s, 
partly to ('hange of Climate; howe\i i !>y tlie great Cure of 
my Kind Landlady, & the Skill of one of the greatest 
Physiciaus iu Europe, Dr. Whytt, I am now thoroughly 
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reoovor^d, and enabled to prosecute my Studies with as 
mueh Ardour as ever. As this b but a barren place in 
respect of News, perhaps it may not be disagreeable to you, 
i£ instead thereof, I give you a short Sketch in what man- 
ner I employ myself h^, as fsr as rehites to the several 
Classes which I attend at the CoUege. At Ten in the 
mom' Dr. Whytt begins his lecture on the Theory which 
continues till Eleven, & from Eleven to Twdve Dr. Ruther- 
ford Lectures on the Practice of Physic. From Twelve to 
one I attend the Infirmary, from one to two I attend Dr. 
Cullen's Lectures in Chemistry, from three to four Dr. 
Monro on Anatomy, and this is the round I have every Day 
sjive Saturday and Sunday, besides attend* a Clinical Lec- 
ture twice u week aiLcr the other Business of the Day is 
over. By Entering- thus rei^ulaily, as I am enabled to do, 
from D" W. is. K.'s Lectures, into the Nature, Make & Use 
of the several j>.tits of the Human Body, 1 am the better 
able to form a judgmeut of the Nature & Cause of Diseases, 
and of the best methods to pursue in order to their Cure. 
Many of my Friends in London were surpris'd at niv com- 
in<^ liere, tliinking^ tliat every Advanta<nre mifi^lit l)e obtained 
witii them, but I must beg leave tt) dissent from them & I 
am well assured that if I had come iieie as soon as 1 arrived 
in England I should have made much greater progress in 
the Knowledge of my Business than I did in London, even 
admitting I had not applied so close to it as I did there. 
However, I hope it is not now too late. The Professors 
here are very sensible that they have been too free in grant- 
ing their Diplomas & are determin'd to retrieve the Credit 
of their University, by granting them for the future only 
to those who are very deserving. To this End they have 
agreed that no one si i all have that Honor bestowed on 
them, without having Uved here such a number of Years & 
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atteaded aU the several Classes, after which they are to 
under (2^0 a very severe Examination. Now as my Stay here ^ 
will be but for a Short Time it is uncertain whether they 
will admit me to an Ezaminatum for a Degree, however by 
the Influence of some Gent^ here to whom I had liecom- 
mendatiouB from Gentf* of the Business in London, I hope 
to be able to obtain an Examination, but I am well assured 
this cannot be done, unless I tarry here till the month of 
July or August; so that you must not eacpect me home till 
the fall, if you are desirous of my returning with a Dipbma. 
The world is led away with a Notion that an English D^rree 
is more Honorary than a Scotch one, but I am vezy sure 
that the Ezamiiuition for a Scotch one is the severest. 

Yesterday I received yours & Mr* Cooper's Letters of the 
16 Nov' by \>rhich I perceive the melancholy Scituation of 
your affairs in Re^ot of the War. However, I hope that 
by the Conduct of Lord Louden they will soon take another 
turn. The Death of poor Nat. Cunningham surprised me 
much, he had but short Enjoyment of the Advantages 
which his superior Fortune gave him. Mr. & Mrs. Kilby 
were extremely handsome to me in Tjondon, therelore I 
think the like Civihties are due to Mrs. Cunningham, espe- 
cially as she now is in a manner friendless. I have so often 
made excuses to mv Friends for not \vriting them that I am 
ashamed to repeat them aj^ain, jiartieularly I he^; Pardon 
of Mr. Wm. Cooper and Mr. Mlnot for Neglettiug them as 
I have but I hope tliey will he so Kind as to remember that 
close Attention t() Business only could have caus'd so great 

a Ne«;le('t. I should also with Pleasure address myself 

to Father Lechmere, Mr. Hancock <S: many others, but it is 
impossible, nor can I, 1 fear, get tiiui enough to write my 
Dear Motlier, Bro. & Sister. However 1 will embrace the 
first Leisure Moment I have to accomplish this* I am sorry 
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Fatber Leehmeie does not incline to draw any more as his 
Bills were always good, and attended witii no tioable, bein^ 
always ready in Mr. Lane's hands^ but I don't doubt your 
Care in procuring me otbers, & I must not foig^ to tell 
you that my good Friend Mr. Lane gave me a Letter of 
Credit in Scotiand without limitation, which I take as a 
great Instance of his regard. I have not else to add Hon*' 
Sir, save Duty to my Dear Mother Love to Bro' & Sister & 
that lam 

Your Dutiful! Son 

Thomas Bulitkch. 

Doetf Thomas BvuncH 

in Boston 

F Capt. Spender, London lu Feb. 1757 

BmM ft fonvttdid hy Sir f mmfe obed. nrf" I^ne 9t Bootii 

The second and last letter from the &dier runs as fol- 
lows : — 

Boston, Feb. '21, 1757. 

Dear Child — T wrote hy Robson, Volnis^bt & Morti- 
mor & sent you Mr. Lecbmrn 's 1. 'i, & 3'^ bills ot Exch* on 
Messrs Lane & Bootli tor tliK) SttnHng & sent M™ Lane 
in Mortimpr a Cask of New York biskit. ... If you re- 
turn Home in the Spring this may probably be one of the 
last letters you may receive from me. 1 have sent by this 
Conveyance an Invoice of Drugs & medicines in a packet to 
he left at Mr. Lane's untill you return from Scotland, which 
would have you bring with you, the Cost will be about Jtl2 
Sterling. I sent you formerly all my Instruments except 
the Silver catheter & Gorget, 1 pair of large probe scizars, 
& Case of Dissecting Knives which are but Indifferent & 
would have you gett a now sett, & Case of needles, my 
Goiget is too short for the new way of Cutting for the 
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Stone^ yon had best gett 2 longer ones, a cuttmg one, I 
have lent or lost my Trocar & long steel probe. . . . 

Shall 8^d you by next a bill of £50 sterling & would 
ha^e yon buy us a Case of Silver handled knives and forks 
with partitions for a Dozen o£ Spoons & 2 Dozen Ivory 
handle D* for our ease, several of them being broke, let the 
blades be good. A pair of Lamps for the Chariot, a mgg 
foe myself, snch a Colour as you sent before & half a Dozen 

of Thred Stocking Some Stocking & Gloves for y* m". 
Some flowering Shrubs that you sent before are all dead. 
A coat for your neice> yon will find the pattern for it in y* 
paeke^ Some mittins for your Sister & both her child". 

I would advise you to Come Home in a Man of War if 
any should be orderd here or to Hallyfax, or in a Mastship 
who allways are allowd convoy, or in the packet to New 
York; if the war continues the dangw will be very great 
in our Common Vessels, what you send in them would have 
yon fully Insure. It would not be amiss for you to get a 
letter of Credit firom some Gentleman in London to some 
person in France in ease you shonld be taken, you need 
not be Confined in a Groal. If this meets you in Scotland 
& you can procure a Diploma for Mr. Cooper would have 
you get it, the Charo^e will not be much. . . . 

My Dear Child I coiuend you to a Good Kind ]»rovi- 
dence »fc pray that we may have a happy Sight of Each 
other & remain 

Your Affectionate Father 

Tho* Bulfikch. 

U* Booth Sent y* Claws 
& SUybell* hj BmoB 
wiiidi I tec* 

fon may bring me a poehet Salvatofy. 

The series closes with the following letter from the son : 
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LoKDOH, NoTember T^^ 17S7. 

HoH* Sib — Your faTOiira of the 1" of Augugt p' Spender 
& Gowky came safe to hand, & the bill inclosed met with 
due honour, I can't hut take notice of your kind proriBion 
for me^ notwithatanding your Complaints of not hearing 
from me ; but yon may he assured that whatever my Neg- 
lects have been in the year past, I am however not inseur 
sible of the Duly and Obligation which I owe you. I have 
now the pleasure to inform you that on the C ullf I was 
honoured with a Degree of of FhysLe in the TJniveisi^ 
of Edinburgh, and that I am once more safely arrived in 
London; But altho* I passed the several Examinations 
previous to my Graduation to the intire approbation of the 
ProfesBors, yet I am not a little anxious when I raflect on 
the Importance of the trust on which I am entering. The 
Thesis which I have published (the Subject of which is De 
Crisibus) 1 liave inscribed to Dr. Nichols. T own that the 
Duty and Affection wliich I owe to yon deni.infled rather 
that I should have addressed [it] to yon, l)ut niy reasons 
for dedicating it to the D' will I donbt not be very satisfac- 
tory to you, when I have an opportnnity uf giving them 
to yon at large. At present 1 shall only s<iv that T liave 
ad()])t( (1 an opinion of his, of the vSoul's Intiuent i over the 
Functions of the Botly, thereby regnlatinsf and governing 
its several actions, an Hvpotliesis which to some appears 
highly ridiculous & absurd, but owing 1 imagine cliieHy to 
their not duly considering the matter. The Hypothesis is 
not new for it is as old as Plato, & is embrjiced bv the cele- 
brated Stalil of Grermany, Porterfield of Edinburgh, & many 
other very learned men, but none have carried it (juite so 
far as Dr. Nichols, as yon will see by his elegant production 
de Anima Medica. I fear I shan't he able to send you any 
of my Theses by this Conveyance but you may expect some 
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by the next. But now metbinki I hear yon say, well Child, 
sinoe you have been from me so long, and baTe executed 
the plan which you proposed at setting out, u it not time 
to think of returning home? 't is tme indeed^ S' I have 
been long from you and Ettie did I think when I left you 
that I should prove so expensive to yon, but however I hope 
that your kindness & my Endeavours will not all be lost, 
altiio* I confess that the progress which I have made bears 
but very small proportion to the ample field in whidi I have 
been engaged. As a proper Theory is the surest founda* 
tion on which to build future practicei I have therefore 
been engaged in the year past in that pursuit, well knowing 
how great Advantage I shall receive from your extennve 
Knowledge in Practice, when it shall please God to give us 
a meeting. Tbe greatest Inducement which I have to con- 
tinue longer in this place is, that by my acquaintance with 
a \'ery worthy Gent" first Physician to the Middlesex Hos- 
])ital I have an Opportunitv oi attending tlie Bnsiness of 
the Hospital GiutiH, nay iaitliov, another i'liyf^ician of the 
s<une Hospital being^ gone into the Country to settle, his 
part of the Business of the house falls into the hands of my 
Fiiend first mentioned, who has made me the offer of nian- 
aginj^ this part for him, so that I have an opportnnitv of 
prescrlbinpj myself and trying^ whatever methods may l>e 
agreable to me. If the Gent" nu iitn i f I t^ives up his place 
as Physician, which if lie settles m tin Conntry he must, I 
have interest suffieient to get cliose in his room, provided I 
can stay in London anotlier Year. However as I imaj^ine 
this will not be agreable to my I riends. T shall content 
myself with being only Assistant Physician dnrin<^ the win- 
ter Season ; whereby 1 shall get as much Knowledge the' 
not so much Credit as if I was principjU. I have endeavored 
since I have been in £nglaud to intermix as much pleasure 
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with Buamesa as I could conveniently, however not quite so 
much as I «oald have chose, and my Friends all advise me 
now, to relax myself a littile more during this Winter, which 
I can vny weU do, «nce the Business of my Hospital will 
take up only 2 or 3 hours in the forenoon. But then how 
can I think of heaping farther Expence upon you, when I 
have already so exceeded the Bounds I had proposed, 
indeed it will he hut for one winter more & then I hope to 
return to you, no longer to be an Expenc^ but by the 
Blessmg of God a Comfort and Credit Not but tiiat I 
must say a Tour into Italy for a Twelvemondi or so would 
not be disagxeable^ but this I dare not think of . ... If I 
accept die place just mentioned I must put on a great Wig, 
& all the Pomp of the Physician, which is the only objec- 
tion I have to it. ... I dined with Dr. Nidiok a few Days ' 
ago. He thanked me for the fine Bearskin & likes it so 
well that he does not intend to nse it tUl he has a new 
Chariot, which he has lately bespoke. I have got yours, 
my Mother's &'Si8ter*s Dkections for sundry things Avhich 
I shall take [pains] to comply wiih, but as it is so long 
since the measures for my Niece's Coat were taken 1 fear it 
will not answer, however will manage as well as I can. I 
am very glad Mr. Leehmere has given me a Letter of Crerlit 
as it is very uncertain what uiuuey I might want. You will 
excuse me if I should be a little more Extravagant this 
Winter than formerly, as it is impossible to live genteelv 
here & attend publick places witiiout a verv consuierable 
J^xpence, but I shall endeavour at tlie same time to bo as 
frugal as I well can. I am Dr. Sir wishing the coutmuauce 
of your health 

Your DutifuU Son 

Thomas Bulfingh. 



32 CIIAELES Bl'L FINCH, ARCHITECT 

One month after the diite of this letter, <m December 2^ 
1757, the elder physician died at his home in Boston, so 
that the writer never saw his father again. The trip to 
Italy must have been abandoned at once, as the young man 
returned directly to America, to take up his father's practice 
and carry it on alone^ putting his new wisdom to the test of 
immediate mperience, but deprived of the companionship 
and the sympathy vhich both had hoped for. The father 
is said by 0r. Cooper, in an obituary notiecy to have been 
"a constant, unshaken friend, a lover of English liberty, of 
good order and good government. . . . The public have 
reason to regret bis loss, not only as an ezcellait physician, 
but as a good citizen, irhose example was beneficial to the 
community." 

On September 13, 1759, the young Dr. Bulfinch was 
married to Susan Apthorp, daughter of a family well known 
to Boston historians, and especi illx identified willi the 
<^ronicIe8 of King's Chai)el. Her &tber was Gharleri Ap- 
thorp, a distinguished merchant, also paymaster and com- 
missary to the British forces qimrtered in Boston. His 
name and virtues are commemorated by a marble tablet on 
the northern wall of King's Chapel, the building he had 
founded with Governor Shirley, and which owed much to 
his generosity and zeal. In his day he was called the riehest 
man in Boston, and rich in t-hlldren lie would ceitaiuly 
he considered in modern times, for his family iiuiuhered 
eighteen sons and daughters, ot whom it is siiid that four- 
teen lived to maturity, and that it was a goodly sight to see 
them gathered around the family tcible. 

Charles Apthorp, educated at Eton, was the sou of .John 
Apthoq) and Susan ins wife, whose maiden nam** w .is Ward, 
of the family of Lord Ward, o£ Bixley, now Bexley, in 
England. 

His wite, Grizzell or Griselda Eastwicke, was descended 
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from the Sir John Lloyd who assisted in conveying Charles 
II. to France after the battle of Worcester. The portraits 
of Charles Apthorp and his wife Grtselda represent them as 
a stately and prosperous couple, seemingly fully equal to 
the duties entailed by their numerous family. The attitude 
of the lady is peculiarly lofty and spirited. 

Her early years were passed in the Island of Jamaica, and 
there is a tradition that her father, finding it difficult to pro- 
cure the instruction for his dau^ter then considered proper 
for a young girl, placed her under the charge of his sons* 
tutor, to share their lessons, and her education was therefore 
much superior to what many women of that period enjoyed. 

It IB certain that her daughter Susan, who came as a 
hride to the mansion house in Bowdoin Square was a 
woman of nurked intelligHice and cultivation, and through- 
out her long life commanded more than ordinary regard 
from her children and associates. 

A fine portrait by Blackburn, owned by one of her de- 
scendants,* represents her near die time of her marriage, a 
pretty creature in gray ^Ik and white lace, with dark hair, 
and bright eyes full of animation and mischirf. The young 
doctor, in his Borneo " letter, had hinted fedingly at a 
sympathy with lovers' woes, and, if it was Susan Apthorp 
who then ruled his thoughts, we cannot marvel. We know 
less of this interesting jieriod of her youth than of her later 
life, when her own letters and the descriptions of Dr. Freeman 
liiul others bring her near to us. '•Xaturc had given her 
intellectual powers of uncoinmon vigor," writes J)r. Frremuu. 
She was the child of fancy aiul wit, but had bci ii educated 
by religious parents in the strictt»st principles of purity and 
virtue. In later days, her deportuient is said to have been 

''erect and dignified. It inspired respect and frequently 
»> • 

awe. 

> Mr. J. T. Coolidge, Jr. 
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YOUTH AND FOBEIGH IKAVBL 
1^68-1787 

So before oor Tision did hope hang over the future, 
Lttiing oor eyes abroad into uewljr opeulug pathways. 

GORHI. 

It is difficult for any 
ODe now, standing in Bow- 
doin Square and vatching 
the oity crowds as they 
thrcmg the sidewalks and 
sttrround the electfic cars 
constantly coming and go- 
ing, to form an idea ol 
vhat'it resembled in 1763, 
a doflen years before the 
ReYoltttion, and picture to 
the mind's eye the country 
roads ' and green fields of . 
West Boston, where Ihe 
Ghardon and Bnlfinch 
houses stood side by nde. 
The square was even then 
the seat of several other 
fine rendenoes, half hidden among their stately trees, and 
was one of the aristocratic centres of the town. But the 
ndghborhood was still sparsely settled, and much of the 
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area west of it» Drake tells ns, was in its primitive condi- 
tion of fields or pastures. The old building of the West 
Church, near by, was standing th^n, replaced since by a 
.more modern structure ; and not far oil' upon the bill may 
, have stood the ancient windmill known to have been there 
in earlier times. 

l>r. Thomas Bulfinch owned, beside his mansion with its 
garden, stable, and grounds on the east side of tbe square, 
a lot of four acres, known in die reoc«ds as Bulfindi's pas- 
tore, on the opposite side of the road, in the region then 
known as ^ Valley Acre," lying between Beacon and Pem- 
berton hills. It was bought by the first, doctor while his 
son was abroad, and remained in the &mily for some fifty 
years. . We read of many such pastures at that time, — Mid- 
dleoott's, Atkinson's, Stanley's, and others. The exact 
dimepaions of this are still preserred. It included the 
present site of the Bevero House, and ran back on Cam* 
bridge Street probably as far as Bowdoin (then Middlecott), 
following^ this up the hiD to near Ashburton Place. The 
remaining boundary is no doubt marked by the present 
Bulfinch Street. 

The Boston of that time was the Boston of the royal 
governors and the Province House, and of many meetings 
of patriots in tlie famous old tjiverns of the North End. 

The pedasroiruL,, Master Juhnuy Tilestoii, had just suc- 
ceeded Zachuriah Hicks as the head of the north writing" 
school, and his quaint figure could often he seen in the 
street while he set his watch by the clock on the Old South 
Church. 

The year before this, the Paddock einis had been planted, 
that for more than a (••nitury cast a grateful shade over 
Tremont Street and the Granary Burying Ground, now 
sadly missed in the scorching summer days. From his 
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hoii&e and shop opposite, Captain Paddock could keep them 
well in sit^ht, watching over their njrowth and safety, and 
he now and again found occasion hy public notice to warn 
the youth of both sexes " not to molest them. 

In this very year tlie first jnibHc coach of the town was 
established. It ran between Boston and Portsmouth, the 
headquarters being at the sign of the Lij^hthouse, at the 
Noi-th End) and was known as the Portsmouth Flying 
Coach. To aave the mconvenience of the ferry, the stage 
and horses were kept across the water at Cliarlestown, for 
the town had then no bridges to the mainland. 

Dr. Bulfittch and his \\ife Susan had eight childion in 
all; of whom but three attained to their majority. A Bible 
in two ponderous volumes gives ns the family register for 
several ^generations. It bears first the curious autograph 
of Charles Apthorp, dated 1751, and just below is that of 
his son, East Apthorp, at Cambridge, 1760. It is then, in 
the next year, given by East to his sister, Mrs. Bulfinch, 
and by her in 1777 to her ''dear son Charles;" while a 
note, to be explained by the disturbed condition of the 
times, requests any stranger, into whose bands the book may 
fall, to return it to the family. 

Charles was the second child, and the first to survive 
infancy. Of his early years we know almost nothing. 
One relic alone of his boyhood has come down to us in the 
shape of a small copy of '' Dialogorum Sacrorum," almost 
bhick with age and childish handling. The fly-leaves are 
covered from top to bottom with schoolboy scribblings, and 
it is insGfibed Charles Bulfinch, his Book, Bought of Mr. 
Bowes, July 16* 1773.** On the inside cover are two pen- 
and-ink drawings oi mther slial^ little columns, less than 
tliree inches high, and somewhat after the Corinthian ord^. 

We know turtlier tliut his companion and playmate must 
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have been his sbter Susan, or ^' Sukey,*' a bright and loydy 
girl, three years younger than himself, whose early death — 
on her fifteenth birthday — left her parents brdcen-hearted, 
and made a deep impression on the family history. Some 
of her childish toys wa:e sacredly cherished, and handed 
down to later generations : a monming ring marked " Sukey 
Bulfineh ** still exists, and her portrait, a pastel painting, 
shows us her smiling, pretty face with its bright hazel eyes 
and soft waves of brown hair. 

An old copy of the ''Boston Gazette *' for November 12, 
1781, has been car^ully kept. It contains the great news 
of the surrender of Lord Comwallis, and, besides this and 
of nearer signiticance^ there is a touehiag notice of the 
death of the young girl, " Miss Sukey." 

Two younger sisters, Anna aiid Elizabeth, completed the 
family, and it seems probable, from what we know, that the 
widowed grandmother, Madam Grizzell Aptliorp, often 
made her home with them. A beautiful portrait of Kh/a- 
beth, the youngest cliild, afterwards Mrs. Coolidge, is 
owned hj her descendantij. Tradition says that Sukey, 
though so young, had already become aifianced to Mr. 
Jonathan Freeman ; and that Anna was for a long time 
courted l)y Sir Rooer Hale SheaflFe, the gallant Bostonian, 
who won his honors abroad, hnt that her mother was 
unwilling to spare her to his distant home in England. 

Meantime a number of the relatives were already settled, 
more or less permanently, on the other side of the water. 
Mrs. Bnltiiu'h's brother, the liev. Eust Ajithorp, first rector 
of Christ Clinrch in Cambridge, returned to England in 
1764, and Ids family have since resided there. Her eldest 
sister, Gnzzell, had mai'ried Barhiw^ Trecothiek. afterwards 
Lord Mayor of London, and other members of her large 
circle of brothers and sisters were spending long intervals in 
Europe. 
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With Dr. Bulfinch himself we are already acquainted 
through his early letters. There are none remaininf^ in the 
family which belong to a later period, and perhaps from 
this cause his image lacks something of the warmth and 
clearness with which the character of the earlier Thomas 
conies before us. Dr. Thacher records of him that he was 
of an active, healthy frame, and distinguished for an un- 
common attraction of person and el^ance of manners, with 
a mild and unassuming character ; that he enjoyed a large 
share of very genteel practice, living in handsome style and 
keeping a chariot $ and was greatly valued and respected by 
all his patients. He was a decided friend to the rights of the 
colonies, but remained in Boston during its occupation by 
the Briti^i and suffered die loss of a large quantity of medi- 
cine, forcibly taken by order of the British general for the 
use of the troops, without acknowledgment or remuneraik»n. 
Among his friends were Governors Hancock and Bowdoin. 

fie is said to have been unwilling to have his portrait 
painted, but we have a black silhouette, taken after the 
fashion of the time, with braided cue tied with ribbon bows. 
His medicine chest and silver pill-box have likewise come 
down to us. The family chronicles dwell upon his benevo* 
lence, for which his profession gave ample opportunities, 
and describe him as having, in the language of the day, a 
fine flow of cheerfulness." 

An episode of this period should find a place here, as Dr. 
Bulfinch was, from his connection with King's Chapel, a 
cliic'f actor in it.^ This was no less an event than the sepa- 
ration of that c'liiirch bodv from the communion of the 
Protestant Kpiticopal Church. We read in the *' ^Icmorial 
History of Boston," vol. iii. j)p. 4;)0-4.VJ, m Uisliop Brooks's 

> Hp wn^ himself baptizrc], Jiinr 1728, aft the chiuch in Brattle Squan^ 
where the family- belou^d at tliat time. 
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account of the Episcopal Churches of Boston, that before 
the Bevolutionaiy War was ended, and while tiieir house 
of worship was still used by the congregation of the Old 
South, in September, 1782, tibe wardens of Kingr'g Chapel 
^Dr. Thomas Bulfinch and Mr. James Ivors — invited 
Afr. James Freeman, a young man of twenty-three yeiirs of 
age, then hving at Walpole, to officiate for them as reader 
tot six months. In the eourse of the next two years, Mr. 
Freeman told his parishionerB his opinions had undergone a 
change, and he therefore offered for their use an amended 
form of prayer and worship, more suited to his present 
belief. The church accepted these amendments, though 
still calling themselves Episcopalians, and wishing to form 
a part of the new Episcopal Church of the United States. 
But Tvlit'U Mr. Freeman applied to Bishop Sea'bury for ordi- 
nation, (lie Bishop, after abking- ad\ ice of his clergy, did not 
think lit to confer orders upon him on such a jnofession of 
faith as he thought proper to give. Mr. Freeman also 
failed iti his application tu l)r. Provoost at New York. 
Thus ended the eilort for Kpiscopalian ordination, md on 
Novenil>er IS, 1787, after the usual Sunday evenin<r service, 
the senior warden of the King's Chapel, Dr. Thomas Bul- 
finch, acting for the eon^regation, ordained Mr. Freeman 
to be rector, minister, priest, pastor, teaching elder, and 
pubhc teacher" of their society. Of course .so bold and so 
unusual an act excited violent remonstrance. A protest 
was sent forth by certain of the original proprietors of the 
Chapel, to which the wardens issued a reply. Other pro- 
tests from Trinity Church, Newburyport, and Portsmouth 
followed, without leading to any change of attitude on the 
part of the ^(Hicty, and ''from the day of Mr. Freeman's 
ordination the King's Chapel ceased to be counted among 
the Episcopal churches of Boston." 
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Bishop Biooks goes on to say thai the whole transac- 
tion bears evidence of the oonfosion o£ the ecclesiastical life 
of those distracted days. The spirit of Unitarianism was 
already present in many of the Congregational churches of 
New England. It was because, in the Kingfs Chapel, that 
spirit met the dear terms of a stated and required liturgy, 
that that church was tiie first to set itself avowedly upon 
the basis of the new belief. The attachment to the Uturgy 
was satisfied by the retenticm of so much of its well-known 
form \ and the high chazacter of Mr. Freeman, and the pro^ 
found respect which his oncerity and piety and learning 
won in all the town, did a great deal to stren^hen the 
establishment of the belief to wliicli his congregation gave 
their assent." 

A strong regard and attachment was felt for Dr. Free- 
man by Dr. Bulfincli and his tauuly, and for two genera- 
tions his deseendants continued to Hud their religious home 
iu King's Clia|)el. 

We give now that portion of the antohiography in which 
Cliuiles refers to his early years, his youth, and foreign 
travels : — 

1 have now arrived at the mention of circumstc'inces of 
my own life, connected with imjmrtant events ; but a de- 
tailed autobiogiaphy would include so many indi%ndnals 
with whom I have been connected that I shall only give a 
general sunimary. I was hoi n in 1763, considered Jis a 
year of triumph ; the peace with France having just been 
ellVcted, after a successful war, in which Canada had been 
conquered, & all fear of a formidable enemy on the frontier 
had been removed. My earliest recollections are of the 
altercations and political disput(» occasioned by the attempts 
of the mother country to raise a revenue in the colonies, of 
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the lesisfcanGe to the Stamp Act, of the destraction of the 
tea in Boston harbour, of the firing upon the citizens in 
State streety then called King street, Idar. 5, 1770> of the 
blockade of the port, and removal of the Custom house 
to Salem, of the arrival of the British troops & of their 
encampment on the Common & Fort hill \ of the fight at 
Lexington, & the battle of Bunker hill, which I saw the 
progress of from the roof of our dwelling house ; of the 
continuance of the siege of Boston & of the evacuation of 
the town by the British troops on March 17, 1776. 

After the return of the inhabitants to Boston the town 
schools being reorganized, I was readmitted to the Latin 
school under Mr. Hunt & fitted for College, which I 
tntc'ixMl in 1778, and graduated in 1781. The class con- 
sisted oi" only 27, and it now appears extraordinary to me 
that the pjirents of even tliat small number conld determine 
to pursue an expensive education of their children at a time 
when the war was raj^inj*' & husiness interruptetl, but I 
think it proves tlie general confidence in the success of the 
cause. This small class included several -who liave done 
honour to their College and have been distinguished in 
public lite; Dudley A. Tyng, Judge Davis, Judge Paine, 
the liev^ B. Howard, and Hon Sam' Dexter & others. 

My disposition woidd have led me to the study of physic, 
but my father was averse to my engaging in the practice of 
what he considered a laborious profession. & I was placed 
in the counting room of Joseph liarrell, Escj., an intimate 
friend & esteemed a correct merchant; but unfortunately 
the unsettled state of the times prevented Mr. Barrell from 
engaging in any active husiness, so that for except about 
three months of hurried employment, when he was engaged 
in victualing a French fleet in our harbour, my time passed 
veiy idly and I was at leisure to cultivate a taste for Archi- 
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tectore, whieh was encouraged by attending to Mr. Banell^s 
improvement of his estate and [the improvements] on our 
dwelling house & the houses of some friends^ all of whieh 
had become exceedingly dilapidated during the war. Com- 
ing of age about this time, an Uncle, Greorge Ap^orp died 
in SIngland, and a portion of his property, about £200 Stl*, 
came to my parents, who devoted it to my use for a visit 
to Europe. I aoeordingly embarked in June, 1785, and 
retomed Jan. 1787. The time of my visit to Europe was 
passed, partly in London & in visits to friends of my family 
in different parts of England ; in a visit to France & 
through that country to Italy. At Parts I tarried some 
^e to view its buildings & odier objects of curiosity, to 
which I was introduced by letters from the Marquis La Fa- 
yette & Mr. Jefferson, then minister there. From Paris I 
proceeded in the spring of 178G through Nantz & Bordeaux 
& by the canal of Luii«ruedoL' to Marseilles & then to 
Antibes, from which place I crossed in an ojx n it lucu to 
Genoa, thence to LtH>ln)in & Pis.t, l)y Viterbu t^; Sienna 
to Rome, where I'l-uuiaiued three ^v^■^'ks. ^: tluMi retmiu'd 
by Bologna, Florence, Panna, Placeiitia and Milan over the 
Al])s by Mont Cenis, to Lyons & aii^ain to Paris : after a 
short stay there, T returned to London by way of Rouen & 
Dieppe, erossmt;; the channel to Brighton. This tour was 
highly gratifying, as you may well suppose. 1 was de- 
lighted in observing tlie numerous objects & ]>eauties of 
nature art tliat I met with on all sides, particularly the 
wonders of Arcliiteetnre, & the kindred arts of painting & 
sculpture, as my letters to friends at home very fidly 
express ; but these pursuits did not confirm me in any busi- 
ness habits of buying & selling, on the contrary they had 
a powerful adverse influence on my whole after life. 
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The letters which follow, written at the tune of his 
foreign travels, ate addressed to his parents, excepting one 
to his intimate friend, George Storor. 

An allusion is made in the second letter to the Church 
plate " of King's Cliapel. This ancient communion plate 
was the gift of King William and Mary, George 11., and 
George m. Part of it had heen distributed before the 
Kevolution to other parishes of the church in New Eng- 
land. That portion here referred to, which was canned 
away by the last royalist rector on the evacuation of Boa- 
ton, amounted to 2,800 ounces of silver. This property was 
never recovered by King's Chapel. 

TO DR. THOMAS BULPIKCH. 

London, August 12"', 1785. 

Dear Sik — I have been anxiously \vaitiii<i^ for an oppor- 
tunity to inform you of s ifo arrival, & agreeable .situa- 
tion in tliLs city, as I knew you would be desirous of the 
earliest informatioti. This I shall send by Capt. Fellows & 
will only inform you of uuitien^ in general terms; by Capt. 
Lvdc wild will sail in 2 or 8 days, I shall write particularly. 
This 1 am the mori' inclined to do as I have had a hint that 
FeUows is to stop at some (Uit port to takr on board a cargo 
of salt ; and in that ease Lyde will arrive botorct him. 

Notwithstandiny; your good wishes. & our sanguine 
expeetations. our ]>assa<:i;e, eonsideruii;- t!\(' season, was 
rather lonir and iiisaiireeable. After l)ein<»- out about a 
fortnight we lost one of onr masts, a very unfortunate eii- 
cumstance, for our ship at best was a very dull sailor & 
under sueh a disadvantage we were fearful of a very tedious 
passage. With an agreeable circle in the cabin & as excel- 
lent a captain Jis ever was on the sea, we contrived to pass 
our time pleasantly, in spite of sea sickness with which I 
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was particularly aiflicted. The sight of land filled us with 
pleasure, & we landed the 20^ of July, early in the morn- 
ing, after a paas^fe of 36 days, without including the week 
we spent against oar will, in Boston harbour. Portsmouth, 
where we landed, is 72 miles from London ; we however 
resolved to puf^h on & taking post chaises, arrived about 
eleven at night in this city. This is, in my opinion, the 
best time to enter London, you are astonished with the 
splendour from the immense number o£ lamps, & there is a 
sufficient degree of obscurity to make a sublime scene. 
Mr. Borland, who had been before in Enghind, was our 
guide; he cam«l as to an imt «h«« ire neruited irfter 
our fatigue, & the next day I called upon Mr. Wheel- 
wright ; he received me with the greatest civility & insisted 
upon my tarrying with him while in London. He is very 
agreeably rituated in one of the handsomest streets of the 
city in the neighborhood of Mrs. Green & Mr. Joy. Mrs. 
Wheelwright is a very pleasing httle woman, & they have 
cme little girl, who, you may suppose, is a great favourite. 

I have been engaged ever since my arrival in gratifying 
my curiosity with the sight of boildingH &o & find 
I have still a great deal to see. I have spent several days 
at Croydon very agreeably. My Uncle's' family consists 
wholly of daughters, except one little boy, who seems very 
sprightly & clever. Yesterday & the day before I passed 
at Mr. Coore's seat, a few miles from town. Mrs. Lech- 
mere liappened to be tliere, «lie is in very good health, & is 
not at all altered from her appearance when in Boston. 
Mrs. Coore retains all her spripfhtliiu ss & good humour, 
is here thought quite handsoine. Mr. Coore is a genteel, 
agreeable man, in exceeding good business, has foiu" very 
fine ehildren a])pcars very happy ; he gives but little 
encouragement in tiie affair of Gen. Howe. But of all 

' Dr. East Aptburp's. 
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these subjects I shall write more fully by Lyde. Mi. & 
Mrs. Atkinson & family and Mr. C. Storer will embark for 
New York, in their way to Boston in th<» course of a month, 
))y them I shall send long accounts of myself & inform you 
bow I mean to proceed; at present I am undetermined 
whether to go upon the contineut this winter^ or tarry h^ 
till the spring. (I have receiyed your letters by Gapt. 
Coffin, & by a ship from Rhode Island, & in the mercantile 
phrase, / note the contents ; they gave me great pleasure 
as they informed [me] of your health & that of my dear 
Mamma ; pray let the Uttle girls know I have not forgot 
them, & as a proof of it I shall, some time hence, send each 
of them a /e^tor, & shall certainly expect one in return.) 
Let George know that my constant engagements prevent 
my writing to him by this conveyance, but tiiat I purpose 
doing it very foon. I fear Mr. Barrel has met with a great 
loss in Mr. Soderstrom of Gottenburgh, as I am informed 
he has stopped payment. I have forwarded to Gotten- 
burgh the bill drawn by Mr. Barrel, but I fear there is no 
prospect of its being accepted. Please to make my best 
respects to Mr. BorreD, and inform him of these circum- 
stances ; witii the proceeds of the bill I was to purchase 
some articles to send out iMs fidl. If it should be pro- 
tested I wiU take care that the articles shall be purchased 
by some other means rather than disappoint him. 

I w ish to he remembered to all mv friends, in particular 
[^Ir. & Mrs.] Coopei l^: my coiiHin, 3Ir. Storer, Mr. Frot^ 
man (both of the name) and especially [Mr. Mrs. 
Dehlois. I li( i]>e my Mauima'.s health is at least as f^ood as 
Aviiea 1 kti her & assure her that I shall return with pleas- 
ure to my native country. Respects to my Grandmamma. 
1 am with ali'ectionate rc<;ar(ls 

Your dutiful Son. 
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We are momently expedang the airival of CaUahan. I 
hope the GoUonade goes on with spirit. 

This last lefeience is unexplained. It cannot have heen 
Colonnade Row^ as that was bnilt much later^ in 1810-11. 

TO DB. THOMAS BULFINCH. 

Lomwif , Deoenber 12!^» 1765. 
Drar Sib, — Yonr letter by Gapt Cashing found me 
stiU here, where I had heen waiting in anxious expectation 
for his arriTsl ; a report which preyailed that he had sailed 
from Boston much earlier than h« actually did, had made 
us rather apprdtensive for his safety. I should have been 
in France before this, had not I expected some papers by 
Cashing to instruct me respecting your matters. The 
demand on government is exactly in the same situation as 
whod I arrived. Cd, Norton has done nothing, he tiiinks 
tiie officers of the Treasury, &c. are very divil to him and 
much in his interest, but their civility should not be esteemed 
a real inclination to serve him. It arises wholly from habit, 
and is the court manner of silencing the importunate. I 
do not know but the best tiling- you could do, would be to 
put the ulVair alto<^i'tliL'r into thi' hands of Mr. Coore ; he 
will be SX& likely to succeed as any one. I believe you must 
not expect to recover the whole sum demanded, but if he 
can compound for ])art it will he better than to lose the 
whole. I fear your jdan of making a doniand through Mr. 
Adams will not he attotjdpfl witli atiy good consequences. 
The government here is not so well disj>osi'd to liKten to 
tlie demands of Congress. Mr. Adams cannot engage theni 
to form a treaty, thou^li they behave to hiiu with tiit 
utmost civility and politeness. I think if it is made a 
national matter the British goverumeut will expect some 



t 

\ 

Digiii^4u Ly Google 



YOUXM AND FOMMIQN TRAVEL 



4T 



compensatioii to the Loyalists for tiidr estates, debts, &c. 
before they pay for any hMses sustained from their army. 
I was in hopes I should receive some further documents 

respecting the Church plate, and also Mr. B ^'s debt. 

The Doctor has been allowed by government a sum fully 
equivalent to his house in Boston, so that he can now have 
no plausible reason for detaining the plate, bat as he still 
means to keep it, I should be glad to be furnished widi such 
papers as would enable me to compel a return of it. If 

Mr. B is indebted to you a hint that you expect him 

to pay would not be amiss; he is iii very good circum- 
stances and can very well afford it ; an account properly 
attested and vouch'd would soon oblige him to produce the 
money. 

This week 1 mean to set off for Paris. Thiscircunisiauce 
need not prevent your writing by every conveyance, for 
the ])osts are so re<j;'ular here that my being in France will 
makn a ditfereiice oi only a very few days ; but T must 
tneiitU)!! tliat you must not he surprized if a ship from Lon- 
don should rejich yon without any letters from me, for as T 
shuii be on the Continent for 3 or 4 months, it will be 
hardly possible for me tn know of every ojiportunity of 
writing, but you may rely upon it, I shall do all in my 
power to be a regular Correspondent. 

The Ship Ceres is unfortunately east away on the French 
coast. Mr. Barrett saved your letter from the wreck and 
forwarded it to me. I received it in a tatter'd condition, 
but it was quite legible, and therefore, as you may suppose, 
gave me pleasure. 

The pillars of the CoUonade are, no doubt, still in an 
horizontal position. I hope they have been bored to secure 
them from splitting ; had not you a very difficult piece of 
work to get them into Clement's shop? I suppose they 
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must be very heavy. I have seen Capt. Gushing, who 
informs me the Bridge^ is in great forwardness. I hope it 
will stand till I return, as T should like much to see it, but 
I am not sure whether 1 would venture to pass over it. 

If you wish to know how I spend mj time &c. &c. I 
must beg leave to refer you to my letter to my Mamma and 
am 

Dear Sir 

Your dutiful son. 

The allusbn at the end of the following letter is to Miss 
Apthorp^ the dark-eyed young cousin who afterwards be- 
came his wife 

TO MB. QEOBGB STORES. 

Masmillks, Mkj 2*, 1768. 

Deab Gbobob, — Notwithstanding I have met with the 
greatest instances of politeness and civility in this country, 
still I feel a want of a friend and companion to whom I can 
impart all my thoughts. At L'Orient I met with a young 
gentleman of Baltimore, we .formed an acquaintance and 
travelled together from UOrient to Bordeaux. This was a 
journey of about 300 miles and a very pleasant one ; from 
Bordeaux he went to Pans and I continued my course the 
opposite way. I am now 500 mites from Bordeaux and 
have uot met with an opportunity of speaking English three 

1 TUf WM the diarlci Bivoir Bridge, from tbe old fcixy Imidiiig to Cbaile*- 
towtii the flfai bridgiB oonstrivctcd from tlm peniaHuIa to the Diaiabuid. " The 

firft pier was laid on thp 14th .Iuin-, 17H5, and the brid^ thrown open for 
travel in little more than a year. This was considered at the time the greatest 
enteiptiM •ver undertaken in Amenea, and its sneoMsfal eotBpletion wac c«1e* 
Iwatad hj a pulilic procession, consisting of both branches of the Legislature, 
the proprietxrs ni il strtisiuis uf the bridge, iiiilitarv and eivio Meiatias. Salutei 
were fired from the Castle, Copp's and Breed's liill." 
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timefi during ihe whole journey. I am eenmble ibis will be 
of advantage to me in learning French, but at present it is 
very fatiguing. I have run over a vast tract of country, 
have seen a. variety of towns and people; you must not 
ezpeet a particular account of my travels till we meet, when 
I shall inform you of many things which it would be tedious 
to recite here^ and perhaps not prudent to commit to ^^aper. 
A young traveller in this coimtry should be on his guard 
against sharpers who pmh tbemsdves into bis acquaintance, 
profess a great regard and only watch an opj)ortiuiity of 
che<ating him. I have been so fortunate as to keep clear of 
them hitherto ; I have had letters from one city to another 
which have secured to ine an lionest acquaintance at least, 
and have been [)articularly happy in meetinof accidentally 
with some youn;]^ ])ers(>n who has served as a guide in every 
city where I have made any halt. It .i liaveller can meet 
with a genteel, polite conductor of this sort, it is a very 
pleasinpf circuni. stance for him. . . . 

It is now 3 months since I have received any letters from 
Boston. I lioj)e it is not owing- to your forgetting mt^, hut 
that the letters are waiting for me eitlier at Loadon or 
Paris. If at my arrival in those cities I don't find some 
very large ]>aclvets from you — woe betide you ! The Ship 
Leda arrived at L'Orient while I was there; the Captain 
informed me that Boston remained nearly in the same place 
as when I left it, and that matters in general went on in the 
old way. If we may judge by the num])ers of marriages, 
you are in a flourishing situation. 1 am only afraid you 
will marry ofP all the fine girls and that there will not he one 
left for me. I shall be looking out pretty soon after my 
return, and don't know whether yon had not better engine 
me the refusal of half a dozen, for if yon go on so rapidly 
as you have begun, 1 shall be compelled to take up with 
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some little Fiemli hussy. . . . You may expect ni(> in 
the fall, 1 think I shall be fully satisfietl with Kurope by 
that time. I lio})e the guns of the castle will he readv to 
give a siilute wlien I appear, and, what I shall esteem a 
greater pleasure, tliat your honor will be upon the wliarf to 
receive mc. Adi6u, perha})s yon think this letter short, hut 
upon niy word T am of a very ditlerent opinion, considering 
that the number of my corresimndents has increased, and 
that I have a long letter to write to London, as well as 
another to Boston. In very great haste your friend, &c. 

Charles Bulfinch. 

I just recollect that you mentioned something to me of 
yonr part at the ensuing Commencement. AU you have to 
do is to present 3 qnesticms, out of which the President will 
choose 4Hie for publication. I have not thought much 
about the matter, but if ihe following arrive in time to be 
of service to you I shall be very glad. But I much question 
whether that will be ihe case ; as it seems to me tiut the 
20* of June is the time iqi^pointed for giving them in. 

Whether, in a rising state, the utmost encouragement 
should not he given to foreign settlers? AiBrmat. 

Whedier excessive duties on commerce mrich a govern- 
ment? No. 

Whether theatrical exhibitions corrupt the manners of a 
people? Yes. 

Whether Agriculture and Manufactures should not be 
encouraged by bounties? Yes. 

I would translate the above into Latin for you, but upon 
my word I have such a jumble of French and English now 
in my head that it is absolutely out of my i)owot. You 
and Josh must lay your noddles together, and I don't doubt 
you will make exe^knt Ciceronian Latin. — Upon second 
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thoughts it will not do for you to g^ve in the S**, for you, 
not being ae(j[uainted with plays, cannot know the reasons 
i'or and against it. On this account I have added a fourth 
question. 

I wish you a happy conimeu cement. You must dance 
either with Miss Williams or Miss A — t — p. If with the 
latter squeeze hfr hand for me. If with the former do it 
for yourself. Adieu. 

May 20"'. Ko matter where, — hut not at Jlarseilles. 

TO MRS. THOMAS BULFINCir. 

MARfJKiLLEs, May i(y\ 1786. 

My dkak Mamma, — Since my last from T/Orient, I 
have been in constant motion towards this place, have run 
over a large tract, and seen great variety of objects j I have 
passed through all that part of France known to us in a 
comineidal view, have seen their manufactures, and com- 
menced some acquaintances which may perhaps be of advan* 
tage in future. From L'Onent I proceeded to Nantes, one 
nf the most mercantile towns of y' kingdom, and passed two 
days in viewing its cuiiosities, &c« Among these you will 
conclude the public buildings were not neglected. There 
are a £ew there worth notice, and by their situation pioduoe 
a good effect Eveiy town in France has one or more 
public walks, shaded with trees and kept in constant repair; 
these walks are usually surrounded by y* public buildings 
of y* place, which are an additional beauty at the same time 
that tiiey serve as a shelter from the wind ; I own myself 
much pleased with this mode of public walks, they contrib- 
ute to the health of the people, and by bringing together at 
certain hours persons of all classes, they give that general 
polish so observahle here. I met with Mr. Burril Games at 
Nantes, he is established there in y* commerce ; he received 
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me very cordially, and was very [mi lite in showing me the 
curiosities of the city. 1 passed tliroug'li many towns in my 
xoute to Bordeaux, but stopt only a few houis in the most 
remarkable. At Bordeaux I stayed a week ; it is a large com- 
mercial city, and in some parts very elegant. The theatre 
is the most superb in France — it is a noble structure of y* 
Coriiitliian order, and cost only £130,000 Sterling. I passed 
on from Bordeaux to Toulouse with almost as much rapidity 
as I now make the journey on paper, and embarked on y* 
granrl canal of Languedoc — the navigation here is rather 
tedious, the boat is drawn by horses, which seldom go faster 
than a common walk ; bat my Tiew in passing the canal 
wai^ to have an idea of lluit great work ; it is near an hun- 
dred miles in length, is 40 feet wide^ and tfaroughont has 
about 8 feet depth of water. It joins the Mediterranean 
Sea to y* Garonne^ and by this means to y* Ocean; it passes 
through Talfies, orer hills, across riveis, and under an arch 
formed through a mountain the length of 900 feet ; it is of 
the utmost advantage to y* Southern provinces of France, 
as it gives them an opportunity of carrying their products 
to market with vety little expence or trouble. The canal 
ends at Narbonne, a town famous in days of yore^ but as it 
has passed its meridian and seen its best days, I made no 
tarry tiiere, but pushed on for Montpellier. This place is 
better known to you by name than any other town in this 
part of France. Its being long celebrated for the excel- 
lence of its climate has made it the resort of invaUds, 
particularly the English. The town is situated on the top 
of an hill in the centre of a very extensive and beautiful 
valley. It contains many good houses, but it is ahnost impos- 
sible to have a peep at them, on account of the narrowness 
of the streets. ' They are built in this eonfinetl mannt r, 
with a view of keeping olf the sun, for as the houses are 
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very high, bifi rays can never reach the ground except for a 
few minutes at noon, and I was informed by an inhabitant 
that in the hottest season they enjoy a fine current of air. 
This confined manner of building may have its advantages, 
but I am sure that of being beautiful is by no means one of 
the most obvious. To enjoy the beauties of the situation, 
you must go without the walls, where they have formed a 
very beautiful square, ornamented on one side by a magni- 
ficent fountain, on anothw with a triumphal arch, and the 
center ib occupied by a noble equestrian statue of Louis 
XIV. on a white marble pedestal. The prospect from this 
place is as beautiful as the imagination can conceive, the 
view is bounded on one side by the town, on another by the 
Alps at a great distance, on another by the Pyrenean 
Mountains, and the fourth presents an extensive view of the 
Meditenunean. The summits of these mountains, always 
covered with snow, afford a striking contrast to the valley 
beneath, which is one continued carpet of y* most lively 
verdure, and presents to y* eye extensive fields of grain inter- 
mixed with numherless Olive and Mulberry trees. It is a 
situation Avhicli stHjnis formed to give instant relief to au 
invalid, and 1 wished, at, the luoincut of enjoying the view, 
that my dear Mamma, who han so great a relish for the 
beauties of nature, could partake the pleasure with me. 
Nimes is a one day's ride from Montj)ellier. This city ^vas 
fonnerly tho capital of a Konian colony. Many ancient 
remains announce the ^Tandenr of its former masters. The 
present inhabitiints show with exultation the renuuns of a 
very extensive Uonian amphitheatre, and several temples; 
one of which is entire, and is esteemed a perfect model of 
CorintiiMii irchitecture. In this city I wius present at a 
scene nnusual in this a<;('. A!)ove two thirds of the inhab- 
itants of this city are of the Kef ormed Cliurck of Geneva. 
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They are tolerated here and allowed th(^ free exercise of their 
mode of worship, bnt are not suiiered to build any church. 
Th^ place of meeting is in a deep valley in the saburbsy 
the preacher is placed below in the centre, and the congrega- 
tion is seated around him on rough stone seats, which rise 
gradually one above the other. There were several thoU' 
sands present who afforded a very striking spectacle. Gbeat 
part of their worship ccmsisted in singing, and was conducted 
with the utmost order and reg^ularity. One may here observe 
the effects of opposition. The CSatholicks, who in all the 
other towns of BVance seem to have almost forgot all reli> 
gion, are here ^oeedingly attentive to tiieir ceremonies j 
and the Ftotestants assemble in their valley with a sort of 
enthusiastick fervour which I fancy would soon cool down 
if they had churches to themselves. From Nimes to ihis 
place is anotiier ride of two days. This is a country totally 
different from any I have hitherto been accustomed to, 
Vines, Olive and Mulberry trees appear in great abundance, 
mixed with Lemon, Orange and fig trees ; by this you may 
judge of the heat of y" climate; it is indeed so violent that 
I shall soon huny back further north into a more tmperate 
legbn. 

The people of France and their manners please me ezoeed- 

ingly, a constant politeness gives a charm to their society, 
and I have fouiul in several instances that this politeness is 
not merely professional. I have everywhere met witli 
friends, who by letters and by all means in their power have 
tiiken pains to render my visit among them pleasing. I 
have rambled far, but I thought it best to gratify my curi- 
ositv now to the fnll, and leave no eanse of regret at an 
untinisheil tour, after my return, I exj)eet to see you in 
the fall, and can assure you that, after all the variety of 
object^} 1 have seen, Boston still retains beauties and attrac- 
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tions Boffieient to make me eliuse it as an abode [superiur] 
to evory other place. . . . My dear Papa must excuse my 
not rating to him separately ; I consider this as addressed 
equally to botli my Parents, and hope they want nothing to 
convince them of the constant affection and regards of their 
dutiful Son. 

I hope you never forget to remember me particularly to 
my Gfandmanuna, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Norton^ Mrs. 
D^lois and family, Mr. Barrell and Messrs. Freeman, with 
all my other friends. ~ As for the little girls, they know I 
am theii- t'rieud aud humb** Servant^ &c. &c. &e. 

The next letter we liave is written from London in 
August, to lus mother, aiitl throws iiy its opening con- 
fession on .some passiiges that have preceded. " My last 
letter, my dear Madam, was dated from Marseilles, tho' at 
the time of writing it I was at Leghorn in Italy. I did not 
mean that my friends in Boston should have known that my 
roving inclinations had carried me so far, till I had an 
opportunity of inforniing them of it in person, but a- Mnne 
one from this place has «;iven you the hint, — the cat i> nut 
of the — and all I have now to du is to explam my 
motives for so a circuit." 

The writer tlien proceeds to say that, his travels in France 
having led him finally to the borders of the Mediterranean, 
he had an opportunity for <»hserving the constant inter- 
course kept up with Italian ])orts, and his imagination had 
warmed at the thouglit of extending his journey thither. 
On in(juiry he learned, what he was no doubt eager to 
believe, that the expense wotild be less than was usually 
thought, and his knowledge of tlie French language would 
probably carry him everywhere. He accordingly embarked, 
and visited Borne and the greater part of Italy, without 
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meeting with one unfortunate accident or one day of ill- 
health. " It is needless for uie to siiy," he observes, " that 
the satisfaction 1 have received in this tour has amply com- 
pensated for any fatigue I have undergone in making it. 
... It would be in vain to attempt to give here a particu- 
lar account of such a countiy ; the subject is too copious 
& must be left till we meet in y* winter." * 

A postscript adds : I find everybody is either married or 
nmrrying with you ; it will be difficult on my retam to find 
one left single." 

TO MRS. THOICAB BX7LFINCH. 

LoKOOiTt Beftaniber 17*, 1786. 

You will thinky my dear Mamma, that I have become 
entirely regardless of my promises, when I suffer another 
ship to sail from this port without sending you some of the 
articles you have ordered out, but I assure you I am not 
wholly without plaumble excuses. 

All my friends have left London for the season, Mr. 
Coore's famifyiB atHampstead on one side, and Mr. Wheel- 
wright's at Croydon on the other ; my time has been spent 
in visiting these friends, and in seeing some celebrated places 
in the neighborhood of London. Mutters are however in 
a fair train, and I vn\[ venture to assure you that you shall 
receive all tlie articles by Cushing ; even the pictui-e shall 
not be uniitted. I should liavt^ sent it bv tins op^tortunitv, 
but the colours are not sufficiently dried for packing. It is 
esteemed a good likeness; T think it a very dull, unmean- 
ing face ; but we mu.st not blame the jiaiuter for that, as it 
was not his duty to create, but to copy. It is the work of 

1 T liavc lu'aiil luy fiiftifr say fli it my j»raii<lfatl>er was so much cSbctod bj 
tbe first flight of St. i'etcr'a that he could not reatimia his te«n. 
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Mr. Brown ; you will find it very rough, but that is the 
modish style of painting, introduced by Sir Joshua 
Beynolds. Mr. Gopeley indeed paints in another manner, 
his pictnies are finished to the utmost nicety, but then — 
they are fiery dear. You will think it odd that I should 
say so much of a picture which you are not to receive veiy 
soon ; but I am still in hopes that the ship will be detained 
a day or two longer, and then I shall if possible forward it. 
Mr. Adams returned from Holland a few days since ; he 
has Uie papers respecting the government affair, and I shall 
know his opinion of it in a day or two. My &ther may 
depend on mj paying attention to his order, all the articles 
he has written for shall be sent by Gushing, and the lasses 
shaU then find that I have not forgotten them. With love 
to them and regards to all friends I am your dutiful and 
affectionate son. 
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CHAPTER m 

BOSTON AFTER THE BEVOLUTION. MABAIAOE 

1787-1789 

M7 bride, 

Hjwife^mylife. O m will walk tiib iroiUU 

Yoked in all exercise of nob'^^nd, 

Aud so through those dark gates aoMNS the wild 

That uo man knows. 

TfeHXYMm. 

"On my return to Boston, 1 was waniily received by 
friends, and jjussihI a season of leisure, ])ursuinff no business, 
but i^'iviiijj; "gratuitous advice in Architecture, aud looking 
forward to an establishment in life." 

The portrait alluded to in the London letter is still in 
the family, and, with a miniature taken by Malbone, t;ives 
us an idea of the appearance of Charles liultineli at this 
time. The portrait represents a youni»; man with powdered 
hair, a slender, oval face, smooth and boyish, with a brij^ht 
Golor^ aud dark hazel eyes. The full lips are slightly 
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parted, a characteristic feature of his face. The dark eye- 
brows are strongly marked. The coat is of brown velvet, 
faced with yellow, and shows a white nifiled shirt boaom. 
A tniniature painted by Malbone, not far from the same 
time, is similar in dress and g'eneral appearance. Mr* Bui- 
finch was of medium height, with a slender and very upright 
figure. Uis hair was black, or dark brown. He speaks 
of his own disposition as naturally graye; and it is said 
thaty although he enjoyed convenation and general society, 
he vas, to a remarkable degree, independent of company 
and satisHod to }>(> alone. Those now living who can 
lemember him in old age lecall his manner as simple, un- 
assuming, and quiet, but say that he possessed an even and 
generally cheerful temper, with a quiet humor, occasionally 
seen in his lottos, and that he always showed a quick 
i^preciation of a good stoty or a witty remark. 

He was now, in 1787, twenly^four years old. The recent 
years had not been favoiable to the growth or progress of 
his native town, and in some respects things had gone hack- 
ward rather than forward. It may be well to glance at 
some of its leading features, as historians describe them, 
at the time of his return. The population in 1783 was 
but 12,000, although in 1791 it rose again to 18,000, 
with 2,376 houses, and from that time, steadily increased. 
The war and the occupation by the British had 1^ their 
destructive marks. The works on Fort Hill had been 
badly damaged. Some of the finest trees on the Common 
were cut down by the soldiers on the morning before the 
evacuation ; Ihe wooden ^ce was gone, — though another 
one, also of wood, was soon to take its place, — and the 
grassy surface, where cows had (juietly pastured, bore, for 
long after, the traces of ditches and cellars that tlie troops 
had dug. 



Digitized by Google 



60 



CHARLES BULFINCH, ARCHITECT 



There were also other changes. The royal governors 
were gone, and bo were the court halls of Lord Howe, never 
to retom; hut the stately and beautiful Province Hoiue 
still stood, opposite the head of Milk Street, on what was 
then MarlhoFough Street and is now Washington, with its 
flights o£ steps, its lawns, its fine oak-trees, gateway, and 
porter's lodges, and its famous Indian, armed with bow 
and arrow, crowning the lofty cupola. Its deserted rooms 
were occupied now by the treasurer and other officers of 
llie Commonwealth. 

Some half dozen of the chief buildings of the town have 
come down to us : the Old State House, of illustrious mem- 
ory, FaneuH Hall, — much smaller than it is now, — King^s 
Chapel, and die Old North and South churches. Christ 
Church, with its lofty i^ire, towered above the narrow 
streets of the North End, in whose ancient and sometimes 
dilapidated dwellings are still left the remains of substantial 
masonry and delicate carvings of the colonial time. The 
CMd Comer Bookstore is another relic of that day. 

The old hostelries that played such a prominent part in 
Bevolntionary times could still he seen. There were the 
Green Dragon ; the Orange Tree Inn, with its fine well of 
water; the Bunch of Grapes, that entertained Washington 
and Lafayette ; the Sun Tavern, and the venerahle inn of 
Salutiition Alley. 

In the place of Park Street with its church, there still 
stood the aueieut <^ranarv, with the otlier town buildings, 
the Almshouse, Bridew«.'U, and public Pound, above it on 
the hillside. The old building of Trinity Cliiueh, ot wood, 
on Summer Street, with neither tower nor steeph-, eouhl yet 
show a fine interior, so l)eautii'ul were its columns and orna- 
mentation. Bratth' Street Church bore a relic of the siege 
in its " iron breastpin.'* 
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Near the head of School Street stood tlie buihling of the 
Latin School ; and on the east aide of Hamilton Place aroao 
the larg^e *' Manufactoiy House " of colonial days, repre- 
senting on its wall a woman's figure with distaff in hand, as 
an emblem of industry. 

The ''three hilb" were still standing, untouched by the 
leveller's spade. Copp's Hill had, as now, its field of the 
dead, one of the earliest burying grounds on the peninsula. 
Fort HUl, from which Wasldngton had removed the Heavy 
guns, was beautiful with elm-trees and tiie mansions of 
wealthy townspeople; and above them all rose ''the great 
hill widi its beacon," — the wooden mast that, oocasionally 
replaced, had been a prominent feature of the town from 
the earliest times. 

The filling up of the large Mill Pond, northwest of the 
town, had not then begun. The Blill Creek furnished a 
supply of water for the tide^ills, and was also, a little 
later, as an extoiaion of the " Middlesex Canal," to permit 
the passage of boats and sloops from Boston Harbor as far 
as Chelmsford, on the Merrimac, thirty miles away. In 
much later years, boys skated up this canal to Lowdl. On 
the bed of it, in the city, Blackstone Street is now built. 

Hie old mill bridge, then standing ov«r Hanover Street, 
was afterwards replaced by an arch of stone, and a draw- 
bridge was used at the crossing of the creek with North 
Street. 

South Boston, or Dorchester Neck, — not then annexed, 
— had as late Jis 1804 only tun I'ainiliL's in an area of 570 
acres ; and P>ast Boston, otherwise Noddle's Island, was 
unused except for t'arniinj*' ]>nrpnses. Milk was brought 
over from there to the town in Uoats. 

State Street was without a sidewalk, the pavement reach- 
ing clear across, aud most of the other streets were doubt- 
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less ill the same condition. A few pul)lic' carriai^es may 
have been seen at this time, tor we have record of one 
which stood in 1790 near the head of State Street, a small 
post-chaise, drawn by two gray horses. Some street lamps, 
at private exjiense or by special subscription, were in use, 
but it was not until 1792, when Charles Bulfinch himself 
was connected vith mmiicipal affairs, that the town under- 
took the task in an experimental way, and announced that 
the gentlemen selectmen propose to light the town early 
in January." 

The " Koxbury Neck " to the mainland, on tlie south, was 
then indeed a neck or narrow roadway between the Charles 
Biver on the west and the waters of the harboi-, and in a 
high wind the qnay was dashed aeross the road from one 
to the other. 

On the north, the new hridge to Charlestown was a great 
public improvement. There was no oth^ bridge until, in 
1793, the West Boston one to Cambridge was opened. 

In Tarioiis places the windmills stiU remained, and how 
country-like were some parts of the town, covered now with 
crowded buildings, may be gathered from a description, 
given by an old Bostonian, of the western slope of Beacon 
Hill, where early in the present century a well furnished 
an abundant supply of very fine water in the fields where 
Louisburg Square is now situated, while around it and all 
the way down the hill grew rough grass and bushes. 

Marsh land, overflowed at high tide, formed the boun- 
dary of the river here and at the western edge of the Com- 
mon, where Charles Street was not yet in existence, and 
nearly all the space now covered by the Public Garden was 
somewhat later— after 1794 — occupied by ropewalks, 
which ran from Eliot Street three fourtlis of the distance to 
Beacon. 
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Now were seen in the town those oystemien of whom we 
read, going their evening rounds, with sacks upon their 
hacks Uke saddle*bag8, and opening at the doors their fresh 
bivalves, which are said to have been more deliciotts than 
any known in these degenerate da]^. 

As no coal was used in the town until 1820 or after, all 
were at this time dependent upon wood for fuel, and huge 
quantities were piled upon the wharves. We are tcAA that, 
in early fall, woodrsawyers could be seen in every street, in 
front of the houses^ sawing wood, which was afterwards 
piled with the utmost neatness in the yards or sheds. 

In ft wateriiolor drawing of the BuUinch house, in 
Bowdoin Square, made by the English artist Vautin a 
generation or more kter than this date, one of these wood- 
sawyers is to be seen at work. 

The mansion of Mr. Ebeoezer Storer, the treasurer of 
Harvard College and the father of Geoige, was on Sudbury 
Street, and is described by Misa Quinoy, among other 
Boston homes. It was a large, three-storied house, with 
gardens and noble trees. An old English elm of uncom- 
mon height and eircumlerence stood in front of it, and 
behind was an equally imposing sycamore. We are familiar 
with descriptions of many of these ^' stately homes set deep 
in gardens/' the Hancodc, the Faneuil, and the Phillips 
houses, and others not less elegant. 

Those who remember a time when the treasures of Boston 
gardens were still left dwell especially upon the delightful 
freshness of the summer breeze, as, coming from the east 
over the harbor, it caught up and mingled with its saltness 
the spicy breatli of the roses, honeysuckles, and borders of 
box. 

This, then, gives ns sonu' idea of what Boston was like 
at the close of the Kevolution, primitive eauugh lu muuy 
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ways, "a little town of detached houses/* hut yet, with its 
frroup of dignified buildings, tlie t entie of lionorable tradi- 
tions, and its noble situation inviting growth and activity in 
all directions. 

The town and the State alike were seriously burdened 
and crippled by the war, but the assumption of state debts 
by the federal government relieved some of the heaviest of 
these burdens, and before long a n*Mv tide of life began to 
make itself felt, inclining the ])eo]ile to listen to plans of 
enterprise both at home and abro<ad. 

ibnmediately after his return Charles Bulfinch became 
interested, in connection with his father, in a project which 
should find some mention here, from the historical value 
attaching to its results, although the pecuniary returns were 
comparatively Insignificant. It wsis at Dr. Thomas Bul> 
finch's mansiou and by lii^^ fireside that those plans were 
<]is( ussed, among a Uttle circle of friends, which resulted 
in the purchase and outfit o£ the ship Columhia, whose 
Yoyagesy during the next five or six years, have become 
matter of histoiy, from her being the first American vessel 
to carry the stars and stripes around the world, and from 
her discoveries on the Northwest coast, duming for the 
United States that region now represented by the States 
of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The publication of 
Captain Cook's journal had attracted attention to the great 
advantages open to the fur trade in the Northwest, valuable 
skins being procured by the Btissians from the Indians in 
exchange for trifling commoditieB, and sold at a great price 
to the Chinese. Arrangements appear to have been made 
in the summer of 1787 for sending out an esqpedltion from 
Boston ; and as the originator of the scheme was Mr. Joseph 
Barrell, well qualified by his experience and ability for 
taking the kad in such matters, his friends the Bulfinches, 
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father and son, naturally gave it their e()(')peration. In 
company with a few others interested, Samuel Brown, John 
Derby ol Salem, Captain Crowell Hatch, and John Maiden 
Fintard of New York, tiie sum of (50,000 was raised for 
the enterprise; and on September 30, 1787, the Columbia, 
with her consort the Washing^n, left Boston harbor, well 
equipped for her long Toyage around Cape Horn, while a 
concouise of friends watched their departure and bade them 
godi^eed. 

At a meeting of the Bostonian Society on May 10, 1892, 
an interesting and valuable address was given by the Bev. 
Edward 6. Porter on the subject of these vessels and their 
adventures, when many curious relics of the expedition were 
shown. The address was in substance the same with a 
paper prepared by Mr. Porter at the request of the Com* 
mittee of the Centennial Observance at Astoria of the 
IHscovery of ihe Columbia Biver, and was founded on 
matoial gathered with g^eat care from private sources, and 
illustrated by uii^inal dra%viiig.s made at the time on board 
the ships. This paper, with illustrations, may be foimd in 
the " New England Magazine '* for June, 1892, and to it 
we iiie indebted for the details of the expedition. 

The Columbia was a fiill-rig*^ed ship, eiw-hty-three feet 
lon^ and of two lumdied and twelve tons. Slie canied ten 
guuij, and was commanded at first by Captain .lt»liu Keii- 
drick. Her consort, afterwards called the T>;i(l y Washington, 
was comiuauded by Captain Kolteit GiaVj who, however, 
by an exchange ol' commanders, soon alter took cliari^e of 
the Columbia. No j tains nor expense were spared in tlie 
outfit. Hardware and tools were carried to be used in trad- 
ing for furs, and quantities of trinkets to please the fancy 
of the Indians, — buttons, toys, necklaces, 8nufi;-bo2;es, 
looking-glasses, etc. 
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The ships were absent, on their first voyage, for tlirep 
yean, and when on August 10, 1790, the Coluniljia sailed 
alone into the home harbor, having patted with Kendrick's 
vessel in the Pacific, the £act was annotmced by salvos of 
artillery and cheers from erowds of citizens. The penis of 
the voyage had been great. lingering too long before 
attempting the passage of the Gape, they had encountered 
heavy gales and had finally become separated, only meeting 
five months later in Nooiika Sonnd. They had suffered 
losses from theft by the natives^ but had met with signal 
kindness on the part of the Spaniards. Making large pur> 
chases of sea-otter skins (which they paid for in chisels, six 
or ten bdng the price of a good one), the Columbia, now 
under CSaptaan Gray, procured provisions at the Sandwich 
Islands, and then set sail for China to dispose of the furs 
and bring home a cargo of tea. The financial profit was 
but small, but the voyage was considered a great achieve- 
ment. A procession of citizens escorted the officers and 
owners of the vessel up State Street, Captain Gray walking 
arm in arm with a youug Hawaiian chief in brilliant array, 
who had accompanied tiiem home and was liie first of his 
race ever seen in Boston. Governor Hancock gave a dinner 
in honor of the returned voyagers, and a second expedition 
was soon proposed. 

The Columbia set sail September 28, 1790, on her 
memorable secoiul voya<;'e, wbicli was made tragic by the 
cruel massacre of three of her men tlie following year by 
savages. We quote from Mr. Porter's narrative an account 
of the discovery which made her name so famous, and ren- 
dered so great a service to the United States : — 

"Gray soon after took his shij) on a cruise which was 
destiiitd to be the most important of all, — one that will be 
remembered as long as the United States exist. 
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" On the 29th of April, 1792, he fell in with Vancouver, 
who had been sent out from England with three vessels of 
the Royal Navy as commissioner to execate the provisions 
of the Nootka Treaty and to explore the coast. Yaneouver 
said he h i I made no discoveries as yet, and inquired if 
Gray had made any. The Yankee captain replied that he 
bad ; that in latitude 46° KX he had recently been off the 
mouth of a river which for nine days he tried to enter, but 
the outset was so strong as to prevent. He was going to 
try it again, however. Vancouver said this must have 
been the opening passed by him two days before, which he 
thought might be ' a snuJl river,' inaccessible on account 
of the breakers extending across it, the land behind not 
indicating it to be of any gieat extent. ' Not considering 
this opening worthy of more attention,' wrote Vancouver 
in his journal, ' I continued our pursuit to the northwest.' 
What a turn in the tide of events was that! Had the 
British navigator really seen the river, it would certainly 
have had another name and another histoiy. 

''Gray continued his 'pursuit' to the southeast, whither 
the star of his destiny was directing Iiim. On the 7th of 
May he saw an entrance in Utitude 46^ 58^ ' which had a 
very good appearance of a harbor,' and observiug from the 
masthead a passage between the sandbars, he bore away 
and ran in. This he called BuMncfa Harbor, though it was 
very soon after called, as a deserved compliment to him, 
Gray's Harbor, — the name which it still bears. Here he 
was attacked by the natives, and obliged in self-defense to 
fire upon them with serious results. Davidson's drawing 
gives a weird view ot" the seene. 

" On the eveiiiiifj^ of May 10, Gray resumed liis course to 
the south, and at daybreak ou the lltli he saw ' the entrance 
of his desired port ' a long way off. As he drew near, 
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about eijT^ht o'clock, he hore away with all sails set and ran 
in hctwccn the breakers. To his threat (leli<jht lie fuuD(] 
himself in a lar^e river of i'resh water, up which he steered 
ten miles. There were Indian villages at intervals along 
the banksi and mauy canoes came out to inspect the strange 
visitor. 

The ship came to anclior at one o'clock in ten fathoms 
of water, half a mile from the noithern shore, and two 
miles and a half from the southern, the river beinj; three or 
four miles wide .ill the way along'. Here they remained 
three days, busily trading and taking in water. 

" On the 14th he stood up the river some fifteen miles 
farther, * and doubted not it was na\'igable upwards of a 
hundred.' He found the channel on that side, however, 
so very narrow and crooked that the ship grounded on the 
sandy bottom, but they backed off without difficulty. The 
jolly-boat was sent out to sound the channel, but, finding it 
still shallow. Gray decided to return, and on the loth he 
dropped down with the tide, goiug aahore with his clerk 
* to take a short view of the countrv.' 

On the Kith he anchored off the village of Chenook, 
whose po])ulation turned out in great numbers. The next 
day the ship was painted and all hands were busily at work. 
On the 10th, they landed near the mouth of the river, and 
formally named it, after the ship, the Columbia, raising 
the American flag and planting coins under a large pine 
tree, thus taking j)ossession in the name of the United 
States. The conspicuous headland was named Cape Han- 
cock, and tlie low sandspit opjwsite. Point Adams. ... At 
last, after all her wanderings, the good ship reached Boston, 
July 29, 1703, and receiveil another hearty welcome. Al- 
though the expeetjitions of the owners were not realized, 
• one of them wrote, ^ She has made a saving voyage and some 
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profit.* But in the populur mind tlie discovery of the 
great river was sufficient ' protit ' for any vessel, and this 
alone will immortalize the owners as well as the ship and 
her captain, far more> indeed, than £ur8 or teas or gold 
could have done." 

One of the silver medals struck, for the owners and 
others, to commemorate this expedition, is preserved by the 
Bulfinch family. Hundreds of the same in bronze op 
pewter were carried out by the vessels, to be distributed 
along their course, and some of these have since been dis> 
covered on their track. 

Many names were given at the time by thf sln'p's officers 
to points on the coast, such as Pintard Souiiil. Hatch's 
Island) Barreil's Inlet, and Bulfinch Sound, which have 
since, in many instances, been changed, making it difficult 
now to identify the places. 

On November 20, 1788, Charles Bulfinch was married to 
Hannah Apthoq), the eldest of the orphan grandchildren 
of the royahst. Stephen Greenleaf, the last high sheriii' of 
the county of Suffolk under the British government. The 
hride was also an own cousin of the groom, for her &ther, 
John Apthorp, earlier mentioned in this narrative, was one 
of Madam Bulfincli's l)rothers. He had formed an early 
marriage in England, where he was connected with the 
London house of Tomlinson & Trecothick, but on the 
. death of his wife had left their two little girls in the care 
of her relatives and returned himself to America, diqweing 
of his conc^ in the ccnnmercial house for a considorable 
sum of money. Here he very soon married Hannah, a 
daughter of Sheriff Greenleaf. and three children were born 
of this union, two girls and a boy. 

Mr. Apthorp's health was not strong, and, as a Southern 
climate was leoommended by his physicians, he sailed with 
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his wife for Charleston, S. C, on board a yeflsel which, 
though spoken when a few days oat, was never afterwards 
heard from. It was late in the autumn, a severe snowstorm 
followed them, and it was supposed that the ship was lost 
at sea with all on board. The Uttle ones, left thus earlj 
without father or mother, found a loving home with their 
grandfather Greenleaf, who attended most faithfully to 
their interest and education. One of Hannah Bulfinch's 
sons wrote many years later: "You know the place where 
their childhood was ^ent, the fine old house, standing back 
from the street, on about the spot where Temple Place now 
is, the whole space to the corner of West Street being en- 
closed in the garden attached to the house (afterwards 
known as Washington Gardens). I remember well the low 
brick wall that enclosed it, and the tine old trees that over- 
hung the street, and belt of shmbbexy that bordered the 
wall." 

Shmiff Greenleaf was in the pMsession of a handsome 
fortune, and, from the father's property accumulating 
through a long minority, there was a prospect of abundant 
affluence to each of the children. A fine portrait of John 
Apthorp, painted in Italy by Angelica Kaufmann, is owned 
by the Apthorp descendants, and the orphans are said to 
have been a handsome trio, while their condition attached 
them in no common degree to each other. Through all the 
reverses which after years brought upon the two sisters, 
their brother s care and affectionate generosity always f<il-> 
lowed them. Hannah, the elder, bom in 1768, of a bright 
and vivacious temperament, was about twenty years old at 
the time of her marriage with her eoncdn Charles. Her 
miniature shows a delicate face, with dark hair entwined 
with pearls. The natures of the two seemed peculiarly 
fitted for each other. He writes himself: ''We were 
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eoliflins, and had been in some degiiee acquainted from 
early lile; the connection was esteemed a happy one and 
began under the most favorable eircumstanees. My dispog»- 
tion was sedate, hen cheerful and animated ; a respectable 
property (m both sides promised us the enjoyment o£ all the 
comforts and rational pleasures of lif ^ and these expecta- 
tions were fully realized in the blessings of a peaceful 
home, witii mutual affection and the enjoyment of the best 
society/* 

Happily for her children and friends, Hannah Bulfinch 
possessed, throughout her life, a gift for easy and graceful 
literary expression, and her ready pen indited many occa- 
aional ▼erses that must often have brightened the family 
drcle. The exceeding regard and affection of her sons led 
them to collect and treasure all of their mother's writings 
that were accessible, and, although they are chiefly of 
interest to her descendants, we find in timn some valuable 
help in tracing her husband's career, as well as in forming 
an idea of the £unily life. In describing her own early 
years, she writes : These revered Grandparents who had 
the care of onr childhood and youth, were truly high princi- 
pled and affectionate. Hons and tender, they felt for us the 
sincerest compaHsion and passed their lives in cherishing 
and training us up in the best manner, by private instruction 
and schools. Our Grandmother was tsJcen from us when I 
was eleven years old. As I was the oldest child, I was the 
more sensible of this heavy loss, as she became very dear to 
me, and as my disposition was uncommonly lively I was in 
the more danger from my inconsiderate gaiety. This was, 
however, in some degree cheeked by my dear sister's cahn 
and rational turn, and by our Grandfather's watchful atten- 
tion. This I set down as one of the first and best of my 
blessings. I was also restrained by the austere manners of 
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an old Udj, the nater of my Grsndfatliar, who being a 
widow, lived in his family and was protected by his kind- 
nesB. She was a singuhir character. CalTimstic divinity 
joined to a mind deeply embued by romance reading, gave 
an unbending gravity to her thoughts, words, and actions. 
My wild and childish ways offended her, and a distaste 
existed accordingly towards me, and a doting love of my 
sister, whom she could govern in everything but her 
generous love of me." * 

In the spring of 1789, following theb marriage, the 
young couple, accompanied by their two nsters, Anna Bui- 
finch (n^o figures as Nan<7 in the letters) and Frances 
Apthorp^ started on a tour through Connecticut to New 
York, and proceeded as far aa Philadelphia, travelling in 
carnages or sleighs, as it was long before the days of rail- 
roads, and somewhat slowly on account of the rough 
weatiier of the spring. Arriving at Fairfield, Conn., they 
were ddayed for some days by iUness, but the toip seems to 
have been on tiie whole a most happy one, culminating in 
the ceremonies at the Inai^ration of General Waahington, 
in New York, on the 30th of April, 1789, immediatdy after 
which the party seem to have turned their faces home- 
wards, since, among the letters written to their parents at 
this time, there are none remaining which describe the 
great event itself. Greoxge Storer, the dear and intimate 
friend of the family, who soon after became still more 
closely connected with it by his marriage to Anna, seems 
to have been one of the party, and no doubt added much 
to their enjoyment by his happy and lively temper. 
Charles Bnlfinch writes of him, "a man whose cheerful and 
friendly disposition had en^tiated him to me from early 

^ A few valuable portniits are almoat tbc only relics tliat remain of the 
Gnetdeaf houaefaofaL 
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Itpyhood." The brother of the Imde, yonng Apthorp, 
lal^y retumed from pursiiing his education io EDghuid> 
would appear to have joined them in New York. 

A few letters r^oooin, giving some account of the ezcut^ 
sion. 

The references to the common " designate the Green* 
leaf homestead, whidi stood opposite the Common, on what 
is now Tremont Street, hut was then known as Common 
Street. 

FAttmiO, IK COKHBCnCOT, 

Simday Morn'g, Mudi 1", 1789. 

Our short billets, my dear Parents, from Worcester and 
Springfield were not intended as correct accounts of our 
proceedings; but were only a motion of such circum- 
stances as our fatigue after a long day's ride would permit 
us to put to papra, and which your desire of hearing from 
us frequently induced us to send. We arrived here yester^ 
day ; and find ourselves in a remarkably convenient house, 
well accommodated and with neat, civO people ; advantages 
which we have not been so hi^ppy as to meet with in all the 
places where we have stopped. We found upon our arrival 
here, that we should not be allowed to travel on Sunday ; 
this is in some d^^ree a disappointment ; but I hope advan- 
tages will flow even from this, as it will be an agreeable 
. refreshment to our young travellers, who have been pretty 
rapidly conveyed here. Some of my present Idsure I mean 
to employ in mentioning further circumstances of our pro- 
ceedings thus fiar. Our spirits were a litde damped, as you 
may suppose, upon the first afternoon of our journey, when 
we saw a slight fall of snow, which we feared m^ht end 
in a violent storm ; but we soon grew cheerful again when 
seated around a la^ fire, in a comfortable room ; with 
an ample provisbn of tea and toast before us. You are 
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informed of our getting as far as SjiringBrld. and of our 
changing onr Coach for a sley, at about 50 miles distance 
from Boston. The aley our driver procured was an open 
one; but by fornung a superstructure of Blankets^ upon 
some hoops which supported them, we made a vexy compact 
and Gomfortahle vehicle. In this carriage we have pro- 
ceeded much faster than we could have done in a coach 
even on the best roads. We think we have experienced two 
of the coldest days of this winter, in hist Wednesday and 
Thursday. I suppose it must Iiave been very cold with 
you, but our situation on some of the highest hills iu this 
country rendered the air particulai-ly sharp. AVe however 
kept the ladies tolerably warm by the help of blankets, 
cloaks and hot bricks. They would not be deprived of the 
view of the country by the cold, but kept the sunny side <>f 
the sley uncovered, which gave them an opportunity of 
viewing all that was worth seeing in this season, and I can 
assure you that, altho' covered with snow, the country 
afTorded many views, some in the g^'and and others in the 
beautiful stile, which were very pleasing. Our young trav- 
ellers were partieularly delighted at iind'g so many really 
handsome towns, where perhaps they had expected to have 
met with a wild waste, or at best a few farm houses. The 
towns of Worcester and Springfield in our state pleased 
them ; and in Connecticut almost every ])1aee afforded some 
entertainment, partic nluly Hartford, New Haven, Wethers 
field, and above all Middletown, by its beautifid view. 

We passed very safely over those rivers of which we wwe 
so apprehensive ; the cold had foniicd us bridges, as solid as 
the most Arm bridges of Europe. We are now about 65 
miles from New York, and I hope soon to arrive there with- 
out any accident, when the ladies purpose writing you fully. 
Nancy begs you will excuse her this time and will be a 
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good girl the next. Our love to Betsej and regards to all 
fiiendB. 

I am your affectionate and dutiful 

Cu' BULFINCH. 

PaiLADELraiA^ April 2*, 1789. 

Mt dear Pabbmts, — I seize upon this onty moment of 
leisure to write you by Mr. Cutler, and acquaint you with 
our more tluui polite reception here; our whole journey lias 
been productive oi pleasure, we can speak largely of the 
politeness of our friends in New York, — but must He pai*- 
tunilar in mentioning ihv fiifMully, hospitable treatment of 
many of tlic inhabitants of tliis place ; Mrs. Powell, Mrs. 
Morns and Mrs. Bingham have done all in their power to 
render our stay perfectly agreeable. 

I was in hopes that before this I could have informed 
you of our ladies ha\'ing been at the Theatre, and their 
beha\iour at the hrst theatrical entertainment, but from an 
unlucl^ concurrence of circumstances we have never yet 
seen a play — this is owing to a r^resentation's having 
been postpf)ned on one night when we had formed a party ; 
and to constant engagements elsewhere, which we could not 
break thro', on every other evenitipf. I hope, however, that 
to-night we shall see Romeo and Juliet, if we can possibly 
retire soon enough after dinner. The fashionable hours of 
cUning at this place interfere much with any after engi^^ 
ment for the evening. 

This city is not much altered since I was last here, except 
in its increase j the same plain stile of building is kept up, 
and the same quakerish neatness. One only great excep- 
tion to this appears in the house of Mr. Binghaui, which is 
in a stile which would be esteemed sjdendid even in the 
most luxurious parts of Europe. Elegance of construction ; 
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white marble staircase, valuable pointing, the richest furni- 
ture and the utmost m^nificen(^ of decuratiou make it a 
palace, in my opinion far too rich for amj man in this 
country. We are told that his mode of livinjj is fully eqiuil 
to this appearance of his house. Of this we shall be better 
able to judjje in a few hotu^, as we are to dine there to-dxiy. 

We begin to talk of home, and anticipate the pleasiu-e of 
meeting with our friends ; Ave shall leave this city in a few 
days and proceed by Bethlehem to New York, where we 
are now morally certain of meeting with General Washing- 
ton and after seeing him shall push on for Boston. 

I mean to write a few lines to Mr. Greenleaf, by this 
conveyance, wliich must be my apology for not adding 
much to the above acrawL 

I am^ with aincerest regards 

Your dutiful Son. 

Nkw York, W April. 

My dear Parentb — My last was dated from Philadelr 
phia the day before we left that place ; we came on at an 
easy rate to%var(ls this city, but made an excursion from 
the direct ruad tu take a view of a famniiH fall of water 
about la miles out of our way. These faUs of Passaac are 
a noble and an awful object and served to give all tlie variety 
to our journey that we could desire. We were obliged, 
much against our inclination, to give up the thought of vb- 
iting Bethlehem ; the road from Philadelphia to that place 
is thro' an irregular, hilly country, and is bad at all seasons, 
but at this time in imrtieular is so bad, that upon mature 
deliberation our whole party determined it would be best 
not to venture. 

We arrived here the day before yesterday, have been 
peculiarly fortunate in our weather ; it is now veiy pleasant 
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and I trust will not grow too warm while we continue here. 
Amon^ the, pleasures my companions promised themselves 
in this journey, you know that the seeing a play wns not 
reckoned among the least ; I have the pleasure to inform 
you that although their eiq»ectations were highly raised, 
they have been more than gratiHed. We attended three 
plays in Phihidclphiii, and have already seen two h^; and 
I suppose it will be thought ahmluiehj necessary by our 
party to see every one that idiall be performed during our 
stay ; indeed so charmed are they, that remarks upon the 
pky and the different actors engross great part of our con- 
versation. You must expect our ladies to form a party in 
Boston for establishing a Theatre there, and they are pretty 
sure of success, as they perceive by your papers that you 
are attending Lectures on lieads," &c. I hope Mr. Bai iell 
will put his long-talked of plan of coming to New York in 
execution. I should be veiy ghid to see him at a play ; for 
the greatest part of my entertainment has arriseu from a 
strict attention to the novices, and perceiving their emotions. 
Notwithstanding these and other amusements we begin to 
wish to be at home, and shall hasten therewith dilligence as 
soon as we have seen General Washington. The sight of 
this great man is all that is wanting to make our pleasures 
complete ; he will certainly be here the latter end of this 
week, and will probably enter upon his office the Monday or 
Tuesday f oUowing ; great preparations are making to shew 
the public joy on his arrival ; elegant transparent paintings 
and fireworks are to be exhibited ; and eveiything will be 
done to induce Congress to make this city the place of tibmr 
permanent residence. Indeed, if a readiness to lavish away 
money can influence that body, no place can have an equal 
claim with New York, but I should not be surprised if they 
were to overdo the matter, and by such great eagerness excite 
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the jealousy of other states ; they have abeady expended 
near 25,000 pounds and seem to be still going on. We 
received no letters from you by last night'^; post; suppose 
you have written by Mr. AdaiuR, who will be here to-morrow 
afternoon. We hope you do not blame us very loudly for 
overstaying our time, for you must reflect that the object 
we have in view is of such a sort as will perhaps nevw 
again appear during our lives. We expect not only to see 
General Washington, but to see him the favorite of this 
whole continent, the admiration of £urope>~to see him 
publielrly ii)tn>(1iu ed to office and take an oatii to preserve 
inviolate the constitution. This was one great motive for 
onr ctHning, and we should evor regret losing this sight by 
any precipitate departure. 

We are all well, and in good spirits, wish to be particularly 
remembered to our friends, Grandmamma, Mrs. Cooper, 
Mr. Freeman, Mr. Barrell, &c. &c. &c. As to domestic 
mattets: 

I suppose Peter is desirous of ji^oinpf ; if so would wish 
you, Sir, to pay him from the 20th of Februaiy, and if Mr. 
Foster's man is determined to leave him and there would be 
nothing ungenteel in the matter, I shall be glad to engage 
him from the first of May. I have no doubt good Mrs. 
Inglis will be glad to see us ; we shall l)c mo less pleased at 
meeting with her. Love to Betsey, she has been a good 
girl and a charming scribe to Manivna. 

I must repeat that we desire to be remembered to all 
friends. 

I am your most affectionate 

dutiful Son. 
The matter of the picture shall be attended to. 
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Mt OSAB PaKENTSi — 

Mr. Adams arrived here yesterday , and was received most 
cordially by all ranks ; I have not yet seen hini ; have 
on him, but he was from home. General Washijigton 
will certainly be here the day after to-morrow. He will be 
conducted to his house as a private ^entloman, and all 
parade and show will be po8^»oaed to the day on which he 
is inducted to oflice, when a general illumination, &c. is to 
take place. This stile of reception is resolved on by Con- 
gress, but the city in its corporate capacity and its indi- 
viduals will receive him with congratulations^ and we shall 
have a military parade and firhig of cannon and I suppose 
abundance of noise to shew him their heart-felt satisfac- 
tion. . . . 

Mr. John Apthotpi who left us at Philadelphia to proceed 
on to Baltimore, joined as to-day ; he has completed his 
tour with great expedition. lie has been as far as Mount 
Yemon, General Washington's seat — dined with liim — 
saw as much of the Country as he wished, and is here with 
us ready to proceed to Boston. He is capering about, but 
ceases a little to desire his respects to you and beg Mr. 
Greenleaf may be acquainted with the above particulars. 

We have found a very good miniature painter, Nancy is 
to give him her first sitting to-morrow — and I doubt not he 
will give a good and pleasing likeness. Hannah, Frances, 
Nancy, all desire regards and love to you particularly — 
next to their friends in the C<mmion and then to all friends 
generallj. 

I do not know what you think, but / conceive myself to 
have a considerable share of merit in giving yon such long 
letters — especially considering the inconvenience I ^coun- 
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ter of writing in a room Med with cheurful — and rather 
loqoaciouB beings* 

I am your affectionate and dutiful 

Charleb Bulfinch. 
I find by the Boston papers that Mr. Barreling India ship 
has arrived. I suppose this will prevent his cominc];- this 
way. He ought to have been here at this time. My best 
oompliments to him and family. 

This is the last letter from the travellers, who must have 
found in General Washington's visit to Boston, the sncoeed- 
iog autumn, a great deal to renew their pati-iotic enthusiasm. 
Tlie wedding journey was to be followed, a few years later, 
by the marriage of the two young ladies, Anna Buliinch to 
George Storer, and Fences Aptliorp to Charles V;iu<»han, 
a descendant," so says the chronicle, from a family of 
great oultivatioii and disting^uished benevolence in £ng- 
knd." 

The town directory for the year 1789 contains the name 
of Charles Bulfinch, gentleman^ Marlborough Street;" so 
it is probable that his home was not far from the old neigh- 
borhood, and the other young people seem to have been 
settled near by. All of them entered upon their married 
life under the happiest auspiceSi amid the new and in^ir> 
ing ccmditions of the young republic. Rich and well con- 
nected, high-principled, yet with their grave New England 
training softened by a cultivation of mind and sweetness 
of temper somewhat unusual, thore was every reason to 
pradict for them a happy future. 
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EABLT PLANS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS 
1789-1798 

Whatever touches and ennobles us in the lives and in the voices of the past is 
a divine birth from human doubt and pain. 

Jamed Martineau. 

Established now in a home of his own, with the lihrary 
around him of which some vohimes have come down to us, 
— his set of Shakespeare, his British classics, his M'orks on 
architecture, — Charles Bulfincli tiu-ned his attention to those 
opportunities for improWng and ornamenting his native 
town which readily suggested themselves to one of his 
tastes after visiting the cities of the Old World. 
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Architecture was not then re»co<^nize(l here as a profes- 
sion. The Puritan temper and tlic exig'encies of early New 
England life had not l)een favorable to the development of 
the artistic sj>irit ; and for anything heyond the powers 
of the thorono-li and well-tanf^ht artisans of those days, our 
forefathers were indel)ted to artists from abroad, like Sini- 
bert, who desij^ned Faneiiil Hall, or Peter Harritsou, the 
architect of King's Cliajjel. 

The field was open to n;itive talent, and Mr, Bidfinch's 
leisure and comparative wealtli made it easy for ium to fol- 
low liis favorite tastes and promote the execution of his 
plans. 

Notwithstanding his statement that his love of art had 
been disadvantan-eous to business liabits, and had influenced 
his after life unfortimately, there seems no tt :tsfin to sup- 
pose that his style of living, even at this time, wa,s at all 
expensive. It certainly was extremely simple at a later 
date. As to his way of working, it is [)robable that one 
of the parlors was his only office, and a small table with 
a drawer ccmtaining his box of mathematical instruments, 
color-box, and a few rulers, liis only outfit. As there is 
nothing known of his ever studying with a nicaster the prin- 
ciples of his art, so nothing is remembered of his ever hav- 
ing pupils of his own. But very few of his designs remain, 
either of ground-plans or elevations, and they are slight 
in character. It is unlikely that his drawings were ever 
numerous, elaborate, or on a large scale. 

The simple ways of living and working at that time 
would be nearly inconceivable to the present generation. 
Personal supervision of the progress of a work, the eye of 
the master following each detail, possibly a drawing made 
upon the spot for illustration of his idea and then de- 
stroyed, — such must have been his method. 
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Li my childhood, my little sister and I were sometimes 
indulged with the privilege and delight of looking at onr 
grandfather's English books on architecture^ with numerous 
plates of the plans and elevations of country seats, hunting 
lodges, farmhouses, etc., the house-books," as we called 
tiiriin wliich were piled upon the dining>table while we 
searelied eagerly for the well-known engravings. Soane's 

Sketches of Architecture " w;is one of the titles ; but our 
favorite was Flaw's " Rural Architecture," which contained 
tlic wonderful ctrenlar house ''on an island in the Lake of 
Winaiulcnnere, designed and built by the Author/' and also 
a charming farmhouse, Plate VIL, erf wliit li we were very 
fond. Another g^reat favorite was a " Design for a small 
House, on the Environs of a Town or Village, suitable for 
a family of a genteel Profession ; " and the frontispiece, 
designed by the author, showed an English landscape, with 
two fnnale figures, and represrated Taste, accompanying 
Rural Simplicity, and pointing to the before-mentioned 
round villa on Lake Windermere. 

I remember well, also, the beautiful pktes of Westminster 
Abbey in Malton's Tour," and the colored views in the 
" Microoosm (rf London.** 

Other books diat bdonged to my gprandfadtor's library 
are, ^ Nuova Racoolta di cento Vednte antiche a Roma e 
sua vicinanza, da Achille e Pietro Parboni, 1831,*' and ''A 
Treatise of Architecture. By that Excellent Master thereof, 
Sebastian le Clerc, Knight of the Empire, Designer and 
Engraver to the Cabinet of the late French King,*' etc. 

This work has four de^cations, — to Worshipful Com- 
panies " of Carvers, Joyners, Bricklayers, and Masons of 
Lond<m, surmounted by dieir several coats-o^arms. It is 
the oldest hook in the collection, for, although it bears no 
date of pubUeation, it is inscribed on the title-page widi the 
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name of Charles Bulfineh's uncle, Cli nies Waul AptJlOIp, 
and the date 1759. It might, theret'ure, have been a fa- 
miliar companion of my g^randfather's bojhood. 

Besides these books, which still remain in the family, 
there were others, which were given, toi^ether with ;i few 
note-books and original drawings, to the Boston Society of 
Architects after the death of my father in 1870, and these 
are now preserved at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. Here are found the Orders of Palladio and a 
careful compilation of notes on perspective, according to 
different authorities, with the English and French methods, 
made out in Mr. Bolfinch's own manuscript, with illustra- 
tions. Here is a scrap-book, containing a collection of 
en^avings of classical entrances and archways, from John 
C. Borlach. A book is here of his own des^s of the 
Unitarian Church in Washington, on the comer of Sixth 
and North D streets, Avith plans, elevations, and sections, 
on the unusual scale of ^^ix feet to an inch, a scale that we 
find in some other of his plans. 

One book that contains some original designs has also 
drawings and measurements of other buildings, and among 
them a sketch of the beautiful " St. Stephen in Wallbrook," 
the choicest work of Sir Christopher Wren's genius. It is 
interestmg to see what was the style tiiat especially appealed 
to him. 

Among the most noteworthy things in this collection is a 
little book containing Rules of Work of the Carpenters 
in the Town of Boston,*' published in 1800. The archi* 
tect*s own dear and careful notes g^ye this an added inter* 
est, and «rtend the scheme to other material not mmtioned 
in the body of the work, with notes of his own measure- 
ments of vaiions buildings. 

No freehand drawings have come down to us from him. 
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nor is there anything to show that he was attracted by other 
forms of artistic expression than his own chosen one of 
architecture. 

His work for the first few years is only partially known. 
The brief sketch of his lite which he wrote, probably in 
old age and with, a view mainly to its interest for his family, 
passes over Ins professional labors with few particulars, and 
in the list of his public buildings made out by himself no 
dates are given. 

The s('(«<)nd building of the Hollis Street Church is attrib- 
uted to him in the Massachusetts Magazine " for Decem- 
ber, 1793, and was erected in 1788. This was the edifice 
taken down and removed to East Braintree in 1810, the 
portions having: been floated thither^ it is said, upon a raft. 

His first undertaking after his marriage originated with 
hunself , and was strongly characteristic of his f eehug for 
home and country. 

The old beacon pole, which — occasionaUy replaced — 
had kept watch for generations on the summit of the hill, 
was blown down in 1789, imd in its ^ead was now erected, 
by his suggestion and design, a memorial column, of the 
Roman Doric order, built of brickwork, covered with stucco, 
and about sixty feet high by four in diameter, stiinding on 
a pedestal and crowned with a gilt eagle. Instead of bear- 
ing aloft the danger signal in time of war, it bore inscrij)- 
tions which should serve to remind the restored and grate- 
ful community of the perils which had been safely passed 
through. It is supposed to have been the first monum^t 
to commemorate the Revolution. 

We cannot, perhaps, do better than to quote here, nearly 
at its full length, a letter written in after years by a son of 
the architect, Thomas Bnlfineh, to the " Boston Transcript," 
addressed to Gleaner," Mr. N. I. Bowditch, whose interest- 
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articles oti old landmarks were at that time attractinb 
much attention : — ' 

Sept. 25, 1855. 

Sir. — As you have ingeimously conff '--sod in one of 
articles tliat you never saw Beacon Hill, yctu \\\\\ 
j)erniit one Avho saw it often, and had as a child a familiar 
acquaintance witli its dandelions and buttercu])S, to tell you 
something about it. It was, at my earliest recollection, in 
its full glory, surmounted h\ a <j;raceful column, on wliose 
top perched a <^ilded eagle, and on whose base were those 
inscriptions which 1 am still young enough to go t<> t!ie 
State House to copy, as 1 mean to do, for this article, 
before T have done. But let us go back to the time when 
the hill was as described by your ancient friend, when there 
was, in place of the column, a stone ba.sement, on which 
rested four horizontal tind)ers, crossing each other in the 
centre. From this centre rose a mast, holding on its top a 
tar barrel, which in case of danger was to he set on fire, to 
be a beacon to the country round. This preparation was 
adapted to a time of war, but it was hajjpily never needed ; 
when the war ended, the beacon was but a remnant of 
things that had been. Thus it remained till about four 
years after the war, when a young gentleman returned from 
Europe who had been passing a year in England, France, and 
Italy, led thither, not by motives of business, but, what was 
then unusual, by a love of art, particularly that art which 
in a young community is the most practically useful, — 
architecture. This young gentleman, Charles Bulfinch, 
was the son of that Bulfinch whose name, as the owner of 
the pasture, has found a place in some of your communica* 
tions. On his return home he immediately began to put in 
exercise those tastes for architectural improvement which 
he had carried with him abroad, and nourished by all that 
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he saw. The fiist idea that occurred to him was to remove 
the unsightly timbers of the dd beacon from iheir conspic- 
uous flitCy and rephMse them with a handsome column, resem- 
bling, at an humble distance, those he had w&i in London, 
Paris, and Bome. How the funds were obtained I do not 
know, but presume that the method that has been so often 
used since was employed, and a subscription paper passed 
round, and am equally well satisfied that in that case, as in 
later ones, the prime mover in the scheme had to take all tiie 
trouble and make up all deficiencies himself* The monu- 
ment, designed by Vbt, Bulfindi and built undn his superin- 
tendence, bore on its pedestal tablets of date, with inscrip- 
tions written by him. On two sides the principal civil and 
military evente of the Revolution, with their dates, were 
inscribed. On the third and fourth sides we read as 
follows : — 

TO COMMEMORATE 

THAT TRAIN OF EVENTS 
VWtCH LED 
TO THB AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 
AMD FINALLY SECURED 

LIBERTY AND INDEPENDENCE 
TO THK I'NITKD STATES, 
THIS COLUMN IJ> ERECTED 
BY THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF THE C1TJ2ENS 
OP BOSTON. 

MDCCXC. 



Uiyitizea by Google 



88 



CHABLE8 BULFJNCH, ARCHITECT 



AMERICANS! 

WHILE FROM THIS KMIN'ENCE 
SCENES OF LUXURIANT FERriLn-Y, 
or PLOinUSKlNG €»M»ERCEf 
AND THE ABOPBS OF SOCIAL HAPPINESS, 
MEET VOUlt VIEW, 
FORliET NOT THOSE 
WHO BY THEIR EXERTIONS 
HAVE SECURED TO VOU 
thf.se RLESSINGS. 

The colimm stood till about the year 1808, when at last 
the suit between the Hancock heirs and the town was decided 
in favor of the fonner, and it became certain tluit the hill 
must be dug down^ with the exception ot a limitt'd space in 
the centre. It seemed useless for the town to ret;iin this 
square pile of earth (for such it would have been), bounded 
with perpendicular sides, and therefore it was sold to share 
the fate of the rest. This is, according^ to my recollections^ 
the reason why the town parted with what, if it could have 
been preserved entire, would have been, as you say, a unique 
and unrivalled ornament. But the times were hard ; em- 
bargo and commercial restrictions had crushed the trade and 
dampened the sjnrits of the community. The liberal and 
public-spirited individual tlu Mn-jh whose agency the monu- 
ment had been erected had talleu a victim to the derange- 
ments of the times, and, in the enterprise of Franklin Place, 
had made shipwreck of his fortunes. No other stood ready 
to redeem the hill from its fate by buying the Hancock 
chlim, and the hill fell and tlie monument disappeared, Iear> 
ing only the tablets, which still meet the visitor's eye as he 
prepares to ascend to the lantern on the top of the State 
House, a qwt from which a view similar to that whicii used 
to be commanded from tlio top of Beacon Hill may still be 
Been, with its scenes of luxuriant fertility," etc. 
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At mj earliest recollectioo the appearance of the hill was 
this : a grassy hemisphere, so steep that one could with 
difficulty mount its sides, descending ivith a perfectly 
r^ular curve to the streets on the south> west, and north. 
On the east it liad been encroached upon and the contour 
was broken. Just opposite the eiul ol Coolidge Avenue, 
on Derne Street, there was a flight oi wooden steps, ten or 
fifteen in number, leading part way up the hill. After 
that, we had to climb the rest of the way, by aid of the 
foot-holes that hiid been worn in the surfacoi along a wide 
path worn hare by the feet^ to the top, where there was also 
a space of some fifty feet square, worn bare of sod. In the 
midst of this space stood the monument. Descending by 
the south side, one followed a similar rough gravel path to 
another flight of plank steps, leading down to the level of 
Mt. Yonon Street, and terminating at about the position 
of the front of No. 13 Mt. Vernon Street, the first house 
of those facing south. 

The q»oit of batting the ball up the hill and meeting it 
again on its descent was played by some ; but it was not 
so easy a game as one would at first suppose, <hi account of 
the difficulty of maintaining one's footing on the hillside, 
which was so steep as to require some sildll even to stand 
erect on it. The appearance of the hill in winter I do not 
recollect ; but I think it must have been generally bare of 
snow, &om its elevated position, and I do not recollect having 
ever seen sleds used on it. . . . 

T. B. 

The mast of the old beacon, described above, was still 
further strengthened by biaces, and it bore a cross-bar or 
crane to support the iron frame to hold, as was intended, a 
burning tar barrel. 
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It' should be added, that the position of the Beacon 
monntnent was exactly in the line of Temple Street. 

The <^ilt eagle is at presmt suspended over the Speaker*s 
desk in the House of RepieaentatiTes ; and the four tablets 
with the inscriptions also remain in the State Honae^ in the 
cori'ulor, to the right of the Done Hdl. 

Mr. BiilHnch has always been supposed by his family to 
have been the author <A these inscriptions, but as a passage 
in the correspondence of Dr. Jeremy Belknap, pastor of the 
Federal Street Church, seems to imply that he also had a 
share 'm tliem, we give his words on the subject: — 

Yesterday I was consulted on forming a set of inscrip- 
tions for a historieal pillar, which is erecting on Beacon 
HilL Some of the most striking events of the Revolution 
will be inscribed, beginning with the Stamp Act and ending 
with the Funding Act. These comprehend a period of 
twenty-five years. The one may be considered as the be- 
ginning, and the otiier as the conclusion, of the American 
Bevolution. The pillar is to be sixty feet hi|^ ; over its 
capital, the American eagle, which is to perform the office 
of a weatho^eock. The arrows are to serve for points, and 
a conductor is to be added for the lightning. The d^igner 
is lir. Charles Bulfinch, a very ingenious and accomplished 
gentleman, and as modest as ingenious." (Belknap Papers, 
ii.m) 

The first duld of Charlss and Hannah Bulfineh was a 
litde girl, born in 1789, and named for that young Sukey, 
of brilliant and tender memory, who had died some seven 
years before. 

This was their only daughter, and was fdlowed by 
several sons, but the parents had iJie grief of losmg two of 
the little boys in infancy, from the fatal results of inocula- 
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tion, and the recoidB in the motber'a jonniaL show that her 
bright young life was early touched by " the seme o£ tears 
in mortal things." 

This journal lies before me as I write, — a smaU, thin 
book in paper 'coversy — containing entries, at interrak 
often of more than a year, from the time of her marriage 
until 1837. Here and there occurs a little poem, either by 
herself or her sister, and she sometimes gives a quotation 
from one of the favorite religious writets of that time. 

After the death of the two boys, which left her with only 
her little girl remaining, she writes : — 

Heaven is just, and perhaps saw that our fond hearts 
w^ too firmly fixed towards the objects of this world to 
think with pleasure of a change, in the enjoym^t of a 
kind partuer, smiling children, hoilth, affluence and con- 
tentment. Perhaps we had too mudi for mortality, and in 
Ae midst of prospraity felt too secure^ We are now rous'd 
from our dream of happiness ; we see that we have many 
blessinga yet in possession, but sensibly experience that 
they are on the wing. 

" (Hve us, oh, Thou that hast seen fit to chastise us, a 
temper of mind best suited to Thee, purify'd by aflliction, 
and cheerfully yielding to Thy wise dispensations." 

Her husband's sketch passes over these early years with 
bat a few sentences. After speaking of the marriage and 
settlement near tihem of their sisters, Anna and Francesi, 
and tiie great addition this mode to their happinen, he 
adds: — 

I enjoyed too the confidence and good will of my fellow 
townsmen, who chose me one of their Sdectmen at the 
early age of twenty-seven. The occupation attending this 
office and superintending the buildinjg; of the State House 
after my j^ans afPorded me sufficient and agreeable employ- 
ment. 
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"Oiir ]>leuhuit's wcro iiiereasfd h\ the liirth ol cliiklren. and 
■\v(' liatl expenencc of the sorrows alteiulin^ every condition 
ot" life, in the deuth ot several of them ; but on tlli^, ^uKjcct 
I will not eidarge, as their mother has so tenderly men- 
tioned ttieni in a memoir of herself." 

Mr. BnlfuH'h's appointment to u town office at this date, 
1789, marked the hei^innini;- of a relation to the municipal 
j^overnment of Bobtuu whieli contniued with some brief 
interval for many years. He has left in his own hand- 
writing a stiitetnent that lie was a junior member of the 
Board of Selectmen froni 17S!> to 179.3. and that he was 
chairman of the board for a jx-riod of twenty-one years, 
from 1797 to 1818. Diiriui;- this long space of time, many 
chanijes w(?re eliected in tlie town: streets were oj>ened and 
widened, low and marsh land was filled up and I tid out in 
streets, sidewalks built, streets paved, and pubhc buiidingsf, 
as well as ])rivate. erected. 

A list of tliese I halites, milestones on the road of prog- 
ress from the country town to the great city, \s-ill be given 
in a later chapter, copied from his own manuscript. 

On the 24th of August, 1791, he was i h rr, <I a member 
of the American Academy of Arts and iScieuces, John 
Adams beiufj then President. 

The new State House was definitely undertaken s<mie- 
what later. It was not until 1795 thai tiie land was secured 
and measures taken to erect upon it a building worthy of 
the ('oiunionwealth, which was then the leading State in the 
Union. These intervening years were destined to be event- 
fiU ones to tlie architect, i'lans tor public improvement 
found ready accept<uice. and schemes in some casi s were set 
on foot which the still unsettled state of the times rendered 
insecure. 

Among other changes, however, there came some modifi- 



KAhLV I'LANS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS 93 



catioii of the severe Liws of the colonial period. We have 
seen the lively interest which the theafare excited in the 
minds of the young jieople on their wedding journey, and 
thdbr ardent wishes for the establishment of a theatre in 
their own sober-minded town were now to be fuJfiUed. 
Evidently they had much to do themselves with bringing 
it about. 

Up to this time there liad been no n^fular theatre in 
Boston, but performances had been given sometimes in an 
irregular way. always more or hs» under the ban o£ public 
opinion, and in direct violation of the statute. 

The first attempt seems to have been the performance of 
" Otway's Orphan," in 1750, at the British Coffee House, 
which incurred the severe displeasure of the authorities, 
and was followed by a law forbidding such performances in 
future under heavy penalties, the sum of twenty pounds to 
be paid by the owner of the premises so occupied, and each 
actor or spectator to forfeit the sum of five pounds. 

During the siege, in 1775, the British officers had a 
theatre in Faneuil Hall, for their own entertainment and 
that of the royalist families in the town, where among other 
plays was produced General Burgoyne's drama, The Block- 
ade of Boston." 

Since the Revolution, the feelings of the best class of 
citizens had come to be, not only tolerant of the drama, but 
decidedly favorable to its influence as an educating and 
broadening power; and it is intcrrstino to note that the 
nmture judgment of Charles Bulfinch led him to reverse 
the opinion pronounced against theatiical representations 
in his letters from France, and inclined him to be foremost 
in establishing them in Boston. A petition to open a 
tiieatre, signed by many influential persons, was presented 
to the l^islature in June, 1790, but the attempt was nn- 
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successful. Dnrinj; the next year an effort was made to 
repeal the law of proliiI)itiun. This, after a heated debate, 
the le^rislature still refused to do. 

A test case soon arose, for the attempt was made, in 
1792, with the aid of some comedians from London, to 
start a theatre in a huildin^^ — a stable, it i.s said — fitted 
up for the purpose in Broad Alley, the present Ilawlev 
Street, then a muddy passageway leading to the old Trnnty 
Church on Siunmer Strf*et. Rut the performances were at 
once interrupted by the authorities and unceremoniously 
ended, at the instigation, as was supposed at the tune, of 
the indignant Governor Hancock. 

Legal opposition ajijiears to have ceased, liowever, after 
this date. The law continued to remain on the statute 
book, but it had ceased to represent the real feeling of the 
people, and was treated practically as a dead letter. It was 
believed that a well-conducted theatre would meet with 
general approbation and encouragement, and accordingly 
in July, 1793, a conveyance was made of land lying at the 
corner of Federal and Franklin streets to the " trustees of 
tlie Boston Theatre,** of whom Mr. Bulfinch was one ; and 
the building erected from his designs upon this site was 
first opened to the public on February 3, 1794, the tragedy 
of Gustavus Vasa being the first piece performed, with 
Charles Stuart Powell, manager. The prologue was written 
by Robert Treat Paine. 

In recognition of the g^ft from the architect of the plans 
for the building, a gold medal, of much beauty of workman- 
" ship, was presented to Mr. Bulfinch by the owners, which, 
bearing appropriate inscriptions, shows us also the design of 
the front, having a basement and principal storj, with a 
projecting centre faced with four Corinthian columns with 
entablature and pediment. The order is continued across 
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the whole front, the iDtervnIs being occupied hj arched 
windows. The basMnent is quite plain, with an arched 
entrance in the centre, flanked by a single square opening 
on each aide. The facade has simplieily and repose, not 
without a certain festal oharaoter expmnve of the puipose • 
of the building." ' 

Mr. Ashton IL Willard's account of Mr. BulHuch's 
buildings ocmtams an interesting description of t\m first 
theatre in Boston, the Federal Street/' and also gives 
some curious facts regarding the theatre customs of that 
day. 

«To undertake the building at all/' says Mr. Willard, 
*' was a venturesiMne project in the state of public opinion 
in those days. ... It Is a little singular that the first 
iheatre to be built in Boston shoold have had more of the 
mdividoal character of a theatre in external aspect than 
any now standing in the city. It has come to be the habit 
in Boston, as in other cities, to make the theake, so &tr as 
visible exterior is concerned, simply a narrow strip of fii(ade 
crowded in among slMip^nts^ Bulfinch's theatre was a 
detached building. The design of it was graceful and 
appropriate^ though not novel." The present central 
building of the Massaohusetts Institute of Technology is 
sunilar to the theatre in character, and nearly of the same 
proportions. It won high encomiums from the Gentbel " 
at the time, and " a poem was 4elivered by the manager on 
the night of the opening, which shows that ardbitecture 
was not the only art at that day pervaded by the dassic 
influence: — 

"'And now thou dome hy Freedom's patrons raiE^d» 
With Beauty bljizotiM and by Taste rever*)! ; 
ApoUo cooaecrates thj walls profane, 
H«M6 be Ibmi Mcted to tbe Miue's reign ! '** 

^ Hr. C. A. Caimniiigt. 
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Mr. WiUard notes, as curiously significant of tlio state of 
feelin<r tlien prevailinpf, that for a whilo no jx'itorinance 
was jifiven on tlu: t'\'euiiig; ot tlic wcck-dav rt-ligious nieet- 
iiH^. The .sns])C'nsi()n tnnk ]>lac(> at the voluntai y wish of tlie 
niana<;^cnK'nt, tliou<;li apjiarently a snpf<T'cstiuii had been 
made also hv the clnncli iii JbWeral Street looking towards 
such an acconniHxhition. 

It appears that this (Un-ision liad ah-eadv ])<»en reversed 
before the destruction of the theatre hv tire in Fehrnarv, 
1798, four years after its openinn;-. Wlien it ^vas reliuih, 
Mr. Bnlfinch, avIio had eliarge of the restoration, adopted a 
nuieh ])lainer design for the exterior, a "^reat^-r proportion 
of tlie whole expense being allotted to the interior. 

Amon<r the family papers has been found the following 
draft of a letter, e\ idetitly Avritten by Mr. Bulfinch within 
a few months after the opening of the onginal buildinj^, 
which is of interest here. It is in the architect's hand- 
tenting, and is inscribed — 

Statement of % with M'. J. Tajlor 
Invoice 1^ Galen 
Xy. via New York 
CommisB 5 P 0 

£ 

C 1"* Remittance 150 
f the Maty :i50 

500 Stl' 

Boston, June 11, 17M. 

Dear Sir, — 1 have now the pleasure of forwarding to 
you a bill of Exchange, drawn by Stef)lien Higginson Esq. 
upon Messrs. F. M. & D. Smit o£ Kottcrdam, and payable in 
Tx)ndon. I have been anxious to remit this amount to you 
before, but all opportunities from this place have been pre* 
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vented by an embargo of nearly 3 months, which has inter- 
rupted the r^ular course of business. At foot I shaU place 
a statement of your account with- the Proprietors of the 
Theatre> and hope this remittance will cover 4dl charges. 

The Trustees of the Theatre direct me to make their 
acknowledgements to you for your attention and kindness in 
procuring so elegant a set of onbellishments for thdr house. 
The price has much exceeded their eiqiectations, but they 
pay it with chearf nlness, as they are confident arddes of 
equal elegance could not be procured on better trams. 
They have determined to allow you a commission of 5 P C 
on the purchase and interest as far as you have been obliged 
to pay it, or to advance. If these charges should exceed 
the sum now sent, please to make out a statement and charge 
the balance to my account, and it shall be paid immediately. 

I have the satisfaction to be able to inform you that the 
Theatre meets the wishes and expectation of the public and 
has even drawn some marks of approbation from foreigners 
who have seen it. At my first leisure I shall give you a 
description of it^ and of other extensive works carrying on 
h^. 

Mr. Powell is just closing his season, he has met with 
astonishing success, and his company has given satisfaction 
considering the short time he had to collect them in Eng- 
land; we however hope for a better, next winter. Mr. 
Powell promises that no exertions of his shall be wanting. 

I am &c. 

The building of the theatre was in fact but a part of 
the krge undertaking l)y which Fianklin Street was to be 
extended and improved. We are told by Drake that pre- 
vious to the year 1792 all the lower part of this street was 
a quagmire, and that no greater change has taken place in 
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Boston tlian the conversion of this swamp into solid and 

useful g^roiincl. 

Mr. Barrc41, "vvhose estate was on Summer Strret, first 
drained the sl<)u<rh for a garden, in wiiitli he had built a 
fish-pond. Where tlie theatre was built had pre\'ionsly 
stood a distillery. The Boston Directory tor ITS!) shows 
an open tract, no strtv ts being yet laid out in tliis area. 
Here it was that Mr. Bulhuch, in coni])any with two otlier 
T^entlenien, entered upon what was at that time an elaborate 
undertaking, and one which the state of the country soon 
rendered extremely hazardous. 

The enterprise is ]>est described in his own words, though 
it shouhl be borne ni mind that the date given by hun, 
writing as he does from menuny in after years, refers to 
the culmination of the affair rather than to its beginning, 
for the buildings of Franklin Place nni.st have been begun 
in 1793^ and many of them finished within tke same year:^ 

Thus tranquilly passed our time until 1796, when I was 
induced to join W" Scollay and Ch* Vaughan in the pur- 
chase of Mr. Barrell's extensive garden and pasture gfround, 
and projected a scheme for building sixteen houses in a 
Crescent form. 

This was to be effected by a subscription of shares on a 
Tontine principle ; one half of the project was offered to 
the public, but only one half of the number of shares was 
subscribed for, and the remainder continued at the risk of 
the company. 

[When one half of the Crescent was completed, Mr. 
Vaughan had been seriously advised by his brother in 
London against such an undertaking, and Mr. Bulfincfa pnh 
oeeds: — ^ 

I agreed to discharge him from all obligation and take 
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his share of the concern upon myself. Mr. SeoUay too was 
little able to make advances, still I was 80 sanguine respect- 
ing the success of the projecti that I persevered in completr 
ing the whole range. 

But this was clone at heavy interest on loans and losses 
on forced sales, till on the eve of an expected rupture with 
England, jost before the settlement of topics of dispute by - 

Jay's (areaty, property of every kind was at so low an ebb 
that no sales could be made and no further loans obtained 
and I was obliged to become bankmpt and assign the prop* 
estj for creditors ; in the consequences of this project my 
father and brother G. Storer were involved as my endorsers. 

With what remorse have I looked back on these events, 
when blindly gratifying a taste for a favorite pursuit, I 
involved for life mysdf and wife witih our cliildxen — my 
S^ther and Mother and Sisters, who all held the utmost 
confid^ce in my measures and pride in my expected suc- 
cess. 

They all bore the loss and mortification widiout repining. 

My inexperience and that of my agents Messrs and 

in conducting business of this nature, tf^ther with 

my earnest desire to discharge all demands as far as pos- 
aihle, led me to surrei^r all my property, even that 
obtained by marriage, which was intended to be secured to 
my wife and htst heirs, but from a defect in the form of 
setdement this property was included with the rest, and I 
found myself reduced to my personal exertions for support. 
I had some satisfactbn in knowing that not one of my 
creditors was materially injured, many were secured to the 
foil amount, and the deduction on the balance due to work- 
men did not exceed 10 P C on theb entire biUs. My fellow 
townsmen evinced their continued regard by reinstating me 
on tlie board of Selectmen, of which I now became Chair- 
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man, and as no sulary w;is connected to that o£Bce, they 
appointed me Superintendent ui' Police^ witli a salary of six 
hundred dollars. 

Although this employment was irksome and little suited to 
my taste or character, I undertook to discharge its duties, 
ami it t nablud me, with my personal attention as Architect, 
to .sui)port my family in respectiible simplicity, which my 
dear wife submitted to with clieeiiulness. 

Soon after niv failure inv youuijer sister was married to • 
Joseph Coulidgc, aon of Joiicph Coolidge, Esq., merchant, \ 
who purchased the mansion houiie in Bowdoiii square, and 1 
enlar«;c'd and repairctl it for his son, and 1 had the gratifi- 
cation to see my good father and mother living- for the 
remainder of their lives under the roof of their own home, 
tenderly attended to by their daughter and her worthy and 
liberal husband. 

The enter]>rise that proved so fatal to his fortunes had 
been indeed a icmptnig oiu^ to an aspiring young fu-cliitect. 
Mr. Willard writes of it: "If tlie casual visitor ni i^ostou 
casts a monu'iitary glance down Franklin Street as he 
passes the ponit wliere it joins Washington Street, his 
attention will not unlikely be arrested for a moment by the 
large, regular swee[> of marble l)nil(lings to be seen on the 
right. He wunld certainly notice it in any other city than 
Boston. Bulfinch designed this curve, and from 1793 
until 1855 there stood here a long block oi symmetrical 
houses l)uilt by him, extending from Hawley to Devonshire 
streets, lie appears to have been siiigularlv qtiick to catch 
a new idea, singularly anxious to understand and apply his 
art as the most advanced thinkers of his day understood 
and a|»|>lied it. AVlien be was in London, tlie idea of 
uiutmg a lot of house-frouts, and decorating them in such 
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a way as to give them the character of one large, impositig 
buildingy was still in its in&ncy. The further idea of 
introdiicmg grace and grandeur into city streets, by delib- 
eiately phmning them in large geometrical cuiyes of uni- 
form buildings, does not seem to have been once actually 
applied. The most prominent and familiar of these curves, 
Regent's Quadrant, was not cut through the old streets 
above Piccadilly until after 1812, when Nash had come to 
the front. A London map of 1804 shows no crescents. 
There was in existence, however, at the time of Butench's 
visit, a design of two semicircles facing each other, with a 
park space in the centre, intmded as a continuation of 
Poftiand Place, one of the building projects of the Adam 
brothers, and it does not seon unnatural to inf^ that the 
American architect may have obtained his idea from this 
design. The Adam brothers were among the most promi* 
nent architects of the day, and their projects must have 
been wdl known. It was the Adam brothers who intro- 
duced into London the phm of combining dwelHngs in 
large blocks, and giving the whole the character of one 
building; at least, they are given the credit of introdu- 
cing it.'* 

Describing the Franklin eresoent, he goes on to say : The 
houses were three stories in height. At the ends and in 
the centre, slender pilasters rose from the level of the prin- 
cipal story to the roof. The central building was not like 
tiie others in general character. It was carried a little 
higher by a low attic crowned witii a pediment; and the 
basement story was pierced by three openings, admitting to 
an open passaeeway beneath the buildinss* The whole 
IingUof AeVindpd m the <>«>i^ b.t.«m the 
columns, was occupied by a Venetian window. Over the 
central areh, beneath this Venetian window, used to hang 



Digitized by Google 



102 CHARLES BULFINCU, ARCHITECT 

the sign ' Arch Street.' Arch Street is still th^^ though 
all visible reason for its being called so has disappeared. 

''Franklin Place was made beautiful in its best days by 
trees and shrubbery. Tlierc was originally a long, semi- 
OTal park spaoe, which the old deeds provided should be 
left open ' for the aocomniodation, convenience and beauty ' 
of the houses in the square." 

An urn of Bath oolite stone, of a graceful ( lassie design, 
used to stand upon a pedestal in the centre of this oval. It 
was imported from Italy hy Mr. Bulfinch, and was placed 
there as a memorial to Franklin, then recently deceased. 

The original plan had been a symmetrical one, the street 
having a corresponding curve on each side, but it was 
found impracticable to secure the requisite amount of land 
on <he north side, which therefore formed a straight line. 
The rooms over the arch were given to the Boston Library 
and Massachusetts Historical Society. 

I find a copy of the deed of gift to the former society, 
which was recorded in the Suffolk deeds on February 2, 
1796, " at 10 minutes past twelve o'clock, noon," and 
signed and sealed by Charles Bulfineh, with Hannah his 
wife, wherein, " for the encouragement of literature, and in 
consideration of the sum of five shillings," etc., he releases 
and quitclaims the room and staircase to the Boston Library 
Society and their successors forever. 

For many years the dwellings of Fkanklin Place were 
among the most desirable In the dty, and occupied by 
prominent families. In the last house before coming to 
the theatre lived at one time the beautiful Emily Marshal), 
whose fame for loveliness of character as well as of person 
has come down to our own day. 

Among tiie early recollections of my childhood is that of 
takbg the Dorchester omnibus, which waited for passengers 
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at the corner of Washuigtoii and Franklin streets, and 
rumbling under the an:hway as we started on onr journey 
out of town through Arch and Sununer streets. 

To my grandfather's words respecting his failure and 
loss of fortune^ little need be added, and in truth at this 
distance of time little further is known. It is dif&cult in 
our age, of very different busing and social standards, to 
realize just what a reverse like this must have meant in the 
Boston society of a hundred years ago. That it did not 
imply any cause for loss of confidence on the part ol his 
i^ow-townsmen he might wdl feel profoundly grateful, 
hat, combined with his second business misfortune of a few 
years later, it produced upon his naturally serious temper a 
deep and lastiiig impression. An illustration of this feel* 
ing is found in a small manual of family prayers, which he 
was in the habit of using in his advanced life, and where a 
number of sentences have been crossed through with a pen, 
as if to be omitted. The egressions are those which seem 
to recognize the consciousness of prospraity or success in 
earthly undertakings, and to which he evidently felt that 
he had no claim. 

It is probable that he said little at any time on the 
subject of these early trials, but his children knew that his 
regret was mingled with sorrow that he was debarred, not- 
withstanding all his industry, from doing for them, as the 
years went on, what his father had done for him, and giving 
them those advantages in th^r <^ning career, never indeed 
of the first importance to a vigorous character, hut which 
cannot lightly be disdained. 

The pages of his wife's journal reveal somediing of tiie 
course of events in their home life during these years. The 
next entty after the death of the two boys records the 
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absence of her husband " for the first time since our mar- 
riage, and my anxious heart sincerely hopes it may be tlie 
last. The impatience I feel for his return from this short 
journey which business only has occasioned, shows how 
great my depeutlance is on him fur all the ha])[)iness of my 
life, and cuuviucea me that altho* Heaven has been pleas'd 
to deprive me of my little infants, it has left me an object 
of far greater importance to cheer the hours of siulness and 
c^ire which must at times interrupt the content of every 
human being-.** 

She already feels, at twenty-five, that she is one "who 
has kuowii the extremes of happiness and misfortune, and 
who wishes to preserve her mind in such a state that it may 
never be surprix'd hy either. The regular life we lead, 
the temi>erate, i)liil»jsophic tiu-n of my Husband, is fortu- 
nately calculated to calm thos*» agitations wiiich the death 
of my children occasion'd. It lias however been truly 
needful, or my spirits had sunk under llie malady which 
was brought on by our calamity. My disorder is nervous, 
but never till this last season of distress has it been my 
companion. 80 new and so various are the sensations T 
sometimes ftx]>erienee tiiat it requires an exertion of mental 
strength to op|)ose its power. I conimiu' to hope that time 
wll lessen the complaint and restore me wholly to my.self. 
Good princijiles, a quiet conscience and religions life, are 
the best remedy for an afflicterl heart.'* After the death of 
yet another infant, however, their mother was made ha])py 
by the birth of a son, in 179Jr, Charles, — the eldest of the 
group of boys that grew up around her. The folloM-ing 
year she has to record the death <^f her beloved grand- 
father. Sheriff Greenleaf. " At the age of DO h<' resign'd 
that life w hieii had been used in the service of others, hav- 
ing spent liis youth in the performance of every social and 
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domestic virtue, and his old age in forming the niinds of 
his three orphan children ; who while we respected him did 
most affectionately, most tenderly love and sincerely lament 
for him, — tho'/or him unjustly, as the bright reward of 
the Christian is undoubtedly his own.*' 

On July 12, 1795, she writes that many happy months 
have succeeded each other, distinguished by prosperity and 
domestic enjoyment. Her brother's marriage had enlarged 
the iamily circle and added to its happiness. Affluence 
and content are onra, virtue and innocence the aim of oar 
liveSf tiie object of our wishes. Four families consisting of 
Brothers and Sisters, situated near each other and by affee^ 
tion still neater, what more can we wish for except l^e con- 
tinuanoe of our fiunity harmony, and improvement in piety 
and benevolence? The wotld has nothing more to give, 
and we must own with humility these are above our deserts. 
^ Let me," she exclaims, " for my own advantage upon this 
grateful retrospect copy the sublime instructions of my « 
favorite Blur." 

Here follows a passage of some length, beginning, As 
men, then, bethink yoursdves of human instability," which 
is sorrowfully prophetic of coming changes to tiie young 
wife and mother. Under the date of Sept^ber 1st, in 
1796, we find her first entry after the disaster of Franklin 
Place, recording iihe birth of Thomas 

It has pleased the merciful Author of my being to lead 
me safely through distress of mind and anguish of body to 
the present period and to give to my hopes another son on 
the 15th of July, and I in gratitude bend the knee and raise 
unfeigned the eye of humility and thankfulness. Let me 
not be too anxious how these tender objects of my affection 
shall be doath'd and fed, or repine that my infant should be 
bom in poverty and myself with my Husband and other 
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litlile ones now eating the bread of dependance.* Let me 
rejoice that we have healthy, Fri^'n^ls, aud a good conscience) 
and when, if eTer, my sweet children ]>eruse these lines, 
may they be assnr'd that in virtue and integrity we may find 
happmesB) tiio' the advantages of fortune with all other 
darling, unBubstantial resources have vauish'd. . . . This 
ensuing Season will bring before tne new trials connected 
with the (lifTerent station in life to which our misfortunes 
have rediic (1 ns, creditors hard and unfeeling refuse to my 
Husband that .settlement which again would leave him free 
to exert his faculties for the support ul' his family. We 
are consequently still dependant. Can I in adversity be 
patient, un repining, and economical, can I preserve that 
equality of mind which alone gives dignity to such a fall ? 
This, however, T must try to do, or lose what is above all 
price — self esteem. *Tis, my Beloved Sister, thy Friend- 
ship, thy encouraging, partial friendship, which supports 
me, and thy example as wife and mother which animates me 
in the practise of these superior duties. 

We are at this date in a small dwelling, the rent of 
which is paid by our attentive and affectionate Brother 
Apthorp." 

The friends who knew Hannah Bulfinch in her early 
married life have left their testimony to the noble manner 
in whicli slie bore herself under these changed conditions. 
Her note-boolv', \vluch received the frank and intimate con- 
fessions of her heart, shows that she was far £rom insensible 
to them, but no repining at her losses or unaccnstomed catee 
seems to have been apparent in her outward life. 

One of her sons has written of her, alluding to thMO 
. friends of her vouth : — 

"They say that while everything in the habits of the 
woman of fortune inconsistent with her altered circumstances 
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was dbropped instantly^ and the business habite of a good 
kousekeeper immediately adopted, she never Liid aside, in 
any scenes of joy or sorrow, the deportment of a lady, nor 
the graceful, unembarrassed manner in which she could still 
meet the friends of former days, delighting^ in their society 
and ever cheerful and attractive in it. But in the narrow 
ciix'le of honie, to which her increasing cares confined her 
almost exclusively, she seemed to feel no want of otho? 
society than that o£ her husband and her children." 

When her means were restricted, her generoas heart con- 
trived new ways of serving others, and we are told that she 
often alluded with a bewitcliing playfulness " to her loss 
of fortune, which showed that her spring of happiness was 
not embittered by it. 

Tlie sweetness of disposition that was hers by nature, 
cherished also by her religious principles, inclined her to 
look on the brightest side of events as well as persons, and 
made her a favorite and charming companion. " For her 
chosen friends and for lu>r children she manifested always 
the very enthusiasm of rifTection." 

"May 10th, 1797. We have accepted the friendly invi- 
tation of Mr. B 's Sister Storer, to join them in unitedly 

supporting oar families, living with them in their house. 
This, as it saves house rent, is our duty to comply wi^i, and 
as in the society of such valuable friends we find our first 
consolation, it is our pleasure ^Iso. Here, then, is anoUier 
change. Read, my children, the wanderings of your 
mother, who once thought herself plac'd by fortune far 
above these vicissitudes. Learn by it how liable you are 
to the same, even should your lot at first be proeperoos; 
acquire in season those virtues which may enable you to 
bear them properly, and humbly confiding in God wait 
cheerfully for what may be decreed you. 
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" Oct. 7tb, 1798. We still continue in the housaof our 
friends Anna and George Storer, whose unremitted kindness 
has restored our cheerfulness, and conveyed a charm above all 
pnce to our hearts. It arises from the enjoyment of social 
intercourse, of sympathizmg regard. We are united by 
interest and by every tie that gratitude can form.*' 

The aged grandmother, Madame Grizzell Apthorp, had 
passed away, in her eighfy-eighth year, just before the mar^ 
riage of Elizabeth. 

This martiage was an event which brought new life and 
animation to the home in Bowdoin Square. Mr. Coolidge 
was also a descendant, through the Boyer family, of Adino 
Bulfinch. He was a man of a noble lype and unbounded 
hospitality and benevolence. 

It was at this time that the large pasture opposite the 
homestead was sold, and the portion fronting the square 
became the property of Mr. Kirk Boott, whose fine residence 
built tiiereon was afterwards ndsed and enlarged to form 
the present Bevera House. It is said that Mr. Boott paid 
seven thousand dollars for this piece of land, and that 
desirable knd on Beacon Street could then be obtained at a 
much lower price. Bnt these were the golden days of ihe 
square, and it was considered, we are told, the very centre 
and nucleus of aristocracy and fashion." 
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▲BCHITEOI AND CHAIRMAN OF aBLECTMEN 

1798- 181B 

Out of love and hatred; oat of eaniiugi, and bonowings, and lendiugs, andl 
loMM ; ont of libkiieM and ftim ; out of mttotag and wonhippiaf ; out of tmr-* 
elling, and voting, and watching, and caring; out of diqitaoe and eootemtli*. 
I onr tuition iu the aecene and beaatiful laws. 

B. W. Emkbsok. 

The Massachusetts State 
House, meantime, was ap> 
proaching oompletion on 
the sunny slope of Beaoon 
Ilill. The plans for pro- 
viding new quarters for the- 
state government had come- 
to maturity in ITOo, when, 
l)y a resolve of the General 
Court on February 16, Ed- 
ward H. Robbins, Thomas 
Dawes, and Charles Bui- 
finch were appointed a com- 
mittee to erect a State- 
Hctnae on a lot of ground 
commonly called "the Gov- 
ernor's pasture,** contain- 
ing about two acresy adjoin- 
ing Govemw Hancock's 
garden, then owned by hia 
heiia. If this bt conld not be obtained, the committee were- 
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^powered to take a deed from the town of Boston of an 
equal quantity of land at the northeasterly part of the com- 
mon, opposite the almshouse." 

The Hancock lot was obtained, and on the 4th of July in 
the same year the corner-stone of the building was laid by 
Governor Samuel Adams, assisted by Paul Kovere as Ma- 
sonic Grand Miister, with imposing ceremonies, the stone 
having been di-awn to the place by fifteen white horses, oor- 
respoudmg with the number of Shites then in the Union* 

The building was completed within three years. In 
January, 1798, the legislature cissembled for the last time 
in the Old State House, and then marched in a body to 
take possession of their new quarters^ Increase Sumner 
being then governor. 

On May 4, 1800, a resolve was passed improving the 
final account of the committee. 

The sum of eight thousand pounds had been appropriated 
for the building at first, and additional sums given from 
time to time, makbg the whole original cost something 
over one hundred and thirty-three thousand dollars. Econ- 
omy had forbidden the use of the cosUiest materials. The 
gilded dome that now meets our eyes on llie horizon from 
so large a ndghboring tract of country, and gpreets us as we 
enter the harbor, was then merely painted yellow. The 
columns in the Doric Hall, and those forming the colonnade 
in front were trees growing near a lake in Maine, in Town- 
ship No. 5, now Calais, on land owned by Lieutenant- 
Governor Bobbins, then Speaker of the House and a mem- 
ber of the commission. 

But, though our native woods supplied the place of 
granite or marble, the rise of the fair and classic structure 
on this commanding height, above the Hancock house and 
the other dwellingB and gardens of Beacon Street, with the 
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beautiful pasture of the Commou below and the encircling 
waters of the river in full view, was a sight that filled with 
pride the Bostonians of that day, and visitoiB from all parts 
of the young Commonwealth. 

The Columbian Ceutiuer* compares the situation with 
the most atfnictive scenes abroad, — the famous Bay of 
Naples, or the Castle Hill of Edinburgh. 

Mr. Cummings writes : The site was not then, as now, 
the crown o£ the hill ; behiud it rose, as we have stiid abovei 
tlic round grassy knoll bearing the monumental column 
erected by Bulfinch five years before. The original design 
of the Stiite House was different in some respects from the 
building which wiis erected, as that was different in some 
respects from the building we see to-day. Coubiderations 
of site and considerations of cost are understood to have 
compelled certain modifications of the design, of which the 
shortening of the wings wiis the most important. Concern- 
ing these modifications there is, however, no exact know- 
ledge, as the original drawings have unfortunately not been 
])reserved. They did not seriously affect tiie integrity of 
the design, whose noble and ample dignity so well becomes 
the commanding site." 

Bearding this design, we should remember that there 
was not, at tliat time in this country any building worthy 
to be a model for such an edifice, and it is doubtful if any 
then listed that would have been suited to the wants of 
an American lesrislature. Indeed, a.s a son of the architect 
once wrote, "legislative halls are the product of American 
institutions, and in this branch of architectiu-e the artist had 
at that time neither example nor warning." 

As a strong desire luis been felt to examine tiie oi i<^iiial 
plans of the building, a diligent search has been made for 
them at various times, but without success. 
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The exterior front of the State House presents now, in 
1895, substantially the same appearance that it did when 
erected, one hundred years ago. The chief alteration seen 
is in the windows of the first story, which were lengthened 
at the time of certain interior clianj:^es, wlien the lower 
rooms, witli the exception of Doric Hall, were horizontally 
divided, and additional light was required for the chambers 
thus formed. 

The building was originally described as measuring 173 
feet in lenirth by 61 in depth, but the large additions made 
in 1853-54, from plans by Mr. Bryant, greatly increased 
the depth, and included many changes in the older portion, 
which, with the serious injury to the original proportions 
named above, have resulted in the almost totiil alteration 
of the interior. The entrance, or Doric Hall, the Senate 
Chamber and Representatives' Hal], the Governor's Room 
and Council Chamber, still remaui little changed, bat stair- 
eases, corridors, and all the rooms of the first story are en- 
tirely altered. 

In recent years we have witnessed the still farther en- 
largemeiit of the State House by the great extension in the 
rear, for which the Bryant annex was removed, and which, 
begun in 1889, is hardly as yet completed. 

As this ^vork has progressed it has aroused the public 
miiul to the danger threatening the time-honcwed structure 
of being completely overwhehned and displaced, if not 
entirely demolished, in the interests of the immense machin- 
ery of modern life. 

It is as yet imcertain what its fate will be, — whether it 
may not be found already undermined and ruined by the 
work upon the additions ; whether, if not yet too late, the 
pubhc sentiment that has (ailed for its preservation be 
heeded, and it be kept for future time as nearly as possible 
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in its ori^nal form, strengthened and reiulcred fire-proof, as 
advised by a special commission of expert authorities iu a 
rrcpnt report to the k^oislature ; or whether, on the other 
iiaiid, it he rebuilt on a larger scale, with some reseiulJ.aice, 
perhaps, to the old model, but at the cost of forever de- 
stroying a genuine relic of the first century of the Republic. 

Its traditions are closely interwoven with fuir history, 
and its walls are alive with dissociations of the famous men 
ol the past. Here has echoed the eloquence of John Han- 
cock and of the older and the younger Adams ; and here in 
the lower hall Uifayette was received on August 26, 1824. 
It is said, I know not with how much truth, that the stafs 
and stripes were here first given to the breeze. 

Dr. Edward Everett Hale has remindtKl us of its associa- 
tions with the names of Webster, Parsoiis, Story, and Sum- 
ner ; has told us that Wendell Phillips pleaded liere before 
(•()iii![iitt( ( ^ when no constituency would eleet him to sit as 
nunabei (<i tlie lefj^islature ; and that here was Governor 
Andrew's liarbor of refuge during the War of the Rebellion, 
and often the only j)laee where he could lie down to sleep. 
A history, he concludes, of the legislation of Massachu- 
setts for the last liiindred years, of which this building is a 
monument, would he the most practiciil lesson in cou&titu- 
tioniil government known. 

The Federal Street Theatre, having been destroyed by 
fire only four years after it was built, was now, in 1798, 
rebuilt from designs of Mr. Bulfinch. api)arently on the 
sjtme ground-plan, but without the colonnaded portico, 
with no pediment nor piUusters, and with simple round- 
topped windows in place of the Venetian. The intenui, 
however, received careful attention and a larger sliare of 
the expense. The architect won hiy-li praise for its general 
arrangement and acoustic properties, with the adnurable 
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accommodations providecl for the aiulienr*', wliile the dec- 
orations appeared to the critics of the time as being " of 
unparalleled elegance." This building remained for manj 
years. 

The twenty years now following embraced nearly all of 
Mr. Bulfinch's architectural work in New England, and it 
seems best, therefore, to enumerate here all his buildings of 
that period which are known, giving the date of their erec- 
tion wherever it is ascertained. 

In IdOl we find that he furnished the design for a conrt- 
hmiso in Worcester, built of brick» This was afterwards 
eulaigedi and still later was supmeded by a new one, but 
the original was allowed to remain. Its chief ornament was 
a cupola bearing a statue of Justice. 

The next date known to us is that of the Church of the 
Holy Cross, the first Catholic church in New England, 
excepting possibly one in Maine, and to whose construction 
Protestants as well as Catholics generously contributed, 
tbrough their regard for the eminent French bishop, John 
Cheverus, the friend of James Otis and Josiah Quincy and 
many leading men of the time, including also Cliarles 
Bulfineh. It lias been said that the latter presented to the 
church not only the design for the building, but also the 
land oil which it was built, at the foot of Franklin Street, 
below the Crescent, on the south side ; but the more correct 
statement probably is^ that the Boston Tlieatre Corporation, 
of which he was one, sold them the land at a low figure. 
The building had no spire, but a low cupola, and was oma> 
mented with the slender, high pilasters then in vogue. On 
September 29, 1803, it was dedicated as a parish church, 
and later became a cathedral, a group of religious houses 
groA\ing up near i^ so tliat the whole became known as the. 

Cathedral Buildings." The accommodations of the church 
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in later years wei-e inadequate to the u umber of worsliippers, 
uikI about the year I808 Dr. Chanuin^'s parishionera, on 
their way dow n FrankHn Street to tlieir own church, grew 
accustouu'd to the siu^ht of lari;*' numbers of the Catholic 
congregatiou kueeliug out ia the street, oiiable to iiud 
entrance. 

In grateful recognition of Mr. Bulfinch's gifts to the 
church, a })oantiful silver tea-urn was presented to him, 
vaUied at one Imndred and sixtv-hve d(dlars, a large sum 
tor that time, whicii bears the foUowiug iiuicription : — 

TO CHABL>:m ItULnNCB 

rUeSEXTED KV TUK CATHOLICS 
OK BOSTON 

JAW' 1, 1806w 

Above the lines the initials C. B. are fancifully engraved. 

The church and its dependencies were long since removed 
to make way for business houses, which in their turn weie 
destroyed in the great lire of November, 1872, laying waste 
so wide an area in this part of Boston. Substantial granite 
blocks now cover the site where once stood the Cathedral 
Buildings, the old Federal Street Theatre, and the shady 
homes of Franklin IMace. 

Of his next recorded work Mr. Willard gives the foUoir- 

• ing particulars : — 

" While this [the Church of the Holy Cross] was building, 
Bulfinch began the erection of another church, similar in 
design, which is still standing. This is the church, origi- 
nally called the ' New North,* at the foot of Hanover 
Street, near the East Boston forry. It was dedicated May 
2, 1804, by a Congiegationai society, which was an oMoot 
of the Old North society. 

^* Long ago the original proprietors left it, and it has been 
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since coDsecrated as a Catholic church. The 'Centinel* 
printed a short item about this church the Saturday after 
it was opened, vhtch gives an idea of the &vorable judge- 
ment pronounced upon it at the time. This item is graced 
by a poetical quotation vhioh the writer found somewhere, 
and evidently felt to be e^opos, and I quote it, poetry and 
all: 'On Wednesday afternoon the Rev. Dr. Eliot's new 
and el^pant meeting-house at the north part of this town 
was consecrated to the service of God. . . . Hie buildii^ 
reflects honor upon the profesdoqal talents of the architect, 
Charles Bnlfinch, Esq. The exterior is in bold and com- 
manding style ; the front is decorated irith stone pilasters 
of a composed order ; a series of Attic pilasters over them* 
a tower and a cupola, terminated with a handsome vane 
about 100 feet from the foundation. The inside is a per- 
fect square of 72 feet ; two ranges of Dorick columns under 
the galleries, and Corinthian over them, support the criling, 
which rises in an arch of moderate elevation in the centre. 

"'Tlitr iuo<1«st Doric fi>rins the solid base, 
The gay Coriutluau holds the higher place ; 
Tims all below U atveiigth aod all whom u i;rMe.* 

"The whole mtt'ilor is reiuarkal>lv tiilapti'd for sij^ht and 
souikK and is oiu' of tlio most correct pieces of church ai^ 
chiU'ctiiif ill oni' coiintrv." 

"Tlie chinch at the foot of Hanover Stit'ct is. 1 tliiiik. the 
only ( linrcli known with ceitaintv 1<» have l)een designed 
bv Biilliiu ii now stiuulinir in B(*hlun.'* 

The nioderni2in«<f of tlic First Church in Chailpstown, in 
1801. is attrihntcd to Mr. iiulhneli in Frothhiuham's TTii^ 
tory of Churiestown " and llunuewell's " Century of Town 
Ufe." 

The Stfite Prwun at Charleston ii was huilt hy him at this 
time, in 18(H-5, the original huilding being of granite, 
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2(AJ feet long by 40 wide, and four stories high. Other 
buildings were added later, and a new wing has just been 
completed, giving greatly iiuTwised aecommodatioiis. 

This, tof>. was the date when Park Street, at the dme 
called Park Place, was laid out iiud built, also from Mr. 
Bulfinch's plans, the old workhouse and pound having 
been moved away. Park Street Cluircli. however, does 
not owe its origin to him. It was built later, in 1810, on 
the site of the old gr.inaiy, from the design of Peter Bon- 
ner, an English architect. 

In 1805 Mr. HulKnt'h designed a brick court-house and 
town-house combined, for the town of Newbury]>nrt. This, 
Mr. Willard tells us, escaj>ed the great tire of 1811, famous 
in the annals of the town, for it stood away from the busi- 
ness centre, in a conimanding p<isition, upon that fine street 
of old mansions which runs along the summit of the hill. 
But it met with a worse fate in ISri!?, wlien it was changed 
orer into the taste of the day. The hgure of Justice? which 
used to stand uikhi it was then removed, and the entire 
exterior of the Louse was modernized and finished with 
mastic cement. The change was sn tbr)rough that no one 
codd now discover any traces of Bulfinch's handiwork 
about it. The demand for an alteration of the interior may 
have been an imperatiTe one, but it was a pity t<» destroy 
without cause an exterior which dated from Newbuiyport's 
goMen age at the beginning of the century.** 

A friend whose early home was in Newbury})ort tells me 
that the childrt n, when they hejird the bell ring on the 
Harris Street Church for the opening of the court, used to 
repeat ihe following rhyme : — 

** Ron, boys, ran t 
The court begun ! 

StniKl 'f'lic f!ic insticc 

And U'll what yuu 'vc ilone." 
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The childraii then believed that the figure of Justioe would 
tip her scales. 

I am told diat the figure is still prraenred, a valued relic, 
at « Indian HiU Farm." 

Anotiier work of great interest was undertaken ihe same 
year. FaneuSi Hall, built from the plans of the artist 
Smib^, had been rebuilt after the fire of 1761, but not 
enlarged. This was the task now entrusted to Charles Bul- 
finch, who greatly extended its dimensions by doubling the 
width and addiu>; a third story, thus giving spuce for those 
pupiJar assemblies, the mass meetings of citizens, which we 
have learned to associate with that venerable structure. 

Mr. Willard calls attention to the fact that Mr. Bulfinch 
was careful, in his alterations, to preserve as far as possible 
the old effect. For example, where pilasters w^ used, in 
the old building, of the Tuscan order below and Doric 
above, he carries out the sequence hy placing the Ionic 
order in his third story, so that there may be no change of 
character. The present audience room is thought to be 
completdy his own design, as the alterations and change of 
scale would have made an entire rearrangement necessary. 

I find a draft, in my grand£ither*s handwriting, of what 
seems to be a report or address on the completion of thu 
•work. After giving the earlier history of Peter Faneuil*s 
gift he continues : — 

Although the hall was sufficient for a number of years 
for the transaction of the ordinary businesg of the town, yet 
on every interesting occasion, when large numbers of the 
inhabitants were assembled, it became necessary to ad journ 
to some larger building, and, the Old South Church being 
most capacious and most conveniently situated of any, the 
proprietors of that house were ready to allow the town the 
use of it, while the questions to be considered were of great 
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politieal importaiioe ; but upon the increased population of 
the town, and the frequent oceuirence of questions of a 
local nature which, however, interested and caUed together 
a great number of the citizens, the proprietors of the places 
of public worship became unwilling to admit such large 
numbers to the free use of thor buildings. 

" In 1805 the Selectmra offered to the town a plan for the 
enlargement of the hall, which was accepted, and they were 
directed to carry it into effect. The work has proceeded 
with uncommon dispatch and without any unfavorable acci- 
dent, and in twelve months has been completed, we believe, 
to very general satisfiaetion. 

''The great hall is 76 feet square and 28 feet h^h, with 
galleries on three sides, upon Borick columns* The ceiling 
is supported by two ranges of lonick columns, the walls 
enrujied with pilasters and the wmdowswith architraves, 
&c. Platforms under and in the galleries rise amphithe- 
atrieally to accommodate spectators, and the whole appears 
well calculated for sight and sound. The noble painting of 
Washington by Stuart ... is placed at tho east end, over 
the Selectmen's seat. Above the great hall is another, 76 
feet bng and 30 feet wide, devoted to the exercise of the 
different military corps of the town, with a number of 
apartments on each side for depositing their arms, where 
those of the several companies are arranged and kept in 
perfect order. This military hall is lighted by large semi- 
tareular windows at the ends, and lutheins through tiie roof 
at the sides. 

The lower story is appropriated, according to the origi- 
nal intention, as a market, and the cellars are let for various 
ptirposes of bnrineas. The income of the stalls and cellars 
will produce a permanent and handsome interest upon the 
money expended in the enlargement. 
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"The building also contains convenient offices for the 
Selectmen, Board of Health, Assessftis, and Town Treasurer* 

**• On the outside it has been the aim of the ^igents to con- 
form to the original style of the building, that with the 
additions it should appear a uniform and consistent pile.** 

It may be interesting to insert here a note received by 
Charles Bulfineh in lat^ J^bis, which conveys its own 
explanation : — 

RosTOW, Oct. 21!, 1839. 
Chakles BuLFmCH, Esq. — Sir, — I have received and 
examined with much interest the plans of Faneuil Hall, and 
the stcitenient accompanying them, which you have sent to 
this office for preservation in tlie city archives. Every 
memorial of former benefactors of the public is highly 
valuable, and there have been few who have been at once 
so liberal and so fortunate as Peter Faneuil, whose name 
must, through all iiistory, be associated with the most im- 
porttmt political revolution which has yet taken place in the 
world. 

I beg leave to return you the thanks of the City Govern- 
ment for your donation, and to assure you of the interest 
which will not fail to be felt in it by many generations of 
your and my successors. 

Very respectfully, your obed' serv^ 

Sam*' a. Kliot, Mayor. 

If the result of the alterations made in Faneuil Hall has 
been sometimes critictsed as bare and monotonous, at least 
there is about it an archaic simplicity of effect which is in 
harmony with its traditions. 

The lofty spue of the old Christ Cluircli, famous in the 
annals of the North End, having been blown down in ld(H, 
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doing great havoc among the hoiue^oofs beneath it, we 
find that in 1807 it was rebuilt from Mr. BuIHnch's designs, 
rising to within sixteen feet of the height of the original 
(one hundred and ninety-one feet), and adhering to th« old 
model in its stvU'- 

Alluding to tki.s delicacy of feeling when called upon for 
restorations, Mr. Willard says : Bulfinch has fairly earned, 
by his respectful treatment of old historical monuments, a 
similar treatment of his own buildings." 

Next, 180J), — the ga])s in our record filled with profess 
sional work of which no dit>tiuct trace remains to us, — came 
die new chnrch iu Federal Street, built for Dr. Channing*s 
society, and, as here the architect made a new departure and 
introduced the Gothic style for the first time, a lively inter- 
Mt was excited in the work. It was called the first building 
of pure Saxon-Gothic architecture in Boston. The spire, 
however, has not been considered a success. 

The year 1810 saw the erection of a long row of private 
dwelling-houses on ** the Common," or what is now Tremont 
Street. These extended between Weet and Mason streets, 
where a few of tiliem are still standing, although much 
altered in appearance by their adaptation to busineSB pur- 
poses. With thdr fine view of the broad green spaces of 
the Common opposite and its l<»fty trees, these houses were 
favorite residences in their day, and, probably from the 
columns supporting the balcony along tiie &ont, the block 
received the name of Colonnade Row. 

The court-house for the county of Suffolk was also built 
in 1810, of hammered granite, on the lot in School Street 
from which the Latin School4iouse had been removed, and 
where the City Hall now stands. It was the traditional site 
of the house of Isaac Johnson, the early settler of Boston. 
Long familiar to many as ''the old Suffolk Court-house,** it 
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is even more intimately eontieetefl with the history of the 
citj government than with the county^ having been for 
many years, and (hirinnr ail the latter part of its eodBtenee^ 
the Boston City Hall. The county was provided with new 
quarters in 1836; and in 1>S(>'i. when the present City Hall 
was coTitemplatedy the old building was destroyed to make 
room for it, as no location so desirable could be found for 
the increased aocommodatious which the growth of the city 
required. 

Prom 1812 to 1814 Mr. Bulfinch built another court- 
house for the comity of Middlesex, which is standing in 
JSast Cambridge to-day. It was enlai-^vMl in 1848 by Mr. 
Ammi B. Young, architect of the Custom House in Boston, 
and has received serioii<; alterations, I am told, since that 
date. Although the whole design has the chanM$ter of his 
work, it iB now impossible to determine with aconracy what 
belongs to the original plan. 

At the intersection of Bedford and Summer streets, in 
Boston, was a triangular piece of ground to which the 
name of Church Green had been very early applied. Here 
stood the meeting-house of the New South society, and here 
in 1814, when a new stnictnre was desired under the min- 
istry of the Rev. Mr* Thacher, Mr. Bulfinch built what 
seems to have been universally considered the most beauti- 
ful of all his churches.* 

Departing from the usual custom, he made the ground- 
plan octagonal, and a portico, with four Doric columns, 

^ In Sburtlcff's Topographical ami Histurtatl I kstTijftion oj Hostim oecuni tiiU 
Mnleiiee, followiiig m aoeomit of the earliest gvnat oi land to the Nev Sooth 
•ooietr : — 

"To this religions srw-iiity the town afterwards gave nti Additional piece of 
land, with a very cautions condition (after the prudent manner of Mr. Bulfinolt, 
the noted SeleetiiMii) ; wd apou these lots stood the oetagonal stone hnilding 
wUdi in tiie yeu 18S8 was removed tor the aoeoininodation of bmineM." 
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ornamentt'il the front. The building was of hammered 
Chehnsfoid <;raiiitt', and it is siiid to luivc owed ]»art of its 
reputation to ite Hue masonry. A l<»fty aiul graeetul spire 
crowned tlie work, rising to one hiuidrwl and ninotv toet 
from the foundation. Every part ot the church, within 
and without, was in harnioiiy with the heanty and finish of 
the design as a wliolo. The mahogany pul})it lias been 
described as of remarkable elegance. Soon after the coni- 
jilelion of tlie eluireli a dcs<*ription of it apjieared, from 
which we quote : " Inside of the house tlie ceiling is sup- 
portx'd by four Tonic columns, connet-ted above their entab- 
lature by four arches of moderate elevation ; in the angles 
pendentives or fans rise to form a circular flat ceiling, 
decoiated witii a centre flower; between the arches and the 
walls arc groins springnig from the cornice, supported by 
Ionic pilasters between the windows. Tlie galleries rest 
n])on small culuuius, and are tiuishcd in front with balus- 
trades/* 

There could have been no more lovely .situation for a 
church in the town, jmlging from the old descriptions. 
The ground was high and level, and commanded in early 
times an open view over the beautiful harbor. Summer 
"Street was adorned with lofty shade-trees. The church 
remained for many years an object of pride to the parish, 
and was considered by all who sjiw it one of the chief archi- 
tectural ornaments of the city. On the occiision of the 
fiftieth anniver^Mt v of its dedication, the pastor said in 
reviewing that earlier period : Comparatively speaking, 
there was then no more beautiful, no more costly, no more 
appropriately designed and appointed structure within the 
limits of the town or of the Commonwealth. Is there one 
which, on the whole, 8urj)asses it to-day ? " 

The New South Church was taken down in 1868. 
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My fatlier has stated that in its internal structure especial 
attention was paid to facility of hearing and speaking, on 
account of the delicate health of the pastor, Rev. Samuel C. 
Thacher. With this view, a ilat ceiling was introiluced, 
instead of the dome, which the fonn o£ the building would 
have rendered suitable. 

University Hall, at Harvard College, was built in 1814, 
of hammered stone. It occupies a prominent place in the 
middle o£ the College Yard, stinding at the intersection of 
the two avenues leading from the main gateways. It con- 
toined originally the College Chapel and public tables, or 
commons. Many will recall the queer httle high gallery o£ 
the old chapel, which I remember seeing used on oocaaions 
when the newer Appleton Chapel was closed for repairs. I 
recollect especially an intensely warm summer afternoon 
when our beloved Dr. Audi-ew Peabody preached one of liis 
noble baccalaureate sermons to the surging crowd of grad- 
uates and their friends, the fair young girls in light dresses, 
tliat filled the old Chapel to its utmost capacity. The in- 
terior of University Hall has been much altered, although 
the end rooms remain as they were ; the President's oflice 
is still there ; and the original stone staircases tuny 1)e seen, 
supported by the miisonry of the walls. The Clmpel has 
been divided into two stories, and cut up into several rooms. 
One of these is now used for Faculty meetings, and the 
plan is under consideration of restoring the Chapel to its 
old i>roportions, in order to provide a more spacious hall 
for tliis purimse. 

University Hall was originally built with an open colon- 
nade or piazza along its western front. 

In 1816, during the pastorate of the Rev. Nathaniel 
Thayer at the First Church in Lancaster, Massachusetts, 
Mr. Buliinch built a new brick church for that society. 
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which is still standing, and is, I helieve, considered to be the 
best of his church edifices reniainintr. KeseniblinsT the ohl 
Cathedral and the New North in liaving a cupola without i\ 
spire, ill this instance made elaborate by a circle of Huted 
Ionic eolunujs and festooned drapery, it differs from thom 
both in the addition of an arcaded portic o. The interior is 
characterized by nuich lightness and grace, with an oj)eii 
baUistrade for the gallery frout, often a feature of lus 
interiors. 

ThLs church contains also a pulpit which is much admired 
and considered a great curiosity, being the only one of the 
kind that is known to be existing, except a copy made from 
it for the church in Eliot Square, Roxbury. It is reached 
only by a staircase ascending outside the auditorium, and 
the preacher enters the pulpit through a doorway in the 
wall, as if stepping out upon a balcony. Tlie staircase is 
now enclosed in a modern vestry. 

A year or two later than this, in 1817-18, a brick build- 
ings for a combined chapel and library, was built for An- 
dover Theological Seminary ; and this l)rings us to the date 
of laying the corner-stone of the Massachusetts General 
Ho^ital, which, with the Somerville Asylum, must be left 
for another chapter. 

Besides the architectural works enumerated here as be- 
longing to these years, a number of others are known to 
have been by Charles Bulfiiicli, and most of them are in- 
cluded in liis own list, given in the appendix. He built the 
Boylston Market, taken down not long since; the Coun^ 
Jail at Cambridge ; an almshouse at Salem ; enlarged Con- 
cert Hall, giN'ing it a new interior ; and built the following 
Itanks in Boston : the United States, Massachusetts, Boston, 
Mechanics', Union, with a bank building at Salem. Several 
insurance offices were built by him in Boston, the Suffolk, 
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New £ngland» and Marine, with the interior of tlie Mutual ; 
also a gniminar sehool of stnnp. and twu large brick school' 
houses in Boston ; a meetiiig-houHe of wood at Pittsfieldi 
now, as I understand, despoiled of its steeple and forming 
8 part of the Maplewood Hotel ; wooden meeting-bouses at 
Taunton and Weymouth, the former still standing; with a 
number of private residences, and probably other works now 
nnchronided. 

Among tbe private dwellings Mr. Bulfindb built was a 
detached mansion on Mount Vernon Street, just above 
Louisburg Square, which may still be seen, and which 
shows ^e same style of ornamentation he used upon the 
residences in the old Franklin Crescent. 

Perhaps the. finest of his private residences in Boston 
was the hirge mansion of the elder Mr. Joseph Coolidge, 
which once stood on Bowdoin Street and must bare been 
an elegant example of his style. He is said to have been 
famous for his staircases, and the one here was particnhirly 
handsome. Mr. Bowditch, in his reminisoenoes, mentions 
this mansion and its grounds, saying that they altogedier 
formed one of the most beautiful residences which existed 
in the town. 

The mannon designed for Mr. Joseph BarreU, at Charlee- 
towD, will be hereafter described. 

The position which Charles Bulfineh now filled of chair- 
man of the Board of Selectmen was similar in many re- 
spects to that occupied by the mayor of the city. He was 
charged with the first xesponsibility regarding the order, 
cleanliness, and economy of the town adminbtration ; with 
its health and safety ; and also with the privilege of repre- 
senting the town on occasions of state, and receiving its 
honored guests. 
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It is true that executive power was cltvicltHl anionj^ 
several Imards, each claiiniiii;* Imlej^etulejiee of the other, 
each possess! I a qiialitied coiitr<*l in resj>ect ot expendi- 
tures, and witii their respective authorities somewhat h)osely 
defined. It is easv to believe, as Mr. Qnincv savs, that, in 
an adininislration thus constituted, petty jealouttieSj rivalry, 
and coiiisiuuH were occjisionally to be expected. 

Of this period of Mr. Hnltineh's life, coveriui;-, in all 
his relations to the administration of town alYairs, between 
twenty aiul rlnrtv years, his son Thomas wrote: — 

"It woiiki require a long det iil to euumerate the works 
of public iuiproveaient by which the erof^ked were made 
straiij^ht, and the roufj'h places smooth, under his intlnence, 
during this huig period of the liistory of our eity. In tlie 
course of these Iinjirovenients lie necessjirily was often 
brought into collision with indiviiluals whose interests were 
to be made to yield to the public exi^eney. In all instauees 
these collisions were dealt with in siieh a uuld and reason- 
able spirit as to allay to a ^reat (le<;'ree the irritation which 
arose, and in many eases to convert into warm i'rieuds those 
who at first met him in the most hostih' sjiirit. 

"lie was always meredulous, it is said, of tales of scandal, 
or, if foreed to admit tlie facts, inn-enidus in explaining them 
away, or reeoneilinii: them witii tlu^ iuuocenoe, or at least 
the good intentions, ol the accus<»d." 

Another son, Greenieaf, tells us, regarding his father's 
connetttion with the improvements in the town : — 

" It is hard to conceive, in the present narrow and 
crowded appearance of the thoroughfares of Boston, that 
the work of widening them has been going on .since the 
beginning of the j)re.sent century, but many can remember 
the time when they were much more inconnnoded by pro- 
jecting eomeis of houses, and other obstructions, than at 
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praent ... I have heard that on one occasion, vhen the 
removal o£ some pnrtruding building had been ordered, 
and a ladder raised to begin the work, the owner appeared 
above, armed with a musket, and threatoied to shoot the 
first who should dare to dimb. His object was to frighten 
off the workmen; but Mr. Bulfinch, wbo probably knew 
that the man was not as valiant as he appeared, mounted 
the ladder himself, and thus diq»elled the tmor." 

The incident that Mr. Quincy relates of this period, in hts 
Municipal History of Boston,** may be fsmiUar through 
repetition, but ought not to be omitted : — 

" No farther attempt to change the town organization 
occurred until 1815, when Charles Bulfinch, who had been 
chairman of the Board of Selectmen and Superintendent 
of Police ever since the year 1800, and two othw efficient 
members of that board, were not reflected. The dreum- 
stance was a subject of very general surprise and regret. 
£very elected member of the Board of Selectmen immedi- 
ately resigned, and on a second trial Mr. Bulfinch and the 
otber members of the board of the preceding year were 
remstated by decided majorities. 

"Few men,** adds Mr. Quincy in a biographical note, 
"deserve to be held by the citizens of Boston in more 
grateful remembrance than Charles Bulfinch. . . . During 
the many years he predded over the town government, he 
improred its finances, executed the laws with firmness, and 
was distinguished for gentleness and urbanity of manners, 
integrity and purity of character.** 

A new order of things was not, however, far off. The 
difficulty of conducting municipal affairs under the form of 
town government, with so large a population, became more 
and more evident, and four years after Mr. Bulfinch left 
die Board of Selectmen we find the first city government 
organized, with Mr. John Phillips for mayw. 
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The list ol Selectmen, as giv^i in the Boston Directoiy 
for 1800, is as foUows: GharleB Bulfinch, David Tilden, 
Runell Sturgis, Josepli Howard, Ebenezer Hancodc, Wil-* 
liam Porter, William Sherburne, John Tileston, Ebenez^ 
Olirw. The diamber for their meetings was in FaneuU 
Hsll. 

Amung uiy gr<indfadier*8 papers we have found a copy 
of the Bylaws and Orders of the Town of Boston/' in 
1801, together witii sundry rules and regulations of the 
Board of Health, and certain laws of the Commonwealth 
relating to Town affairs. It is a unall pamplilet, in gray 
paper covers, and was printed by Manning & Loring, 
No. 2 Cornhill. The first pi^ contains an advertisement 
signed by Charles Bulftnch, iSuperiuteudent of Police, ex- 
plaining that this collection is printed by order of the town, 
and is to be distributed for general information, in order 
that no one may plead ignorance in future. As it is the 
duty of the subscriber to see these laws properly executed, 
ho calls upon the grand jurors of the county, the town 
officers and constables, and upon the inhabitants at large, 
to give information of the br^ch of any and every one of 
them. He engages that " no exertion shall be wanting on 
his part, to maintain that good order and government, so 
essential to the well-being, the safety and happiness of the 
inhabitants of this metroj)olis." 

With the tenor of many of these regulations we are 
already familiar through the various reprints of early town 
documents iu New England. They bike us back, as may 
be imagined, to quite a different scene and state of affairs 
from the Boston of to-<lav. 

It was then considered sufficient, for instance, when 
(h;uiis were opened in the streets, to mark the locality after 
dark by a lantern lighted ' until midnight.** 
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Oygtermen w«ie lequiied, when they opened their wares 
in any of the streets, lanes, or alleys, to put the shells iiito 
their bf^, wheelbarrow, or other vehicle, and carry them off 
to places specially appointed by the Selectmen for piling^ 

oyster-shells. 

Wood beiii«^ the only fuel used, we find it ordered that 
it shall not be left in the streets after dark ; and there are 
also laws to prevent fraud in the sale of wood and bark, 
with acts regulating the size of charcoal baskets, which 
^ should be well heaped and also sealed by the sealer of the 
town or district." 

Whoever should be found guilty of kicking football or 
throwing stones or snow-balls in the streets should forfeit 
and pay the sum of fifty cents for each offence. 

The same penalty was attached to gambling in ihe 
streets, or markdi^laces, or on the wharves ; but the one 
who fired a gun, except in sdf-defence, was obliged to pay 
the sum of one dollar ; and squibs, serpents, or otJier fire- 
works required a license, or else entailed a fine of four dol- 
lars. 

We find die following relating to driving on the Lord's 
day: — 

''And whereas great dangers and disturbances arise from 
chariots, chaises and other carriages on the Lord's day, as 
the inhabitants are going to, or returning from, the several 
houses of public worship m this town, and also while they 
are assembled in them for public worship, being driven with 
great rapidity ; 

Therefore it is ordered^ That no chariot, chaise or other 
carriage, shall at such times be driven at a greater rate than 
a walk, or moderate foot pace, on penalty of Two Dollars 
for each offence, to be paid by the person driving, or if he 
be a servant, and unable to pay the same, by the master or 
mutiess of such servant. 
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And no horse, ninre or gelding, shall hereafter be rode, 
drove, or led into the Common^ or to any pond or any part 
o£ the sea, or to any other usual public place for washing 
or waterinj^ on tlio TiOrd's day ; on pain that the rider, 
driver or lea(ier thereof shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
Tioo Dollars for every offence.'' 

In addition to the above, we read that it was further 
enacted — 

"That no owner or driver of any hackney carriage be- 
longing to the town of Boston, shall drive said hackney 
carriage mto or from said town on the Lord's day, without 
first having obtained a certificate of permission from some 
Justice of the Peace within said town fur himself and each 
and every passenger by him so carried, on the pain and 
penalty of forfeiting his license for setting up, keeping and 
driving said hackney carriage, for the term of three years 
next after committing such offence." 

The laws to secure the town from damage by fire were, 
of course, exceedingly strict : public buildings were required 
to be luiilt of stone or brick, with roofs of incombustible 
material, and likewise all distiUeries and livery stables ; while 
dwelling-houses were to have one of the largest sides, or 
else the two ends, of brick or stone. 

Chimney-sweepers were to be licensed and to wear 
badges. Their wages were to be fixed from time to time 
by the Scdectmen, and no inhabitant could pay a highw 
rate, or employ any person, excepting his own servant, to 
sweep his chimney, other than those who were licensed. 

^ Lighted segars " were forbidden upon the streets, and 
people were prohibited from leaving their pastures or or- 
chards lying open where there might be a weU uncovered. 

The act for regulating lamps had been passed in 1773, 
and was made perpetual in 1797, as stated here. It begins 
as follows: — 
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Whereas the enlighteningr of sfcreetg, lanes^ alleys and 
passage irajs in large and populous towns, by lamps hung 
up in the night time, is not only ornamental, but very ad- 
vantageous to all such persons as have occasion to pass in 
and through the same about their lawful bu8inese> and tend 
greatly for the safety and preservation of the mhabitants, 
by the discovery and prevention of fires, burgknes, rob- 
beries, thefts and other lesser breaches of the Peace : Be it 
therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House 
of Representatives^" ete. 

The orders following relate to the hiring of persons to 
set up and care for the lamps : — 

" And that whereas many of the inhabitants of the said 
town of Boston have, by a generous subscription, raised a 
sum of money sufficient for purchasing such a number of 
lamps as will be necessary for illuminating the sheets, &c* 
in that metropolis ; and as the dratroying or breaking the 
same will not only be injurious to the encouragers of so 
laudable a design, but to the public in general: Be it 
therefore further enacted." 

Here follow injunctions against breakmg or extinguish- 
ing lamps, doing damage to posts, : — 

^ Every person so offending therein to be tried by any 
of his Majesty's Courts of General Sessions of the Peace, 
and to pay the sum of Twenty Pounds, for each act of wil- 
ful destruction, and if accidentally liable, so much as in the 
opinion of the Selectmen should be necessary for repairs." 

All the pumps in the town were to be inspected four 
times a year by the police, and kept in good condition for 
extinguishing a fire. 

A number of persons were to be licensed as funeral 
porters, the Selectmen fixing their rate of wages ; and no 
person whatsoever beside should presume to act as a funeral 
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porter, or be employed by any inhabitant, nor should such 
inhabitant pay more than the appointed rate. The penalty 
attaehed to such violations of the kw -was /our dollars* 

The tolling of bells we find also provided for, — not more 
than two atrokes in a minute, on penalty of a two-dollar 
fine. 

Among tiie rules of the Board of Health we notice that 
no fresh fish shall be sold or kept in any stall, fish-box or 

other house within the town, except such stall, fish-box or 

other house stands over the salt water.*' 
There was then quite a herd of cattle on the Common, 

owned by different proprietors, with "two or more Bulls" 

permitted by the town to go at laige there all summer. 

These ftVrmiwg occupants must have seriously impaired the 

enjoyment of a part of the population in strolling over the 

grassy acres. 

An act for employing and providing for the poor, passed 
in 1735 and oonfimed in 17^, b^ins as follows : — 

Wheieas the town of Boston is grown considerably pop- 
ulous, and the idle and poor much increased among them, 
and the laws now in force relating to them not so suitable 
to the circumstances of the said town, which are different 
from those of the other towns in the province. Therefore," 
etc., etc. 

The Overseers of the Poor are here iq^ointed, with 
workhouse maintenance and inqiection, etc., and we read : 
Be it further enacted. That where persons bring up their 
children in such gross ignorance, that they do not know, 
or are not able to distinguish the alphabet or twenty-four 
letters at the age of six years, in such case the Overseers of 
the Poor are hereby impowered and directed to put or bind 
out into good families, such children, for a decent and 
Christian education, as when parents are indigent and rated 
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notfaitig to the pablk taxes; unless the cbfldien ate judged 
incapable, through some inevitable ihfimii^." 

A kind human feeling qpeaks in the law to prohibit fore- 
stalling and engrossing of provisions^ irith which we dose 
our extracts from lliese old records : — 

*^ It is her^ ordered, That no huckster or other person 
whatsoever dwelling or residing within tius town^ shaU, by 
himself or others, buy, contract or bargain for any sort of 
gnun, meal, butter, fowls, mutton, veal, porky ^[gs, or any 
other sort of provision, while it is bnnging from the 
entrance of the town, by any avenue, to the market place, 
unless for his or her own family use or consumption, before 
two of the clock in the afternoon, on penalty of forfeiting 
and paying Fine Dolktrs for eveiy such ofFenoe. . . . 

" And to the intent to discourage, as far as may be, the 
injurious practice, too frequent among butchers and others, 
of forestalling the market, by buyii^ up in the country and 
on the road to town, poultiy and oilier provisions, in order 
to sell and utter them again at advanced prices : 

It is herdnf fitrther ordered, That evezy person offend- 
ing herein, and convicted of the same, shaU never hereafter 
be permitted to hire or hold any stand in the market place 
in this town. 

** And all persona having the least regard to justice and 
to die poor inhabitants of this town, are requested to give 
information against every such offender to the Selectmen, 
that he or she m ly be brought to condign punishment and 
for which offence the Selectmen are hereby directed vigor- 
ously to prosecute every offender, at the court or courts 
proper to try the same.'* 

I &id the following statement in my grandfather's hand- 
writing conceniing the changes and improvements made in 
Boston during his administration of its affairs, and in the 
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years iinDiediately ^kiooeeding. It was probably written 
near 1840 : — 

C. Bulfinch was a junior member of the board of Select- 
men from 1789 to 17D3 ; he was Chairman from 1797 to 
1818, 21 years, durin<r which time he was Siqierintendant 
of Police, salary $600, till the two laBt years, when it was 
raised to $1,000. 

By his exertions a law of the State was obtaine<l, giving 
power to the Selectmen to widen streets and regulate pave- 
ments, another to establish the Munidpal Court. — In 
conseqaenoe of thei>e j>uiiits 

Congress Street was opened at entrance on State Street. 

The West end of Court street widened, lead' to Bowdoin 
Square. 

The lower part of State street and Merchants Row and 
Back street widened, 

Hanover street and Beacon street, by Gov. Hancock's, — 
and High street, do. 

Exchange street widened throughout. 

New Comhill opened, leading from Tremont street to 
Bock Square. 

Part of Avon street widened after a fire. 

Charles street laid out and filled over the marsh. 

West mall formed and planted. 

The Neck lands kid out in streets and squares. 

The Mill pond laid out in streets. 

South Boston laid into streets. 

All streets regulated with sidewalks, wherever new paved. 
Faneuil Hall building enlarged to four times its original 
size. 

Almshouse in Leverett street built. 
Stone Court house, now City Haflf built. 
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Deme street and Belknap stceet opened, and part of 
Batterymareh street. 

All these improTements were made by the Town and paid 
for^ so that when C. B. was invited to Washington, to 
rebuild the Capitol, the debt of the Town was only Four* 
teen thousand dollars.' Population in 1818, 40,000. 

Besides these public improvements, others were made 
during the same period by the State and companies of indi- 
viduals : — 

The State house built, from plans of C. B. 

West Boston Bridge. 

Canal Bridge, so called, from Leverett Street 

Front Street and South Boston bridge. 

Boylston market. 

Broad street and India wharf. 

Central wharf. 

The General Hospital from plans by C. B. 

Franklin place. Colonnade row, Park street. 

The increase of the population and of the wealth of the 
Citizens has enabled the City authorities to make improve- 
ments on a more extended scale, viz. : 

The Quincy market and streets adjacent, new court 
house. Jail in Leverett stoeet, almshouse and other buildings 
at South Boston. 

Tremont street continued over the flats to Boxbuty. 

Several streets widened. 

' Tbe Auditor's Monthly Report for Jaattwy It gtves tlie fnUowiny 
ftguNi ragaiding the deht of the dty of BoMton at tb« |weaent timo : — 

City debt S37,210,937.S8 

County debt 3^682,000.00 

CWhitnatc water debt 17. 7(51 ,273.98 

Total ^0&I^11.S6 

being the gross debt, December 31, IHUl. 
The ]>opulstioii in 1800 was 448^77. 
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Portions of Washingtoiiy Portland and Friend streets, £lm 

street and others. 

These undertakings are important improvements and add 
to the convenience and beauty of tlie City, but they have 
occasioned a debt of One million, six hundred Thousand 
dollars ; the interest of which is mote than the whole annual 
tax of 1818. 

Since the Ineorponition of the City the f<^wing impor- 
tant improvements have been made by private companies : 
The Western Avenue to Brooklyne. 
Commercial street with the noble wharfo projectbg from 

it. 

Tremont and several other large Hotels. 
The South Gove land, — 3 Railroad depots, Louisbouig 
and Pemberton squares. 




CHAPTER VI 

MADAM BUIiFIN0H*8 LBTTBB8 
1796-1808 

Then I saw in my dream, they went very lovingly on together, and had 
sweet discourse of all things that had liapjH-iu'd to them in their pilgrimage ; 
and thiu Cliri»tiaa began : "My honoured aud welUbeloved brother Faith fid, 
I am ^ad fbafc I have omtakm yoa,atid tlMlGod htm so tampered our spirits 



tint tra CMiwalk at 




a path." 
7%e POsrim** Pngn$t. 



Ws letnni now to con- 
dder Ifr. Bulfinch's do- 
mestic life daring the yean 
marked by so many changes 
in the ontward appearance 
and devdopmoit of the 
town. 

It is not easy to trace 
the different homes of Ihe 
family throngh the changes 
brought about by their 
varying fortunes, and pei^ 
hups inipoflsible to detex^ 
mine them with exactness. 

The Boston Directory, 
published then at irregular 
intervals^ has been of much 



assistance in confirming and filling out tiie fiunily traditions, 
and some help has been found in die oecasimial contriba- 
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tioiis of old lesitlcnts to tin* Boston Transcript," wlien tiie 
ever-interesting Mil)it'( t ot" t arly families a!nl old niausiotis 
has led them to ^ive their recollections to tlic puhlic. 

These rccollL'ctioim, however, may he sotiu't inies iiuHlead- 
in*^, thon<;"li tlu'V lontaiii so niiicli of value. ^^ lit its luay 
seem to contratiirt cacli otlier s statements wlu-ii they are 
oiilv (K'sci il»iiii;- (lilfcifiit periods, for the list of residents in 
a partifiilar loeahty, wliirh iiiii;lit Ix- accurate for one date, 
wonld often need to he alteretl for a date even slitrhtlv 
earlier or later. Comi>arin<^ and siftinij the ditferent tradi- 
tions, we can learn at least a few p<irticului*s as to Charles 
Bulfinch's places of abode. 

At the time of his wife's last entry in her note-book, 
the liouseliolfl had already made two ehanjjfes since the 
Marlhorou<>ii or W ashinyfton Street davs. The first, im- 
niediatelv after their loss of fortune, was to the " small 
<lwelHng, ' thoii;;ht to he on Middleeott Street; and the 
second was to the friendly home of Oeorpce and Anna 
Storer, where the two f inulies ( <»udiiued to live tinder one 
roof. lesseniTi^' in this \\ay their e\|)ense>;. and grateful for 
each other s sympathy and society in their narrowed pros- 
pects. Tliis house .seems to iiave been on Southae's Court, 
the earlv name for Howard Street, and may ha\c been the 
quaint old wooden lmildiii<^ with mnnv nahles that i.s 
described as st^uiding tliere, <in the i-orner of Court Street, 
and has been associated with the HuUinch name. The 
Storei-s had no children of their own, and the little ones in 
their brother s family must liave been heartily welcomed by 
such a delightful friend and companion of childhood as 
their dear *' Uncle Storer, whose ])raisps- have been told to 
this day, with many delightful anecdot<-s. by those who were 
fortunate enouL;h to know him in their early years. 

Referring agaiu to the jouruai, we tind the following 
entries : — 
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January 5th, 1799. On this day was born another 
son, who was permitted to remain M'itli us but eight weeks 
when ii severe illness of the same kiiul which was fatal to 
his httle brothers sei'^Vl Iiiin, and on the 3rd day of March 
remov'd him to that state where sorrows cannot come aud 
where the weary are at rest. As we advance in life all 
pleasures unconnected with our families are insipid. These 
are in pro[>ortIon more valuable) our children ai(> (1oai(>r, 
their loss sinks deeper on the mind, yet 1 will still submit 
as well as 1 c an to the dis})ensiitions of providence. The 
fonner wounds are opened ; I will assuage their sniart by 
the healing aids of r( ason and religion. I am now rich in 
three fine children. How niaitu are without even one ! 
Fdi the last two years retirM from the gay world, we have 
liv'd to ourselves and our (barost connections. Calm, 
serene days of social and domestic employment have not 
been interrupteil till this event. . . . Few people even in 
prosperity have cnjoy'd more real happiness than we in our 
little circle. We therefore must not repine. . . . 

" While attending my poor infant, wbo lay dangerously 
sick, on the first day of March, at the chill hour of day- 
break, when he bad fallen into a peaceful slumber, my 
pendl almost involuntarily traced the following lines : — 

Ah cold, ungcntie, early Spring, 
Blast not my Bttle tewlep llowvr ; 

Thy genial infliiciu-t; hitlu r liting 
And Itntiisli wiritor's unpropitioits powor. 
Chilled by the rigorn of tbiit sterner reign, 
Assatne thy «nulet, my blottom Uoout agaiu. 

Alas! Spring regarded not my invocation, fur 

Cold \v:is the tiiorn, my infmit l>oy 

StiU laugninhM in hi.i mother's nrins» 

SoROir nanrp'di the place of joy 

And fill*d my fond beait witli tta Mid alttma. 
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* 

In vmh I call'd the genial breath ol Spring, 

Deiith dn'd Hi buwf id ■hiilt, Mid Hi kMOflrt iliiifl^ 

" August 10th, 1799. Left the hoepitahle mansion of 
our dear Brother and Sister Storer to occupy a small neat 
house in their ueighborliood, ProN'idence so far favouring 
the industry of my Huaband as to enable us to support oar 
family separately." 

This removal is thought to have been to Middlecott 
Street again, but their tarry here was of short duration, for 
her husband's brig^htening' prospects enabled him very soon 
to establish his family more jierniauently. Bulfinch Street 
was laid out soon after the building of the State House, 
and received its name perhaps partly in honor of the archi- 
tect as well as from its marking the old boundary of his 
family estate. Bulfinch Place connected it then, as it does 
to-day, with Middlecott, the present Bowdoin Street, and 
here on Bulfinch Place Mr. Bulfinch built the house which 
for a number of years was the family home. It is described 
as a large brick house, painted white, with a very handsome 
spiral staircase and a good-sized garden in the rear. It is 
believed to have been the one afterwards owned by the 
Waterston family, and enlarged into the apartment house 
now called by that name. Although part of the garden 
vaB taken for the extension of the building, one of the old 
mulboiy trees that used to be tiiere still remains. This 
house was their home from 1800 to 1815, and following 
Mr. Bulfinch's name in the Directoiy appear the words, 

Superintendant of police." 

AUnsion ia made to their new Lome in the folloinng 

entry : — 

"Jim. 23, 1800. ... At last we fmd ourselves estab" 
lished in a comfortable house, with a moderate income, in 
which state we hope to remain for several yeaz8» as the 
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house IS agreed f or^ and we have eveiy leaaoti to eipect a 
restmg place at least for that time. 

" My dear Sister and lier Husband [have] settled in die 
eastern eountiyy after having suffered from loss of children 
and fortune more Hian mjself." 

A seventh son was bom this year, who was named for 
her husband's good and faithful friend, George Stoier. 

The following note to }Sx, Bulfinch from President 
Jefferson, introducing a young Soudiem friend> belongs to 
tins time !— 

WANinraTOir» Jtdj !• 180S. 
Snty — The beam hereof^ Ifr. Mills, a native of South 
Carolina, has passed some yean at this place as a stud^t in 
ardiitecture. He is now setting out on a journey through 
the states to see what is worth seeing in that line in eadi 
state. He will visit Boston with the same view, and 
knowing your taste for the art, I taike the liberty of lee- 
' ommending him to your notice, and of asking for him 
whatever infonnation on the subject may be useful to his 
views while in Boeton, 
Accept assurances of my esteem and respect 

Tb. Jbfrbbboit, 

The year 1802 was marked by the death of the archi- 
tects father, Dr. Thomas Bulfinch, who had for some two 
years past been in feeble health and withdrawn from the 
active life of his profession. Tradition says that he was 
found dead, as p^usef ul as if asleep, in the same large old* 
fashioned armchair where Madam Grizsdl Apthorp, his 
wife's mother, had also breathed her last. 

An interesting sermon in manuscript remains, preached 
on the death of Dr. Buliinch, from the text, The beloved 
physician," evidently by Dr. Freeman, at the King's Chapd^ 
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although the name u{ the writer is not attached. Recog- 
nizing the universal wish to be beloved| the writer considers 
the chief causes from which aifection 8i)rin<;s, with especial 
reference to the character of the good plivslciiin. He 
describes the noble and wise traits of the iiieal physician, 
who is broad in culture, gentle in manner, and " enters the 
chamber of the sick like the angel of health, with a siniU' of 
benignity on his ooontenance,** these several features being 
tiiken, iis he says, from the friend vho has gone, and he 
dwells particularljr upon the sweetness and mildness of his 
temper. In conversing with him we were under no 
apprehension of being hurt with severe remarks or harsh 
speeehM." This trait is not eonfined to polished circles, 
and may exist in a forest as well as in a city ; " when, 
however, it is graced with that courtesy which is the effect 
of a hberal education and frequent int^roouise with refined 
society, it iMHomos still more 1 > ly." 

Dr. Bulfinch's widow continued until her death, thirteen 
years later, an inmate of her youngest daughter's family at 
tlie old homestead, where she evidently received not only 
the honor due as a matter of course to her age and po- 
sition, but a remarkable degree of attention from Mr. 
C\)(>lidge and his household. Her daughter Kli/^ibeth 
admired and reverenced her mother's strong qualities of 
mind and heart, and was her devoted companion. As a 
young girl, Charles bad called her *^ a charming scribe for 
mamma," and now. when advancing years impaired the 
latter's eyesight, she became her amanuensis again, and 
often preserved for Iierself and her brother and sister 
copies of their mother's letters. 

We owe much to this affectionate habit, for it is in tliis 
way tiiat we can now enter, as it were, the door of the 
mansion in Bowdoin Square, and become acquainted in 
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some degree vitii the life of the family, also catehing a 
glim}>8e of Charles Biilfinoh's occupatioDB and contempo- 
rary events in the town. 

A small water^lor portrait of Madam BiiUiach gives ua 
an idea of her appcanuice at this time. She has h petite^ 
erect figure, and wears a liigh, white cap with mourning 
band. Her countenance h seen in profile. It hears a mild 
expression, but there is much character in the delicatalj cut 
features, and a certain charm in the slightly retrousfti nose. 

The first letter we have from her belongs to the year 
1803, when she opened a correspondence with her brother, 
Dr. East Apthorp, and some of the other rdations in 
England. Dr. Apthurp, well known in the early history 
of the Episcopal Church in New Encrland, had retired 
from his charge as the first rector of Christ Chiirch in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, probably — btiiig a man of peace — 
on account of the belligerent attitude of the Puritan clergy 
around him, and had taken up liis abode in England, where 
he filled the offices of vicar of Croydon and rector of St. 
Mary-le-bone and St. Pancras in London, with other 
rectories attached. He became prebend of Pinsbuiy, and 
in later life retired wholly to Cambridge, where he had 
formerly lived as student and fellow of Jesus College. 
Here he was now passing his old age, cheered by the 
attentions of bis wife and daughters and his own " happy 
and gladsome cast of piety,*' but suffering from the same 
affliction as his sister, — a partial loss of sight. An early 
letter from him is preserved, in whieli he addresses her as 
his " dear Sukey," and witliout doubt letters had from <ame 
to time been exchanged by the two. 

The little English orphans wHl also be remembered, 
whom Jolin Apthorp had left behind when he returned to 
his native land. They occasionally appear in the family 
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chromeles, at first as -writing childish letters to their dear 
papa^ and hiter as sending across the Atlantic a wedding 
gift to their half sister Hannah, — an illiistiated Bible, 
in four volumes. It is to these nieceSy known as Mrs. 
Whedright and Mrs. Sarah Apthorp^ that Madam Bulfinch 
addresses port of her correspondence^ which also includes 
a few letters to Dr. Apthorp's daughters and one to her 
brother Thomas. Very few of these have dates, but we 
can conjecture the time with some accuiaey from the 
allusions they contain. 

TO DB. AFTHORP. 

[1808.1 

Mt dsae Bbothsb, — It is bng, very lung since I have 
reomv'd a line from you. Your last gave me an account 
of the death of onr dear Sister Bayard, which I answa'^d 
by the first opportunity. Some time after, I had to mourn 
the death of a much nearer and dearer tektion in the 
Husband and friend; but as he had long suffier'd mudi 
sickness and debility, and his moral conduct and religious 
principles were such as to lead us to hope he is hapjjj, 
myself and children have endeavorM to support the loss 
with calm resignation to the will of Heaven. I desirM my 
Son to give you an early account of his sickness and death, 
since which I have heard nothinj]^ from you. I think, had 
vou reeeiv'd that letter, I hliould have ]iad comfort and 
consolation from your pen. I am myself drawing fast 
towards the close of life, which I look forward to with 
Huxiuus fear, nut without a hope of a hlessed immoi-tality- 
My health is as good as T could expect, consideniig the 
constitutional weakness 1 have been lUways subject to. My 
situation is as it was when I wrote you last. I am in the 
mansion house with my youngest daughter. I look from 
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theinndow upon the houses of my other two eliildren ; they 
Oall to see me every day, and wlien the weather is very fine 
and my limbs will permit, I visit them in return. My Son, 
tho' lie has been unfortunate^ is much respected; he is 
president of the Selectmen, for which he receives a small 
salaiy. That, with his employments in the architectural 
line, enables him to support a very excellent wife and five 
ehildren, tho' with economy, yet in a very pretty style. 
My daughter Storer is livix^ genteely. She has an affec- 
tionate husband, they are perfectly happy together; they 
have no children <& tiieir own, bat have at present with 
them a widow Sister of Mr. Storer's that has one child. 

I hear three of your Children are happily married. I 
hope tiiey have childrw and you see them freqnmtiy. 
Great part of the pleasure of my life is deriv*d from three 
little creatures we have at home. The eldest of them, a 
gitl about six, is particularly pleasing; when the school 
hours are over, she reads, she sews, she knite, she chats 
widi her Grandmama, and often asks questions which I 
find myself unable to answer. She is &ir, has fine blue 
eyes, a pretty mouth and a lovely dimple in her right 
cheek. Now, my dear Brother, I have brought you home 
among us by giving you an account of my own immediate 
concerns. Indeed, I have no otliers, for, exc^t going to 
see my children and occasionally to church, I never leave 
home, therefore know not anything that is passing abroad. 
As a [)eopIe we are bless'd with health, peace and plenty. 
Mtke my most affectionate n^rds to Mrs. Apthorp, and 
your young folks; if any of them can find Idsure and incli- 
nation to indulge me with a few lines respecting yourself 
and fiunily ntuation, I shall be much gratified. I wish 
also to have some account of my Brother Thomas and his 
family, Majur B. and his family, people that I once knew 
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and dearly loved, but of whom I hear nothing more now 
than if they were of another world. Christmas drawB near. 
1 wish you all the tranquil pleasures uliieh that sr nson 
generally brings with it, also a bappy New Year, the time I 
suppose when the children and gcaDdebildren assemble 
around you. I should admire to make one of the interest^ 
party. 

I have notliing more to add, hut i-epeat my good wishes 
to yourself and Mrs. A. I am, with esteem and friendship, 
your and her Affectionate Sister* 

Let me know particularly how your sight is now. 

TO MS. WHEELWRIGHT. 

Mt dear Sib, — I should be exceedingly obliged if you 
will forward the enelos'd to my Brother, Dr. Apthorp, as I 
have written him several times, but not receiving an answer, 
rather suppose my letters have not reached him. 

My best love to Mrs. W. and her young family. If 
either of them could find leisure to give me an account of 
her own health and their improvements (even their names 
and ages) it would be liigiily interesting and gratifying to 
your Affectionate Aunt 

TO MRS. WHEELWRIGHT. 

[1801] 

Mt dbab Niece, — I take the earliest opportunily to 
thank you for your charming letter, in which you so kindly 
introduce me to every branch of your family, and rejoice 
with you that your health is such that you can, not only 
superintend their education, but attend them in their first 
entrance into life, as in my opinion the mother is the most 
suitable person, and the mutual affection and confidence 
that sttbfdsts between Mother and Child must be such as to 
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render tlioni always happy in the oompany of each other. 
I have the pleasure to in£om you yolir Sisters are well aud 
happy. Their Education were ko good and their minds so 
well form'd that tliey have been enabled to bear every 
change of life with a dignity and cheerfulness that makes 
them modi respected and beloved. Sister H. is remarkably 
pleasant. She has good health and is very active, bringing 
up a fine family of children, five in number. The eldest is 
a girl of fifteen years old and begins to be very useful to 
her mother. Frances has spent the winter with her sister. 
She is of a mild, retirM disposition, but enjoys life notwith- 
standing her disappointments. She has two children. The 
youngest, a very sweet little g^rl, is with her. However, 
they are able to give you a better account of themselves 
than I can do. 

I hear your good Gentleman is in the Militaiy line. I 
hope he has not been call'd into action, as I suppose long 
before this your hopes or fears have been realiz'd. We 
are quiet and happy, and talk of war as a thing at a dis^ 
tance, therefore without any apprehensions for ourselvesy 
but interested for our friends coneern'd. Our papers are 
fiU'd with Buonaparte's intentions and exploits. Whether 
he will or will not invade England is still with us a doubtful 
point. He has a Brother upon the Continent that lias 
married a very fine young woman at the Southward, far 
distant from us. I hope they will ranain there, as they 
• affect Preneh manners which \\ e, in our part of the world, 
are very little accustom'd to. Wiiether he has come as an 
inhabitant, or only to reconnoitre the country, we know not. 
Perhaps it may depend upon the success of his Brother. 

My health is tolerable, perhaps as good as I ought to 
expect it to be at my time of life* My next birthday will 
bring round my seventieth year. 
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TO DB. APTHOBF. 

My deak Brother, — Aimtlier letter from my Sister, 
you will say, and perhaps be surpriz'd at reteivin<r it so 
soon, but I was so truly gratifvM by the ])Ieasin<j^ informa- 
tion yours contaiuM, of your being all well iuui ]ia[)py, that 
I determin'd to a( kTio\vle(l<;e it by the very eariiebt oppoi- 
tuuity. The corri'spoudtMu e I have so lately rcnew'd I am 
determiu'd shall not be dropp'd on my side, while I am 
able to dictate, as I have two daughters, either of "whom 
are ready to write for me. You have a number able, and 
I will suppose quite willino^ to ohhj^e uie ni return. My 
lite, tlio' as comfortiil)le as 1 eould expect it to be, admits 
of but little variety. You cannot inuigine how delighted I 
am ■with accounts of the few friends I have at a distance. 
I have nothing now to inform you c»f. The whole conver- 
sation here is about lUionaparte and the invasion of Eng^ 
land, which we flatter ourselvea tho' lie may attempt, he 
will never be able to accomplish. 

1 hope your situation renders you secure even from any 
fears upon the subject. We remain in the enjoyment of 
health, peace and plenty, and the Town o£ Boston is so 
grown you would scarce know it for your native place; 
almost eveiy spot of land is covered with brick buildings, 
and the paved streets and hackney coaches make us veiy 
noisy. The old mansion house in State Street is converted 
into a Bank, the outside handsomely ornamented. A large 
and elegant State house is built near the Common, both the 
building and situation are the admiration of strangers. 
The old Town house, neatly fitted up and divided into 
Shops and Stores, where [are] aU the varieties of Manufao- 
tures from different parts of the world, to draw the atten- 
tion of the Young and the gay. We have a spacious Alms 
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house, built at New Boston, which you will recollect by the 
name of Barton's point, the old Alms house taken down, 
and a number of handsome houses placed upon the land. 
The Common still remains free, and we hope always will, 
as we really begin to be crowded. The three Churches 
remain as they were ; several new Meeting houses are just 
completed at the North End. On the Spot where [stood] 
old Dr. Eliott's store, his son, a vety worthy Man, supplies 
his place. I have given you a description of things hoe. 
Our families are as when I wrote last. Your letter gives 
me a most ehaming ide. of yoon, eve.7 <me that !». 
the pleasure of knowing them witit whom we have been 
acquainted, give us most pleasing accounts of the eoonomy 
and government of it. Our old friend Mr. H. Lloyd of 
respectable Memoty, once said, in describing it to me^ the 
happy chearfulness that reign'd throughout made him feel 
when visiting yon as if he was in Paradise. Your good 
Lady must not charge me with ilatteiy. I only r^ieat 
what I have heard others say. I hope she enjoys health, 
and that her little daughter will be spar*d to be long a 
comfort to her. The delicate little painting of Menelaus 
and Paris we were much pleas'd with. 

My eldest granddaughter Susan B. has made some 
attempts, under her mother's inspection. If she is not too 
diffident^ I shall prevail on her to give me some trifle to 
endose. Her Cousins must consider it as the production 
of a Child. She is untaught, but I wish to return some- 
thing to show how much I admire the perCormanoe and 
attentmn of my Niece. 

From my Sister's pen I cannot expect to be favor'd, as 
she must have many Avocations, but when either of my 
Nieces have leisure to let me know how you all are, they 
will gmtif y me by a few lines. My rincerest love, &c. &c. 
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TO MBS. VRSELWBIOHT. 

[1804.] 

Mt pbab Niece, — It gives me pleasure by your let- 
ten and every otlior account, to find how very pleasing 
your situatitni In life is. The kind attentions of a good 
Husband and the dutifiil affection of such Children to a 
person of your domestic turn must be a source of the 
greatest happiness and comfort. Your precautioti in leav- 
ing a letter prepar*d lest a vessel slioidd sail before your 
return from your excursion is a trait of Character so con- 
genial with my own that I cannot but admire it. I am 
now writing the 10th of October^ tho' uncertain when an 
opportunity may offer, as niy time of life and state of 
health does not admit any delay, and it has always been a 
rule widi me never to burden to^norrow with more than its 
necessary business. 

Our little folks are in the country, about seven miles 
*{rom town, and as the weather in general has been cool 
and pleasant, 1 have often visited them. We go over the 
Neck, and return by W. B. bridge, which makes the whole 
ride twelve miles. The variety of the country is beautiful, 
the roads are good, and the exercise I believe has in a grait 
measure contributed to ^ep me as well as I am. My 
daughter S., who has veiy delicate health, has passed two 
months in M. in Connecticut, about 120 miles from B. To 
me it appears as a great distance, but as tibere are regular 
stages, and we have it in our power to exchange letters 
twice a week, and hope her health may be benefitted, I 
reconcOe myself to the separation. Our summer has been 
healthy and fruitful, you may judge how much so when I 
assure you the common market price of very fine peaches 
has been nine pence the \ peck; all other fruits and variety 
of vegetables, each excellent of theur kind, have been sold 



Digitized by Gopgle 



MADAM SULFINCH'S LMTXMMS 



1&& 



equally low. The poorest peo{de among us get thdr full 
proportion o£ each. This is the season of plenty, and the 
Markets tempt ua to be profuse in our entertainments. 
Indeed I may say, peace and plenty still remain in our 
borders. 

We have melancholy accounts of storms in different parts 
of the Continent, and just now we have a tremendous 
one hero. It commene'd yesterday morning, and now, at 
12 o'clk, it seems to be abating. Steeples of churches ore 
blown off to a considerable distance, large trees torn up by 
the roots, of wUch we have a specimen in our own garden. 
We have one at least nine inches in diameter, and supposed 
fifty feet in length, lying prostrate, and one fine large 
weeping willow, not finding room eno' to spread itself on 
the ground, has fallen against the house, but done no other 
damage than breaking a few windows. (The trunk of this 
tree measures at least five feet diameter.) I have reaeh*d 
my seventieUi year and do not recollect any storm equal 
to the prMent. I mention, my dear Niece, these Utile 
domestic occurrences, as it seems to bring us together. . . • 

TO DR. AFTHOBP. 

[Not. ISOI] 

Mt bbab Bbothbb, — I was much gratified by the 
pleasing accounts of your healtih and situation, oontain'd 
in your last letter, and of the agreeable plan of a garden 
then in Contemplation, and I hope by this time executed. 
I suppose gardens with you aro pleasuro grounds, laid out 
for walking. I wish you may long enjoy the Air and 
exercise it will afford you. 

For want of a bett« subject, and as you seem'd plras'd 
with my description of Boston, I will endeavor to ^ve 
yon some idea of the additions to it. As our d«ir little 
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Ciiildren have pass'd the stunmer in the oonntiy, I hare 
had frequent opportunities of noticiag the impiovements 
making in different directions; so many houses have been 
built upon the Neck, and the Middle well paved, it has 
now more the appearance of town than country. The 
remaining hmds are judiciously laid out for handsome 
streets and house lots, which are sold upon condition the 
purchasers build within three years from the time of sale. 
Dorchester point and heights are annexed to the Town by 
a hite act of the legislature, a bridge uniting them is nearly 
completed. It is to be called South Boston, and will afford 
many delightful situations, c<HninandiDg an extensive pros- 
pect, and will also be an accommodation to men of business. 
You undoubtedly know from the North we have a bridge 
leading to Gharlestown, which is a well settled town. A 
State prison, or penitentiary house, is now erecting there, 
of large hammer'd Stone. It is divided into soHtsiy cells, 
lighted by small apertnies in the wall, each cell just large 
eno' to contain a Bed, a small table and diair. I have 
been in one of them, and suppose a few hours in die day a 
peison might read in them. The door is of Iron, and 
fastens upon the outside with a strong bolt. The convicts 
are to be conducted hy their keepw to the work shop 
nearly opposite the prison, where they are to he fully 
employed through the day and return to the cell at night. 
What a mehmcholy reflection that human Nature should 
require such restraints, but it is a fact that one of the 
Labourers employed upon the building was convicted of 
an attempt to forge a lottery-ticket that had drawn the 
highest prize. Forging, with us, is not a capital crime, 
therefore it is probable he will be the first person eonfin'd 
within its dreary walls, there leisurely to reflect upon his 
own folly. 
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At West B. the improvemetits have been very rapid. 
From the point irhera the old pest-house stood to Mr. 
Inman's farm a very handsome bridge has been built, 

which brings the Colleges within four miles of ns. There 
are many new biuldiugs in Cambridge. They are erecting 
a new CoUege/ the Students are so numerous as to make it 
necessary. There are more than two hundred in number. 
Tlie government of the College is very respectable, but it 
has lately met with a grejit loss in the death of President 
^V lllal•(I, who was exactly calculated to fill that important 
place, a man of great learning and piety, and of such 
sweetness of temper as to concdiate tlie ailectious of the 
Young persons under his care. In the Lihrary room are 
fourteen tiiourt^iiiil Mjlumes, well chosen an<l liandsoniely 
bound ; a Librarian constiiutly attends to show them to 
strangers. The philosophical room and museum are well 
supplied. It will «^iYe you ])leasure to know the Church ' is 
in good repair anci 02)en ] upon the Sunday a very worthy 
young Gentleman officiates as a reader. He is not yet in 
orders. The congregation is not large, but they are re* 
spectable people. 

The nuitii of ()cto})er completed my seventieth year, Tn 
so \ou<jr a life there is much of sin, much of folly, to he 
lamented. I wish i could look forward to the last hour 
with the serenity that you seem to do; tho' I have nut 
attained that yet, I do liope that Mercy will finally tnimiph 
over justice, and that we may be pennitted to meet hei*e- 
after in the remons of Bliss and Tmmortalitv. As the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much, 
I wish to be remembered in yours. . . . 

> Stonglitoa Hall. > Chiiit Chunh. 



Digrtized by Google 



ISe CHARLES BULFINCH, ARCHITECT 



TO HEE NIECES. 

My dear Young Ladies, — I suppose that you are so 
perfectly united, that a few linee address'd to both will 
be quite as agreeable as separate letters. I am to tlmtik 
you, my dear Sarah Ann, for your beautiful Sketch of the 
outside of your Uncle's house, and the minute and yetj 
acceptable description of the Interior. It makes me more 
acquainted with the situation than any account I have ever 
received. I should like, under your guidance, to walk from 
room to room, and to sit down for a short time in tlie one 
appropriated to writmg and dmwing, there to admire our 
young couan's productions. I contemplate the view of tJie 
bouse and gardens with muck pleasure, and feel obliged to 
your Manm for the kind thought, and extremely so to your^ 
self for your ready acquiescence. . . • 

You, my dear Henrietta, wiU accept my thanks for the 
beautiful shell. Your cousin Susan intends copying it. 
She is so abash'd when she hears the compliments paid to 
her rose4>ud, and does not seem, since she has seen your 
productions, disposed to favour me with any more of hers. 
I have still so great a partiality for young people that I wish 
to be acquainted with every one of your £uuily cirde. 
Girls with us are very scarce. Among all my Grandchildren 
I have but two, and I find myself disposed to love them 
almost too wdl. 

TO DR. APTHOBP. 

Mt dbab Bbothbr, — ... I was prevaiFd on, the last 
winter, to be present at an ordination, the first thing of 
the kind I had ever seen. Mr. B. [Buckminster] was the 
person ordain'd for the ministry, a young Gentleman that, 
like yourself, seem'd bom for that profesrion and will, 
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without doubt, prove an ornament to it. His time of life 
under twenty, and a most pleasing countenance, interested 
every one in his favour. The ezerdses of the day were 
conducted with great solemnity, the sermon preach'd by 
his Father, idio is venerated for his piety and admir'd for 
his talents. I should have observ*d, it was at the church 
in Brattle Sqxiare, of which the celebrated Dr. Cooper was 
minister when you was here. It has been rebuilt since that 
tame and accommodates a very respectable and numerous 
congr^[ation. We were invited to pass the Afternoon at 
Deacon Storer's, who is connected with my family by the 
marriage of his Son with my dau^i^hter. The good old 
Gentleman highly enjoyed the day, and the company of the 
two Mr. Buchminsters, who pass'd an hour with us in the 
evening, greatly added to the pleasure of the party. 

TO DB. AFTHOKP. 

[Sprinpr ISOe.] 

My ever deak Bbotheb, — Having just heard the 
Galen is to sail immediately, I cannot forbear acknowledg- 
ing your very good letter. . . . Your extract from Bisliop 
Patiidc I have frequently read, and hope to make it my 
own, but I think it must be an exalted degree of Piety that 
will enable us to overcome the fear of Death and our appre- 
hensions of idiat tiie ftiture state of existence may be. 

When I last [wrote] you I little expected to have intro- 
dnc*d the young Clergyman to your notice. His early and 
close application to study has so much impaired (I hope not 
destroy 'd) his health as to demand immediate attention. 
His case does not require medical aid so much as total 
relaxation from paroclmil duties. He has a lai^ congrega> 
tion who have kindly allow'd him a year's absence, in hopes 
that the voyage, and journeys he may be enabled to take, 
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will restore his health. Ue bears a most excellent Character 
and is celebrated as a young man of the first talents for his 
profession. I have not much personal acquaintance with 
him, but as he call'd upon me aiul earnestl}' requested a 
letter to my Reverend Brother, I thought I could not re- 
fuse him an introduction to your amiable and charming 
family. If he shouhl be long enough in Cambridge, and 
it is consistent with your feelings to admit him to one of 
those deli<;'htful family meetings you describe^ it will be 
the utmost I can expect or desire. I hope any civilities 
you may kindly show him will not give trouble to my good 
Sister or any of your family. I would just hint to the 
younger Ladies to take care of their hearts, as it is much 
the fashion to be in love with him here. You know in 
this Country we have a great partiality for the Gentlemen 
of the Gkrgy, and particularly for one so young and so 
interesting. . . . 

I have had a very sick winter and been unable to go to 
Church or visit my Children for four months past, but as 
the Spring is coming on I think the genial warmth of ^e 
Sun will again invigorate my old limbs, and permit me to 
enjoy ihe many comforts I have still remaining. 

. . . My Son is much engaged in ))uhlic business hat 
contrives to see me every day. He usually calls about one 
o*clk with my Son, Mr. Storer, and when my third Son, Mr. 
C. is at home, we settle the affairs of the Nation, and feel 
ourselves quite politicians ; However at least we are cheaifnl 
together, and it is the principal variety I have. 

TO MB. THOMAS APTHOBP. 

[SoaiiiMr m mtmtn, 1806^] 
Mt d&ab Bbotheb, — The readiness with which I ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your unexpected, tho* highly 
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valued favour ot the Ist March, which was handed me late 
in June, will doubtless convince you of the pleasure it 
afforded me. The style is expressive of good healtli, and 
as much happiness as we any of us have a right to expect 
in our present state of existence. My situation and do- 
mestic affairs you seem to be acquainted with through our 
Brother, Dr. Af^cwp. • . • 

There have been what is generally call'd very great im- 
provements in the town, but to me who love quiet, the 
numbers of avenuM to the town and the streets within it, 
have made it so noisy, and particularly the west end of it, 
timt it has lost its greatest charm. The buildings are con- 
tinu'd so far lliat yuu must ride many miles before you can 
arrive at the country in any direction. We still have the 
Common and Mall, near which is a very superb State house 
and several elegant bride dwelliug houses, so situated as to 
have a commanding view of that ddig^itfnl spot, where ihe 
variety of trees, grass and distant view of ilie water, each 
contributes to the beauty of the whole, and the dear little 
Children waHdng In the Mall and cows feeding on the 
grass, animate and give an interest to the observer. You 
mention Major B.'s family. When you &voar me again 
with a continuatum of oar Correspondence I should like to 
have an account of both his and Mr. L.'s families. I wish 
to know who are taken and who are left. I still remember 
them with grateful Affection. We road your letter in the 
(lining parlour and t'olt particularly ac(piainted with tlie 
Pouijotihy family, from having a tinted engraving of tht' 
dwelling of those Ladies who wijit'ly preferred the society 
of each other in tlieir romantic spot, to the more brilHant 
prospects that no (loul)t were ott'er'd them. We read their 
history the last 8uniuier, but did aut then suajiect how 
nearly we were uuuuected. The pleasing idea you gave us 
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of your amiable companion makes ns feel an interest in all 

her connections. 

JNow, my dear Brother, I will attempt to pve yon some 
account, but by no means a description, of the most stiipen- 
doiLH sight we poor mortals are alluwM to see, a total eclipse 
of the Sun, which took place tlie Kith of June, more appar- 
ent to U8, the inhal)itant8 oi' Boston, than those of any 
otlier part of the Globe. It wius progressing an hour, 
during which we watch*d it with Smoak'd glasses. Total 
darkness, three mintutes and a half, when many stars were 
perfectly brilliant, particularly in the West. It was truly 
sublime and magnificent, notwithstanding the chill, which 
oquall'd that of night. Myself and children assembled 
in the yard, as we wish'd to observe it in every stage of 
its progress, which we could with common window glaas^ 
smoak'd in different degrees. My little Grandchildren 
were at their Aunt Storer's, of whom they are very fond, 
each accommodated with a glass, their countenances quite 
phOoeophic, their minds fully engagM, and their noses par- 
taJdng of the smoak in contact with them. When the 
darkness was evident, but not total, the effect upon Animal 
nature was wonderful. The pigeons precipitately flew to 
their homes, the little birds, of which we have many nests 
in our trees, ceas*d to sing, and the more domestic animals 
compo6*d tliemselves for the night, and when the Glorious 
Luminary again broke forth, with his refulgent brightness, 
they each in their several ways hail'd the return of day 
widi animated joy. Indeed, it was so stupendous a sight, 
it was worth living seventy years to see, and now if I was 
as good as old Simeon I should be apt to say, Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy Servant depart in peace.** I must refer 
you to a paper in the Ninth vol. of the Spectator, giving an 
account of a similar occurrence (90 years past), but instead 
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ol those fears there mention'd^ our sentiments were rever- 
ence, wonder and delight. It is impos.sil>le to begin upon 
any other subject ; therefore I must oonclude with wishing, 
whenever you uud your Amiable Wife are sommon'd from 
your charming residence on Sion's Hill, you may be received 
into the Heavenly Jerusalem, where we hope to see greater 
things than these. 

By a young gentleman of B. we had a calculation of the 
Eclipse heie, published in a pamphlet previous to its appear- 
ance, and it was critically exact, even to a moment of time. 
I shall be happy to forward it to you, if in my power. 
Whenever you or my dear Sister can favour me with a few 
lines, they will be gratefully received by your affectionate 
friend. 

TO KKS. 8A8T AFTHOBP. 

Oot6th»1807. 

Mt dbab Sibtbb, — I had much pleasure by leeeiTiug 
your kind letter by Mr. Buckminster. I fed gratified by 
your coidial leception and repeated attentions to him. He 
expzesses himself highly delighted, and assures me three of 
the pleasantest days of his life were pass'd at Cambridge. 
Of my Brother he speaks with enthuriasm, even his erect 
figure and expressive countenance greatly interested him, 
and much more the chearf ul piety of his heart and the valr 
uable acquirements of his mind. He address'd himself to 
me, saying he is <is upright as yourself. Madam,*' I feel 
pleas'd with any resemblance, and wish in every respect I 
were more similar to him. If, without giving you trouble, 
a profile of that countenance, with one of your own, could 
be endos'd me in a lettv, I should highly value the favour, 
but would by no means request anything which could be 
productive of inconvenience to yoursdf or either of the 
Young Ladies, to one of whom I must undoubtedly be 
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oblig'd for it. I mean iuily a white shade, taken by candle 
li<;ht oil the wall. Perhups I ouglit to say with us they are 
done with ease. My eldest daughter lias a taste for paint- 
ing and (hawing and has oblig'd many uf our trieudsj in 
this way. She has re(hic'd profiles of her Father, whose 
features were lielovM. but whom we never could prevail on 
to sit lor a })i( tiue while living. I seldom tiike the liberty 
of introducing Strangers to my friends at a distance, fear- 
ing it will give them trouble, but in tins nistance 1 cannot 
regret it. The Young Gentleuien are in raptures. (Mr. 
Thacher 1 know only by name.) 

TO WSS APTROBP. 

I thank you, mv dear Niece, for so obligingly eontniuing 
your Mama's letter. Her aniniat-ed description of the splen- 
did day made me a partaker in the gay scenes. It must 
have been donbly pleasing to my young friends that their 
arrival at the w'at of Science and Literature was at a time 
of Huch general hilarity, in addition to the tranquil enjoy- 
ments of your family circle. With l)otlt the jniblic and 
private scenes Mr. H. expresses the utmost deliglit, but 
more particularly dwells on the Sacred Music, wliich ele- 
vates the mind as it delights the sense. . . . 

The enclos'd butterfly I send, not as an elegant painting, 
but Ui show the size aud briiliancj. It is au exact copy 
from nature. 

TO VSU APSBOVB, 

[1807-8.] 

My dear Brother, — ... Our President has thought 
fit to lay an embargo upon all vessels outward bound. All 
who are dispos'd to come in with good cargoes and return 
in ballast we suppose may be well receiv'd, tho' it is generally 
allowed we are so well supplied with all foreign articles that 
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we cannot feel any inconvenience from this measure for 
many years, tho' upon subject, like all political ones, 
opinioiis vary and parties are atrong on both aides. . . . 

S.B. 

TO I>H. AND MBS. APXBOKP. 

[1806.] 

My dear 6both£& and Sibteb, — Excuse my address- 
ing you both upon one sheet, as my Nephew C. W. A. has 
called to inform me he shall depart immediately for New 
York to take passage in the packet for England ; pressing 
buflineas obGges him to leave his family for some time, and 
our embargo prevents sailing from hence. ... I hope it 
will not be long before a free communicatitm will be again 
alioVd between 6. R. and U. S. In the course of the 
next year the period for choosing a President of tlic Union 
\\t11 return. Whether Mr. J., who now declines being con- 
aider'd a Candidate, will change his mind, (not improbable) 
or a new one, be elected to the important office, we cannot 
decide, but our hopes are in favour of one not actuated by 
the same partialities and prejudices. If the moderation of 
your GKivemment should continue and our riders duly appre- 
ciate the blessings of peace, all may yet be well. We trust 
an over ruling Providence that looks through the affairs of 
men will still continue that blessing to us. 
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BOMB Ura AHD AHXISnEB 

1806-1816 

The Way to Heaven is set with Briars and Thorns ; and tbejr, who arrive 
at the Kingdom, travel over craggy Rocks and comfortleM Deterta. 

TtaOMAB X KBMm. 

It is near this time that we bej^iii, tlir<>u<;h the recollec- 
tions of Charles Bulfinch's children of their early home, to 
catch some glimpses of what passed there from a still closer 
point of view. 

In this way we learn of the faithful servant woman, 
quite a character in her way, '* Ma'am Pollard," and her 
daughter and assistant, Eliza ; of the great cat, named Slug, 
that the boys petted and teased ; and of the four silver cups 
from which all the family drank at tahle. In later life tlie 
older children could easily recall the Sunday visits to their 
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gmndmotber in Bowdoin Squate, when they were expected, 
▼eiy much to tfa^ dread and confusion, to repeat a hymn 
to her. 

But there were alao more cheerful recoUectionB, of stop- 
ping to call on the old lady after school and getting a piece 
of cake; of playing, too, in the large old garden, where stood 
the famous great pear-tree, the finest the neighborhood 
could boast, and reminding one more of some huge maple. 
Here, too, w»e lilies of die valley, and roses, of which the 
grandmodier writes, with many other flowers, and borders 
of the ftagtant box. 

One of the older sons, my Uncle Francis, has told of 
going with his father' in a carriage, accompanied by Bishop 
Chevearus, on the occanon of a school vintation, and also 
of his spending some time, when a lad, in writing ballots for 
the voters to use on election day. 

Another of the stories takes us back into the midst 
of the &nuly of schoolboys, and shows us the naughty 
Thomas resisting his mother's entreaties, commands, and 
finally coercion, until his sister Susan has to come to the 
rescue and the united strengtii of both is required to masp 
tor the culprit. We can easily picture to ourselves the 
sturdy boy, rosy-cheeked and black-eyed, the very image of 
defiance ; but to those who remember the (li*;nifit il presence, 
the sweet urbanity, of the author of the Age of Fable/' it 
seems very amusing. 

One of the children — and it was very likely Thomas, too 
— composed these lines, on the modd of Draw tiie Sword, 
Scotland," that light up the scene for us, and sound as if 
boys could be clamorous even in those dignified days : — 

'•Cuiiio in t<i (liniirr, dinner, rlinnor, 
Up from the kitc-lieii has pass'd the ruost meat. 
£Ii»v culling, calling, calling. 
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Yiha heeds noi her call will have noUung to eat. 
The poUloee are peeliag, peelia^. peelingr. 

The potatoes are peeling, and nearly are done. 

The pat is a squfalinp, squealing, wjuealin^, 

Fur sotiielKMiy 's trotlden her long tail upon. 

Come in to dinner, dbmeir, dinner 

Eai w ye 've eaten iu days lang syue. 

Bring np the pmMiiii,', the )»iul(]iiig, the pudding; 

The ineat we have ate, and it was very fine." 

Several of the boys went to Exeter Academy. Thomas, 
and most probably George, wore fitted for college there. 
Tlie anecdotes of their youth are all too tew. No doubt, 
if the elder sister had lived to tell her stories of those days 
to another generation of chiidreu^ we sliould have kuo\m 
much more. 

For the fullest account of the family life we arc indebted 
to the grandmother 8 letters, to which we turn again. 

TO FBAMCES AFTHORP. 

[July, 1809.] 

Mt dear Niece, — I believe I am to acknowledge the 
lec^t of two letters from joo, but as it is long since I 
have midertaken to write myaelf, and dictating has become 
almost as inconvenient to yon will ezcuae my not noti- 
dng them separately. It is a great pleasure to me to hear 
from you, and oeciisionally be infonn'd of the situation of 
my dear Brother's family. I must request of you to con- 
tinue your kind (attention, and to favour me with frequent 
aoeounts of your family circle with you, and of your con- 
nections at a distance. 

Last Sunday, I was present at the baptism of a little 
stranger, my daughter B.'s tenth s^m. It is a charming 
infant, about three wocl<s old, and that day received the 
name of Stephen Greenleaf, for her venerable Grandfather, 
to whose pious and unwearied cares she is indebted for such 
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piindpleB and education as have qualified her for anj rank 
in society, and will, we feel assur'd, be conduoiTe to her 
future as well as present happbess. That the dear Infant 
may with the name inherit the virtues of his ancestor, is my 
dearest wish. The mention of this good old Gentleman, 
who lived to the age of ninety, leminds me of a viait I had 
last week from Miss H., now in her ninety-fifth year. She 
inquired very particularly about your family, and her niece 
Miss F. Hutchinson, by which title she still calls her. 
She ezpress'd a great wish to reomve a letter from her. 
Tell your good Fathw she had walked from School street, 
appeared in perfect health, and qpoke of him with great 
respect and affection. This will be handed you by Mr. T. 
A., who sails for Ireland and means to visit Engknd before 
his return to A., and it will probably be long before you 
receive it, but as it is the only opportunity for writing that 
offers at preset, I think best to avail myself of it. To 
your venerable Father, your excellent Mother, your Brother, 
Sisters and their dear little children, I will thank you to 
offer the suitable remembrances, as thro' you, my dear 
Niece, I wish to be considerM as writing to each of them. 
I expect my little children to come in directly for a part of 
Orandmama's treat. I should admire to have your Nieces 
and Nephews to partake a few strawberries with them. I 
am the universal Grandmama of aU my young acquaint- 
ances, and delight to contribute to their pleasures, convinced 
that though life abounds with sources of enjoyment, the 
8ea«m for imptovbg them » tBoment, and shonM not b. 
ungratefully neglected. In kind regards to absent friends 
I always wish to include Mrs. W. and her fimily. Mr. 
W.'s widow sistrar is a near ndghbour of ours. She is an 
amiable woman, and by her exertions has supported her 
fiunily very respectably. 
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I hope my Biother T.'s little darling is still li^Hng, m I 
ihiuk he must be a great pleasure to his parents. To them 
I would offer mj most affectioDate remembrances, and if he 
had a leisure moment to write me it would give me pleasure 
to hear from him. 

There are two new houses for public worship erecting in 
Boston^ one superintended by my Son. He has given the 
proprietors a Gothic phui» wishing to introduce something 
new among us. It is generally approv*d» and particularly 
appropriate to the Saintly devotion of the preaoher for 
whose oongr^ation it is designed. The other will be very 
large and stands at the head of the Mall, where your Father 
may recollect the old Grranary was placed. It is intended 
for a new society, and we hope will be well fiU'd. 

With many thanks, my dear Niece, for your acceptable 
letters, and every wish for your happiness, I am with great 
esteem yours affectionately. 

[Spring, iBia] 

My dbak Bbothbb axd SifiTBS, — . . . Our Gentle- 
men who make politicks their subject, look serious, and at 
times impart their gloom to me, but I do not suffer it to 
remain, as I am fully oonvinc'd that all events are controul*d 
by Infinite wisdom and mercy, and look through every 
cloud to the dawn and splendour of a brighter day. The 
subjeet of politicks has been amply discussed by our best 
writers. Mr. Ames, a membw of Congress, whose early 
death was deeply lamented, has feelingly warn'd his Coun- 
try of the evils that might be apprehended. His works 
since his death are collected and published in one volume 
octavo, and a slight sketch of bis character, as just as it is 
elegant, makes the book interesting to his friends, as well 
as calculated to be useful to mere indifferent reados. A 
late pamphlet by Walsh speaks so justly, we think, of your 
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eountfy that I oouU wish yoa to hear it read, and if possi- 
ble to procure one I shall do myself the pleasure to send 
yon by this opportunity a sermon preaeh'd last Thursday 
(our Annual Fast day) by Mr. Ghanning, the truly pious 
and excellent young Minister I mentioned iii my last, who 
as Goldsmith expresses it " like a lofty Mountain stands on 
Earth, but whose aspiring Mind is elevated to Ilefiven." 

lie is settled at the Gothic Church (in the dissentinjif 
lint ) tluit was begun when I wrote you last. We were so 
very kindly retpiested to be present at tlie Dedication ot" it, 
and had so excellent a pt w rescrv'd for onr accommodation, 
that even I was indue d to ^t•ntnr(^ tho' the Season was 
winter, and I am usually sfcitiunary during that time. We 
get numy new publications here. As I have much leisure I 
devote niy morning to serious reading, beginning with the 
scriptures, always most interesting ; the latter part of the 
day niy daugliters are usually with me and we entertain 
(Mirselves with the most appiov'd new and popular produc- 
ti«jns. I often wish yourselves and my dear Nieces were 
with us. We have read Cielehs with pleasure; the char- 
acters of the Stanley family are admirable, and many of the 
remarks do greiit credit to the mind and pen of Mrs. Moore. 
It has not been altogether a popidar work here. / The mix- 
ture ot" r(?ligious (lis( ussions and family narrative seldom 
accord to form an agi'eeahle work, hut the motives of tlie 
writer always prejudice us in favour of her eoinpositioii-,. 
We have a periodical review publish'd here called the 
Anthology, sometimes severe, but not equal to the Kdin- 
burg, wliieli we occasionally read. We have two news- 
papers, ])ruite<l every week-dnv. Thev are in opposition to 
each other, and as both ])arties aim mni. at victory than 
conviction, they are usually hll'd with abuses of our rulers 
aud of each other. . . . 
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My little girl that I have often mentioned to you is 
twelve years old ; she has a delicate ecniBtitution and com- 
pleiion, 18 educating under able mastersy and making very 
good imprOTement. 

In addition to the useful branches of reading, writing, 
grammar, geography and Arithmetic she takes lessons in 
Musio and is sufficiently oompleat in dancbg. If her life 
is spared, I think she will be a great comfort to my later 
years. 

An old respected friend of onrs has lately died, whom 
your good Father may remember, Br. lioyd. He had 
attained his ei^ty^econd year, and was a much esteemed 
praetising phyndan till wilJiin six months of his deatii. 
His danghter, Mrs. Borland, a widow lady and with five 
Ohildzen, lived with him and paid him, till the last^ every 
attention that duty and affection could dictate. The un- 
remitted cares and attentions of his Grrand children was his 
fifcvorite subject, and they are now consoFd by the recollec- 
tion. Miss H. has arrived at Ninety four. The last time 
we saw her she desir'd to be very partaeolarly remember'd 
to your family, and her Niece Miss H. Farewell, my dear 
friends. 

TO DB. AITHOltP. 

[inc.] 

... I should not have address'd you again so immedi- 
. ately, but to introduce to your friendly notice Mr. Francis 
Parkman, an amiable Young Gentieman of moet req»eo- 
table Connections, in very affluent drcumstanees, which 
enables tiiem to be «Etensivdy useful, their own worthiness 
of Character and benevolent dispoutions aiding the means 
which have been so liberally imparted to them. They are 
our near Neigbbours, and upon his calling to take leave I 
thought I could not refuse him a few lines of introdttcti<m 
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to yon. ... lie is very young and intendB passing two or 
diree years al)r()uil before he enters ou the duties of his 
profession. He has been a student in D. lor some years 
past. The Episcopal churches do not increase with us, tho' 
I have the pleasure to say myself and all my connections 
are in that line. 

The Trinity, the Chapel and Christ church are still open 
and have sensible men at their head. About a year since 
a very worthy man was settled as Colleague with Mr. f^cee- 
man at the Chapel. . . . 

Since witting the above I learn that Mr. P. has a eom- 
paniony Mr. H., a respectable young Gentleman of tiie same 
pursuits^ but not personally known to me. 

TO DB. AFraOBP. 

[Oololiw» I8ia] 

Mt dear Bbotheb akd Sister, — I am to thank yon 
for your kind and particularly acceptable letters, by BIr. A. 
I had been impatiently waiting for some account from 
yourselves, as we had heard of my dear Brother's fall, and 
illness in consequence witiiout the relief of knowing that 
he had, in any degree, reoover'd from it. For this blessing 
I join with your dear Children in grateful acknowledge- 
ments to that Power tiiat has so long continu'd to us his 
valued life. My own health is tolerable considering I have 
just completed my seventysixth year. I pass my time 
much as I have formerly acquainted you. The Morning 
of each day I devote to serious reading, and the afternoons 
to lighter subjects, which do not always prove so entertain-: 
ing. We have lately read those works you mention, except 
Clark's Travels, which have not yet reach*d this country. 
I shall probably be among the first to see them whenever 
they arrive, as my love for reading, which is my prindr 
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pill amuseuieiit, induces my Children and friends to pro- 
cure every work for me that is luuih appiov'd. Mr. 
Purkmau, whom 1 took the lil)erty to ijiiin luco to voii, 
liuii wrutv liis Mother so pleasing an aecoiuit. of your kind 
reception oi liiui, and the serene chearfulness that a))])ears 
iii yonr i'uniily, it has renew'd the wish I have 8o ot"t«'n 
exprtWd that we could occasionally meet. He speaks of 
the evening^ |>aHs'd with you a& the must agrccaiiie oue 
since he left home 

The nunibir ui luiildingrs have so increiis'd with us as 
to liave nearly tiU'd all the vacant land that you, my dear 
Jirutlier, no doubt remember. They are now actually 
engag'd in levelling Beacon hill, which, as it was a natnial 
beautv in tlie town, and aiiordcd a verv connuandiu"; view 
of tiie ailjacent eountiy. we, wliose partiality for things 
formerly admir d are .still strong, cannot bnt reL,aet. The 
advocates for continual changer* say that our new and 
elo<^Hnt State house, situated near the hill, en.ables every 
on«' w ho \vishe8 it to enjoy the sjime prospect. My Son is 
now iniploving his An-hiteetural powei-s in planning and 
superintending a new Court house. It is buih upon the 
same land the old one occupied. You may reeolleet It was 
in Queen Street. It is to be built ot lu wn stone and will 
be very ornamentid to that part of the town. He has 
seven eliildren ; the eldest Son i> in a hardware store, the 
second i'nt<'r'ii college thi.s year. He is intended for one 
of the leanu'd ]»rofessions ; he is a very fine hoy, and I 
hope will he <'minent in whatever he may undertake. I 
wish vou, mv dear Sister, in vour next letter, frankly to 
say whether the introduction of those Gentlemen l>y whom 
1 have written, lias been an\ inconvenience to you. 1 will 
not hy any means rej)eat a thing which can be Hkely to 
give you the slightest trouble. To yourselves &c. my 
affections &c. 
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TO DB. AfTHOBP. 

July la*", 1811. 

My evkk drak Brothbb, — It u impossible for me to 
esi^x&a» the pleasure it gives me to receive a letter from 
yoo. Your last was particularly grateful, because it gave 
me so full an account of the situation of yourself and your 
amiable family. Your iniprovM state of health and perfect 
composure of mind are real and substantial blessings, whicb 
I join with your family in rejoicing you receive. Your 
number of Grandchildren exceed mine. I have ten in all, 
healthy, promising, fine children. I have many conifurts, 
which I am sensible of and I hope grateful for. The 
greatest pleasure I have is in reading. Mr. 0. has a pretfy 
Ubraty, and is continually adding to it. I generally get 
the cutting of the new books and the first reading ; have 
hitely read MacKnight upon the Apostolical Episdes with 
great pleasure and satiafaGtion. He comes the neatest to 
my ideas of the Character and Mission of our Saviour of 
any one whose books I have read. Some deny his pre> 
existence, smne his Divinity, and othm his free agency. 
M. seems to me pretty clearly to unite and prove them all. 
I have entertain'd myself with the old poems of Dante. 
Tho' partly visionary, I have been pleas'd with them. His 
Inferno is full of fable and horror. I was most delighted 
with the Purgatorio, some lines of which I thought very 
beautiful. I have also been amus'd by reading the Sara- 
cen, translated from the French. There are some most 
excellent characters in it; those of the Saiaceo himself and 
the Archbishop of Tours are admirably well drawn. We 
have two quarterly reviews, one edited by Walsh, whose 
political writings perhaps you have seen, the other the 
Portfolio. They furnish us with new topics of conversar 
tion. We get the Edinburgh Review and almost every 
new publication. 
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My eyes hold out pretty well, tho' I have used them very 
much. I still sini to read and work, with glasses, nearly as 
well as ever. The anniversary of American Independence 
has been lately celebrated with great spleudour by both 
parties, for unhappily we are much divided, long procea- 
ftioiis aud uiihtary escorts displaying the extent of both. 

You know I generally ^ve you some little account of 
town affairs. Old Beacon bill is taking down to fill up the 
Mill pond ; as every foot of ground has become so valuable 
the owners of the Hill, who are the heirs of Gov. Hancock, 
did not incline to lose the opportunity of making it useful, 
and have preferred interest to elegance, not a very new 
thing. I believe I mention'd to you we are building a new 
Court house. It is of white stone, and will be very hand- 
some when completed, planned aud superintended by my 
Son. The house I have now resided in for fifty years has 
lately been put in complete repair ; it has all the Gardens 
and lauds it ever had, which is now, I assure you, rather 
an octraordinary thing. I walk in it, and contemplate the 
moss-rose and other flowers with the utmost delight, my 
extreme love for them not having abated in the least de^ 
gree. 

We have lately been watching a bird's nest that was 
npon a tree near one of the chambers, and admir'd the 
daily progress of its little inhabitants. Our children derive 
much pleasure from such things, and the care of their live 
stock ^ploys their leisure hours between schools. Believe 
me, my dear Brother, tho' so great a distimoe separates us, 
I ain :ii my miud VMSsbi with you; I enjoy your domestic 
circle, and even your excursion in your Bath chair. To 
Mrs. A. and every branch of your affectionate and interest- 
ing family I desire to be most particularly mention'd with 
regard. To yourself may every blessing you so well know 
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how to value and enjoy be long continued u the ardent 
wish of your affectionate SiBter, S. Bulfinch. 

Our non-intereouzee prevents having many opportunitiee 
of conveyuig letters. 

This must lay till one offers, whioh I hope irill he soon, 
as I am told Mrs. Powell, who was Miss Gdidtiiwait, after- 
wards widow of old Dr. Gardner, who, I think you will 
remember, intends soon to visit her friends in England. I 
assure you I take every opportunity that offen, and I hope 
you will be good eno* to do the same. 

TO MISS APTBOBP. 

Mt dbar Noeob, — I have many thanks to offer yon for 
your httt letter, whioh was particularly acceptable^ tho* a 
letter from England I ever esteem among my duef pleas- 
ures. We have paasM the Summer months at a most de- 
lightful Country seat about four miles from Boston. It is 
belonging to Sb. John Apthorp, and was taken by my Son 
G. for an accommodation to my daughter's health while 
some neat repairs were made to our house. I nncerely 
wish you could have seen and admir'd it with me, for to 
see and admire were synonymous terms. The house itself 
is commodious and spacious (not elegant) but the distant 
view of small towns and the delightful one nit Fresh pond, 
on tile bank of which the house and farm are situated, were 
constant subjects of delightful contemplation. The lofty 
forest trees, just suffidentiy shading the water view, the 
piama that allow'd us to walk and enjoy it without fear of 
colds, and the morning scene always brought to my recol- 
lection "These are thy glorious works. Parent of good." 
Our amusements within were reading the Scottish Chiefis," 
Cbrkaon*s pMtraiture of Quakerism, a woric we were all 
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ddighted with, and wished all aeets could unite in acting as 
they profess^ and every new work that was wdl reoom- 

mended. 

To Mr, W. and family 1 wish to l)e kindly remeniberM. 
I hear they have one Son just fitted for the Church. It ig 
a noble profeBsion, and I hope be will be useful and happy 
in it. 

TO DB. AFTUOBP. 

[Near Jan. 1. 1812.] 

My ever DBAS Brothek, — . . . T am at a loss how to 
ad(]r(>H3 you, as my course of life aifordti but httk- variety. 
We have for some months past been visited by a Comet, 
which has been an object of great curiosity to the children. 
1 have myself seen them formerly, and recollect one that 
appeai'M to me more luminous. Perhaps its superior bril- 
liancy mi^lU not be real. 1)ut only owing to the astonish- 
meut suck objects excite in young minds. This that we 
have lately seen, wa^ < Ttsider'd liy tlie learned to occupy a 
greater space in the Heavens than the one I refer to. It 
has occasionM our professors and others to write upon the 
subject, but after all that ( an Ix- said, it appears to me they 
must ratlicr excite OUr admiration of the w(mderful works 
of the Almighty than he comprehended and explain'd by 
the small share of knowledge we at present posse.s8. It 
was visible every evening for some months, and might be 
constantly admired by merely going to the \vin(1ow to ob- 
serve it. I was never aUow'd to omit it, as my little Gntnd- 
son frequency came down from his chamber, saying Oh, 
Grandmama, it never was so bright before ! " Indeed, I 
believe they all made a point of viewing it the last thing 
before they lay down for the night. 

Our political system is pretty much as it has been. We 
have two strong parties, great talk of preparations for War, 
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bat as those ihings frequently end in proelamatioiis and 
wordfli the lovers of peace and old Eng^nd nneerely hope 
this will be of that kind. We have at present great share 
of health, peace and plenty, even of English goods. The 
stores and shops are full and the prices not much rais'd. 
We have many calamities by fire, a late one has been very 
interesting. The Theatre at Richmond in Virginia was, 
the last weel^ burnt to the ground. It was suppos'd to 
)iave taken fire by raising a light behind the scenes. More 
than two hundred persons perish'd, many of them burnt, 
and others in tiieir eagerness to get out trampled upon and 
odierwise injured, by leaping from windows. It is very 
distant from us, but the melandioly sensations it oocasionM 
seem from all accounts to be general through the States. 

. . . The Bishop of Lincoln's new work is very higlily 
spoken of, but we have not yet been able to procure it. As 
soon as we can I shall g^ve it an attentive perusal, but 
agree with you the less severity Christians show to each 
other for difFoent opinions tiie more they prove their 
knowledge of the spirit of their holy rdigion.* . . • 

' The reference in the above letter to the nisho]) of Lincoln's new WOffkmu 
called rnit h\ following letter to Mn. Bulfinch from Dr. ApUiotpb dtttad 
Cambridge, January *<29, 1811: — 

<'I sm now Mftding a lefatatuMi of Calviaian], just ]mblichBd by the Bbhop 
<A Lliic'uin, the Patron of my fRimly. . . . 

"Tlio BishopV Rook fjivps vory priulont ii(h'5pp, but I think it mtlu r fiv. 
severe against Methodiaiu, which, if quite suppressed, would extinguislt uur 
EngUih Religion, whieh ii in » manner emdfled iMiween two tbievH* fiuuiU- 
dotu and formality. In my opinjoo, there is bat one principle wbieb onn pn»> 
M*rvo Ri-lij,'ioii. I iiipmi a true conversion of tlic* li^art to fJod. prf-scribed in 
more than an huiuirvd textA in Scripture. 1 duubt not but you have well ooti- 
ddered this, my dear Sater; it is now my diief object, as I am just entering 
on tfae 79tb year of my age, in pretty good banltb, witb jnat rigbt enoagb for 
common lifr-. Imt nnf able to read. My Children ry.u\ to iiip Bp, Patrick's, 
Bishop Taylor's and Dr. Ilorneek's devotions and writiugs, in which 1 tiod 
great comfort. 1 Imvc settled everything, I hope, for both worldtt; my dear 
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Archdeacon Paley's works have lately been republtsh'd 

here and we have read them with pleasure. . . . 

Major B. and family I often 8{)eak of when Miss SheafTe 
dinef^ with ns, which is frequently the case* She delights 
to go back to those old friends and former scenes. She is 
another old lady who is g^tified to come and pass a day 
with us when it suits herself, and tho' I think you never 
knew her, she was (juite an intimate at Major fi.'s and my 
Brother Thomas's. Farewell. 

TO MISS APTHOBP. 

My drar Niece, — I am always much delighted with 
your descriptive letters. The last ^ve me an account of 
the reception of a new Chaiu cllor. It must have been par- 
ticularly intt i* sting to you from his being one of the Royal 
family, which we snpj»osM added greatly to the splendour 
of the scene. His affabitity and politeness made those 
attentions to him pleasure that else must have been mere 
tribute of respect to his exalted station. We have no pubhc 
breakfasts with us but our Commencements &c. Our Com- 
mencement here bears a strong resemblance to tiie entertain- 
ment you describe. The Crentlemen who graduate generally 

CbiMren are Mtiifled witli the eave I have taken of tbem, and I hope to dia 
oai of dallt and in good humour with every one, as I am apt to m.y. As I 
cnnnot often write I will confiime to fill up this sheet of paper with such things 
tiiiiy expreas my love to you and all my American friends and relations. I 
am glad to hear lo pleaaing an aeooasi of your Son and of tho eiteem in wbieh 
be is held by his fcllow-citiz<'iu«. I think he \\k& chotten a go<xI profession, in n 
new and nourishing Countrj'. In this plncc wo enjoy much magnificence in 
Architecture: a noble College is buildiug in the next field to my own Itouw, so 
as to make an interesting object; the dceomtians lonie eolnioBR, the ]Mttem of 
which was brought from Athens. Two large buildings are finished, but the 
whole will Ik* "f surprizirip i^xtoiif. I bnvn this aiifl (■tlu r ])lrasing recollec- 
tions of your son, who was so good as to buy me some tine Uible« at Paris. 
Give my partiauhw reapeeto and heat widiea for him and other bianohee of 
your own family, whom I haw not the hapipineaa of knowing penonally.** 
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mvite as mray or more than can be accommodated in one 
house. The last year one of my Daughters dined with a 
company of four hundred penons. The gn^ste were invited 
hy two Gentlemen who united in giving the entertainment, 
which was compleat in every thii^^ that could give elegance 
or variety to the table and acconmiodation to the company. 
The ezeiciaee ate from nine till three or four o*dock, after 
which the companies assemble to dine, either in houses 
hired for the purpose or in the open air, if so it may be 
call'd, the tables being set on the grass, an awning above 
to exclude the air and sun, and carpets beyond, in the 
direction from which the wind might be expected to blow. 
After the dinner, die entertainment oftra concludes with 
dancing. You ask if we have Balloons in America. We 
have seen them exhibited in a large open space which we 
call the Common, a beautiful piece of ground of fmrfy-five 
acres, on one side of which is our Mall, a neat and elegant 
walk, opposite which are blocks of superb brick buildings 
whose sitiutiou is truly delightful, overlooking the Com- 
mon and Mall, to the distant view of Boxbuiy and Brook- 
hue^ separated from the Common by Chaiks Riv». Our 
Balloons here are small, but they have often raised in my 
mind a wish to see my distant friends, but that word 
Atlantic always puts a stop to my wishes. I agree widi 
you they are calculated more to amuse tiban benefit the 
world. Dr. Jeffries, you know, ascended in one from some 
part of Fisnce, but die success did not equal his expecta- 
tions, for it is a subject he never inclines to speak upon. 
He is now a respectable practising physician here. 1 have 
express'd my regards for your fimodly and some others to 
my dear Br., but I must request you to offer my affec- 
tionate regards to Mrs. W. and Miss A. Their kind 
letters and remembrances of their Sisters here are as grati- 



Digitized by Google 



180 CHARLES BULPINCU, ARCHITBCT 

l^ uig to me as to those to wliom they are addrpssed. Miss 
A.'s truly exemplary Character iy» meutioa'd with, great 
respect by all who know her. 

TO DB. AFTHOBP. 

[1812.] 

My DKAii BuoTHKH, — War being declar'd and all 
intercourse between our countries at least interrupted, I 
did not expect to have had an opportunity of acknowlc'lg^ 
ing the receipt of your obliging and much valued letter, 
but Mr. Parkman, Brother to the young Gentleman T once 
introduced to you, is going to Philadelpliia to sail iu the 
iiist Cartel from thetu e. He is a worthy young man and 
of a reqiectable family. He has no particular pursuits, 
but teaselling for improvement and amusement before he 
engages m bunoeBS, If he should visit Cambridge it wiU 
be in his power to deliver this to you. Mr. F. Parkman 
brought with him a late publication givinp^ a description of 
Gambridge, a historical acoouDt of the different CoU^;e8, 
ornamented with elegant engravings of them and the other 
pubUe buildings. With a readiness to oblige that charac- 
terizes diat family, he call'd upon me immediatdy upon his 
return, informed me of many agreeable particulars relating 
to yourself and your estimable family, and to make me still 
more acquainted with your situation, offer*d tiie book for 
my inspection. I not only admir'd the views, but read the 
account witih great interest, knowing you had so long been 
an inhabitant of that place. . . . 

My Son and family are all welL He continnes Chair- 
man of the board of Selectmen, has lately been engaged 
in superintending the buildix^ of a public school, three 
stories high, to accommodate scholars in three different 
branches of education. 
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10 liOaS AITEOBP. 

[ISlfi.] 

Mt dbab Niece, — I am mach oblig'd to yoa for tlie 
wdttlgence you allow me of receiving your entertaining 
letters without exacting regular replies, but as we now have 
few opportunities of writing I will not avail myself of it at 
this time. It would have been happy for us if your good 
Father's prayers for peaoe between our two Countries had 
been gianted, but we have a war and a peace party and the 
former has prevailed. While those of the Northern States 
are labouring for peaoe, those of the Southto make them 
ready for batde. We know that the war has begun, but 
how or when it will end can only be known to the Supreme 
Being. Many lives must be lost^ and many individuals 
much distressed. 

We have had two political &sl-days, and the Clergy have 
exerted their talents in vain. They are almost unanimous 
in favour of peace and reconciliation. 

One of the most distingoish'd of our Ministers, Mr. B., 
and whom you may remember I introduc*d to your notice, 
and whose voyage to England in pursuit of healtii we 
liuped woldd have been suooessfol, has «cchang*d his use- 
ful labors on earth (we hope) for tranquillity and joy in 
Heaven. He has left a great character, not only as a lit- 
erary man, but as a pious and exemplary Minister. To his 
chiux:h he is a great loss, and to American Literature still 
greater, such talents and genius but seldom appearing to 
enlighten admiring hearers with its charms. He was pre- 
paring a course of lectures upon Biblical criticism, that 
good judjj^es tliiiik would have done honour to the age. 
How oftoii It liapix ns tliat sucli Tuinds reach their perfec- 
tion at an early date ! He had not attain'd his twenty- 
ninth year. 
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The day after his decease, liis Father, the respectable 

Minister of a church in P , N. H., departed thii» lite, 

and left a numerous family to mouru their Father and 
Brother at the same time. 

My health is so ^rood that the last Friday I went to hear 
a Sermon jneacli'd hy the R^v. Mr. Eaton, the Episcopal 
Clertj^yman, who is settled at the North Church. Me gave 
a very good discourse trom St. Matthew. "Blessed are 
the Merciful, tor they shall obtain Mercy." It was 
preach'd to the directors and managers of the Boston 
Female Asylum. The church was exceedingly crowded, as 
it is a popular institution ; there was a good Organ, a great 
deal of Singing, and some chaunting by a female band. 
Forty-four female orphans were present, (no others are 
permitted to partake the benefits of the Asylum) dress'd in 
blue cotton with white bonnets and kerchiefs, stockings 
and mitts of their own knitting. At the close uf the 
Somon, Mr. E. addressM them upon the grateful sense 
they ought to have of the benefite they receive, and the 
influence it should have upon their conduct. The Institu- 
tion has been twelve years established, and one of the 
Orpbans first received into the Asylum has ask'd leave to 
become a Subscriber, as Mr. E. express'd it, to devote the 
earliest products of her industry to that institution that bad 
been so useful to herself. He askM if it was too much 
to say " Many Daughters have done Virtuously, but thou 
ezoellest them all." After Sermon, the Orphans rose, and 
sang an original hymn, and were dismissed with the bless- 
ing. The Preacher with two other Clergymen then accnm- 
pany'd the Managers to the Asylum, to see the children 
kneel and with one voice repeat their evening prayers, as 
if in a public assembly. This is their constant custom, and 
IB very impressive, as they do it with such prapriely. 
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My little girl, whom I have frequently mentioned to you, 
has been anrasmg herself with making pluses. She sends 
two of them, one of which she desires may he presented to 
tile young lady who sent me the pretty little diary. The 
other, to your little girL If a convenient opportunity offers 
hy this vessel, I shall improve it, if not, shall keep them for 
another. They are too trifling to put you to any trouble 
or expense to get them. 

TO MISS APTHORP. 

Mt dsab Nieob, — ... The present situation of oar 
country is a subject for a political pen. I can but lament 
it and feel for both parties, whieh I do equally. I have 
sometimes wish'd for defeat rather than sueoess to the 
Americans, in hopes that would sooner put an end to the 
contest, but our hopes and fears ore continually striving 
for preSminence and keep us in an uncertain state. My 
age and infirmities ate so increasing upon me^ I know not 
when I shall again write you, but my pleasure in receiving a 
letter has not at all abated. 

• . . We have pass'd through a severe winter. The cold 
began at Christmas and has continu*d pretty uniformly to 
the present time. The 24th December the tiiermometw 
at Middlebury, Y t., was at twelve below sero. The 25th, 
in Cambridge, tiie thmmometer stood at 5 below zero, and 
oontiou'd to descend some time after sunrise. At Kenne- 
beck, 180 miles east from Boston, it was at 30 below zero. 
Such a continuance of cold has not been for twenty-^o 
years, and but two days in that period to be compared with 
them. I have been chiefly eniploy'd in endeav<ning to 
keep myself warm. Your moderate climate would be more 
congenial to my feelings. But we have a brilliant light of 
tiie Sun, and I admit it with pleasure. To me it is an 
exhilarating object. Again farewell* 
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TO HI88 AFTHORP. 

[1813 or 1614] 

My dbab Nikcr, — I did not ex[>ect so soon to have had 
an opportunity of writing you. Mr. G. A. called upon me 
to say he is going immediately to Lisbon, and hoped before 
his return to tliis country he should see England* If 80^ 
he shoidd certainly viait Cambridge. He can give you a 
particular account of us all. We are nearly drcumstanc'd 
as when I wrote last. My health is feeble, but yeaterday, 
the weather being very fine, I ventnied to ride as far as 
about 3) miles from B., to visit my Grandson Joseph, who 
had just enter'd College. He boards in the house your 
dear and Tenerable Father, my much esteem'd Brother, 
built at G. It reminded me of old times, when I used to 
visit him and my Sister for some days together. It is a 
very good and degant house, delightfully situated, com- 
manding an extensive view of the River and the surround- 
ing country, well cultivated as far as the eye can reach. It 
is now in the poesessbn of Br. Jennison, whose family is 
small and enables him to take two young Gentlemen, that 
could not be accommodated in the College. This Univer- 
sity is in great repute. The new class, eighty-siz in number, 
were many of them oblig*d to board in private fomilies 
(Joseph is the eldest Son of my daughter C). 

They built a new College the last year and are now 
erecting a very superb stone building, which is the b^fin- 
ning of a plan for laying out the grounds on a grand scale, 
that it is presumed will take many years to complete. It is 
design'd for a center College and contains the Chapel and 
philosophical and other public rooms, for the use of the 
-government and the students. 

Cambridge is a charming village ; the Colleges are most 
•respectable in their appearance ; nearly opposite them is the 
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litde Churchy which my Brother was the means of having 
erected. I think it will be a pleasure to him to know it is 
kept open. A Crentleman named Cranston reads the service 
every Sunday, and occasionally Dr. Gardiner or Mr. Eaton, 
rector of Christ Church, administers the sacraments. 

Cambridge has been the residraoe of Gentlemen who 
have built country-seats, and would, I think, please yon to 
ride through it and remark the many beaulaf ul objects that 
present themsdves on eveiy side. 

We were agreeably surpris'd a short time since (for Intel- 
ligence now, tho' wekome, is unexpected) by a visit from 
Mr. Parkman to read a part of a letter from his Son, say-* 
itig he had spent two days in Cambridge in England, and 
that my connections there were as well as usual. Such 
information gave me pleasure, and whenever I can be so 
favour'd as to receive a lettw from you containing more 
particular accounts of your own feunily and the numerous 
absent friends for whom I am much inter^ted, I shall be 
gratified. We hear one of your Sisters is soon to leave 
you. I shall want to know all the particulars, name i»i the 
Gentleman, and if they are to remain near you. To them 
and every branch of your taiuily oiler my best wishes. 

Madam Bulfinch lived until February 15, 181;"), her 
season of failing health cheered by the visits of Dr. Free- 
man and Mr. Carey, the clergymen of King's Chapel, by 
the companionship of her favorite hooks and flowers, and , 
by the unwearied attentions of her ciiildren. 

We give some passages from her last letter : — 

June ^3^ 1814. 

My dear Brother and Sister. — T wrote you very 
fully, by a late opportunity, and gave you an account of 



Digitized by Google 



186 CHAHLKt; BULFINCU, ARCHITECT 

tiie sudden illness with which I was attacked. It has, how- 
ewetf pleas'd the God of Mercy to continue to me die 
perfect use of my inteUects. I have since that time heen 
graduaUy reoovering my strenrrth, and I am now hy the 
assistance of one of my Cliiidren able occasionally to g*') 
into another chamber, tho' I still continue in a state of 
great weakness. I hopo you, my dear Brother, remain as 
well as when I last beard from you. . . . 

The public are at present rejoicing at the late success of 
the allied armies in £urope. To-mOROw is appointed as a 
day of public religious festivity. There is to be an address 
suited to the occasion, by Mr. C. at the Chapel. This will 
be delivered by a young Gentleman, Mr. A., a connection of 
this family. I shall request him to deliver a Sermon lately 
published by our friend Mr. Carey. Should he not visit G. 
it can be left at Mr. W.'s countingyroom. 

To my dear Brodier and Sister, my correspondent 
Frances, and every branch of your numerous and respecta- 
ble family I wish to be affectionatdy and partienlarly 
TNnember*d, and to every one of the little f ollm a loss and 
a blessing from Grandmama, the appellation by which I am 
dtstingdshed here. When you have an opportunity men- 
tion me affectionately to my Brother T. and wife and little 
Son, of course. 

Again farewell, my dear friends. S. B. 

A short time before his mother's deaih Charles Bulfincb 
had met with a series of reverses, which he describes in this 

passage: — 

** I continued my town employment and the direction of 
a succession of works in Architecture, of private houses and 
several churches, and other public buildings, whieb gave us 
a comfortable support, unl^ I was again engaged in an 
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undertakiiig tluA piomiaed well. It was the filling up of 
flattB, whkh I had retained^ because considered as of no 
value, and extending Charles Street to West Boston bridge. 
I was encouraged to this undertaking by the proceedings 
of the Company of Messrs. Otis, Mason & Joy, who had 
formed in the same way a laxge tract of land from which 
it was supposed they would realize great profits. I accord* 
ingly made great efEorts to continue the project, and just 
when I had completed a junction with the bridge and* 
offered a plan of lots for sale, the aspect of affurs in our 
countiy was again clouded by the affair of the Frigate 
Chesapeake, and that of the Pk^esident with tiie British ship 
Little Belt, and the declaration of war whidi soon followed. 
This again produced anotiier stagnation of business. The 
Company of Otis & Co., men of large capital, ytete able to 
wait for better times for sale of their lands, from which 
they have since realized immense profit, but no sales could 
be then made by me, and denumds were pressing with 
accumulating interest, so that I was obliged once more to 
surrender all property, and was even more reduced than 
before, and we were obliged to leave our neat and commo- 
dious home for a humbler and inferior one. Our income 
was reduced by the effects of a lameness brought on by a 
bad fall, which prevented that degree of personal activity 
for which I had been distinguished, and also by other com- 
petitors in works of architecture. 

We continu'd to bear these changes of circumstances 
with cheerful iBubmission, my dear wife consenting to take 
charge of two young ladies as boarders, to add to our 
income." 

To this pwiod bdong the following paragraphs from 
Hannah Bulfinch's note-book. Since we quoted last from 
its pages three more children had come to thdr home, — 
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Fraucis Vauglian, born in 18().'3, John Apthorp in 1806, 
and Stephen Greenleaf in 1801). 

Tlie iiopes of the parents for anotlier dauf^hter were not 
to bo realized. Especially when Apthoip was born, who 
became one of the most deeply loved of all the children, 
had they wi.slied for a "^irl instead. But the littU.' Green- 
leaf ' followed next, and coutiuued to liold hia place as the 
yonnjT^est : — 

"July, 1811. In a life of vicissitude we become habitu- 
ated to change, and our feelings resign themselves calmly 
to wliat is inevitable. This year has brought with it many 
cares ; our country disturbed in its politicks, unsettled in its 
foreign arrangements, involves individuals in distress. W t 
have felt a large share of the public embarrassment, and my 
Husband, disappointed in his reasonable hopes, has been 
obliged to Bubmit himself to his creditois, and to go into 
confinement for a month. How gladly would he pay bis 
wipigements if it were in his power! How unwilling 
would he be to use another with this unchristian rirrour ! 
But the trial is over^ he returns to the bosom of his family, 
and liiey once more enjoy serenity and content, soothed by 
the kindness of friends and acquitted by our consciences of 
intentional error; we resolve to live with great or f^nomy till 
all debts are settled, and to receive all our luxuries from the 
growing virtues of our children. 

" Maich, 1812. The past months since the above have 
been passed with great tranquillity, the peace and quiet 
which generally follow a storm. We have suffered much 
from our separation, but <Hice again united we hope no 
more to part in this world. We have had since then good 
health, better spirits, which, with a rational mode of passing 
our time^ has ensured our content. To-morrow will renew 

* Wluwa ehrirtening his graodmotbcr hat dewnbed. 
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the Beaaon d Electing the town officers. If my Husband 
should be kft oul^ we tben lose our usual mode of support 
but anodier mode will no doubt be obtained, and as we 
have been thus far provided for we trust still to be so. I 
desire to leave this event with all others to my heavenly 
friend, and hope to bring my mind to submit in everything 
to his will. 

" June, 1813. Our country involved in war with Great 
Britain leaves us stall an unhappy, divided people, many 
taking part with the mother country, many turning their 
hearts against her as the cause of all our ills. The loss 
of union, the absence of peace, is dqil<»able, but never 
should we record the judgments of our God without at the 
same time remembering his mercies. No bloody scenes 
have yet shocked our eyes. War is yet confined to our 
western and southern states. They invited it. They now 
more particularly suffer under its calamitiee. We in a 
domestie sense enjoy many blessings, though an unfortur 
nate fall has confined my Husband to die house these three 
last montiiB. The Spring has been pleasant, his healtii is 
good, and we hope to see him about again as usual. 
Friends have distinguished themselves by their kindness, 
and our four eldest Children are now so well able to assist 
themselves and their father, though not in a pecuniary way, 
yet by dutiful conduct and kind attentions, that much 
comfort is afforded to him and myself through their means. 
Well principled and amiable young persons. 

^ October, 1815. Our country again enjoys the blessing 
of peace ; a prosperous summer has revived the hopes of the 
husbandman. Our own prospects are much the same. 
The pressure of creditors has oblig'd us to remove into a 
smaller house, but united among ourselves we enjoy a calm 
and serene lif e^ unembittw'd exe^ by tiie idea that we are 
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not able to pay our just debts. We must wait till it is our 
happy lot to do tliis, and a^i^ain feel independent of unfeeling 
creditors. My Husband has a prospect of again uaiiig hifl 
limbs freely, ha^-ing been lame nearly thr^ years." 

This accident was the result of slipping on the iee when 
ascending the steps of Faneuil Uaii one winter momingy by 
which he fractured the bones o£ his leg in each a manw^y 
as to produce permanent huneness. 

The tradition current in the faniiljf r^aiding Mr. Bui- 
finch's confinement for debt has been that he was obliged 
to live during a certain period within prison limits^" an 
ammgement not uncommon at that time, when impriBon* 
mentj with vaiying degrees of strictness and hardship, was 
the penalty paid for failure to meet business obligations, 
whether it wei% one*s fault or one's misfortune. 

His wife's words, however, hear ia different interpretation, 
and certaiidy show that he was separated from hor and from 
his family during the interval. His accident, occurring two 
years later, and preventing his engaging in active pursuits, 
with the necessity of living again in a narrow way, made 
fresh demands upon her fortitude and cheerfulness. But 
she seems always to have carried in her breast that " Key 
called Promise " which guided her safely through these 
dark and perplexing days, and enabled her to sustain her 
husband under his triak. 

The house the family removed to now was No. 3 Trfr> 
mont Street, and is remembered by a reUtive stiU living 
as '*a small house witik a green ttoxA door, standing nest 
to the eld Museum building." 
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CHAPTER ym 

BEMOYAL TO WASHUfOTOV 

1816-1818 

Who, if lit' rijie to station of oonimand, 
Rims by opeu lueaiis ; aud tiiere will stand 
On boaaffabl* Itnns, or cIm Mtixe, 
And in himadf poMMS bis own dann. 

WoratwoKiR. 

Mr. Bulfinch now continues his narrative, which brings 
us to the end of his own memoir: — 

*' At the ch)se of the war a project was started for buikl- 
ing two hospitals, one for insane subjects, and the otlier 
with the title of the * General Hospital,' and by the influ- 
ence of my brother Coolidge I was sent by the board of 
agents to view the hospitals of New York, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, to observe their construttion and to <>;et a know- 
ledge of the detail of their expenses and management. 
This commission was accepted by me willingly, as a proof 
of the continued confidence of the most respectable mem- 
bers of our community. I proceeded to execute it, and 
made reports of my proceedings on my return that I believe 
were quite satisfactory. 
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" When at Baltiinorp. beinp^ so near Wa.shiti«^ton city, I 
deterniined to visit it, and jia.ssed three (lavs tliere. I was 
much gratified by my view of tlie situation, and in seeing 
Congress in session, and left the city without any expecta- 
tion of visitiuf^ it aj:^ain. l)ut it was so ordered that this visit 
led to the most important eonsequenccs. 1 was introduced 
by one of our Senators, Mr. Lloyd, to Mr. Monroe, Presi- 
dent elect ; he received me kindly, expressed his approval 
of the objects of my journey, and afterwards directed Col. 
Lane, Commissioner of the Public Buildings, to conduct 
me over the ruins of the Capitol. This was on January 7, 
1817 ; on the following July, Mr. Monroe visited Boston^ 
as President of the United States ; a laige Committee was 
appointed by the Town (o receive htm, and I as Chairman 
of the Selectmen and Committee read to him the address 
of the Town before a large concourse of people assembled 
in the floor of their Exchange Coffee house. My duty as 
Chairman led me to be almost constantly in company with 
the President during his visit of about a week, after which 
I proceeded in my usnal course, making drawings and 
directing workmen at the Insane hospital in Charlestown. 

About November following, I received a letter from 
William Lee, Esq., one of tiie Auditors at Washington, and 
in the confidence of the President, stating the probability 
of the removal of Mr. Latrobe, the architect of the Capitol, 
and propodng that I should apply for the place. I declined 
making any application that might lead to Mr* Latrobe's 
removal; but before the end of the year, disagreements 
between him and the Commissioner became so serious that 
he detennined to resign, and his resignation was immedi- 
ately accepted. On receiving information of this, in an* 
other Utter frcnn Mr. Lee, I made regular application 
through J. Q. A., Secretary of State, and by return of Post 
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received notice from him of my appointment, with a salary 
of $2|500 and expenses paid of removal of family and fur- 
niture/' 

We have now given the concluding passages of my 
grandfather's brief narrative. At the time when it was 
initten, the experiences of his later life were fresh in the 
minds of his family, and he naturally felt that there was no 
need for repeating what was already familiar. 

The visit of President Monroe to Boston is still vrithin 
the memory of the very oldest of our citizens. He wiis the 
unanimous choice of both political parties^ and it was that 
era of good feeling " which was strengthened by the uni- 
versal joy at the restoration of peace. The reception of 
the President was as imposing as the resources of the town 
tiien permitted. It is well described by some who ^tood 
among the school children on the Common that bright day 
in July, arranged in lines to form an avenue for the caval- 
cade to pass through. The children carried red and white 
roses, and the qtlendid uniform of the Hussars as they rode 
under the arching trees made a brilliant picture whoae 
colors have lasted for three quarters of a century. 

Of the two hospitals, the McLean Asylum for the Insane, 
at Somervillcy — then Charlestown, — was opened for the 
reception of patients in 1818. The trustees had purchased 
the fine country-seat built by Mr. Joseph Barrell in 1792, 
from designs of Mr. Bulfinch, who now made the additions 
required by the needs of the hospital. 

Two wings of brick were built, each 76 feet by 40, and, 
from the nature of the ground, several feet lower than tiie 
level of the mansion. They would naturally have fonned 
a right angle with the main building, but two rows of very 
fine shade-trees would in tihat case have been sacrificed, 
and the wings were therefore built symmetrically at a 
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slii^litlv lar^r angle. Mr. Bulfinch does not appear to be 
r. : iMJiisible for the domes added some years later to obtain 
more light at the intersection of these buildings with the 
central one. 

The accommodations of the Asyhim wero onlari^pd sub- 
sequently to its opening, at llie tit sire and suggestion of its 
first physician and mi]u lint* iid* nt, Dr. Kufus Wyman. 

Few estates near Boston couUi tlien show so nuicli beauty 
of situation and architecture as this. Tin \iew from tlio 
eminence where the Asylum stood was extensive and lovely, 
and the grounds were made attractive by fine trees, and 
by the <^arden with its fish-pond and with a summer-house 
half buried in roses. The remains of ancient fortificatioilS 
were at tliat time still shown on the height. 

The interior of the mansion was in the most elegfant 
style. There may yet be seen specimens of Charles Bul- 
finch's characteristic work, and one of •his most beautiful 
staircases, which it seems a pity should be destroyed when 
the hospital is removed to the new location at Belmont, 
made necessary by the changes in the once lovely hill, the 
inunense network of railroads that sairounds it, and the 
din and smoke of the encroaching city. 

The two divisions of this original and carious Btaiicase 
ascend by easy steps, with a slight curve, from oppodte 
ends of the elliptical entrance bally thirty^two feet in 
lengtii, and meet upon a platform supported by four fluted 
columns with an elliptical aroh, beneath which one passes 
from the vestibule to the drawing-room. A short flight of 
four steps leads from this platform to a second one, and 
from this again three short flights conduct the visitor to 
different points of the gallezy that runs around the hall at 
the level of the second floor, the whole apparenlly relying 
for support upon the above-mentioned columns. 
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The details of this hall, and alaoof the beautiful drawings- 
looniy a perfect ill ipse, with its panelled wainsootting, cor- 
nice, and coved " ceiling and its two curious iiieplaoes, 
are in the finest classKHd style. 

The MassacbusettB General Hospital, one of the archi- 
tect's most important works^ a fine boilding of Chelmsford 
granite^ iras erected on what was known at the time as 

Prince's Pasture.'* The comervtone was hud in 1818, 
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and it was completed in 1S21. It has received the highest 
eiicoiniuiiis, and at tlie tune of its hiiilding wh.s even called 
"the finest public or private edifice in New England." 
Mr. Willard observes tluit, if thus ranked above the State 
House in excellent^, it must have owed its dipfnity to its 
fine masonry and the more classic character of ita dome. 

The General Hospital n'ccived the addition of two wings 
in 1844, and has otherwise been enlarged and extended. 

AltlujUL;b Mr. Bulfiiieh earries his autobiography no 
farther, tl rn came with his removal to Washington a 
series of letters which enable iis to continue the history. 
The oihcial correspondence rugaidmg his appointment as 
architect of the Capittjl has been preserved, with Mr. Lee's 
letters, and those wTitten by my grandfather himself to llis 
family until they joined him in their new home. 

The first letter we i;ive was written during his first visit 
to the capital, when there was as j^et no idea of removing 
there. 

TO Mas. H. BULFINCn. 

AN AsuiNCTON, Ffb'. 7, 1817. 

My DEAii FuiENi), — Immediately after eloshig my last, 
1 left Baltimore for this city, and arrived here early in the 
afternoon of the same day. The country which I traversed 
■was hilly and luiinteresting, until I reached Bladensburg, 
the field of battle at the attack of the British. Nothing 
announces a metropolis until we approach an assemblage of 
brick houses, forming a village, and immediately contiguous 
to them two stone edifices o£ richly ornamented architec- 
ture. These are the wings of the Congress hall; they 
were burnt, as far as they were combustible, and are now 
undergoing repair. Tliey have been ehiseld in such a 
manner that all external marks of lire are removed. From 
this pkce, called Capitol hill, the ground suddenly falls, 
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and expands into an extensive vale, beautifully surrounded 
by high grounds and washed on one side by a majestic 
river. The view is beautiful, and one is immediakly 
convinced that a great city must here grow up, and in 
anticipation we think we see it before us ; — not exactly bo 
in realily; the public buildings are distant two miles or 
more from ea< ^ nther, and a small WUage has grown 
aroinid each. Tliesc are connected by spacious streets, 
liiu'd with trees. The wlude has an imposing air, espe- 
cially while Congress is in se^on, from the number of 
carriages traversing the grand avenue. 

But a truce to description. I must tell you that I have 
been fully gratified by my visi^ have examined the public 
buildings in company with their architects, and have been 
favoured by them with the sight of their pUns : their scale 
is vast and wiU produce grandeur in the execution: the 
public pride and purse will bear than out in the e^ense. 
I have virited the Fkesident and Mr. Monroe, was received 
with politeness and favour. Mr. Lloyd introduced me and 
has been uniformly attentive. I have also attended Mrs, 
Madison's drawing-room two evenings aonce, where I found 
a great dispky of beauty and a collection of distmguished 
persons from all parts of our country. 

The Congress halls have had a share of my attention, 
but no debate of consequence has occurred to eall forth the 
great speakers. You must excuse a short letter, when I 
inform you the inconvenient circumstances under which I 
write it. I am sitting in a bookseller's shop, which is half 
full of customers, where I bought my paper, and asked die 
favour of his desk for a few minutes: this I do because my 
tavern is utterly destitute of pen, ink or paper. 

To-morrow morning I advance homeward. The weather 
has continued dear, though some days have been cold, and 
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it 1 experience no greater inconvenience than what has yet 
occurred, shall esteeui myself particularly fortunate, lie- 
member mu lu ail. 

FROM WILLIAM LEE, ESQ. 

[Confldeiitial.] WAaHIMOTON, Sept. 14, 1817. 

My dear Sir, — I have good reasons for thinking that 
the President of the U. States will very soon after his re- 
turn here displace Mr. I^iitrobo and the Commissioner 
charged with the execution of public buildings. He 
threatened to do it before his departure if they did not 
prm'eed witli more harmony than they had done and with 
greater expedition with the Capitol. So far from this, 
things have gone on worse, and nothing has been done. 
1 -Am sorry, for Latrohe, who is an amiable man, possesses 
g( iiius and has a large family, but in addition to the Presi- 
dent s not beiii^ ^atistied with him there is an unaccounir 
able and I tliiiik iiiijust luejudiee against him by many 
nieiiilM'vs of the Government, Senate and Congress. 

iSiionid this change talvr phiee I shall be the first to 
know it, and if you will pernut me, I will mentioTi yon to 
till the place of architect to the government, and propose 
that both offices, that of Architect and Commissioner, 
should be blended together. The vSakiry wil! bp increased 
to four or five thousand dollars. The Capitol will occupy 
you three or four years, after which you would be charged 
with the construction of puhhc offices and four houses for 
the Secretaries of the departments, to which you might 
add the direction of the houses of individuals. In short, 
I think such a place would open a perspective to you well 
worth your considerati(m. 

The climate of this jdace, against which there are such 
prejudices in New Euglaud, 1 think the best in the U. 
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States, and not inferior, perhaps preferable from ApiO until 
December, to tbe boasted one of ilie Soutii of France. 
Society i9 on tbe best footing and very good. I think this 
place offers an opening for one of your talents and acquire- 
ments to gain a solid reputation in the profession you have 
courted, provided your ntuation is Dot such as would re- 
quire great sacrifices to embrace it. If, on reflection, tlie 
affair should be thought worth your attention, 1 will with 
your permission mention you to the President. 
I am my dear Sir 

With high esteem 

You"^ very humble serv* 
W"Lee. 

A draft of a letter inscribed to Wm. Lee, Esq. Answer 
to his letter of September 14 : — 

Sept. 27, 1817. 

The a])|M>iiitment which you propose has many attractions 
and strong inducements to please a more ambitious man 
than myself. It would be honourable, and furnish employ- 
ment in the mode most agreeable to my taste and disposi- 
tion, and in which X am sensible I could be of more use 
than in any other. 

The asj)ect and situation of Wasliing-ton 1 achnire, and 
think that tlie climate and sfn ietv do iiot deserve the pre- 
judices entertained here a^ji-ainst them ; tiiat its growth and 
improvement will he rapid, and would be r source of pleas- 
ure to any one who can hoiu)nrably discharge the duties 
confided to hhn in Ijestowiiio: to advanta<i:e the funds which 
the government is disposed to approj^riate so liberally. 

But there are objections which you will permit me to 
state, some of which you mav be able to remove. 

1 have always eudeavoured to avoid unpleasant competi- 
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tion intli othets, that by opposing their inteiest would 
exoite enmity and ill wilL I should mueh regret to be an 
instrument of depriving a man of undoubted talents of an 
employment whidi places him at the head of his profession 
and which is necessaiy to his family^s support 

The situation of my own family demands particular 
attention. It consists of a daughter and six sons; my two 
ddest sons are of age, and have bommenced business as 
importing hardwaie mefehants ; the general stagnation of 
business has prevented much profit hitherto; my third son 
has just completed lus college course, and means to study 
a profusion ; the others are young and require attention to 
the early hrancbes of education. Various disappointments 
in hfe have contracted our circle of acquaintance and made 
us very dependent on our family for enjoyments. My own 
views are coiifiiied to obtaininjjf tlie simple comforts of life, 
hut we naturally look to the estiihlishment of our children 
for the reward of our cares, and would be sorry to take any 
measure that would separate us from them : or by remov- 
ing them withdraw them from their natural protectors. I 
|)resume that business of the kiud my sons are engaged in 
IS on a very small scale at Washington, Imt do not know 
what eucouragemeut it may meet in Alexandria or George- 
town. Should the prospect be favorable, one great objec- 
tion of their mother would be removed. My college boy 
might pursue his siudiej* there as well iis here, and perliaps 
a greatfT career would be open to him : the younger lads 
may havt; sufliuient advantages ol m IiooIs, as I presume 
such are already established for the earlier branches of 
education. We have every reason to be satisfied with 
the character and couduet uf our sons ; two of them have 
received a College education and are of resj>ectable talents ; 
their mother's happmess is bound up in her children, and 
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die inducements must be very strong that could lead her to 
giro up their soeiely. 

We have been accustomed for yeazB to a circumscribed 
mode of living, and a very moderate income has sufficed, 
but both the scale of living and the rate of expense will 
be much increased at Washington. I calculate that 3,500 
dollars will not more than maintidn my family of ten per- 
sons with decent comfort (including rent and necessary 
carrin<^e expenses) in a situation where we shall be com- 
pelled to mix with respectable society, and shall be particu- 
larly liable to the visits of strangers. Your own e^ierience 
will be the best guide in this respect. 

Your letter has encouraged hopes which I think might 
be realised; Mr. Adams (Secretary of State), Mr. Otis, Mr. 
Uoyd, Col. TrumbuU, are my f riends, and I think would 
give me their influence; and your good offices^ from per- 
sonal intimacy with the Fkesidenty would be of material 
service. I think, too^ the appointment would be popular 
in this section of the Union. Yon will then perhaps be 
surprized that I do not give an immediate assent. But the 
change proposed is so important, affecting so materially 
eTCiy branch of my family, that it requires deliberation; if 
our immediate decinon is necessary I should be compelled 
to decline the nomination, but should be obliged if you 
would favor me with a reply, stating as many particulars as 
. yon are acquainted with, whether a Yacanoy wiU actually 
happen from motives entirely unconnected with me; and 
what are the prosj>ects of business for a family ntuated as 
mine, and what tiie probable expense of living. We will 
seriously contemplate the change and advise with you on 
the means to effect it. 

At present I can hardly realize the possibility of the 
offer; tho' Mr. Latrobe may have opponents, yet he and 
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hie family Iiavo many friends, who upon the auggiestioa of 
the probability of loss of employment, would exert than- 
selves ill his favor, and pledge a greater attention to the 
wishes of his employers. But whether the offer should be 
officially made or not, I shall always bear in mind the 
friendship and good <^inion which induced your communis 
cation ; and believe me, one of the strongest induoementa 
of Mrs. Bulfinch and daughter and myself to accept the 
call -would he the prospect of intercourse with your family. 

FROM WILUAM LBB. 

WANimaTOH, Oee 1, 1817. 

Mt dbab Sib, — I have this moment been favored with 
your letter of the 27th nit. 

As I expected, the President on his return gave symp- 
toms of being about to disdiaige Latrohe, hut the friends 
of that gendeman interposed and a commission has been 
appointed, composed of Gen. Mason, Mr. Graham and GoL 
Bomford, to examine into the state of the Capitol and re- 
port thereon to the President, on his return. Mther the 
Commissioner of public buildings or Latrobe must go out. 
... As he (die Commisaoner) has more friends than the 
Architeciy he will, I think, be continued. I do not know 
how it is, hut so it is, Latrobe has many enemies ; his great 
fault is being poor. He is, in my opinion, an amiable, 
estimable man, full of genius and at the head of his profes- 
' sion. Every carpenter and mason thinks he knows more 
than lAtrob^ and such men have got on so fast last year 
with the President's house (a mere lathing and plastering 
job) that they have the audacily to think they ought to 
have the finishing of the Capitol, a thing they are totally 
unfit for. That superb pile ought to be finished in a man- 
ner to do credit to the country and the age. 
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While the President was here, yon weie mentioiied in 
case Latrobe should be forced to retire, and I was happy to 
find Col. Boraford and others thought such a aeleetion 
would be judicious. In the cotirse of a few weeks we shall 
know the result, and if I find a chnnp^o is to take place and 
that the salary will be raised to $4,000, 1 shall pvesa your 
nomination. 

I came here with all our northern prejudices against 
Washington, and I do assure you I an) agreeably dis- 
appnintod. The climate is delightful, not in my opinion 
equalled by any in the U. States ; the society is gopd and 
such a family as yours may live here for $3,000 a year in 
the best manner. You would, I think, find a better field 
here lor jour sons in business than in Boston. Edaeati<m 
18 on a good footing, and the regular rise of property 
would furnish you with op]K>rtunity of making judicious 
purchases. If once estabhshed here, all the public may 
hereafter do would no doubt be conRded to you, and you 
would besides have a great share of all the private business 
in your line. 

If it should be decided that Latrobe must redgn, I think 
in jn5;tice to your family you ought to come here. Before 
Mr. Lloyd leaves Boston, mention the subject to him. He 
has more influence here and is more respected than any of 
our members from the North. Mr. King and Trumbull 
fxom New York would, I am sure, give you their support, 
and their opinion would have great weight 

As is customary in such cases, you had better address a 
letter to the President on the subject immediately, stating 
that you have learnt (such) a change is to take place, in 
which case you offer vonr services. 

Refer hhn to Mr^ Lloyd, Otis, King, Trumbull, Col. 
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Bomford and myself » and I have but little doubt of your 
success* 

I ami my dear Sir, ivitfa 

high regard and egteem 

yours truly 

W« Lbe. 

Draft of a letter in reply to the above : — > 

BotTOK, Oefc*. 17, 1817. 

DfiAB StB,^My thoughts have been occupied on the 
subject of your very friendly letter of the Ist inst. ever 
since its receipt* I had once determined to write to Hon. 
J. Q. Adams, to solicit his influence, but on f urihw reflec* 
tion, think best to vait die decision of the Commissioners ; 
vrhenever that ia known I will confide in your judgment 
and friendship to take suitable measures, either tu propose 
a nomination immediately or to give me some such au* 
<}iorized suggestion as would justify me in consulting my 
friends and making anaugements, if they should advise my 
application. 

But, my dear Sir, I must avow to you that I could not 
leave this place without making provision for the discharge 
of some pressing demands, — and probably it would be 
necessary to ask the advance of some months* salary, or an 

allowance for the expense of removing a family. You are 
acquainted with the disposition and ])ractise of the govern- 
ment ill tliLse rejipects, aud ou your advice and assistance I 
should depend. 

FBOM WILUAH LEE. 

WAg H HTOTOy , Oeir. 29, 1817. 

My dear ??ir, — Your favor of the 17th lias been 
receiv'd. rUe I'li -^idt at arrived here on the 19th and its 1 
expected his first attention was diiected to the Capitol. 
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Yesterday tlie Commissioners met ut liis house and they 
have determined to continue Latrobe in his employ. I am 
convinced however, myself, that either Latrobe or Col. Lane 
must go out. They never can get along together, and it 
would give me great pleasure to see you, for the honor of 
old New £ngland, in one or the other situation. 

I wish you would write a letter to the President, stating 
to him that it is reported a change is to take place, offering 
your services and referring to Mr. lioyd, Otis, Trumbull, 
and myself. These things are done every day, and my lull 
belief is you will be named before the ri^ng of CongroBS. 

When that body gets together, they will make a noise 
about the little progroas that has been made with the 
Capitol. 

The President, 1 understand, will recommend to Congress 
to build four houses, for the heads of departmentsy and 
some additional public oflioeB. 

Should you be named our architect or commissioner for 
public buildings in the course of tJie winter, I will under* 
take to anange affairs for you on the score of finance. 
With great regard and esteem 

I am my dear Sb 

Yours truly 

W- Leb. 

Draft of letter in reply ; — 

TO WILLIAM LEB. 

Nov. 16. 

I was not surprized at the determination of the Commis- 
sioners to continue Mr. Latrobe in employment. I think 
his t^nts entitle him to the place, and that he is the most 
proper person to rebuild what he had once so well effected. 
There were many difficulties attending my removal, which 
perhaps would have been insurmountable^ though I ^ould 
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think it my dul^ to make eyezy exertion for the good of 

my family. 

I believe it is my deedny to remain heu^f and should be 
much indebted if you would continue your good offices bo 
far as to think of me if any employment should occur in 
this ])lac o to which I should be qualified. It is probable 
that a bankrupt system will be adopted at the next meeting 
of CoDgreas. Should tliat be the case and the appointment 
of officei-H under it be vested in the President, your nomina* 
tion of me might be of material benefit. My pursuits have 
been of a nature to be essentially affected by the aspect of 
public affairs, — an enterprise which promised well was 
completely frustrated and involved me in loss from the 
depreciation of real property occasioned by the war. Still, 
as the public has been benefitted by my efforts, I am san- 
guine enough to think that any modeiately productive 
eTiiployment conferred on me would meet the approbation 
of all parties. 

FBOM HON. HAHBISON QUAY OTIS. 

Wabhucotok, Dm*. 2; 1817. 

Dbab Sir, — I received your favor last evening upon 
my arrival here. This morning I caDed on the President 
in the palaoe, and there being only one gentlesnan, Mr. 
Burrdl, with me, I took occasion in ^eiUjig of tiie state 
of the building to observe that Mr. Latrobe had resigned, 
and that I did not know whether his phioe could be sup- 
plied without looking to Boston. 

He then asked if I alluded to Mr. Bulfinch. I answered 
affirmatively. He replied, Sir, we are looking to him, but 
Bfr. Latrobe is a great loss, and it will require perhaps two 
pexBons to supply his place, and we think also of a Mr. 
Macomb; what is your opinion of Mr. B.'s qualifications?" 
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I then grave him a fall statonent of my acquaintance 
vn&L you and your family, your character^ qualifications^ 
former pfospect, and present dicumstances, and my opinion 
that you ^ould accept the appointment i£ it oould be made 
an object. To thin he was ^eased to answer that he was 
much gratified by the conversation, that it waa Twy 
aeaaonable, that he bad already instructed the ComnuBr 
sioner (Mr. Lane) to write to yon, and added, We can 
give him, 2,500 dollars per annum, and pay all the 
expense of removing him and his family/' 

He also said he had received your letter. I am thus led 
to suppose that the business may be considered as done, 
and that it will depend upon yourself entirely whether to 
come hither or not, and should think you would not hesitate. 

There must inevitably be some incidental advantages 
attending the appointment, and it appears to promise a 
respectable establishment for yourself and interesting 
family, suited to theur merits, which it would give me real 
pleasure to s^ realized. 

I am Sir, respects 

Yr friend and obed. ser. 

H. G. OnB. 

COL. SAXUEL LANE TO COL. MEHEKIAH FREE3fAN. 

WABHiifOTOH, Dae. 8^ 1S17. 
Db. Sot, — The President has referred to me a letter 
from Mr. Charles Bnlfineh of your town, offering to under- 
take the duties of architect at the CSapitol. The high char- 
acter which I had previously recnved of Mr. Bulfinch's 
professional qualifications did not leave room to hesitate in 
conferring on him the appointment. Will you therefore 
have die goodness to make use of an early opportunity of 
announcing this to that gentleman ; and at the same time 
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apprize him that tiie Salary attached to the office is bat 
$2,500 per annum, jmyable quarterly, that the appointment 
is entirely at die disposal of the Commissioner of Public 
Bculdings, and that of consequence the architect most be 
responsible to him. 

If, aftor this explanation, Mr. Boliinch should be willing 
to accept the pkce, please to request that he vill inform me 
so immediately, and mention the time when he may be 
expected to arrive herci whidi I hope will be as early as 
circumstance will admit. 

You may add that I will defray the expense of convjeyiug 
himself, family and furniture to this place. 

With great respect, Dr. Sir, 

Your obt. STt. 

Sam' Lahs, 
Comm. Public Buildings. 

FROM WUXIAH LEE. 

WAunwiTOir, Dee. 4» 1S17. 

My dear Sib,— CoL Lane has written to you, and I 
understand from the President has been authorized to offer 
you $2,500 per annum and your expenses on here. This is 
not enough, but I find it is as much as they can do under 
existing circumstance. . . . 

Besides this salary,* $500 at least must be allowed you 
for a draftsman, and you would be at liberty to exorcise 
your talents for individuals, which at 5 per cent, on their 
expenditures in erecting their bouses, the usiud commission, 
would amount to something in the course of the year. 
This is my view of the affair. You must now draw your 
own conclusions. You will see that the President lias 
recommended to Congress to build houses for the headii of 
departments, which will nutura.11^ iuii under your direction 
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and bo an additional reaaon lor the augmentation of yoni 
8a]aiy. . . . 

I am very truly yours, 

Wm. Leb. 

fbom hon. john quikct adams. 

DBrAKTMiirT OP Statb» 

Washington, 4 Doe. 1817. 

SiBy — I have received your Letter of the 26th ult and 
am happy to have it in my power to iofoim you that the 
oi^ce of Architect o£ the public building^ at this place is 
offered to your acceptance^ with a Salary of 2,500 dollars a 
year, and the expenses of your removal with your family to 
this City to be piud. It is the wish of the President and of 
Col. Lane, the Conuniasioner of Public Buildings, that you 
should come on as soon as it may suit your convenience. 

I am, with great respect, Sir, your vety humble and 
obedient Servant, 

John Qcinot Adams. 

TO COL. SAMUEL LAMS. 

Boston, Dte. 12, 1817. 

Snty— Major Freeman has communicated to me the con- 
tents of your letter of the 3rd iust., annnunciiiof niy appoint 
ment as Architect of the Capitol, of which I had been 
previously informed by an official letter from John Quinqy 
Adams, Esq. I feel sensibly the honour done me and 
consider it my duty to accept the invitation. 

The occupation of my time and attention to dose a 
variety of concerns in business will prevNit my reaching 
Washingtcm before the first week in January, when, unless 
prevented by stmie unforeseen circumstance, I hope to pay 
you my respects in person. 

I should be obliged if you could place at my disposal the 
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Sinn of Three hundred doUara to be .aocouated for in 
ejqpenaee of removal. 

With gpreat reflpeeti your ohed. aerv. 

TO HOK. JOHN QUtNCT ADAH8. 

Sm, — I have been &voaied vith your official oonununir 
eatk>n of the 4th inat., informing me that the President of 
the United States has been pleased to offer me the situation 
of Architect of the public buildings. 

I feel sensibly grateful for this mark of confidence and 
consider it my Duty to accept the call, although the salaiy 
does not equal what I had been led to expect. I find so 
many claims to attention to close a variety of objects of 
business, both of a public and private nature, that it will 
not be in my power to reach Washington before the first 
week in Jaiuuu v, when I hope to have the honour of lianil- 
ing to you the papers relating to the Columbia'B voyage to 
the N. W. Coast of America. 

Letter of appointment from the Commissioner^ January 
8, 1818: — 

To Charles Buuikch, Esquire. 

Sitf — Having entire confidence in your professional 
talents and integrity, I have i^pointed yon Architect of the 
Capitol of the United States, to discharge all the duties and 
to receive the emoluments attached to this appointment. 
Your Sakry to commence the 11th day of December last 
past. 

Given under my hand at the City of Washington, the 
8th day of January, 1818. 

Sahitbl I«AirE| 
Commisa. PnUie Buildings. 
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Immediately on reoetviiig his appointment, Mr. Bulfinch 
went on to Washington^ travelling with dispatch, and ac- 
companied by his son Gieor|^e, then a youth in ooUege. 

He writes as follows to bis wife after their arrival : — 

WlIMWSDAY 7"" Jan'. [1818]. 

We have been admitted to-day to an interview with the 
President: after passing up a noble stairway through a 
suite of elegant rooms, we found him seated alone in a most 
splendid a])aitment, covered with a rich blue paper, with 
broad gold borders, and gold flowers at suitable intervals. 
My reception was honourable and perfectly satiafaetoty, tt 
was even cordial ; the Presid^t ezj^^essed hhiMMilf gratified 
at my acceptance of the office, and hoped advantage would 
arise from it to myself as well as to liie government. He 
entered fully on the subject of the public buildings, and 
without mentioning the particular causes of offence with 
the late architect, clearly evinced that he was not satisfied 
with his conduct or plans, while he gave him credit for pro- 
fessional skill. The President said that immediately on a 
vacancy occurring, his attention had been turned to me, and 
that the offer would have been made if I had not applied ; 
he promised me his support, and invited me to frequent 
calls and personol application to him. I introduced George, 
who was graciously received, and we took our leave, well 
pleased with our reception. 

Thursday, Having lost some time yesterday in attempt- 
ing to see Mr. Adams at his public office, we determined to 
call early to-day at his house, not far horn our lodgings, 
for the purpose of handing to him the pai>er8 on the N. W. 
concern; we were admitted to his family room and I 
delivered and explained the papers. George also handed 
to him his testimonials of diaracter^ which we left with him 
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to examine. After these essential calls I proceeded to take 
poesessiou of my oitice, a room in the Capitol ahout 20 by 
2o fcH't, and 20 high, built wholly of brick and stonei and 
arched with the same ; covered with plain stucco, even the 
wallii, ceiling and floor, which bear marks of smoke and 
the ravages of fire. This room is my own, and is accom- 
modated with tables, desks for drawing, jmper of all sizes, 
and instruments and implements for work. A fire is made 
in this room every morning, and from 10 to «3 are con- 
sidered the ofBce hours. 1 have been introduced to the 
head workmen in each branch and have visited the work- 
slu>ps with them — these are sheds adjacent to the great 
building ; I find about 120 men now employed, principally 
in cutting stone, and fomnino^ and polishing the great 
marble columns : a number of sculptors are busy, some 
carving capitals, others making allegorical bas-reli^ to be 
placed in various parts, and some at work on a colossal 
figure of Liberty — 12 feet high, to stand in the Repre- 
sentatives' room, raised over the Speaker's chair — these 
tilings show you the scale on which wc are proceeding. 
All niY time on Wednesday, not occupied by the call on 
the i^resident, was spent in exploring this building, in com- 
pany with the principal surveyor, whose room adjinns mine. 
He is an intelligent, middle-aged man who has already 
made on me a fovourable impression. Without such a 
guide it would be impossible for a stranger to tread die 
mazes d this labyiini]i ; since this inspection of iliings as 
they are, I have received £rom Ool. Lane a great number of 
drawings, exhibiting the work already done, and other parts 
proposed, but not decided on. 

At the first view of these drawings, my courage almost 
failed me — they are beautif ally executed, and the design 
is in the boldest stile — after longer study I feel better 
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satisfied and more oonfidenee in meeting pabltc expecta- 
tion. There are certainly faults enough in Latrobe's 
designs to justify the opposition to him. His stile is cal- 
culated for display in the greater parts, but I think his 
staircases ui general are crowded, and not easy of access, 
and the passages intricate and dark. Indeed, the whole 
interior, except the two great rooms, has a sombre appear- 
ance. I feel the responsihilily resting on ine, and dbould 
have no resolution to proceed if the work was not so far 
commenced as to make it necessary to follow tiie plans 
already prepared for the wings ; as to the centre building, 
a general conformity to the other parts must be maintained. 
I shall not have credit for invention, but must be content 
to follow in a prescribed patii: as my employers have 
experienced so much uneasiness of late, they are disposed 
to view me and my efforts with complaooMsy. 

I was gratified on Friday with your long letter, dated 
Monday, 29th. We had become impatient and had been 
twice to the post office. On reading it, we felt oim;elves 
reinstated in your dear circle. My foregoing statements 
will give the best answer to your inquiries respecting feel- 
ings and prosj)ects; I sliall keep you informed of every- 
thing that may (jcciir. and am disposed to look on tlie 
favourable side. Charles must not be impatient ; it will 
Uike some time to make acquaintance with persons on 
whose infonnation I ean rely ; my thoughts have as yet 
been wholly occupied by my own duties ; 1 liiul tlie dis- 
tanoes between persons and places as inconvenient as ever; 
our mnruings commence late, our dining hour the same, 
seldom before four, [so] that the day aj)pears sliort and no 
great progresis can be made : he may relv, however, on my 
attention, for his good and that of each of you is very 
near my heart, and no gratification could e<j[ual that of 
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once moie assemblmg onr dear ciiele. Sunday. We have 
tliie day attended servioe in the Congieas hall; it was 
reepectably filled mth many o£ the membetSy and a number 
of die inhabitants of the vicinityy among whom were many 
genteel and well dxemed females. The service was the 
Episcopal form of afternoon prayer, singing without any 
instrumental music, and for want of booksy two lines at a 
time of the psalm read off by the chaplain, to guide the 
congregation : an excellent sermon on the ^ foolishness of 
preaching " dosed the duties of the day, which were con- 
ducted with great propriety and serious effect. After 
service I was recognized by several gentlemen from your 
quarter, and we paid a visits at their lodgings, to some 
others. 

Mmday. I have visited with tiie superintendent aU 
parts of the resident's house. This building does not 
form any part of my concern or iin])0}se any duties upon 
me ; but I thought it best to become acquainted with it. I 
found it spacious and noble, well arranged both for parade 
and family convenience ; the finishing and furnishings rich 
but not heavy ; Ae walls generally of plain grounds, blue 
or green, with as much of gilding as to give to each apart- 
ment the air of a palace. Aftra viewing the kitchens, 
out grounds and intended improvements, I walked to 
the Batent office to arrange some busbess for Mr. Jackson 
of the Waltham factory. Here I was introduced to Dr. 
Thornton, head of the office, a very singular character: the 
Dr. gave the original design for the building of the Capitol, 
and is very decided in Rnding fault with Latrobe for the 
changes he has introduced in it ; on returning to my office, 
your letter and one from Uncle Storer were handed to me. 
Your expressions relating to my escape from our perilous 
situation in tiie stage recall luy own feelings on tliat occa- 
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Bion. Let lis he grateful, but I am sometimes tempted to 
think that if Mr. Dana's accident had happened to me it 
would have been a complete justification of my return to 
the bosom of domestic quiet and li;ipi)y mediocrity. Tell 
Uncle S. that I thank hun for his kind letter and will 
answOT it soon : hope to receive a rich treat from all of jou 
by Mr. Otis. Last evening being very mild and pleasant, 
we undertook a walk of near 2 miles to Mr. Lee's ; found 
them en famille, and passed a couple d hours with them 
pleasantly and walked home. I shall not, however, attempt 
such expeditions very often ; every circumstance of weather 
and moonlight combined to favour us, and I bore the exer- 
tion well. This morning, the ground is covered with a 
thin coat of snow, and the air b dear and sharp. I am 
surprized to find how uniform is the weather in so great 
an ^tent of country ; tlie remarkable cold of the Sunday 
before I left yon was equally felt here, and I ^nd you have 
since been favoured with the same genial air which we 
thought we had gained in a southern climate. 

Ton will find that I have endeavoured to carry you with 
me in my daily progress hitherto, but you must not expect 
so great variety in future. The Committee of Congress 
b^n to ask for estimates &c. which will occupy my time 
in a more systematic manner. One thing I wish to hn2)re89 
on you, that you must now remember that I am a public 
, man, and that on no account will it be proper for anything 
I may say to be put into the public papers. You will, I 
know, be cautious— ver6um sat— and I have room only 
for one word more. 

Ever yours, 0. Bulfimoh. 
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Feb^ 1, 1818. 

My dear Friend, — I thank you for deciding to send 
yonn o£ the 1st inst. (ult. ?) by post ; Mr. PhiUips has nat 
yet appeared amount us, detained I presume by the attrac- 
tions of the cities which he must pass throogh. 

I read your letter with great interest ; Susan's cough, I 
hope it is gone, or she must hasten to this fine climate. 
Your si^^gestions on the future destiny of our sons show 
that they are a principal subject of thought with you as 
they are with me ; on this head I intend to write them, and 
give them all the information yet collected. Thomas' post- 
script really surprized me. The acceptance of the plan for 
the hospital was quite beyond my eiqiectation. I confess 
however that it gratifies me, but more on my children's 
account than my own. They will feel pleasure ihat my 
last act for Boston is accepted under dicnmstanoes which 
prednde the possibility of p»«onal influence. 

Sunday mommg* Mr. PhilUps has just handed me the 
valuable packet intrusted to him ; we have read your letters 
and in the course of the day shall re-peruse them more than 
once ; I was greatly affected at the mention of the dangerous 
situation of Bradford : his charming disposition and fine 
talents, together with his intimacy with Thomas, and the 
^tgN» of acquaintance I had formed with him at the 
school, all conspired to make me feel for him as a relation, 
and enter truly into die feelings of his fother. 

We have now been here a month, and it is time to give 
yon some more distinct ideas of the advantages and incon- 
veniences of Ae place. Of the climate, I have said much 
in commendation already, and the persons who are residents 
here speak of it with unqualified praise; — the views and 
prospects are fine even now and must be very delightful in 
summer, and will improve with the growth of the place and 
improved cultivation. 
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Society is on a pleasant and independrat footing : there 
is full opportunity to engage in a constant succession of 
portieBy particularly in winter ; but the doing so is left to 
every one's choice. The markets are well supplied and are 
oonveniently distrihuted about the city, and provisions of 
the common land are not unreasonably high. Of the in- 
conveniences. Among the principal we must state the dis- 
tance between friends and the different places of resort. 
The walking is good in good weather, but rain or thawing 
weather makes it intolerably muddy, and it will be k>ng be- 
fore any continued pavement wOl be Isid in so extended and 
straggling a place. Hackney carrii^es are crften necessaty 
and are to be had readily, but tiiey are expensive, especially 
for evening use, when they are allowed double prices. 
There are a number of places of public worship, of various 
denominations, but all agreeing in circulating the most Trini* 
taiian and Galvinistie opinions. The places of worship are 
smaU, and no parish is huge enough to give a living to tempt 
any man of superior talents to fix with them, indeed they 
are aU obliged to foUow some other calling to enable them 
to gain a support : most of than keep private schools, but 
several are writers in the public offices during the week. 
Schook are distributed over the pUce, but not free of ex- 
pense as among us; they are at various prices. One of 
the best is near our lodgings, at 9 dollars a quarter. 

The place of worship which we gen«nilly attend is the 
Congress hall service, by the Chaplain ; this is the nearest 
to us and the society, those whom we most frequently meet 
with, during the week. We have attended once at the new 
church, near the President's house, a very beautiful little 
building, — this church \m frequented by the genteelest 
society of the place. It b furnished with a small organ, 
the only ime here, but the preacher is so violrat in ^tress- 
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ing his coademiiafioii of all of diSeient tenets fiom bis 
own, that our townsman, J* Mason Esq. requested one of 
the wardens to endeavour to controul his zeal, or at least 
tlie harshness of his expressions. 

Y«u know the feelings with which I left Boston. There 
was mueh of regret at quitting old friends and old scenes, 
and as much of apprehension as of hope respecting our 
future prospects. I must continue to say that a respectable 
employinent with coinpetent income, among old friends, 
would be more giatifying than a eliange at my time of life 
and with so numerous a family ; but as circumstances have 
so decidedly led to this change we must accommodate our- 
selves to it, and 1 ought tu acknowledge that my duties are 
not so burtliensome as I feared, and that if my family can 
be ])lac ed arouiul me there would be every reason to look 
forward with pleasant antit ipatious. T have made inquiry 
respecting houses and am told that it will be easy to get 
one after the session of Congress luit not before : there are, 
however, two now finishing, near the Capitol ; either of 
them would suit us, and I lun to see the owner to know his 
terms and when they can be ready. The rent of a moder> 
ately sized house is 3(Xi dollars. 

The procuring of servants I fear will be one of the most 
troublesome circumstances attending our residence here : 
there are no wlntr female domestics to be harl. and very 
difficidt to hire free blacks. The usual way here is to pur- 
chiise the time of a female, say, 5 or 6 years, and the\ ,ivv 
very useful and faithful, knowing that they will lie tree 
at a ( « rtain period, but on this head I must make further 
inquiries, and inform you. 

Furniture of the common kind may be bought here as 
cheap as with you, which will prevent the necessity of your 
buying any, especially as the freight and risk of injury are 
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to be considered. But on this and some otiier heads I 
shall get more particalar infoimatiMi. 

I have been wholly engaged in preparing estimates for 
finishing the two wings of the Capitol, and I have handed 
them to the Commissioner, amount, 180,000 dollars, exclur 
sive of f omitare. This business has so occupied me that I 
must offer it in excuse for delaying to give you the above 
particulars before. I have commenced a letter to Charles 
and Thomas respecting business, but cannot complete it by 
Ihis post. Shall send it to-morrow or next day* 

Tmsday, The weather yesterday was as cold as it nsur 
ally is with you in the coldest season, with very high wind. 
The wind is lulled, but the cold continues : if it moderates 
at noon I intend to call on the President, and to introduce 
Mr. Phillips. He is situated in very pleasant and genteel 
lodgings^ not far from us. 

Adieu. 

Prices of articles of provision at Washington : 
Beef, roasting, select pieces, Per lb. 12^ cts. 
Mutton, 12^ cts. 

Pork, roasting pieces, 12 to 15 cts. 

Veal, do do do 

Lamb, hindquarter, 75 cts., forequarter $1.00. 

Turkeys, 1 dollar each, of 5 to 6 lbs. 

Geese, 75 cts. to 1 dollar — small gerae. 

Fowls, 75 cts. to 1 doUar pair. 

Vegetables, turnips and carrots, 1 dollar, potatoes 75 cts. 
bushel. 

Hour, 10 dollars per barrel. — biipci-fine. 
Indian meal, 1^ dollars per bushel. 
Butter, 38 to 50 cts. 
%g8» 30 do 
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Ikfilk, 12]^ cte. per quart. 

i^irewood of dry oak, 6 doUais in summer, 8 in innter. 
Se»eoal, 10 to 14 dollars, according to season. 
Hyson tea, 1^ dollars. 
Souchong, 1 do 
Coffee, 28 cts. 

Loaf sugar, 25 to 30, good brown sugar, 1 dollar, 6 lbs. 
Candles, mould, 25 cts., dipped, 20 cts., both by the box. 

WAflBXROTOit, HaieliSP*, 1818. 

Mt dsab H., — Yours of the 18th Feb. amused us 
much, in observing the sanguine hopes which you entertain, 
and in reading the various queries respecting houses, ser- 
vants, and domestic concerns. I believe I must be methodi- 
cal and answer them in course. The cooking is done here 
by wood, in most families ; coal is only used by those who 
have be^ acquainted with it in oth^ places and tinnk it 
cheaper. Candles too are in general use, though I find 
ornamental lamps are common, which shows that oil may be 
had. I do not know the cost. . . . 

I was much diverted with the report and your an- 
ticipation of ray being appointed to the care of the Presi- 
dent's house. There is no probability of such a thing. If 
any ])rovision is made for such a purpose it will be to some 
inferior officer of the government, who can attend to tliis 
for small compensation, in addition to his otliei dutios. 
JJut tliL' proposal itself excites scnne sneers, as the idea ot" 
the necessity »)f a hlyh Chmjiherlni/iy and onr i^reat ni.iu 
nuist l)e on his guard how he confers favours or einolunients 
on mc. One severe piece hjis appeared already in the 
** Aurora " for my present appointment. 

You remark upon tliere being a Theatre here, and think 
it is a matter of regret in so young a state of society, — but 
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you nuBtake^ — the place is new, but tlie sociely, eapecially 
in winter^ is sucli as has grown up in older capitals, and 
has been accustomed to all the refinements and elegancies, 
and I fear to the extravagance and dissipation, ol established 
cities. I had written thus far when I was agreeaUy sur- 
prised by a visit from T. H. Perkins and John Sdlivan 
Esq. .After talking of home I accompanied them on a tour 
through the building to the marble columns and the stat- 
, nary, objects which attract the notice of strangers. . . . 

I presume that Mr. Phillips will be with you about the 
time of your receiving this, or perhaps a few days latw. 
I took the liberty to ask his attention to a small box, con* 
taining specimens of our curious marble, which you will 
distribute to friends according to directions enclosed in the 
box. The box is small but heavy, and I fear it may have 
led io some expense to him besides die trouble of attending 
to it. I wish Thomas to inquire particularly and repay 
what he may have spent upon it. 

The bankrupt law was debated about a week, and then 
rejected ; Hie interiour and landed interest is opposed to any 
exclusive advantages to commercial men, — indeed there is 
a strong dislike to the encouragement of commerce gener- 
ally^ and a great 8|Mrit is excited for buOding up manufac- 
tures in opposition to it. I think that the day after you 
receive this will be the March meeting. What a different 
course of feelings does the return of the day excite from 
those of last year's anniversary ! They are not, however, 
without anxiety. The transplanting a family and forming 
entirely new connections are causes for thcjught and care. 

I hope my good sisters and their husbands do not think 
my neglect of writing to them arises from want of affection, 
because it is exactly tlie reverse. I never turn my thoughts 
to that subject without feeling sensibly the loss we shall 
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flostain of their soei^, and that it is hard to bnak up old 
habits of intimacy. These ciicamstances are the most 
unpleasant that attend oar removal, and their tendency is 
to bring on depression o£ spirits, which I most eontend 
against, since it seems to be the decree of Ptovid«ioe that 
the separation must take phu»e, and I will content myself 
with the hope that an intercourse will be kept up by occa- 
rional virits when we have a home to which we can invite 
such good friends. Yrs. ever. 

Mt dbab H., — Your valuable letter of the 2Gth Febru- 
ary was not received till three days after the regular period 
of the mail ; we must submit to the fates, in this as in 
other particulars, and not think ourselves exempted from 
feeling the inconveniences of changing seasons. 

I am glad to find that yon axe sometimes prevailed upon 
to mix a little in society ; I know you en juy a visit to Mrs. 
Borland's, and espedally as Mrs. Lloyd can give such cor- 
rect ideas of this place. The Rev. Mr. Hawley is the 
clergyman of St. John's church. I have had frequent 
interviews with him on the subject of enlarging tiie church, 
and feel qmte acquainted ; his character se^s to accord 
wdl with the account you have had of him. We have not 
yet been at Mr. Taylor's. I introduced George to him at 
the President's, or rather Mrs. Monroe' drawing room last 
Wedn^day evening, and he wdcomed him as a young 
Columbian. 

We were induced to go to the drawing room because we 
were informed it would be the last of the season : we met 
a pfood (leal of splendour and yaietv. Init I find it rather a 
dull business, altliousfh the close of tlie evening;- wiiii enliv- 
ened by some song^ sung by a circle of ladiea with their 
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beaux, aeoomponying a piano. You know I am not very 
sentimenta], but you will suppose I had some pleasant 
feelings yAnea the last song was song, See from Ocean 
rising." I confess that it reminded me of home, although 
the scene around differed very materially from that of the 
humble parionr in Tremont St. I hope we shall soon have 
another home and renew our domestic occupations and 
en joymMits together. . . . 

I find that the very warm weather, which we thought 
peculiar to this situation, about a fortnight since, extended 
over the whole country and has produced great damage by 
the sudden breaking up of the ice in the rivers. I am sorry 
to &>d tl^rt th. bridge at Sinjiigfield ha. l>«m emied 
because I wished you should pursue your journey on that 
route, both as it affcnrds the greatest variety of country and 
avoids ferries. On this subject .1 shall give you a letter of 
particular instructions. . . . 

Tuesday morn hnj. Three letters are handed to me at 
breakfast. One from T. Clark, presenting a vote of the 
Town, expressing thm thanks for my long and fiiithful 
services,— the cheap reward of republics, &>r which^ how- 
ever, I am grat^ul ; another letter from Andover, not to 
ask for a plan, but only for an opinion respecting their new 
Academy ; and a third from Stephen Codman Esq. request- 
ing attrition to some business in one of the pubHc offices. 
Let Thomas tell him that I have received his letter and will 
att^id to the sublet of it. 

I find from Susan's letter that the N. American review 
has taken some liberties with Mr. Wirt's P. Henry. We 
liave just borrowed the book, but have not yet commenced 
reading it. I have looked into some of its pages, and think 
it may be liable to censure from you eool-blooded Yankees. 
Mr. W. is an ardent man, a great admirer of his hero, and 
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perhaps gives more importance to his character than is 
strictly due. The stile too is florid, and characteristic of 
the author and our cllmatt'. Wf are reading Coriime ; 1 
read the translation aloud, \^'hile George follows urith his 
eye the page o£ the original French : this book interests us 
much from its own merits, and from the frequent reHectiou 
that you have so lately gone through it. The original 
French is remarkably pure and easy, and would please our 
young students, Susan and Thomas. 

I have been very much engaged the past week, and stiU 
continue so, in giving drawings and directions to a young 
man from Boston, Mr. WiUard, who is making a model of 
our great building. He works in my room. I hope this 
will prove a satisfactory mode of conveying clear ideas of 
the several pkns for finishing the centre^ and enable the 
President of the Committees of Congress to select the one 
that on all considerations shall promise best. 

I presume you must by this time have seen or heard from 
Mr. Fuller and Mr. Phillips, and know from them our par- 
ticular situation ; I hope too that the spedmens of marble 
reached you safely* My friends must be content with such 
9olid prools of my remembrance. They have little value 
in any other light. • . . Yours ever. 

A letter on March 22d is chiefly devoted to plans for 
the journey, and especiaUy the important question whether 
Ma*am Pollard and her daughter should be brought with 
them. We learn later on that they were left behind. He 
promises a particular letter on the route to be taken, the 
houses to stop at, and the objects to be visited. 

At present I only say, it is my phin that you should 
take one of Fullam's coaches and proceed by way of 
Worcester and Springfield in three days to N. Haven, 
thence by the steamboat to New York.'* . . . 
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He also iu(}uires his wife's plans about furniture, what 
she intends to I) ring with her, and what he will have to 
supply. Oil other matters he says : — 

" I notice the extract which you send me from Mr. 
Andrews* letter to Mr. Joy. My expectations on that 
head are not very sanguine. Something may come of it, 
but not so soon a.^ u» interfere with your journey. Affairs 
of state move slowly, especially when involved with the 
ex| M ixliture of money. You think that you observe marks 
oi" conu iidiu at with my employ. Indeed T have met with 
nothing to displease. Yon know I am willin<r- to be occu- 
pied, and the nature of the employment is (M m<^enial to my 
taste. My only drawback is from the appreheijsi(»n either 
of the loss of tlie soeiety of luy children (and s<>iiu ib'ar 
friends) or that their course of business will be so broken 
up as to lead to unsettled and wavering habits. ... I 
re<"eive letters very frequently which 1 am obliged to 
answer. Some c nit lia applications for employment, some 
"wish encouragement and ])atronago for \arious projects." 

Meantime the preparations for the great removal wei-e 
going on in Boston through a number of weeks, as we 
can see hy various bills of lading, charges for wharfage, 
etc. On March 24 three cases of books were shipped to 
Georgetown by the sehooner Spruce ; and later, by the 
schooner Columbia in Aprd and the brig Golden Grove in 
May, the household furniture, including book-case and 
book-desk, chairs, desks, beds and bedding, with boxes o£ 
books and casts, was sent to its destination. 

The " Colonial Exi)ress " train which left Boston this 
morning is due in Washington to-night, but a journey 
of five hundred miles was quite a different affair in the 
early years of the century, especially when there were chil- 
dren in the pai^. The family started on the 23d of 
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April, and reached \Vasliin<xt!)ii (hiiin<r the first wet'k in 
May. From their recorci of expeuses we know that the 
original plan was chaii«^ed. There were at that date 
between thirty and forty stages advertised to run from 
Boston to various points, and as many as four different 
lines to New York. Their Hrst stop was at Foxhorougli, 
where they had dinner ; and the next, Providence, nvhere 
they had siip})er and breakfast and piissed the night. 

Through a letter from Thomas, then a youth of twenty- 
two, we learn that the low spirits occasioned by their 
departure were not overcome until they had ridden many 
miles from Boston, when by degrees the glee of the chil- 
dren and the novelty of the scene had their effect upon 
the party. We hear of the waterfalls they saw on their 
road, and the rocky, precipitous siiniinits, tliat reminded 
the little Greeuleaf of the hill ascended by the travellers in 
Pilgrim's Progress, and recalled to Thomas in their barren- 
ness and desolation Beattie's lines : — 

**Tlw* vein* of gold in Chilian mo«antain» glow. 

And bleak and Ibarrcii St-otia's liill^ arise ; 
There PUpie and Poison, War and Rapine prnw, — 
Here-peaceful are the vales and pure the skies, 
And Fkvedom tratnu flw aool and spuklM in the 

Their route lay through Norwich and Plainfield to New 
York, proceeding thence, after a halt, to Phihtdelphia and 
Baltimore, with a rest in each place. We do not know the 
date of their reaching Washington, nor where they stot)ped 
on first arriving, but we can imagine the joy of being 
united again* 

Some of the prioet^ of board, etc., on the journey, were 
evidently much lown than prices nowadays, but the length 
of time consumed on the road made the progress of so 
la^ a party an expensive one, and the whole amount^ 
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iucluding iVIi-. iMiUiucirs own travelling expenses with 
George aud the removal of the fuiuitiue, is set down as 
$589.30. 

To defray this expense, the siuu ai lluee hundi-ed dollai-h. 
had been received from Colonel Lane in December, and the 
receipt of two hundred dollars additional is aekuuvviedged 
in April. 

Before the end of Mav \v(> iind the family goin^ to 
bousekeepiug in a liou.se on (JapiLol Hill, of which the pUu 
lb sketched in a letter written during the summer by Mrs. 
Buitinelu whieh ha-, iortunately been preserved, as it is the 
only one from her hunil for a nuuiber of years. 

The simple ground-plan of tlie liouse which was now 
their home shows a ball witli front and back i)arlor. of 
which the larger is but tliiiieen by fourteen feet. An 
open passageway leads to the kitchen and woodhouse, and 
on the siile is a garden thirty or forty feet wide, while tlie 
narrow yard in front is paved with brick and has a small 
flower border within the fence. A stable and garden 
ground for vegetables complete the ememble of their new 
possessions. 

FKOM MRS. HAJ<NAH BULFINCH TO MRS. E. COOUDGE. 

July 15, 1818. 

Dear Sister, — As your brother undertook the pleasing 
task of answering your fonner letter. T tbmk I have a right 
to claim the privilege of replymg to this last. And here 
let me acknowledge for him and myself the great pleasure 
your animated description of the ])erformanees of the day 
(4th July) annually celebrated as a political festival, gave to 
us all. I should judge from your account as well as from 
the newspapers that the ceremony of laying the corner- 
stone of a building (the General Hospital) erectmg for 
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purposes of humanitj and benevolence mnst have awakened 
feelings, though of a patriotic nature, yet of a higher kind 
than is usually called forth b|^the mar of cannon and the 
ringing of the bells. The part performed by Marohall 
Prince was very honourable to him. Yoor repiegeniation 
was 80 veil calculated to bring us home again that we must 
beg you to devote a portion of your valuaUe time to so 
charitable a purpose. For although we find ourselves 
established with most of our former eonveniences about us, 
and some things added which for several yeats have been 
wanting — I mean such as good furniture and more help — 
yet when we sit down at the dose of the day and reflect 
how far distant from us are those who are by nature so 
nearly connected, and by sentiment and affection so en- 
deared to us and each other, I am ready to say in the lan- 
guage of the poet Bums : — 

" All, little did my mother thiiik, when first she cradled nie» 
What iiwd I wiui tu travel iu, or what death I should dee I " 

I would alter it, and say or what folks I should see ! *' 
Yet, my dear sister, I mean my complaint should apply 
only to those I have been in some measure obliged to leaw^ 
rather than against those with whom I have become ac- 
quainted. They are many of them well educated, all of 
them friendly people. I am mudi pleased, aoMmg the rest, 
with a respectable minister of the Navy Yard and his lady ; 
their name is Huntw ; both of them sensible, elderly per- 
sons. Our own good man (Rev. Mr. McCormick) and his 
pretty daughter I have mentioned before. Judge Cranch 
and his very amiable wife have been a second time to visit 
us of a morning. We are now talking of a ride to Alexan- 
dria for next week if the weather should be less oppressive 
than during the past. How much I wish it were as easy 
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for yourself, Mr. C, and dear cousins, to visit us ! We 
could present to you many scenes of interest and beauty. 
I would walk with you to a line garden, owned hy an 
industrious man, very near to our own ground. He has 
cultivated it admirably well, with all sorts of vegetables, 
which we may purchase when we please. He hjis a spot 
for flowers, where the double Hollyhock flouriKhef;, and 
within a small enclosure we find a ooUectioii of valuable 
plants and many fine exotics. 

We would introduce Elizabeth to as many as ten fine 
girlsy who would almost \\e with her in bloom. Three of 
them are daughters of a relation of Gen. Washington, their 
name Behnain ; they are handsome and yery sociable. I 
should expect to charm Uncle by the spacious streets, 
which will ensure to future generations ample room to 
move and breathe. He would see an active spirit pf 
improvement; buildings of a useful sort going on in 
various places, even interrupting our stillness in »onie 
d^;ree, as within our \iew there are four. 1 should find 
it more difficult to interest J. and T. We see few young 
men of the Rrst rank as to education and nuuiners, and 
those are busily engaged in their studies. . . . 

I ought to notice your account of a church at S. Boston, 
and to add that it gave us pleasure to learn so desirable an 
object is completed for that place. Of Mr. Palfrey we hear 
favourably from all qoaiteis, and congratulate the Society 
of Brattle St. upon the acquisition. . . . 

As I frequently turn my thoughts to former places and 
objects, I am not a little curious to know who occupies our 
pew at church, that snored spot where rest, Oh ! dear to 
memory, mothc r and children. T would hope that no very 
untaught, unfeeling beings iill the venerated place. Who 
resides in our mansion in Tremont street? I connect with 
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that no strong emotion of regard, yet I mh it wdl. The 
small parlour was a cool one, and thtte was always room 
enough for real friends. Ma'am P., I am glad to find, is 
proceeding as well as we could expect. We hope she will 
not be to you a^more frequent visitor than convenient, as 
you already have a sufficient number of her description. I 
hear Miss P. is called Elizabeth. I always thought Ma'am 
P.'s ambition would not easily stop in the great object of 
raising Eliza to something above what she has ev» enjoyed 
herself. I had the satisfaction of doing for both more 
than I antidpateil ; and often, when working at empluy- 
ments which, if she had been in the way, would have been 
hers, I have consoled mysdf with thinking I was giving 
her, by the sacrifice, a means of livelihood, honest and' 
respectable. Her xnother has so handsome an interest on 
her money, which she means shall accumulate, that aftor 
leaving her many of our supplies, I made mysdf easy about 
them, and hope she will not intrude on your generosity by 
her accustomed manner of zepres«iting her affairs. I 
retain a grateful recollection of her past services, and 
Greenleaf is preparing a letter for her. I hope her health 
is better for more relaxation, and shall always be glad to 
hear of her welfare and of her children's. 

I beg you, my dear sister, to say to Madam (Coolidge) 
and yoiu" father C, that I frequently think of them and of 
their past kindness. My front chamber is exactly large 
enough to accominodatt' sutli rt'sj)ectable friends; it is the 
whole front of the house, uud has tluee windows. Should 
they journey this way, how welcome would 1 make them to 
the use of it I Say the same to Mr. C. .uul your dear self ; 
and let me look forward to a visit from each of our friends 
iu turn. Now 1 have mentioned the large ehaml)er, I will 
draw for your amusement our house, that is, its ground 
plan, on the other page. 
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For a deseription of our oliiireh and miiurter I refer yoti 
to one contained in tbe N. American Beriewfor Maich, 
1818, in a review of Letters from the Sonth, page 377. It 
will give yon a oorreot and but alightij heightened piotoie 
of onr place of worship. It may possibly serve to amuse 
my dear yonng friends, to whom we all beg our affectionate 
remembrances. Notwithstanding my very moderate en- 
couragement to J. and T. respecting objects calcnlated to 
please them, I do think we have some, independent of the 
Capitol, which with all its faults is a wondeiful woric of art. 
Farewell, my dear sister. I am loth to say fBieweU, even in 
a letter. With love to little Sue from Aunt at Washrngp- 
ton, I am your and her sincere friend, sister and aunt^ 

H. B. 
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ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 

Still in tby right band carrj g«utle peace, 
To rilaiee emriooi toagoM ; be jii«t» and fair Dot; 
Let all the i<uds thuii aiiu'atat Iw thy em iiit tj^ 
Xby God'a, and tratb's. 

Shakespeare. 

With the opening of the snmmer Mr. Bnlfinch may be 
oonsidered to have fully entered upon his new life, and the 
great work which had called him to the capita], the mag' 
nificent bnilding of which General Washington himself had 
laid the original comer^ne. 

That was on September 18, 1793, when the north wing 
was b^run, and the subsequent history of the Capitol, so 
&r as it has been made known, is an inteiestbg chapter of 
our national records. The first volume of the Interna- 
tional Review " (New York, 1874) contains an Ustoneal paper 
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of value, by James Q. Howaid, M. A*, on tiie Architects 
of the American Capitol/' of whkh hnilding he writes: *'It 
seems pn^r ihat we should place in more enduring form 
the history of a structure which, in adaptation to the uses 
and purposes for which it was built, and in architectural 
beauty, grace, and grandeur, is not surpassed by any gov 
emment building in the Old Worid or the New/' 

Here we find described the earliest crude ideas of the 
building, — the first sketch by Thornton ; the controversies 
and disappointments of poor Ilallet, the first architect, who 

had hoped to bind his name witli the rising glory of 
America ; *' the sh^w progress of the work under Hoban & 
Hadfield, delayed by faithless stone-masons and continual 
disjuites; Latrobe biking charge in and having to 

rebuild almost uU that had l)een done before ; the limited 
resources of the goverunu?nt in contrast with the grandeur 
of its ideiis ; the brick, burnt on the spot from the abun- 
dance of clay ; the use of freestone, from the Acquia Creek 
quarries, in the place of a superior stone which it would cost 
more to deliver; then later the beautiful Potomac marbles, 
and the genius of Latrobe, showing itself in designs for 
columns adapted from American products, the tobacco plant 
and Indian corn ; at last, after e%ht years of toil, the fail- 
ure of appropriations with the coming on of war in 1812, 
the British entering Washington in 1814 and burning the 
^ just completed wings, making the Supreme Court room tiie 
especial object of their hafxed, chairs, desks, and other com- 
bustible materiak being piled up there together, in order to 
destroy every vestige of the hall associated with the Chief 
Justice, John Marshall. 

It did, indeed, seem as if, in Mr. WiDard's words, the 
fates had determined that there should never be a com- 
pleted Capitol at Washington. 
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Mr. Latiobe, recalled at the return of peace, began the 
work o£ reetofation, and the north and sontfa wings were 
agun nearly finished at the time of his re^;nation. Mr. 
Bulfinch has described the impression the buildings made 
upon him when he first saw them, — the disconnected 
wings, the rayages of fixe still apparent. It was now his 
task to enter into the labors of others and carry them f oi^ 
vard to successful accomplishment. 

Perhaps the i>eculiar difficulties of this stage of the under- 
taking- icjuld have been met by no one l)t'ttt'r than l)y liini- 
self, for they required in addition to artihtic i|iialiticutions 
tlioso traits wliieh were his by inheritance, and by the 
discipline of his past life, moderation, and firmness of tem- 
per, and that power of dealing with men \Yithout excitin*; 
rivalry whicli is only possible to one whose own ambitions 
are subordinated to the general order. 

The work of completing the wings was first taken up, 
and then that of building the central portion, the area 
which it now occupies being then covered by " a mass of 
earth, rubbisli, and old foundation. The old foundations 
of the basement story were broadened, and the ground floor 
strengthened with arches. The general plans of his prede- 
cessors w^ followed, except in the western projeotion of 
the centre, whidi was constructed after a plan of his own. 
Latrobe designed the Rotunda, but its execution was the 
work of Bulfinch, after drawings by himself. . . . 

''The artistic taste of iKbr. Bulfinch was conspicuously 
shown in his arrangement to remedy a mistake in the loca- 
tion of the building, it having been placed too far west, so 
as to overhang the brow of Capitol Hill, instead of resting 
upon its level summit. The western front thus exhibiting 
a story lower than the eastern, he covered this exposed 
basement with the beautiful semicircular glacis and sloping 
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terraces which render the western approach grand and strik- 
ing in the highest d^ree." 

The Capitol was completed, with the exception of a few 
details easily executed from his plans, when Mr. Bulfinch 
retorned to New England in 1830. For twenty years it 
remained as he left it, until, in 1851, the eminent architect, 
Mr. Walter, was appointed to huild the new wings. The 
changes arising from this extension, together wiih the 
giand dome, of Mr. Walter's design, which crowns the Cap- 
itol to-day, have resulted in a transformation of the build- 
in*;- \\hicli niy grandfather himseli would doubtless be the 
tirst to appliuid. 

Except ioi the above alterations, his work leiuuius sub- 
stantially as it was, and in fact it is still, what Mr. Willard 
has called it, the nucleus and centre of tlie whole. His 
letters suni'i't^st that some chang^es in tlic designs of Mr. 
Latrobe were made by him besides those recorded, but 
what they all were it must be impossible ever fully to know. 
His own dome was higher than Mr. Latrobe's plan, and it 
is noteworthy that the criticism made upon it at tlie time 
was, not that it was too low, but tliat it was too high. 

It is in the western portico, belong^ig to that portion 
which is said by all who are ac^jnainted with the subject to 
have been more his own design than any other part of the 
main building, that we find naturally the most resemblance 
to Charles Bdfinch's early work in New Enghmd. 

The first letter we give is the following one to his 
brothei^iu'law. It is dated in pencil Jannaiy, 1819, but 
the allusions to the Constitutional Convention of 1820 show 
that it belongs somewhat later : — 
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TO J. COOUDQB. 

Mt good Friend, — I6nd by the Boston papers that 
your duties as a member of the Convention are at an end ; 
the session must liave been interestino^, from tlio mass o£ 
talent that composed the assembly, but 1 tliink that they 
even exceeded our great men here in their almnd ujt discus- 
sions. We have not yet received ah aiictai^td uctoinit of 
the amendments adopted ; hope to set? tliem in the Weekly 
Messenger in a few days. My yonn<^ mei), as well as my- 
self, regret that the Convention thougiiL it advisable to 
chanjre the election season, and alter the old established 
usage ; it is so interwoven in the mind of a native Bostonian 
with many of the civile religious and military institutions of 
our fathers that we cannot help fearing that its effect may 
be injurious. 

Congress has done but little up to this time. It seems, 
howev^y determined now to make great efforts at retrench- 
ment, to curtail all the establishments, as much as they will 
possibly bear. A bill for reducing the army has been under 
discussion a fortnight and will soon pass the House, but it 
is very doubtful how far the Senate wiU concur in it. Com- 
mittees are raked to investigate the civil establishments, to 
consider if any offices are superfluous or too highly j>aid, 
and will aim at simplifying the mode of conducting 
business — but I hardly think they will have time to sift 
thoroughly the present system and to digest and adopt a 
new one in the space of G Aveeks, all that remains of the 
present session. In tact, it is enrions for one brought up 
in old Federal principles to observe the jealousy, almost 
approaching to hostility, with which every measure of ad- 
ministration is viewed and commented n|U)n. even now wiien 
the majority are fast friends with the executive, and no 
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special cause for excitement exists, except the temporary 
want of money. I can look back and easily conceive how 
irksome must have been the situation of a member of Con- 
gress a few yean nnce, when party animosities prevailed to 
such a degree that they did not mix in the same company 
and could not take lodgings in the same house. Jealou^ 
of rulers is probably inseparable from republican govera- 
ments, but it is hard that when men, like our heads of 
departments, have been raised by their talents to high sta- 
tions, they should appear as tiie objects ^r the carping and 
caviling of far inferior men. . . . 

1 had proceeded tliiis far when 1 took a stroll into the 
Congress library, and had been there ])ut a few minutes 
before 1 was accosted by a p^entleiuaii. whom I immediatelv 
recollected as Mr. Cu^j^swell. An agreeable lialf hour soon 
passed in inquiries and iufonuation respecting your son and 
Mr. (.\'s travels, and ended in inviting liiin to j)ass the 
Sunday evening en famiUe, which he agreed to, and we 
were gratified at seeing him and Col. Eustis, with Mr. Hall, 
Mr. Bailey and Mr. SimpkinSy a member from South Caro- 
lina. . . . Col. £ustis leaves us in a few days, and has 
offered to convey a parcel to you. I shall make up one for 
him. I send a calender of the present year. It contains a 
variety of information that may be amusing to yon ; among 
other articks you will find in the almanack, at the end, a 
statement of the thennometer for each day of the past year, 
by which you will be able to judge of 1^ climate. The 
frontispiece gives a faint outline of the back view of the 
Capitol. The newspaper contains a report respecting the 
Bepresentatives* HaU. Some members complain that they 
can neither hear nor be heard. This, in most instances, 
arises from their own defects of voice or hearing, for no 
room of its vast size and height would accommodate them 
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better. Its longest diameter u 05 feet^ and its height 60. 
The committee called on me, and I iras obliged to appear 
ready mth my adirice> and to aet as they should directi but 
you will disGiwn that the report discourages the alteratiou, 
and iStas will be the decision. 

I know that you get tho papers at the Insurance office, 
but thoug-lit iL might aumse Betsey and Anna S. to look 
over ^vhat we were doing, and peruse a paper immediately 
from us. Another part of the packet is an envelope to Mr. 
Ffale ; he sends me his weekly paper, and I supply him with 
such documents as are not usually inserted in the papers. 
I will tliank yon to deliver tlieni to him. 

My good wife desires love to yours, and wishes me to say 
that she has of late addressed her letters more j&equently 
to sister Storer than to her^ because she thought they would 
serve to enliven her retirement, and we feel as if our letters 
to any one will be communicated to all our family friends. 

I have lately written to P. 0. Thacher, chiefly on the 
subject of a church commeneing here on liberal principles^ 
for which I must refer you to him. We look for assistance 
from your quarter^ and shall soon make our appeal to Bos- 
ton genefoeity, and have no fear that it will be in vain. 

I find that yon are Ghairnian of the Hospital committee ; 
do inform me how you get on; how does the building 
appear, and what improvement does it make to the neigh- 
borhood? 

Wednesday, Jan. 24. . . . Last evening the Committee 
of the new church met, and requested me to write to Boston 

for advice on the best mode of obtaining assistance. I shall 
address a letter in a day or two to Rev. F. Parkiuan on the 
sul)ject. He knows our circumstances better th.iii any 
other ot" your Clergy- T wisli you to give him your opinion, 
after he has received my letter. With love to Sister and 
family, I am yrs, C. Bulfinch. 
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My grandfather here meiifioii« a Buhject which seems to 
have heen one of his first interests in Washing^n, aside 
from his professional duties^— the establidiment of a Uni- 
tarian chuioh. Coming directly from Dr. IVeeman's min- 
istrations at King's Cluipel, he would naturally be earnest 
to cooperate with those who had such a purpose at heart, 
aud from this time the affairs of the church and its ministry 
are topics tluit Lonstantly otLiir iii the family letters. Dr. 
Chaniiing's famous seruiou preached iu Baltimore a few 
liioiiths later, in May of the same je^ir, at the ordination of 
Jared Sparks, no doubt served to arouse the interest of tlie 
people still more. Tlie church buiidiujj; wai* el ected on liie 
corner of Sixth and D streets, from plans furnished by Mr. 
Bulhneh, and was in the •general style of his New England 
churches. Its lirst minister, Mr. Little, was a valued friend 
of the family, and after his death the officiating clergymen, 
often students just graduated from the Ilarvanl Di\4nity 
School, were sure to find a cordial welcome under their 
roof. 

An anecdote of this period has reached me, from a source 
outside the family, that shows my grandfather's patience 
and serenity of temper. Before tiie church of his own 
faith was built, he was a regular attendant, witii his house- 
hold, upon the preaching of a clergyman who harboted no 
Ukiog for the new movement, and who took pdn. od od. 
especial Sunday to make Unitarians the object of his open 
attack. Those were times .when bigotry and rancor were 
unhappily often found in the pulpit, and were regarded as 
proofs of zeal in the cause of truth and piety. The Bul- 
finches occupied a front pew, where they sat through the 
whole service, covertly watched by their neighbors, who 
never doubted that it was the last time they would ever 
darken the doors o£ that sanctuary, Mr. Buihuch's opinions 
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being so well nndentood as to make the matter a pemmal 
one. To the surprise of all, howeyer, the next Sunday 
found the family again in their ph^es, and no notice was 
ever taken of the bitter words launched against them. 

The bouse which they iirst occupied was exchanged three 
years later for another, whose site is nowhere mentioned, 
but in 1823 they removed to Sixth Street, where they con- 
tinued to live while in Washington. It wiis a modest brick 
iiocise, one of two or ni(;ie that were built in a block. la 
1828 the daughter Susjin writes that '' an Episcop.il cliureh 
is to be placed on tlio lot in the rear of our house, while a 
Methodist meeting-house is to be built just above us." 

They were not wholly nniong stran*»ers on their arrival 
in the city, for Mrs. Buihneh was related through her 
Greenleaf connections to the families of Eliot and Cranch, 
and a delightful intimacy with these and other friends in 
their circle soon grew up. Mr. Bulfinch's position as 
architect of the Capitol, and his personal acquaintance with 
the President and officers of the gOTemment, brought him 
and his wife into agreeable social relations with them. An 
old card of invitation is found among his papen from the 
President and Mrs. Monroe requesting the &vor of their 
company at dinner on Friday next at five o'clock." 

With Mr. Adams he was on terms of friendship, cemented 
by their sympathy on refigions subjected and among his 
other friends in the new liberal movement, besides Judge 
Cranch and Mr. Eliot, were Messrs. Gales and Seaton, ed- 
itors of the " National Intelligencer.** 

The family had hoped and anticipated that their home, 
though unpretendiufj^, nii^-ht become the stopj)ing-place of 
their New England accjuaiutance who journeyed southward. 
The hope was fully realized, and this opportunity of show- 
ing hospitality to old friends and new added a great charm 
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to their Washington life, which evidently was in the main 
a very happy one until the last few months of their stay, 
when it was clouded by the shadow of death. Seveial 
jonmeys are reoorded in these years. One was an aatumn 
visit to the North in 1828, and the following year they 
made an excursion to Richmond. 

Thiee yean after they came to Washington their daugh- 
ter Susan was married to Mr. David A. HaB, in whom a 
congenial and devoted friend was added to their ciide. 
In 1825 the sons Thomas and Greorge — two brothers 
closely nnited in feeliug, and in person strongly resembling 
each other — returne<l together to Boston, to enter upon a 
business life amoiiii lamiJiar scenes. 

Between Apthorp and Gieenleaf a similar intimacy 
existed. They both pursued their studies at the Coluinhiau 
CollegCj and the younjrer of the two, graduating in 1827, 
left home m tiie same year for the Harvard Di%nnity School. 
Apthorp followed family traditions and chose the medical 
profession, joining his brothers in New England the next 
year; and as Francis too, was away, engaged in business 
in New York, the home circle grew small indeed. Charles, 
die eldest son, remained with his parents; and the Halls 
seem to have lived with them a part of the tim^ and later 
to have had a home of their own. 

The family correspondence now increases, and the mother 
especially writes often and tenderly to her absent boys. 
. From tibese many letters a few passages can be selected 
which illustntto die home life and course of events in 
Washington, and here and there touch upon the father's 
employment at the Capitol; but they aie very largely 
devoted to the a&drs of the children themselves, in whose 
every movement and change of place or fortune the parents 
felt the deepest possible interest. 
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The letters we haye are chiefly those to Greenleaf and 
his brother Thomas, but it vould be unjust to infer that 
the other sons, George and Francis and the ^'good CharleSy'* 
did not have an equal share of their solicitude, and there 
was always a peculiar depth o£ tenderness for the shy and 
silent Apthorp. Thomas, although not the eldest son, had 
early showed such a readiness to share his parents* anxieties 
and cares for the rest as to give him a leading place in the 
&niily counseb. In a birthday letter when he was twenty- 
one years old his mother had written: ''I congratolate 
myself, my bdoved son, that no disgrace is attached to your 
entrance upon tiie theatre of life. Yonr birth took place 
when heavy misfortune 0])pre8sed the hearts of your par- 
ents, nor did we look upon even your existence with 
cheerfulness, yet it has been to lus a blessing. ... I l)le8S 
Providence wlio gave you to us, and pray that your course 
may be bright ui every talent and virtue, euliveninij, vour 
path tlirongh this world, and your passage to a better." 
Througli liis father's second loss of fortune he had taken 
up a business life on leaving college, hut it was irksome to 
his taste, and a string of verses is still preserved, written in 
1820, where, with the family facility for rhyme, his Uvely 
genius depicts his thraldom : — 

With tiie moruiug'H earliest ray 

Begins the Lumber tuerubant's day. 

Lumber, Naila^ and GlaM and lime 

DciiiHiid his care, demand \\\s time, 

Ai.il I In" VP him from his bed of down 

i'u iM;our the stteeU aod range tbe town, 

Alert for piuohMee Md sales 

Of Lime and Lnmber, Glam and Naile. 

But if, by chance, protracted slumber 

Keep him frmn TJmr, Glass. Nails and T^nmber, 

In dream!) Liuic, Lumber, N»il:i and GUss 

Before itU tvonbkd eeniee pass, 
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And visions diro of suits ami Jails 
Becal to Lumber, Lime and NoiU. 
What tbo' LiuM, Gkw% KniU «im1 LaiulMr 
All hii kianie bom eneiuiilMr» 
Lumber, Lime aud Nails and Glass 
Make tlip loi»j» days »wift!y p;iss. 
Heavy are Luml)er, NkiIh aud Limu, 
Bat heftvter far b idle time. 
I own that Lumber, Lime aud Xaili 
Seem Ics« fit for nnuils tli.in iiiales, 
And daudy buvks duu't care a dime 
For tons of Lumber, Nails aud Lime ; 
T«t dear to bneks and dear to laasea 
Tiieir loddng and their drinking ^aaMa» 

TIio* ours contain no gen'rous wiuen, 
Kor clad iu bumisli'd silver shines, 
Yet lad and lata diali join oar ohime, 
With Glaaa tmg Lumber, NaOa aad Liina, 

Iuteq)reting, if sucli tlielr w him, 
" Mirror " for hi-r luid " Cup " for him. 
While sage Kxpei*ieuc« bida me number 
All year viztaeo^ Lime and Lnmbar I 
Hius the sage, with looka of gro/t 
CotK'liuks !iis i ul(»p>tic lav : — 
" Would you the glitt'riug ore amass ? 
Stick to Lumber, Nails and GUss ; 
Or to drie honoara elimb ? 
Mount un Lumber, Nails and Lima. 
When perplpxitips encumber 
Have recourse to Lime and Lumber ; 
When fav'riug breaiea All the taila 
Balbut tba bark with Lima and NaOa, 
And sing the pmisc, in varied rhynip. 
Of Lumber, Nails and Glass aud Lime 1 ** 



Betummg again to Mr. Bulfineh's employment under 
government, we find tliat a few years after undertaking 
the work on the Capitol an episode occurred wliich is told 
in the following correspondence : — 
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FBOM i. KL.OAB. 

OmCB or CoMMissioxKR of Pubuc Brn.DrNc^ 
Washinoton, Sept. 30, 1H22. 

Sib, — I have a painful duty to perform. It is that of 
aimoimcing a general leductiou of Salaries, to take place at 
the end of the present year. Subsequently to that period 
youn -will be $2,000 per annum. 

Vety respectfully, 

Your most obt* svt. 

J. Eloab, Com. P. B. 

TO JOBV gVINCT ADAMS. 

Jamiarv 25, 1823. 

Sir, — I must lieiT you to excuse me for again soiK'itin<j: 
attentiuu to a subject which interests me very nearly, tiie 
proposed reduction of my salary. I have lati ly applied to 
the Attorney General, wlio iiit'ornis nie that tlic subject lias 
not been mentioned to hiui bv the President ; and that if it 
should be, he is so overwhelmed in business, that he will 
not be able to pay attention to it, but in course, after other 
affairs already committed to him. 

I would respectfully suggest that, having received notice 
of the honour of my appointment immediately from your 
hand, I have been happy in considering myself more 
directly connected vith the department of State and under 
your protection. The offer of a salaiy of $2,500 was my 
inducement for quitting a place where I was well established, 
and a numerous and respectable acquaintance, for a resi- 
dence with strangers, and an employment ol great respon^ 
sibility. I have heard no complaint against my personal or 
professional conduct} and have reason to believe that they 
have been satisfactoiy to (lie various Comnuttees of Con- 
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grreaa widi whom I have been connected, and to the 
membeiB generally. My stile o£ living is prudent and 
economical; but as the sum I have received is not more 
than sufficient for the wants of a huge f amily> the necessity 
of retrenchment will be irksome and humiliating ; nor can 
I think it required from the ciroumstances of the times, or 
proper at the close of so great a work as the Gi^itol of the 
United States, which will probably be completed in two or 
three years more. 

It is due to myself to remark, that my salary has never 
etiLialled that given by the States of Virginia, Noitli and 
South CaroHna, to theii" civil engineers ; and that Col. 
Baldwin, the superintendant of the canal to unite the 
Susquehannah and Schuvlkil, receives ^4,000 per auuuui. 
The amount paid me is the same which Mr. Latrohe 
received, and he was allowed, at the same time, to conduct 
two larg^ and prolitable works at Baltimore, while niy 
whole time is devoted to my duties here, without any other 
source of additional income. 

Under these circumstances, I most respectfully request 
your influence, that the Commissioner may he directed to 
continue my salary at its original amount, eitln r on the 
plea of an implied contract, in my understanding of the 
subject, or in any other manner which you shall think best 

I have the honour to be, 

with great respect, 

yr. obed. Ser*. 

PBESIDENT MOmtOE TO ATTOBIIKT-QBIIEKAL WntT. 

J«MMy 3I| 1828. 

Dbab Sib, — I send yon a paper, the claim of Mr. 
Bulfinch, which will not require five minutes* attention. 
The question involved in it is whether the invitation to him 
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to come hm at a gmn salaiy fonned a oontmct not to be 
altered, supposing his conduct to be eoriect> until the Capi- 
tol shotild be finished ? 

I wish an immediate answer^ as I promised one ou my 
part this morning. 

J. M. 

ATTOKNKY-GENKBAL WXia lO I'liliiilDENT MOXUOE, 

Jau^ 31", 1823. 

Sib, — I am of opinion that Mr. Adams* letter of 4th 
December. 1817, and Mr. Bulfinch's answer thereto, make 
a contract between the goTeroment and that individual, 
which is unalterable I y the mere wiU of either paity, as i£ 
it had been, instead of a salary, a contract for a fixed sum 
to be paid for the whole work. I have the honour to 
remain, Sir, very reepeotfully, 

Your obed. serv. 

W" WiET. 

My grandfather 'writes, two years later, — 

WAsatMOTOK, JniM IftEB. 

Deab Thos., — Your attention to keep us informed of 
your own movements, and of amusing topics of a pubKc 
nature, deserves our thanks, and ought to meet with suit- 

abltt returu troni us ; but you know that this is our season 
of lanc^uor and inactivity. The lieiit deprives us <»[ all 
jiuwer of exertion, except what is required to perfonn our 
daily duties a succession of 18 or 20 days of heat Iroiu 
80 to leaves us no cause to rejiret that we did not 
undertake the journey we (nice tiiouLi^lit ot ; for under such 
circumstances I <lo not know liow your mother or myself 
could have borne the fatij^-ue. You expect us to pve you 
the news of this place we have but little to communicate ; 
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a Launch which I did not attend, but which is well spoken 
o( and a military muster for to-monrow, which our young 
men are complaining of, are our principal public events. 
Your friend J. C. has not yet appeared with his hride^ but 
we are expecting them hourly, and perhaps we shall have 
the pleasure of seeing them before I dose this. 

Our papers give us extracts of accounts of the Bunker 
hill celebration, but we have not yet seen any complete, 
detailed account ; from what we can judge, you Bostonians, 
lovers of jiuiade. must liave hud enough to content you on 
this occasion, and not only so, but full scope must have 
been aflForded for the most lionourable feelings and senti- 
ments, Hiid wliile these have tlieir proper infiiKiice, we will 
excuse a little puiiing. I have been disposed myself to 
shoulder my crutch in relating the events of the day, which 
are perfectly fresh in memory as they took place when I 
was a school-boy. I perceive by the papers that the com- 
mittee has not approved of any one of the designs o^red 
for the monument, and that they have agreed to get up 
something of the Obelisk kind. I felt as much of an im- 
pulse as the heat of the weather would allow to attempt a 
design myself, but upon reflection have abandoned the idea. 
An obelisk may be executed much cheaper than a column, 
but to meet the high raised expectations of the publiok it 
must be very large and lofty ; and is singly, of itself, a very 
^ uninteresting figure ; built only of plain courses of stone it 
will require to be accompanied by CoUonades or groups of 
sculpture to make it an honourable qiecimen of the arts ; 
and from tlie estimates tliat I have been able to make, I 
cannot conceive that the funds are equal to one half of the 
necessary expense. I see, however, by the in8crn>tion on 
the plate, that Mr. Paris is stated to be architect;^ by which 

* Hx. Solomon Willard's plau were fiaaiXj seleeted. 
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I judge ihat some general oudmea o£ a design have been 
adopted. I shall look to you to furnish me with a de- 

scriptiou when attainable and a copy o£ Mr. Webster's 
address. . . . 

Our work at the Capitol proceeds but slowly, owing- to 
delay of contractors in delivering the lai-ge bloc Iv^, for col- 
umns. We have received only ^ tliis season, wliicii are 
raised into their places, and must have 7 more before the 
much talked of Pediment can be commenced. With re- 
spect to the ornament proposed to decorate this, the artists 
in c^eneral feel much disappointed ; about 30 persons pre- 
sented 3(> designs, some well and others badly executed, but 
none answering the President's idea of a suitable decoration 
for a legislative building. He disclaimed all wish to exhibit 
triumphal cars and emblems of Victory, and all allusions to 
heathen mythology, and thought diat the duties of the 
Nation or its Legislators should be expressed in an obvious 
and intelligible manner. Aft^ several attempts, the fol- 
lowing has beoi agreed upon : a figure of America occupies 
the centre, her right arm resting on the shield, supported 
by an altar or pedestal bearing the inscription Jtdy 4, 1776, 
her left hand pointing to the figure of Justice, who, with 
unveiled face, is viewing the scales, and the right hand pre- 
senting an open scroll inscribed OmsHtufionf March ^, 
1789 ! on ^e left of the principal figure is the eagle, and 
a figure of Hope resting on her anchor, with face and 
right hand uplifted, — the whole intended to convey that 
while we cultivate Jnsfioe we may hope for success. The 
figures are bold, of 9 feet in heij^lit, and gracefully drawn 
by Mr. Persico, an Italian artist. It is intended that an 
appropriate inscription shall ex})lain the meanni<r aiul moral 
to dull comprehensions. I have given you the above, wliich 
you may speak of, but T wish it not to be put in print, as 
the subordinate parts are still subject to alterations. 
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While I am engaged with models of ideal personages in 
stone, you are becoming acquainted with a ciiele o£ real 
beauties, [so] that we should fear for your heart only that 
we know the force of contrsxy attractions will counteract 
each other, and ensure your safety. We hope lor a letter 
to give us the domestic detail, as I may call it, of the 17th, 
in which I presume you bore a part with Cousins from the 
east and west, . . . 

I have kept open thin uutil Saturday evening, and see 
nothing of J. C. We cannot now expect him before Tues- 
day in the r^ular course of stages. 

Yrs. a&'ectiouately. 

In a letter written two days earlier to Thomas, bis 
mother makes these references : — 

We f^o on much as usual. Papa rides every day, almost, 
up the bill, and has nearly settled a design for the Pedi- 
ment. ... I must not describe it till it is more complete. 
I wish your &ther would furnish a plan for the Obelisk, 
and feel convinced he ooold jdeaae the oommittee, if he 
were to try his hand. 

The next winter she writes to the sons : — 

The papers will show you we have had an alarm of fire at 
the Ca[)itul, and connderable disorder introduced into the 
elegant Library, but 'tis treated as not of much conse- 
quence, and no doubt will soon be repaired, though the 
carpet. 1 am told, which cost 1.000 dollars, is almost 
ruiiuuL Yonr ;;ood father has felt eoncemed and anxious, 
as he is very reasonably proud of that room. This seems 
to be a sad time for fires everywhere. 
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FROM MRS. BULFINCH. 

October 19\ 1826. 

Dkak Thomas, — This day our citizens are cele])ratinof 
ihe funeral honours to the memory of the departed Presi- 
dents. Your father and hrothers have «^one to the Capitol 
to listen to Mr, Wilt's Eidorry, wluK Susan and I, upon 
the invalid list, are seated in our Uttie back chamber, the 
ivindow of which commands a good view of the hilL. A 
long line of procession has just moved up the broad avenue 
north of the Capitol ; the flash of the cannon we plainly 
see, a minute before its hea^-y sound meets the ear. Before 
I olose my letter you shall be informed how the oration 
goes off. . . . 

What follows is in her husband's hand : — 

of course^ continue the subjeot Much has been 
expected from the peifotmanoe of Mr. Wirt» though all 
were aware of the difficulties he had to encounter. Being 
a member of the Cabinet would make an exalted euloginm 
of Bfr. Adams appear like s^rile adulation of the present 
head of the government, and it was well known that his 
predilections, botli personal and political, were in favour of 
Mr. Jelierjson. Mr. Wirt has gratified and deliohted a 
most crowded auditace for the space of 2] hours, in an 
unceasing How of lauguaoe. eloquent and not verbose, 
delivered Avithout once referring to notes, in his easy and 
gentlemanly manner. He alluded to the early history of 
Massachusetts and its constant struggles to maininin its 
rights, as having had a great influence in f orming the bold 
and energetic character of Adams, and did ample justice to 
the characters of the patriots of the North ; while the more 
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aetded snbmiarion to English rule in Viiginia gave Mr. 
Jefferson in early life the opportunity to cultivate his taste 
for general science. He continued a diseriminating view 
of these two great men in all fhe relations of their long 
and aettve lives ; often nstng to passages of great force 
and beauty. I do not pretend to follow him even in a 
sketch. The performance will undoubtedly be printed, 
when I will send you a copy. I must, however, mention 
tlie most delightful description which he gave of the retired 
life of Jefferson, of his residence at Monticello, and of the 
channs of his manners and society. In fine, T w;is afraid 
that so many disconrses on this subject had been delivered 
that not much more could be expected tlian aa hackneyed 
repetition, but Mr. W. has haj){)ilY executed his perform- 
ance and thrown round it an air of originality. 

[Continaed by Suaan.] 
Dear Brother, — A visitor unexpectedly callinnr obliged 
Papa to lay down the pen. . , . We are all much in our 
old state when commencing cool weather; sometimes a fire 
in the chimney, pnss on the rug ; sometimes open windows 
' and flowers blooming. The other day we had a visit from 

an old college acquaintance of yours, Mr. Francis^ the 
Reverend, of Watwtown. He preached here and gave 
great satisfaction. He spoke with regard of you, and 
expressed a wish to renew hu acquaintance. His wife was 
with him, a lovely woman of sweet manners. Yon ought 
to call and see them. Mamma wished me to mention them 
to you. 

As we have said before, the family enjoyed the visits of 
a number of New England friends while at the capital, and 
among; these were their good friends the Higginsons, of 
Cauibridge. The winter of 1826-27 was marked by an 
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event of uniuiial interest to the young people. A lovely 
visitor came to them firom HalloweU, in Maine, their consin 
Harriet Yaughan, a girl of rare attiactionsy whose four 
monUiaV stay made a deep impression, not only on the 
susceptible hearts of her young men relatives, but on the 
■whole family circle. This cousin, their pride and delight 
through the rest of her life, too early cut short, and whose 
name was cherished for long years, married after her return 
to the North our well-known writer Jacob Abbott, find 
l)« ( ime the mother of several sons of distinctioD, among 
tlu'in Dr. Lyman Abbott, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Ill the sprinpf, when the yonngest son leaves for Cam- 
bridge at the same time that Harriet goes home, we find 
his father supplying him with directions for his journey, 
and the selections which follow from the numerous home 
letters reflect the varied and busy family life, and mention 
a few of the friends around them : — 

fVOM MBS. BULilKCU TO S. Q. BULFINCB. 

Wasbiiiotow, ApcQ 17, 1827. 

Dbab GiUEENLBAF, — Thinks I to myself, Stephen will 
by this time beg^ to wish for a letter from home, when, 
having seen all that tiie country afforded, and the great 
cities also, and gone through meeting with brothers and 
friends, he will siiy or think, I wish I could know how 
my old companions are in 6th St." Well then, my dear 
boy, I am happy to sfiy we are well, rejoicing in the good 
weather you have had for your journey, and tlie favorable 
accounts your letters convey to us. You have been very 
good to inform us from Philadclj»lii i and from New York 
of your proceedings. We now siiuU ^va^t with some Impa- 
tience for an account of your reception by your Boston 
friends and afterwards by your Cambridge ones. All, 
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every word, wOl be more dearly valued tHaii I can describe. 
Do, tben, write soon, and partieuUrly aboat yoimelf. We 
bave Been but litde of your friend Edward since yon went, 
and suppose be does not love to come wbere be would miss 
yonr sweet Cos. and self. He has^ however, seen your 
letter. Apthorp carried it to bim. Yon are probably by 
this time initiated in the rules of your new College, have 
been introduced to your father's friend, the excellent and 
auiiable Mr. Higginsoii. I am sure you will like him. 
Tell us all your feelings and impressions. The beauties of 
Cambridge must be new to you. I almost envy yon vour 
pleasure when one fine object after another meets your eyes. 
You must not exi>ect such pleasure to be lasting. The 
novelty will be over, and then comes sober application to 
study, but as you love employment and hterary competition, 
you will still have much to interest you. On Sunday 
morning I found myself very lonesome, missing my usual 
oocnpation. I saw more of you on that good day than any 
otber. But I dashed away a childish, or rather, motherly 
tear, and thought of your happy prospects. I have no 
news for you but the old story that we all love yon very 
much, and talk of yon very much. Thomas and Geoige 
are, no doubt, gfaid to see yon. So aie yonr Aunts and 
Uncles. I commit you, my beloved child, to the care of 
your Heavenly Father and to the friendly assistance of 
tboae relatives, and am as ever 

Yr. truly affectionate Mother. 

PBOM MBS. BULPINCH TO S. O. BULFINCH. 

Jttue 14, 1827. 

Dkak Grkenleaf, — We were gratified yesterday when 
old Robert returned from the post office with your nice 
long lettter of the 7th in his hand, and to-day bringing 
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dear Thomas's of the 8th. I befiere it really pleases the 
faithful creature to be the instrument of procuring us so 
much satisfaction. Yours bespeaks your content and com- 
fort, except a few natur.il loiii;iui^s and yearnings towards 
home, and those, even we would not desire you to be freed 
from entirely. . . . 

And so you joined tlie gay throng on Election day. 
This always brings nie back to old times, when I was 
young, and lived in the very midst of those celebrations of 
the sovereign people, the merry, noisy rabble, who began 
the day with lively hilarity, and ended it in stupid intem- 
perance and quarrels. . . . 

You ought to see how nicely our (Sty Hall ground looks 
now, enclosed with a fence, young trees planted round, and 
within sowed with oate and grass, beginning to look graen 
and smooth. I never saw any such space in the city so 
suddenly altered and improved. 

At this moment, a noise assaOs my ear. Oar neighbor 
Mauro's black boy is beating the ibjing pan to collect a 
swarm of bees. Sad music he makes, but I am almost at 
the end of my letter, or I should scold at the discordant 
sound. Apthorp has just come in, and refreshed himself 
with some cherries. Apropos , Mr. Hall saw at market 
tiie other morning, cherries, strawberries, gooseberries and 
currants, raspberries, mulberries, whortleberries. Small 
pears and ripe apples from Carolina were seen to-day. Tliia 
is a most productive season. 

VBOM JOHN AFTHOBP BUUIKCH. 

June 21, 1827. 

Dkak G., — I am seated at the new window in Sister's 
chamber, enjoying a refreshing breeze which has sj)rung up 
after a pretty warm day. The view, though I suppose not 
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80 rich and varied as the one you maj be at this moment 
surveying horn, your window at the eaat^ is, I will venture 
to say^ not less extensive. Looking over Mrs. Cook's houae^ 
the mention of which may reeatt to you many a gingerhtead 
association^ I have a glimpse of the river and the opposite 
hanks at that point, very distant. Further west appears 
the Mansion House, and the high hilb are seen, eztendiDg 
along the other side of the river. 

Our street looks very handsomely, now that the trees are 
in tlu'ir richest dress. 

Last Tuesday evening Miss liarbour had a party, to 
which she honoiireil the Messrs. BuJiinch with an invitation. 
Charles and i went ;iri ordlntrlv. We found a collec- 
tion of young ladi* s — tlie Miss beatons. Miss iilake, and 
many others whom i iiad never seen before. There was 
rather a deficieuey of beaux. Your ehum William Poor I 
met. He has grown very tall, and is a handsome young 
man, and very pleasant. He joined the company of Wash- 
ington Guards, in their late visit to Baltimore, and it is 
said was the admiration of tiie whole corps. I am going 
this evening with Lin d sly to see the Eliots. By the by — 
Dawes has gone to Baltimore lately. He went on a fine 
little horse of his own, which he purchased a short time 
agfo. He rides every morning from sunrise till breakfast 

time. I do not think, dear G ^ that you need ever feel 

homesick, for you are always at home in our thoughts. 

July 4, 1827, his mother writes to Greenleaf to give 
away his light coat, if he does not need it, to some lad who 

may want it more than he does. ''Farewell, dear G ; 

just received a nice letter from H. V. She is a dear girl, 
and there is more tliau one here that thinks so." 
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TROM 808AN TO QBEEKLBAF. 

July 6, 18S7. 

, . . That Tenenible person Unde Robert lias been, and 
returned emptj^banded from the Post Office. I should 
think he could go in bis sleep, so regular and constant is 
his march, at 12, each day. * . . We have had some wann 
times here. The weather was warm by day and by ni^ht 
The people were warm about the 4th of July. Papa is 
warm when he waUcB, or rather «m78, up and down the 
passage, with his calico gown unfurled, endeavouring to 
catch the slightest breeze, and at last settling in meek de- 
spair ill the porch. Mamma is i^uite warm all the time, but 
chiefly at te<i-time. 

TO OBEENLEAF FBOM HIS MOTHEE. 

Sept. 29. 

Dr. Lowell has Leen here two Sundays, and won the 
hearts of our people by km piety and sweetuess of manuerb. 

Dec. 6th. 

Mr. Spragne brought us pleasant letters from your 
Aunt V. and Harriet. They are in health, that is, Aunt 
much better, and H. quite well. Your kind Uncle sent 
us two barrels of nice apples, and H. V. several pretty 
little tokens of r^ard, such as card racks for visiting cards 
to place over the mantel piece, made most ingeniously of 
paste board, covered with beautiful shdls; and a nice cap, 
worked by her own self. These were for Sister; to me, 
she sent two pretty drawings of flowers and butterflies. I 
wish, dear S., you were sometimes here, to sit round the fire 
and eat your apples with your brothers of an evening, and 
chat away the hour before retiring to rest. The time may 
come when we shall be reunited. At any rate I think you 
will enjoy seeing Apthorp next Spring. 
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MM. BUUmiGH TO 6. O. BTTLFINCH. 

Dec. 16* W27. 

... I cannot help paying^ a passing tribute of respect 
and esteem to Mr. Motte in tliis part of my letter. I have 
just returned from chnrch, where we have heard him deliver 
an excellent discourse upon the inefficaey of prayer without 
a proper course of life. He has gained upon our regards 
every time we have heard him> and we^ with all our people, 
relinquish him with genuine regret. We have witnessed 
to-day the first baptismal oeremony ever performed in our 
chureh. Mrs. Poor, with her two children aod her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Webb, with two infants, came forward to the 
table, and a short ocar^ouy and a prayer foUowed. I was 
much pleased, as I reverence the old custom, and think 
it highly useful to all the mothers and children present^ 
besides those immediately concerned. 

. . . When you see your dear Aunt Storer, let her see 
. this letter. Susan reeeived her kuid one about a week 
^ since. Thanks for its contents. They show her in better 
health than usual. I would write to her by this opportunity, 
but short days and vanous eng^ageuients seem to take up all 
my time. Your Aunt will recollect tlie daughters of Mrs. 
Van der Neuvillc, Mrs. Hamilton and her sister Mrs. luger- 
sol. Mr. I. is member of Congress from the State of Con- 
necticut. The ladies and their husbands are here, and I 
feel a wish to be friendly with them. Calls haye passed 
and invitations for tea and evming sent and accepted. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. came, but her sister was prevented by the 
illness of one of her children. She has four witii her. We 
invited a few of the members, and had a pleasant evening- 
We admire Mrs. H., indeed it is no difficult matter to love 
her, she is so amiable and agreeable. We talked oy& 
family affairs, and the sympathy for your Unde Apthoip's 
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misfortunes gave a topic which engaged us very much. 
We all feel affected by your Uncle's late letter, wherein he 
says Leonard was quite calm m his kst hours, said it was 
^ all right, and he willing to go." Is not this a circum" 
stance of real oomfort? To be willing to go is si^g 
much. Our affections must he weaned &om this strange, 
fluctuating world, and ready to enter with hope into a 
better. All I desiie is that when my time anives» it may 
find me in this happy state of mind, willing to go." 

Jan. 14^ 1828. 

. . . How have you passed your fortnight's vacation ? 
I wish 3'ou could have spent it with us. We have had one 
gratification of iate in hearing Mr. Secretary Southard's 
oration hefore the (Joluuibian Institute, which would have 
been cjinte to your fciste. Your sister and myself rode up 
to the hill oarlv enough to call on Mrs. Cranch. T then 
went with her to make a call on Mrs. Eliot of the hill, a 
lady whom our old friend the mathematician married about 
five months since. She seems to be an agreeable woman, 
and well qualified to make a pleasant home to him and his 
sons. We then went to the Capitol. We admired the 
high finish of the Rotunda, the western steps and the dr- 
cular terrace, which you may remember to have seen b^^ 
before yon left us. On its top is a fine walk, and it is, as 
a whole> much commended by strangers. If you wish to 
see one of your father's reports on the work, Thomas can 
lend it you, or George, as he sent one to each of them. 

A letter of March 22, 1827 (or, 1828) gives a glimpse 
of theb social life. It is to Thomas from hk mother : — 

. . . Last ev^ung we all went by invitation to tea at 
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Judge CnuK'h's ; met a rather lar^-e circle. . . . There were 
plenty ot memhers of Congress, one or two befits, and a 
Bishop Chase of Ohio. . . . He is a iiohle lookint^ sou of 
the Church, handsome and easy in his mauuers. He is 
here to petition Congress to give him a township of laud 
to assist him to establish a college in Ohio. His building 
is now nearly up, and he is as entimsiastie as good men 
usually are, when engaged in any scheme of what they 
think great usefulness. He spent an evening here lately, 
giving us an interesting account of his visit to Eng- 
land. . , . 

We spent our evening at the Judge's in the usual wtSkr 
ing«hout manner; two musical instrumentSy one in esch 
room. ... At half-past ten, papa and 1, arm in arm, 
walked homeward, the moon shining sweefly, and the 
weather such as you have in June. 

Mr. Blanchard was then preaching for them, with Mr. 
Stetson, of Medford, to come next. " We admire them all 
in turn," Mrs. Bulfinch writes. Of her own kiml lelations 
to the young diviuity students her sou writes a Uttie 
later: — 

... I am trulv glail to hear how well you and brother 
Putnam [afterwards Dr. Putnam, of Roxhur}'] like each 
other. I must (whether it be good faith or no) extract a 
couple of lines from his letter. I drank tea," says he, 
*' with your mother this evening, I felt as if I were by 
the nde of my own good mother. She seems the mi^er 
of all good hoys in the world.*' 

Mrs. Bulfinch writes on December 20, 1828 : — 

. . . Your father is well» and quite satisfied with ihe 



AMCHITECT OF THS CAPITOL 261 



manner his year's work is spoken of by the members of 

Congiess. Yet he may not have anything fioin tlieiu to 
do next year. However, we leave that concern, as we 
ought to all that is connected with us, to uu overruUng 
Providence." 

Tlie liealth of their daughter, Susan Hall, had heen 
always lelieate. She was fond of the mild cHiuale of 
Washington, and had been tlie better for her life there, 
but as the spring of 18liU came on she failed rapidly, and 
died before the end of May. Her parents met the bereave- 
ment with that religious trust and elevation of character 
which distinguished them, but her mother wrote, "Tlus 
event makes a chasm in our circle which we shall per( ei\ e 
while we remain here. We do not yet know what efieet 
it will have on our future detetminationB. I feel as if 
nothing here can reconcile me to remain long separated 
htm. New England ties," and all realized that one of the 
strongest reasona for a continued residence in Washington 
had heen ranoved* The way for a return seemed opening 
also in another direction. 

By tlie completion of his great work, die Capitol of the 
United States, Ilfr. Bulfineh's employment under govern" 
ment was drawing to its close. Early in the summer of 
this year, and a month after his daughter's death, he 
received a conuuunication not wholly unexpected from the 
Com mission er of Public Buildings, which we give below, 
together \idth the words of the architect in reply, addressed 
to President Jackson, and the President's response : — 
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FROM J. £LGAR. 

Washincton, June 25, 1829. 

Sir, — I am directed by the President to inform yon 
tliat the offioe of Architect of the Capitol will tenmnate 
with the preeent montL 

Respectfully I remain 

Your faithful and obt. Svt. 

J. Elgak. 

MEUOIOAI. TO VBB8IBENT JACKSOIT, ON CLOSE OF MT 8ERTICES. 

The Commissioner of Pultlic Buildiuiis has <riv(Mi infop- 
nmtion that the PresidcMit of tlu- United Status has directed 
that the ofhce of Architcn-t of the Capitol should cease at 
the ekvse of the present month. 

From the tenor of tlie law of the last session T was pre- 
pared for the termination of my employment ^vhen the 
work now in baud should be complete, and supposed from 
the assurances of the committee of Congress u|)on tlie 
public buildings, that I should be retained until the last of 
September. 

I am apprehensive that the Commissioner has been more 
forward than bis duty required, in stating the propriety of 
my immediate dismissal. It is true that my services are 
not so indispensably necessaij as at many other stages of 
the work, and that T have arranged all the plans, and pro- 
gress has been made in preparing materijils. But there are 
yet several portions of the work in hand, and one of pir- 
ticnlar weight and massiveness, which require the superiu- 
tendance of an Architect. 

T ropfrot fliat the Coiiiniissloiifr's statemont hiis been 
acted iqion without affording me an oppoilunitv of ex]>la- 
uation. I feel grateful for the liberal iuilulgence with 
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irhich mj laboun have been leeeived; I wish to dose tbem 
honourably, and not to carry witb me, by leaving work in 
an unfinished atatei the impression of censure by an abrupt 
dismissal. 

I most respectfully suggest, that if the President should 
think proper to recall his orders, and continue my employ- 
ment for another quarter, it would ensure the right execu^ 
tion of the work \ it would gratify my feelings, in closing 
my labours, with satbfaction, and my time would be at the 
command of the Government to visit the Navy hospital at 
Norfolk, if the pubhc service should seem to letiiiire it, uiitl 
to inuke inquiry into its actual situation, and rejwrts of the 
proceedings there as niisfht lead to more correct prosecution 
of those distant works in future. 

The above is respectfully submitted to the ( onsideration 
of the President of the United SUites, by one who feels a 
pride in his profession, and who would regret the appear- 
ance of censure, more than the loss of the emoluments of 
office. 

With great reqfMct, 

Charles Bulfinch, 

Architect of Capitol U. S. 

June 27, 1829i 

FROM PRESIDENT JACKSON. 

Wabhihotom, June 27, 1829. 
Sib, — Your note of this morning has been received. ^ 
As the law under which you have been employed makes 
the period of your sendees depend upon their necessity, it 
became the duty of the President, as soon as he was advised 
that tlie public buildin*;s had so far advanced as no longer 
to require them, to notify you accordingly. But it was for 
from his intention in so doing to manifest the slightest dis- 
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approbation of the manner in which you had dischaiged 
jour dutiefl. The auperintendent of the buOdinga had 
reported that tiiey were so far advanoed as not to require 
the employment of the architect. Of course ihe President, 
whose duty it is to guard agiiinst a wasteful e]^nditure of 
the public money, was bound to direct his discharge. 

Your suggestion in regard to the work at Norfolk will 
receive the most respectful consideration. 

Your obt. servt. 

AlfDKEW JaCKSOH. 

It would appear that my i^raiulfather's request to be 
allowed to complete his work was granted, from the allu- 
hIOIl^ we find ill letters written later in the bummer. He 
writes to Thomas on August 3, 1829 : — 

" I have executed my commission to Norfolk and handed 
in my report ; the Sec'y of the Navy has, however, been 
absent till within a few days, and so occupied since his 
return that the hospital subject could not be attended to. 
I have seen hun, and he understinds that I hold myself in 
readiness for his orders. I may be sent again to Norfolk, 
but do not expect that I shall be wanted to fix there. We 
frequently talk over the subject of future movementB. 
Sometimes we strongly incline to take lodg^gs immediately 
at Cambridge, while at others it strikes us as more advisable 
not to make the change, as Winter is coming on, but to 
remain here till Spring, which would give me a chance of 
seeing if anything would occur in Congress to give employ- 
ment in another season." 
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TO THOMAS BULVIMCH FBOM BIS MOTHER. 

August 21, 1829. 

... As to ourselve-s, «iltliougli the Government may 
suspend or cut off our pay, yet you nm-t recollect 1 in- 
formed you we are not left unprovided. Yoiu" father 
assures nie he ean contniue hou>>ekeeping this winter casil//, 
es])eeially if our two gentlemen, Charles and Mr. II., hoard 
with os^ which they wish to do. And even after that we 
can save up something to continue along our own support 
without gI^ing you any concern about us. Thus you see 
I am calcnhiluig upon remaining as we are. At the Hos- 
pital, there are enough to go on with the work, though it 
may possibly happen your father will undertake to overlook 
them by going down to Norfolk once or twice during the 
winter. As yet nothing of the kind is settled. If this 
should be the case, I am pleased to think I have been once, 
and have seen that it is easy and pleasant enough to go 
there by a good steamboat in 24 hours, to the wharf in 
Norfolk, and a safe tow-boat which crosses the river contin- 
ually carries one to Portsmouth, opposite the city, to the old 
fort, wliere the Hospital stands, and where Capt. Wheeler, 
elcik of the works, and his agreeahle ludy, are ready to 
pfrforin all the duties of hospitality. Tn this way the toni- 
in<^ season mav wear away, but next Spring I do hope 
bomethnig may cn-cur to justify us in returing to live with 
those whom it is most natural to love and associate with. 
. . . Tiie church is one of those concerns we wish to leave 
settled and prosperous whenever we take our departure. 
... 1 will conclude by a request of your father, viz : 
that you will send us, by an early opportunity, i a quintal 
of good salt fish. We find it difficult to procure any toler- 
able ones here. 
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In regard to the church, we find that a letter was written 
hv Mr. Bulfinch in May, addressed to Greenleaf at the 
Duiiaty School, and setting forth the reasons why the 
society had adopted the lueasiire of bending agents North to 
collect jiiuiiey trom their friends. 

Since the death of Mr. Little, an event wliii li he had 
feared woidd disperse them, the menihers of the sotietv had 
kept t()<j^ether beyond his expectations, bnt they had heen 
unfavorably affected by several c^iuses. The change of 
administration had deprived them of some valued members. 
Other churches had been built in thdr neighborhood. 
Their debt o£ six thousand dollars was a heavy drag upon 
them. It wag secured by mortgage upon tlie pro|)erty, but 
the interest was a burden which reduced tlieir little re- 
sources, and disoouroged others from joining them. The 
Rev. Mr, Bigelow was about to leave^ having been with 
them seven months, but finding the outlook uniavorable to 
a permanent settlemrat. 

^' Under these circumstances our people hate been roused 
to exertion, and have subscribed about one third of the 
amount of the debt, to he paid when the residue shall have 
been obtained elsewhere. 

Our agents are going on to make an attempt for our full 
relief. It is not intend^ that they shall apply to a few rich 
men for large sums, bnt that they shall endeavour to make 
ours a connnon cause ^vith all the friendly churches ; asking 
for small hut numenms suhscriptions, and if only 150 dol- 
lars can be collected, or 200 at niost, on an average, from 
each society, the object can be efleeted without burthen to 
any one. They intend to begin with Mr. Motte's sotiely, 
anil proceed regularly through Boston to Salem, calling on 
friendly clnuclies by the way. 

I have been thus particular, to enable you to explain 
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the wants of the Chaich, the nature o£ the effort now mak- 
ing, and our hopes o£ a favourable result, and wkh you 
to diow this to Mr. Higgiuson, Uncle Coolidge and your 
broiheiSy not to excite them to any groat exertion in this 
cause, but to explain why the society has looked to me for 
advice and direction, and which, from my situation and 
standing among them, I have not been able to refuse." 

At the present day the Unitiirian society in Washing- 
ton, having survived the perplexities and trials of its early 
years and oi many later ones Jis well, is establiblit'd in a 
handsome modern building, known as All Souls' Church," 
with a good degree of prosfjeiity. Its bell, cast in the 
foundry establislu^d bv Paul lievere, is said to have tolled 
the death knell ot John Brown of Harper's Ferry. The 
old church where it lumg at the time of that event, and 
the one designed by Mr. Bulhuch, is still standing, though 
deprived of its cupola and now used for a police court 
house. 

A penitentiary was also built in Washington by the 
architect during his residence there. Of this, the two 
wing^ still remain, and are used as officers* quarters, con- 
nected with the artilleiy barracks. The main building was 
taken down some years ago, to give additional area to the 
parade ground. 

Mr. BuMnch writes to Greenleaf on March 5, 1830: — 

^ Our destination is yet undecided. I may have employ- 
ment in this city or in Philadelphia for one more summer, 
but this is uncertain. The Building Committee have unani- 
mously reported in favour of allowing me a sum for extra 
services and expenses of removal." 

On the 23d of the same month he sends a letter giving 
his formal sanction to the son's plan for spending a year 
as a preacher in Georgia, with advice as to care of health, 
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manners, mingling in society, etc., and expressing lus con- 
fidence in the high principlee of the youth, while warning 
him against temptation. His tone o£ nnqueatiDned au- 
thority has a sound that k now unfamiliar to our ears. He 
concludes:^ 

^' You have, however, as yet, been among partial friends, 
and are now for the first time to mix with strangers. . . . 
You will be called upon to defend and explain yoor pe- 
culiar religfious opinions, and you should do so, clearly 
and openly, but witibont severity and sarcastic reproaches 
against otliers, and if they revile, let it pass, but revile not 
again." 

Their own church was now hoping — though the hope 
proved vain — to secure a young preacher of great al)ilitv. 
the friend of Emerson and the Transcendentalists, and wlio 
was destined to liccoine recopiizcd as the ]>rofoundest spirit 
of tlie Unitarian movement on tliis side the Atlantic, Dr. 
Frederic Henry Hedge. Mrs. Buliluch writes in May, 
1830 : — 

" You may be surprised to learn that Mr. Hedge, who 
has succeeded Mr. Upham in our church, has pleased the 
people so well that they talk of giving him an in>4tation to 
settle here. Mr. Upham had so dehglited us by his good 
talent^ and most engaging personal qualities, that when 
we saw Mr. Hedge, before hearing him preach, we all 
thought he must appear after Mr. Upham to great disad- 
vantage, but at the sound of his fine pow^ful voio^ and 
hiB correct reading, and at the delivery of his superior com- 
positions, aU fears of that sort vanished at once. ... He 
has gone home now to consult his friends, I suppose, and 
doubtless a fair friend who is to become his partner in all 
eexdify concerns this next Summer." 
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L£ITJiJi ON LEAVING WAfiUUiOTOK. 

Washovoton, Jime 9*, 1890. 

Dbab Gbbevleaf^ — I date from this place for the last 
tune; we have taken places in the stage and leave for Balti* 
more at 2 o'clk. We have not time to dwell upon regrets, 
&c.> at leaving friends who appear sineerely attached to us, . 
and a place which has given us a pleasant and respectable 
home for 12 years, and where we leave memorials of us 
wliit li we hope will long endure. Charles lias taken lodg- 
ings at Mrs. Myers* on the avenue, and the Dr. has opened 
an oHice also on the avenue, adjoining MeCunuieiv s apothe- 
cary .shop. The situation promises well ; the neighborliood 
is improving, by new buildings and new families, every 
month. . . . 

Mr. Palfrey has been here one JSuiiday and one week. 
We are much pleased with his conversation and manners, 
but he has not w eakened the impresnon made on the society 
by Mr. Hedge, who has received a call, and his answer is 
shortly expected. ... I have delayed writing to iiiis morn- 
ing, in hopes of receiving a letter from you, and am now 
compelled to he very short, so many petty concerns are to 
be attended to, and we are subject to so many interruptions 
from friends making their last call. 

We now look to the return to former friends for future 
comforts and pleasures. Your brother George has remained 
with us to this tune, and accompanies us home. Your 
mother's health is much as usual, and her feelings and 
remembrance of you as warm as ever. 

With prayers that all die changes of our lives may ter- 
minate for good, I am 

Yours affectionately, 

C. BULFINCH. 
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CHAPTER X 

BBTUBN TO NEW ENQLAKD. — CONCLUSION 

1880-1844 

TiMnfore to whom turn I bat to tbee, the ineffable Name 7 
Bttfldmr aad auifcar, thou, of Iunum not made villi baadt I 

BoBBRT BMywxmOk 

The last chapter of my grandfather's life may be divided 
into three periods. In the first of theBOy we find the 
husband and wife living fur the most part in Boston^ 
usually boarding with Mr. Biigham in Bumstead Plaoe^ 
and often spending the summer with their relatiTes the 
Yaughans in Maine, while one summer was passed at 
Northampton. 

They did not again establish a home of iJieir own, for 
the sons realized that their parents were growing old', and 
feared that household cares would tax their mother's 
strength too far. An addition was made to their resources 
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ftboot this time, througli legacies from some of the English 
relatives, amoimtiiig ia all to near three thousand pounds, 
which helped to make them comfortable and independent. 

The second period is that when my grandpaients re- 
visited Washington in September, 1838, to pass the winter 
ill tlie family o£ their son Greenleaf, who had just suffered 
the loss ol liis young wife, and who was settled ab minister 
over the parish they were so iniieli attached to. 

Here they were warmly welcomed by old friends, and 
improved the opportunity to murk the changes and gi-owth 
of the capital. They returned North in the spring. Their 
old plea.sant family circle had now been much et)ntracted 
by the death o£ relatives. The sisters were gone, and, of 
the brothers-in-law, " Uncle Coohdge " alone remained. 

The third period when, Mr. CooUdge's health 

being in a precarious condition, his dai^hters invited my 
grandparents to cheer them with their presmce in the old 
home in Bowdoin Square, whither they removed in October 
of 1839, and which they never afterwards left. 

The first letter we give is one written by Mis« Bulfinch 
immediately after their return to Boston on the completbn 
of the Capitol. George, who attended his &tlier when he 
fiist took up his government work, was now, as it chanced, 
the one to accompany his parents home. 

From some allusions in the letters, it would appear that 
my Unde w» the o.» w1k> inherited meet dktmetly 

a love for architecture, though all the sons possessed a 
correct eye, and a ready use of the pencil. In this connec- 
tion I have heard an amusing aiiecdote from my father, 
that, when my grandfather w.i.-. a.^kni il he should train up 
any of his children in his own professiiuii, he replied, 
with chai iiimg naivete, that he did not think there would 
be muck left for them to do. The States and prouiuieut 
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towns were alreadj supplied with their chief buildiDga, and 
he hardlj thought a young man could make a living as an 
architect. 

The old estate at Fresh Pond^ whieh Madam Bulfinch 
often visited and described in her letters, and from which 
Hannah Bulfinch now writes, a delightful country home, 
was occupied at this time by Unde and Aunt Storer. 

XBOM MBS, BULFINCH TO OBXBKLEAP BULFINCH. 

Fkesh Poxd, June 18, 1830. 

Dear Grkexlkaf, — "We wrote to you ])i evious to our 
leaving' Washin<jjt<)n, and supposing you will wish to know 
liow we fared thro' the hn\*T journey liumeward, 1 devote 
a leisiue hour tins luorniug to informing you all ahout it. 
Tlie flate will fjhow that we ai'C safe under the root of our 
kind friends. Our reception has been such as to comfort 
and cheer us under the fatigues and disagreeables of a 
breaking up of our own domestic life. The journey was 
not unpleasant, altho* my age (not to say your father's, for 
\\v is Hnely) has sometimes been oppressed with the variety 
I have had to go thro', but thanks to a protecting and susp 
taining Providence I feel now able to proceed in the course 
we have marked out. We left Charles and Mr. Hall and 
Apthorp with rather less reluctance as they were disposed 
to try their luck in the great City, and tho* they felt sober 
at parting yet hope was ready at hand to give them a 
glance of the future, and a possibility at least of meetmg 
again. Apthorp has taken an office on the avenue next 
door to M'Cormick's apothecary Store, and as they are 
old acquaintances he may be favored by this drciunsfcance. 
When we arrived in Boston we found ourselves comfortably 
lodged at your Aunt Coolidge's, herself and family gone to 
the Springs etc., and desiring we should put up at her 
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house as long as our convenience required. Four days we 
reknainedy and the following Sunday Evening Unde S. took 
us to this sweet and pleasant spot, now more heautif al than 
usual by the roses being in fall bloom. The weather has 
been cool, our friends appear well and happy, and we have 
had many friendly calls from old friends; among the list' 
Mr. and Mrs. IIli;<»^in8on liave come forward in the kindest 
luauiuT. They took tea here day before yesterikiy. She 
talks of writing to you and I huj)e she y^iW, as such a cor- 
respondant is quite a distinction. Your letters have become 
very valuable ; we get a sight of one now aud then besides 
what you write us. . . . 

HAX.LOWELL, June 29**. 

We have been comfortably settled in this most pleasant 
place about 6 days, and as you will readily believe delight- 
fully to 7)11/ self. We have found our good friends well, 
and their place highly improved ; indeed, let us look where 
we willy the handsome white buildings on the cultivated hills 
meet our eye between Hallowell and Augusta. Augusta, 
that word takes my imagination from Mame to Georgia in 
a moment and I am longing to know how you are 1 I feel 
impatient for intelligence from yon^ as 'tis a month since 
we heard. Your father says there must be a letter on the 
road. I hope bo, and tiiat it may soon come to hand. 
How should yon like to have me tell you the manner in 
which we pass our quiet day ? I will, as I have no news 
to write, and tins may interest you. In the morning, after 
our breakfast, we go into another parlour, and Charles Y. 
reads a chapter in the Bible, when we all kneel and your 
Uncle reads a prayer ; we then rise and walk about to 
admire the prospect, the Chaise is soon at the door and 
Charles and a young lady who boards here and keeps the 
infant school, ride a mile to the Village. I retire to my 
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room and your father and Uncle walk out for a stroIL 
Your Aunt and Cousin H. F. and myself sit down to our 
needle. We dine at 1 o*clk, afterwards find our needle or 
book or pen a resource for an hour or two, when if we wish 
to ride or walk we can do it, as there are two chaises to be 
had. After tea we have music, and here I find g^t indul- 
gence to my fondness for this lovely art. Charles plays 
readily and sweetly on the flitte and bass viol. H. F. sings 
finely, accompanying her Piano ; Miss Tnrner uLso sin^ — 
and so harmoniouhly do we go on. that 10 o*clock comes 
ere we think how tiiue has sped along. After tliis. Uncle 
calls us to prayers, and we end the culm day as we lu gaii 
it. You ask how long we Jire to remain in this hapjiy 
situation? If we were to comply with the earnest invita- 
tion of our friends it would be through August, hut your 
father will not incline to he till then out of the way of 
business, so that in ali prolmbility the first week ui that 
month will see us on our way hnme to Boston. Farewell 
my dear and much loved Greenleaf. This letter is perhaps, 
the first page of it. a repetition of what I have wiitt^ 
before, but you will I hope accept it willingly, as it informs 
you of our welfare and of the continued affection of your 
mother. 

We know very littile of any professional work of her 
husband's after his return to the North. He was now 
sixly-seven years of age, still ready for work and anxious 
not to be idle, but his tasks were over and the time for rest 
had come. Perhaps he found more employment for his 
talento during these early years after his return dian we 
know of, but only one work is recorded, that of the State 
HouHe at Augusta, Maine, which was finished and occupied 
in 18«j2, and is still in use. 
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Maine did not become a State until 1820^ and Portland 
had been at first the seat of goveinment. Augusta baying* 
been fixed upon in 1827 as ibe future capital, a commis- 
sioner was appointed tbe following year to obtain plans 
and estimates for a building, and he made application to 
Mr. Bulfineh. The council adopted the plan by a resolu^ 
tion dated February 2, 1829, stating the dimensions, refer- 
ring to it as the work of Bulfineh, and as ' representing 
the Boston State Ilonse reduced to tlie dimensions alore- 
Kaid.' " Mr. Willai<l speaks oi it as "like the Boston State 
lioiuse and yet different ; enough like it to sliow that Bul- 
fineh was still willing to ahide by that design in the main, 
suUiciently different to show that his own taste had clianged 
with the general change of tiiste which gradually took ])laee 
during his professional career. There is the same high 
hasement, pierced hy entrance arches, without high frtiiiting 
steps. There is the same placing of the portico, but its 
treatment in detail is more regular. The columns are 
single, and the pediment is the full width of the portico, 
and rests directly upon it. It is in the dome and its sup- 
port that the departure from the earlier design is more 
striking." Tbe lines which he adopted in the General 
Hospital at Boston are those reproduced here. 

I find in a letter of his son George, of July, 1830, his 
parents being then in Maine, that Father has been prom- 
ised one hundred dollars for some additional services to the 
State House there." This is the only mention of tbe work 
in tbe letters. 

FKOU MBS. BUI.II2ICH TO GBEENLEAF BVLFINCa, 

Bwwojf, Sept. 26, Sunday, 1880. 

My belovki) Ghkenleaf, — Tliere is no day in a week, 
that brings you so clearly to my luind's eye and so warms 
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my heart toward you as Sunday. I see you in yoor stndj 
and in yonr chnreh^ among your people aasembled to listen 
to your dear voice, and then in the citde which has been 
mercifully appointed to be to yon instead of [Mrents and 
brethren. This is Sunday ; the rain keeps me from Churdi 
tho' the Gentlemen are gone. I turn iis usual to you the 
youn<;liii«; of our flock, so far distant in person, but near ui 
imaginatiuu aud in s])irit. . . . 

We have indulged ouiM-lves with anv or two rides of 
latv ; and tliey liavc hotMi }iio(hKtive of luuch pleasuie. It 
is delit^htful to witness the iniprovenioiits which have lu'eii 
going on thro' the 12 years of our absence, both in town 
and coimtry, and to jndg'e from the increaiie ot neat houses 
in the Villages round Boston we should believe that the 
people were very generally prosperous; but nothing has 
given your father and myself more genuine satisfaction 
than n visit we lately made to Dr. Freeman. Instead of 
seeing him bowed down with disease we were surprised at 
his coming out to the door to receive ns, with a healthful 
glow on his face, and a . cheerful ezprassion that told of 
renovated health and stiength. . . . 

On Monday we went to Cambridge to make some calls. 
We rode to Mr. Higginson's first, saw the ladies, and ad- 
mired hb pleasant house and situation. Mra. H. always 
mentions you with so much kindness as to delight me. 
Miss Storrow said they missed you very much when you 
left them. This was the first opportunity I have had of 
seeing Professors' Bow. The afternoon was fine, and the 
scenery beautiful. 

We proceeded next to President Quincy's, and were re- 
ceived in a very friendly manner. They invited us to stay 
to tea, but we wished to go to Fresh Pond, so bade them 
farewell, and went to take t«a with Uncle and Aunt Sfcorer, 
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They are pieparing to leave that pLaoe, to leside for the 
unnter nearer Cambridge Village. Have taken lodgings in 
the house belonging to the Botanic garden. ... We are 
glad of this arrangement, as for winter the Pond is too re- 
mote and inaccessible at times for any one, almost, who has 
not a hardy constitution. . . . Your brothers T. and G. are 
well. You may suppose we do enjoy being together. 
That you may soon be added to the number is the earnest 
wibli o£ 

Your affectionate mother. 

ntOM CBABLES BULFINCH TO OREENLEAF BULFINCH. 

Boston, March 28**, 1831. 
. . . You have not of late, my dear Son, received any- 
thing direct from your father's hand ; your mother's readiness 
of communication and warmth ot feeling have made full 
amends for any failure of my more prosaic episUes. You 
must not think however that I feel less warmly all that in- 
terests you. Our letters are written and read jointly and 
express our united sentiments. I ha\ e forwarded to yon 
papers which show you some of the exciting subjects under 
discussion: Mr. Beecher*s attack upon the Catiiolics, an- 
swered by a series of lectures from the champions of that 
faith, stated in a coarse manner, very different from what 
the judicious and polished Bishop Gheverus would have 
adopted. We have kept ourselves quietly at home during 
the winter, but our citizens have found full amusement in 
the theatrical performances of a wonderful boy, and in 
numerous courses of lectures, religious and scientific ; among 
otiiers your friend Dr. Follen is engaged in a course of an 
ahstrnse and meta])hysical kind, wliicli is well attended by 
upvviu-ds of two hunch-ed of the prime of the society of the 
city, and much approved oi. ... C. B. 
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I find no due to the year when the following note, bear- 
ing on some unexplained subject^ was written^ but it may 
have been near this period. Thomas appean to have been 
then in Washington. 

BMTogr, H»j 81. 

D*. Thos., — The oftener I look oyer the proposals for 
the bridge, the more am I convinced of the magnitnde of 
the undertaking. There is no prospect of any one who 
acts understandingly being willing to contract for the 
materials and work entire. Indeed such a contract to such 
an extent was never made in any part of the world. The 
new Waterloo bridge, over the Thames at Loiuloii, which 
Mr. McLoaii must be well actjiiainted with, i:> only ICKK) or 
12(KJ ft. long and cost onr uilU'ion pounds Stlg. — the one 
proposed is to be nearly 5(KH) ft., with much greater depth of 
alluvial to be removed for the piers. ... I think that the 
only safe way for tlie ijovernnient or tlie contractors would 
he, to build all the ])iers before any attempt should be made 
to turn any of tlie arches — then any one might contract 
for one or more entire piers, and separate piers might be in 
building at tlie Kime time — when complete, the arches 
might be contracted for, or undertaken in the same way. 
At any rate, I think that it will require 10 years, or more 
probably 20, to finish it. Are they aware of the Difficulty 
and expense of coffer-dams and the mass of timber work, 
and that of the very best construction, for forming Centres 
for arches of 96 ft. span? let them look well to it. 

Yrs. ever. 

It was a grief to Bfrs. Bulfinch that so few of her chil- 
dren shoidd marry, and in June, 1831, we find her writing 
to h^r '* son David ** in Washington : — 

Your letter convinces me, my dear friend, of your con* 



££TUM2f TO NEW ENGLAND 



279 



turned tender remembrance of one who, if her affection 
were to be the test of her merit, deserved all you have 

telt. But, two years have elapsed, and I now rather hope to 
learn that another worthy woman may have engaged your 
(houyhla, at least. Believe me, I shall rejoice to discover 
this. Your heart and temper were never nn^aut for soli- 
tude ; you can receive happiness and comniuuiciite it by the 
domestic tie. Do not then much longer deny yourself this 
first of huinaii c(Mnforts. 

"We in our advanced age are receiving from each otiier's 
society the best enjoyments of which we are permitted ^to 
partak^ — the united prayer, the confidential converse, the 
quiet readings, or the peaceful walks ak»ng our pleasant 
common. I often think we are far more dependent upon 
each other now than in early life, when almost everything 
besides was capable of communicating pleasure." 

To Charles she writes that they comfort themselves with 
the hope that when they were able they did not indulge 
idle habits of mere self indulgence. 

Theb happiness in these years was increased by the 
society of thdr brother and sister Storer, who, boarding also 
in Bumstead flace and under the same roof, enUrged the 
family circle most pleasantly. They played whist together, 
and shared the same employments in many ways. On Sun- 
days they were seen together in their pew at ihe chapel. 

In the spring of 1832 my grandmodier writes to Mr. 
Hall : — 

Vou mentioned in a late letter the probability of the 
alterations iii the Hall of Representatives ; and yon then 
inquire whether Mr. 15. would wish to undertake them, if 
they are voted for. In answer to this he says that it must 
he another session before the busniess can be attended to 
by Congress. By that time he may be unfit for the employ- 
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ment ; but if> at tbat time, health and strength should still 
he left to take such a journey, and the employment can be 
had, we shall be glad to have a chance of seemg you and 
Charles, besides dear old acquaintances, and the interesting 
city where we passed so many happy years ; but now we 
must look upon it rather as a pleasant imagination than as 
a matter of probability." 

In February, 1834, Thomas writes of his parents' pleas- 
ant situation. His father's cheerfulness is unimpaired, iu 
spite of some iuHrmitii.s, and his quiet, henevolent, good 
sense minjj^le in our conversation, winning, as vdu have 
always known it to do, the respect and regard of iliose 
around, with something like reverence from the younger 
part of our boarding-hous»' t in le. He tiikes an intoroNl iu 
all that concerns tlu^ connnnnity, and presents a picture of 
an amialde and ( liarnnnir old ajje. God jjfrant he niav ht' 
spared to us many years. Our mother is less infirm than 
he, yet suffers with headache and rheumatism. She n* 
going on as usual, making all those within her reach to 
love her, for she has so much affectionateness in her own 
disposition that a return of it from others is matter of 
course." 

At this time they were enjoying the society of two young 
friends, Miss Dillaway and her brother, to whom they 
became much attached, and who in their turn regarded Mr. 
Bulfinch and his wife with an almost filial affection. 

The year 1836 brought them a great sorrow in the 
death of their dear son Apthorp, who died at his post of 
duty as a physician in a remote town in Greorgia, during an 
epidemic of fever, before his friends had learned even the 
fact of his illness. 

The n^ letter is written two years later, after their 
arrival in Washington, at their son's house : — 
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VBOM CBABLE8 BULUNCB TO THOMAS BmUEIKCH. 

Sunday, 28 Oct., 1838. 

Dear Thos., — Although I have been here 4 weeks 
nenrlv, vet from the umijle accounts which your motlier luus 
irivcn to voursolt" uiid others, wliieh have umldiibtedly been 
rciid l)y you, 1 Had but little to coiuniunieate. We have 
been received with a kiudly spirit of welcome, and pleased 
with a general air of iniprovemeut. To descend to particu- 
lars, I find the same unfinished and vacant appearance in 
most of the streets as heretofore, the more striking fifter 
viewing the compact and elegant style of Philadelphia. 
I yesterday took mj second walk to the west end, left my 
card at Mr. Woodbttiy*8 office and at the President's, — 
both gentlemen being Jnacceaaible, — one really from home, 
and the Pres. engaged on buuness. This walk, on a very 
fine day, gave me the opportunity of viewing the lohite 
hou9e and its grounds and these I foand most decidedly 
improved; the old stone wall, removed and teplaoed by an 
open paling o£ wood, but representing iron ; the sweep in 
front of die house much enlarged, so that instead of the 
former uninteresting smaU grass plat bounded by chains [?] 
there is now a large space radosed by a low iron railing of 
a rich pattern and the interior handsomely decorated by 
trees and shrubs, the grounds round the house equally em* 
bellished in good taste, all worthy of the head of the 
Nation, whoever he may be. I have twice viewed the new 
Treasury building, so much the subject of remark and 
criticism, in and out of Congress. It appears to me won- 
derful that the work was not arrested long since, before 
such progress was matle as presented an extreme difticulty 
in making any alteration, aud before it seemed to become 
involved in the feelings of party. The situation is exceed- 
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ingly unfortunate, and I am mora fully oonvinced than ever 
that my proposal to raduoe its extrome length was the most 
adviaeable tlut could be adopted \ — but they aie going on 
with the building irithin 10 ft of the State department^ 
which looks like a wren box beside it, and which I presume 
will ultimately be taken down : — the new building is not 
roofed, but the lower story is finishing, and Mr. Woodbury 
means to occupy it this winter, thereby putting a stop to all 
further talk of taking down, and showing his confidence in 
its stability. A new building for the Patent office is in pro- 
gress. Oil .111 immense scale ; it is of free stone, the walls of 
the 2nd Story nearly carried up. The floor of the Rep" 
room IS reinstated as fonueily, only raised as high as the 
South ])latform. the furniture not yet replaced. The money 
spent on these public works is of great service to the city 
and gives an air of business and cheerfulness. We begin 
upon the repairs of tlie ehurch to-mui i ow ; the impossibility 
of getting workmen has delayed us hitherto. 

Before their return the news reiiched them of the death 
of two of the beloved New Eng^land circle. Tn this letter 
from my grandmother she alludes first to the loss of Aunt 
Storer," their sister Anna. 

f UOU MES. BULFINCH TO THOMAS BULFINCH. 

WAsmifaToii, Hmj 1% UaO. 
Deab Thomas, — Mr. Hsll performed the friendly office 
you requested in your last lettor to him, and communicated 
tiie painful tidings of our dear sister's death in as gentle a 
manner as possible. You may imagine the siuprise and 
grief it naturally excited. Her last letter did mention a 
cold and headache, but we thought not of any danger con- 
nected with such complaints, and looked forward with fond 
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ezpectation to tihe meeting in a week or two. Yes, dear 
T., this is sad indeed, to be so snddenlj checked in our 
pleasing anticipations ; for, as you say, no more in this 
world shall we enjoy each other's society, but can only 
treasure up the recollections of her love for us all, and the 
blessed ho|>e of a reunion in a happier state. 

Your father has within a day or two gained strength, so 
that it seemed as if he might venture tu go to church the 
next day. anJ undor this impression we were FnttiiiLT at tea, 
on Saturday evening, wlicu Mr. W. came in with letters. 
We were very glad to see liini safe back again, as his ^vife' 
was very nnwell. This sul)jept engi'ossed us till after he 
made a ])au8e, and said soniething of unpleasant news. 
This immediately attracted our serious attention, and tl)e 
truth was told. Your father bore it with his usual calm- 
ness^ and after Mr. H. left us, read yours and a kind, con- 
solatory letter from our friend Mrs. Joy. Here his voice 
^led him, and Greenleaf finished our task, and a sad 
evening followed, and a headache has been oppressing my 
faculties this day. Our dear G. made his services accord 
with our grief, and though, not direct or too particular, 
prayed for the bereaved ; and in his sermon, the text of 
which was, <^Be strong in the Lord," conducted us to the 
only support for weak and sorrowing mortality. Your 
father was able to attend, for the first time, widi one ex- 
ception, for four months, and this day would haye been a 
great comfort to us, but for the afflicting news of the previ- 
ous evening. But we are disposed to acknowledge the 
goodness of our God, and to say that his hand has by a 
short lame of suffering removed this dear friend, who was 
always ready to be called. The pain is felt by those of us 

1 Mr. David A. UaU wM twifle married after the death of his first wife, 
Susan BuliiucU. 
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who have loved her and rereroneed her virtaet. I think if 
I did not see yonr father much hetter^ I could haidly com- 
mand mjself to write a word ; hut Oh ! how metcifol is the 
Disposer of events I He enaMes us to bear his will, and 
shall I not do it? he supports our failing strength, and 
spares us a little before we go hence. You must, dear 
Thomas, have had your affectionate feelings greatly tried 
through the past season ; but you must he comforted with 
the idea of having been useful to such a valued relaiave. 

Saturday, 26. Since writing the above we have heard of 
the death of uiir brother ^'aughail, and though two days 
have passed since, I ran hardly write with a steady hand, I 
have been so shocked with such a siiec-ession of sad events. 
Yet my reason ( ouvmced that he hais gone in tlie right 
time. His ^Yorlv on < arth was done ; his children all happily 
settled, and such cliildren as he could wish to succeed hiiu, 
and to follow him to a heavcnlv home. He was spared the 
pain of protracted weakness and nitirmity, and, like our 
sainted sisters, fitted, if mortals could be, for acceptance 
there. 

They returned to Boston to spend the summer and re- 
moved to Bowdoin Square in October. The old house had 
seen many changes in the hundred and more years that 
had passed since the first doctor and his bride came to 
thdr new home at West Boston. 

From one of the Coolidge famfly, a niece of the archi- 
tect, we are able to listen to a minute and vivid account of 
what it was like when Charles Bulfinch returned to his 
birthplace. 

We can see in aU its appointments the handsome and 
thoronghly fumidied Boston home of tihat epoch. Tt was 
a threcHstoiy house of wood, a little withdrawn from the 
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street^ ivith a row of five Lombardy poplars in front, and a 
gate which opened on a white marble walk leading to the 
fixint door. We know its summer parlor with white panel- 
ling and French furniture, and its winter parlor or sitting 
room with an arched recess on either side the fireplace. 
Througli one of these, towards Ohardon Street, a passtige 
leads to the la roe dining-room. The entry extends through 
the house, and the eastern door opens into a paved court- 
^ al•(l. In summer the open doors are sheltered by green 
Minds, and the rooms are scented after a shower by the 
sweet honeysuckle outside. Here on the root' of the stable 
is the great square pigeou-house, well known to the chil- 
dren. 

We have a description of each room in the building, the 
many bed-chambers with their solid old furniture, the small 
library on the second floor, and the tall clock on the landing 
of tlio upper staircase. The two kitchens, even, aro remem- 
bered in all their details, and we see the equipment required 
for cooking at th^ open fires, where in the chimneys were 
still the crane, the pothooks and toammels, and the iron 
wheel of the smoke-jack. Here, too, was the large screen 
lined with tin to protect the workers from the heat. From 
the paved yard a few steps in a grassy bank led down be- 
neath an arched gateway to the garden. Here was the 
great horse^hestnut tree brought from abroad by one of 
the Apthorps, and at the end of the main walk a summer- 
house with the large pear-tree near it of family tradition, 
and other fruit-trees, and tiellised grapevines, with all the 
variety of flowers that had given the arohitect's mother so 
much delight. 

The neighborhood had probably seen more alterations 
than the mansion. Mr. Theodore Lyman's house had long 
superseded the dwelliiig of the Chardons, uud was now 
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itself to make way for the stone cliareh thai; we see there. 
At the other corner of Chardon Street the Parkman family 
were still in possession of their old homestead; but the 
Boott mansion had been raised and enlarged to form the 
famous hostelry of the Revere House, and the wooden dwell- 
ings and shops were giving place to brick houses on eveiy 
side. 

The autumn of the next year following the removal to 

the square saw the death of Mr. Coolidge, their beloved 
and <:fenerou8 host, and the subsequent breaking up ot iiis 
liuiihehold, but the nuin^uMi with itf? furnishings was rented 
as a boardini»^houj>e to a person well known to the family, 
and my grandparents remained undistuibed iu the familiar 
rooms. 

A greater change, however, than any of these removals 
was to take place. My graudfatiier was now called to part 
^^'Ith his cherished companion. The two could not walk 
together quite all the road to those dark gates across the 
wild." The winter after they went to the Coolidges was 
severe, and my grandmoUier suffered much from rheuma- 
tism, her old enmy. In the spring of 1841, on April 8, 
with little warning of danger, she jmssed away at night 
while asleep. Hie evening before her last illness began 
she had ronained below with the femily later than usual. 
« The conversation turning on Washingttm, Prendent 
Harrison's death led them to speak of the Congress bury- 
ing ground; and she described it to the girls, and went 
upstairs and got some verses of Greenleaf s upon the sub- 
ject, which Mr. L. read aloud to them. You know my 
mother's fondness for the spot where her Susan lies. But 
the recollection was not saddening, but pleasing ; and she 
left them in her usual cheerful manner, complaining play- 
fully, as .she rose to go, of the rheumatism, which as usual 
attacked her on moving.*' 
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The loveliness of her mannetS; springing horn the good- 
ness o£ her heart, had made h^ friends wherever she was 
known, and, as Thomas continues, — 

« Having all her life fiUed rather conspieuous stations, at 
first as an haress of rare expectations, next as wife of the 
head of the town government, then as one of the principal 
residents of Wushiugtou, ol" thoso of Northern connexions, 
and the centre of attraetitjii for visitors from that region, 
she had become known to a wide circle of acquaintiinces. 
The suddenness f)f her death forcibly *irrested attention, 
and the consecjurnc** of all was that her fnneral was 
attended by a large concourse of people, that nearly tilled 
the church. Dr. Greenwood read the service in his usual 
impressive manner." 

The sou dwells with pleasure on the thought that her 
resting-place heneatii the family monument in the chapel 
was near one of her husband's :btvorite works, the (then) 
new City Hall, which had lately been made attractive with 
shrubbery. 

Of her husband he writes : — 
My father bears the shock of his loss like one who 
feels that his portion of this world and its enjoyments has 
passed away ; and being ready to go, and sure that the 
time of his departure cannot be far distant, rests in calm 
trust on the goodness of that Being who gave him her 
whom he has lost, and is able to reunite him to her, if sueh 
is His will. He says nothing about his religion, but I am 
sure he feels the true spirit of it, and enjoys ito consola- 
tions." 

At the time of her death my grandmother's age was 

seveuty-foui, aud iier hutibaud's seventy-eight. 
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TO BIS flONB. 

April 29, 1841. 

Mt DBAS Sons, — It is now three weeks since the sud- 
den, nnezpectod stroke which deprived me of your ezoeUeot 
mother; I have not had resolution to write to any one, 
except to lelatiTes in Hngland, and H. Abbott and A. 
Spo«niery whom the dear departed conaidered as her chil- 
dren. But Thom&s has informed you of all the particnhus, 
which I need not repeat, and which I hardly dare trust 
myself to dwell upon. I keep my chamber except at meals 
and receive frequent visits from firiends, botii gentlemen 
and ladies. These are kind attentions and meant to soothe, 
but the frequent repetition of circnmstanoes which they are 
destrouB of hearing almost unmans me. Indeed, I could 
not conceive that your mother was so ji^enerally known and 
universally loved and respected. We have sent you a 
number of copies an obituary notice, which you will 
deliver as directed. I hope you approve of it. I wish 
now that I bad sent one to Mrs. Taylor, and another to 
Mrs. Coyle, both of whom loved her, but such has been the 
(k'lnand for tbein that I have only retained for myself that 
contained in the Re<rister. 

While 1 have been engaged in one absorbing course of 
thought, other scenes in the outer and domestic world have 
been going on of an opposite character. . . . Judge and 

Mrs. L are in town, have visited me and are very kind 

and sympathizing. They desire nonembrancea to Of. and 
hope to see him at Northampton in the course of the som- 
mer. They urge me much to go there, but that is out of 
the question. . . . Pray make my excuse to Mr. Hall for 
not writing to him at present, but tell him that if he will 
inform me to whom I ism frank some papers for him, I shall 
be obliged to hear as soon as comenient. They are of a 
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public nature, my opinions on the N. E. boundaxy question. 
I am looking over my papOB to relkve tiie tedium of my 
day, and find some that I wish to forward to him. 

Wiih some effort I have proceeded thus far, and ask two 
for one in return, and only add my wish that we may con- 
tinue more attached than ever to each other. 

[Poatseript from TtMnuw.} 

D'. Greenleaf, — ... You sue father still continue 
able to excel us all in handwriting if not in the other 
departments of letter writinjjc. He is well and composed, 
though not yet resioii 1 to anytliin«^ like ciieerfulness. It 
is rare to see him smile. Tlie weather has been particuhirly 
imfavouraMe. Too cold and wet to allow of going out and 
present us agreeable scenes to look upon. Next week I 
think we may sa&)ly calculate on au improvement. . . . 

Soon after my grandfather writes : 

I>EAR 6f., — ... I pass my time almost wholly in my 
own room, ehieiiy in reading, sometimes varied by a call 
from some kind friend, many of whom express a feeling for 
my bereavement and the tenderest r^;ard for the memory 
of your dear mother. I have received many sympathizmg 
letters, two from relations in England, to whom Thomas 
sent copies of the obituary — all very soothing and grati- 

I have lately read BIr. G. Combe's travels in America — > 
very judicious and impartial — and am now engaged on 
Hallam's literary history of the 15th and 16tfa centuries. 
I read the Englmh edition in 4 vols. — have yet got 
through only the two first — it is a work of wonderful 
research and hin^hly instructive and entertaining. 

liehgious affairs look rather squally here. You may see 
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by tlie Register that some very illiberal f eeUnga have given 
vent to severe reflections on Unitarians from Rev'. Mr. 
Adams, which have led to retorts; and Thomas tells me 
that a kind of protest has been signed by a number of 
Orthodox mmisteia, against a sermon preached by Tbeod*. 
Parker, at the ordination of a new minister over Mr. 
Gapen's church. South Boston ; it is stated to have been 
tdtra transcendmtaL , . . 

TO FRAKCIS BULFIMCH. 

Aug. 31, 1841. 

I am ill hopes that our (Joimtrv will soou see better 
times, when busiaciiii will hv on a safer footing. Boston 
appears to bo extending* and iniprovinof. Great expecta- 
tions are formed of the l)enefits to be expected from various 

and extended railroads and steam packets. . . . Mrs, C , 

wife of your cousin J. C , has returned from CLma and 

is at present in the same house with me ; she was at Macao 
18 months, about 70 miles from Canton, and seeing her 
husband only occasionally. She is a great observer of 
men and things, and amuses us much with anecdotes of the 
Chinese and Portuguese. 

A likeness was taken of Mr. Bulfinch at this time, which 
was considered excellent by his famOy. It is a drawing in 
India ink, made, we believe, by the late Mr. Alvan Clark, 
renowned for the great telesqopic lenses that have since 
come from his hands. It has several times been copied, 
and is given in this volume, slightly reduced in size. A 
copy of it hangs upon the walls of the office of the Archi* 
tect of the Capitol at Washington. 

Several portraits of Msb. Bulfinch remain, besides the 
miniature before described. One was taken in middle life. 



Digrtized by Google 



RETURN TO NEW ENGLAND 



291 



with powderod hair and calm, matronly face; and another^ 
in her old age, shows her hair still dark as in youth, and 
the large ruffled cap suirounding a face of much sweetness. 
Her hnshand thought the likeness excellent, and saw in 
it her ohaiacteristic bright ezpiession, — in his own phrase^ 
her saucy look," — but this is not so marked to a 
stranger. 

My Unde Thomas, who had been to his parents like a 
daughter as well as a son ever since his raster's death, was 

now living in the house with his father, and the two were 
drawn still closer bj tliis latimate companionship. Almost 
all the lather's letters beai- a postscript from the sou, add- 
ing details of the social and litcrat v life around them and 
touching on his own pecidiar iiittK >ts, such as the Natural 
History Society, the Lowell Institute, etc. 

After trying a change of rooms my grandfather writes as 
follows ; — 

November 30, ISil. 

Dba& Gf., — I remember that a few years ago an in- 
genious French writer, being confined to his chamber, 
wrote a book of ^' Travels Round my Room." We have 
made another removal : the upper chamber was much too 
large for winter, and the front as much too small, so that 
we are now settled in the room formerly occupied by your 
dear mother and myself ; here we have space for our furni- 
ture, and with our comforts about us. 

These removals suggest, that a book of travels through 
the family mansion would not be without interest: every 
room, from the kitchen to the garret, is full of subjects of 
reflectaon that are often pressing upon me in my solitary 
hours ; but they are in general of too sombre a east to be 
capable of giving pleasure to others. T liad better then 
turn from the past, and dwell only on the present. We 
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have as yet only one young gentleman^ additional boarder, 

but expect by the Ist Dee. that Mr. and Mrs. L will 

join us; they are to have the smallest front parlour and 
chamber over it. They found their home very distant 
from all S.*8 usual haunts and very much eiqiosed to cold 
winds, and have agreed to pass the winter here; this will 
be a pleasant addition to our parly. 

So much on home subjects. ^ In the outer world, the 
prevailing passion of our people seems to be the attendance 
at Lectures ; we have them of every grade : the bare enu- 
meration of them is enough to oonvince one that if we ate 
not the most intellectual dty in the world, it is because we 
do not keep our ears and eyes open to instruction. I begin 
with the Lowell lectures, 5 courseii, ou Geolugy, by Mr. 
Lyell ; on Ciii istianitv, Dr. Palfrey ; on Mechanics, Lover- 
ing ; on Chymistry, biiliuiau ; aud ou Natural Keligioo, Dr. 
Walker. 

Lectures by tliu Society for DifTiisioTi of Knowledge: 
others, of tlie Lyceum, from the Mercantile library associa- 
tion J the '\Tr< hanic association ; the Historical society ; — 
then MO liavu Professor Busli from New York to explain 
the Prophecies to us; and Mr. Miller in Chardou Street 
chapel, proving that the world will come to an end in the 
next year; Mr. Espy on Storms; Mr. £merson on the 
Times; Capt. Partridge on War and preparation for it. 
And as if these were not enough, and perhaps because 
many of them, if not heretical, are at least latitudinarun, 
the orthodox announce a course to be delivered by file most 
distinguished of their sect, from various parts of New 
England, avowedly on Missionary topics, but it is to be 
expected that they will take occasion to inculcate their 
peculiar tenets. 

Mr. Lyell has finished his course of 12 lectures to full 
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andienees, and to very general aceeptance. Hon. J. Q. A. 

has given the introductory of the HtBtorical society — and 
to the Burprize of everybody, undertook the defence of the 
English in their war on China : ami so ingenious and elo- 
(juent was his discourse, that he vviis urged to repeat it at 
the Lyceum, and consented to do it. 

But you must not think that we are altogether senti- 
mental — musical performers on one striny^ ot the violin 
are the rage, and the divine Fanny ha.s drawn enthusiastic 
crowds to the theatre, and even old Faneuil hall has 
vilnated in all its bricks and timbers in honor of a French 
prince. I shall enclose some ciccounts of this ball, which 
perhaps may have reached yon already. . . . 

From tiie mention of Greenough's Washington, both by 
yon and Charles, I fear that it will cause much disappoint- 
ment — it may be an esqui.site piece of work, but our 
people will hardly be satisfied with looking on well de* 
Teloped muscles, when they wish to see tiie great man as 
their imagination has painted him. I send you a sort of 
defence of tliis statue from Everett, but am not convinced 
that the sculpture is suited for modem subjects; the dress 
presents msuperable difficnltiefi. The first statue of Wash- 
ington was made by Houdon, who was sent for by the state 
of Yiiginia : his woric Is in the Capitol at Richmond, and a 
more unpleasant figure was never seen. It is represented 
. in an old fashioned coat etc. with Iiair dressed as he wore 
it, but tar from jiicturescpie with stilV ear c urls and a hea^y 
club behind. Tlie next statue by Chautrey ii» our State 
house, cloatlied as a Roman Senator ; it was highly com- 
mended at first, but is now seen with perfect indifference, 
it in fact wants interest. And now 1 fear that this with 
you will only give the idea of t m, l mg or leiiviug a bath, — 
but I will hope that when raised on its pedestal, the effect 
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will be improved, and that it will do credit to tiie artist and 
satisfy the public, but my fears prevail. 

I must mention another instance of nnsnoeessf ul modem 
statuary: it is the Statue of the Duke of Wellington, near 
Hyde Park, London ; it is represented as Achilles, naked 
h la Greoque^ — and has even been complained of by the 
society for improving public morak ! 

From my being able to q[ftin out so long a letter, you will 
condode tiiat I have recruited from the cold whidi attacked 
me : I am better, but expect to be much confined to the 
house during the winter. I have a constant succession of 
books, and ou^lit to be thankful that my sight and fac- 
ulties are so alue that I can take an interest and derive 
pleasure from them. I hope that with all my privations I 
shall feel <;ratt'fiil for the blos.sintrs left, esi>ec'ially the sym- 
pathy and kind regard of my sous; they may rely upon me 
as their ali'ectionate father. 

The next is — 

April G, 1M2. 

... I sit alone, the greater part of each day, in my 
chamber : if you wish to know my thoughts and reflections^ 
read the last chapter but one in Dickens's Barnaby Budge. 
These two closing chapters * are worth all the rest of the 
book, and are specimens of that talent which has made the 
author so popular in our country. 

Several sudden deaths have liap|)ened hwe witiiin a week, 
two of which speak very forcibly to me to be ready to 
follow them. One was of good Dr. Harris, whom you well 
knew; another, Dan. Sargent, Esc^., a contemporary and 
companion of my early days : these were so advanced as to 

' Given only iu the uUler editiuns uf Dickcni^. Bamatjf Ru^fefnM&nt pub- 
It$bc<l Uji u [Kirt of MoAltr Humphrtys Clock. 

S 
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excite no sozprise; bnt a third is Rev. George Whitney, 
colleague of Dr. Gray of Jamaica Plain, leaving a delight- 
ful parish to you or some other favoied competitor. 

His reference to Master Humphrey's solitary thoughts 
suggested to his son the sonnet which follows : — 

TO MY FATHER. 

And do snoh thoiights bo^niilf thy ItMwly hour, 
Father ! iny childhouil's ami niy manhood's guide? 
Oh well such gentle vibions may have power 
To cheer thee as life's waters smoothly glide. 
Uuy long ycMS npon tbat swetting tide 
Hlfli thou been wafted ; uf t the storm did lomr 
Ahove, anil theu, on the receding shower. 
The bow of peace has spread its piuiuus wide. 
Gently thnrngh all aad ineekly but thou Iwnie 
Good and ill f ortnne ; now at eventida 
Tliou stand'st, thy children's reverence and pritle, 
Still pjitlieriiip roiiiul, thonfjli tonilurer tics be U»ru. 
Calm be these evening huurst, and blest the mom 
Uniting tlMM iffaom Beaili oan nevcfinara difjd« 1 

Wawuhotok, April 20^ 184S. 

His &tiher writes in response : — 

Boston, May drd, IMS!. 
. . . Thank you for your sonnet ; it gave me pleasure to 
know that among your various cares and occupatrons you 
could occasionally express your dioughts in verse, for your 
own amusement and gratification of friends. I fervently 
hope to realize the pious anticipataons, and wiU forgive the « 
too commendatory « passages. The fatal events to steam 
vessels in your river and at Baltimore are indeed appalling, 
and our own harbour has lately been the scene of an event 
of etjual distress. You will find in a paper sent to Charles 
the uccuuut t)i" the Iosh of 23 lads of the faiiu .school, with 
ouc of their teachers and a skillful pilot. This was in 
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fetuniing £rom an ezcnrnon bj water, with which the boys 
were indulged in reward for their good conduct ; and in 
sight of their home and of their companions on shore Ihey 
were all drowned. What can we say to such occurrences ? 
It is not right, in my mind, to attribute them to a myste- 
rious Providence. They iuu;-.t arise from counteracting the 
natural laws which a good Providence has seen lit to con- 
nect with all his works, and which our wiUtulness makes us 
disregard. Tsupj)ose that on lliis Mihjert T am a disfiph- of 
George Combe. It" the steam tngate on the Potomac had 
kept continually sounding, the vessel would not have got 
aground ; if the engineer had watched carefully the boilers 
of the boat at Baltimore, they would not have burst from 
want of water ; and if the farm school boat had carried one 
or two more capable men to manage the sails and control 
27 (?) boya in high q[»irits, they woidd have been able to 
encounter a sudden squaU. But I am getting beyond my 
depth and must conclude. 

[Fovtooript hj Thomtt.] 

Deab Q., — I sfaaD put up for you a treatise on Homoe- 
opathy, and Dr. CShanning on the Creole case* The former 
will amn&e you, and the latter interest you* . . * We are 
growing here very scientific. The last week we have had a 
sessifm every day, from ^ past nine till dark, of a Greologi- 
cal association, consisting of the geologists employed by the 
several States in making surveys, together with some other 
gents of similar tastes wlio have been invited to join them. 
Dr. Hall was with them and will he able to give you a good 
account of their doings. 1 had leisure only to spend an 
hour or two, of two afternoons, with them. They met in 
our N. Hist, room, and were ver\' eomtoilably accommo- 
dated liv the ostrich yielding his place and stowing closw 
to the rhinoceros and the elephant. . . • 
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That my i;r;ni(ltather found jjleiity of occupation for his 
leisuie during ditse last years is shown by the papers he 
has left. Here aie manuscriptb, with memoranda of various 
kinds, on the Greek numerals, on statistics of population, 
and on the origni of the limn iu race. Some of these are 
copies, some original with himself. A cutting from the 
" Christian Re<jfistor " of April 4, 1835, contains a long 
conthbution from his pen, on the subject of Romanism^ 
the character of which may be inferred from his signature, 

Conciliator/' and £rom the concluding words, quoted from 
Priestley : — 

<<We have no doubt but that not only innumerable 
zealous papists, but even some Popes themsdves, and since 
the time of the Reformation, will sit down with Luther, 
with Calvin, and with Socinus in the kingdom of onr Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Biblical criticism, as it u now understood, was llm 
scarcely recognised in tiiis country, but from the standpdnt 
of the old interpretation my gi-and&ilLer was always inter* 
ested in the subject. He indicates various fines of in- 
quiry to his theological son, and I find a manuscript of 
considerable length entitled " Thoughts on Jewish Statis- 
tics, being an attempt to explain some difficult passat;-es of 
ancient Jewish history, by a Layman." This has no Ante. 
Another manuscript, " On the ^.'ontinuance of the Union,'* 
written when he was seventy-nine, contains a curious fore- 
cast of the future of our country and increase of population, 
with statistics of the duration of re])ul)lics, as that of 
Athens, of Rome, and of the hiaxou Heptarchy. 

He writes also in 18^ : — 

. . . You ask my opinion of Mr. Giddings' resolutions. 
We all here agree with him in facts \ but he is generally 
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blamed for briiitriug them forward just upon the opening 
of negotiations with a special envoy. Our legislature has 
lately done an ecjually foolish thing, in resolving that ire 
oui;]it not to yield any land in N. £. border o£ Maine^ 
which can only farther embarrass onr n^[otiation8. 

I wish they would give inc power to settle these diffi- 
cultiesy as I should not be looking forward to the Pregir 
dency* I think I could settle the whole in one week, and 
for half the money which it will probably cost in the piei^ 
ent hands. 

This fancy so attncted him that in his next letter he 
alludes to it again with playfulness, and goes on to give the 
oudines of his scheme. 

At this time, I am told, he might have been often seen, a 
slender and very vipright figure in a dark brown suit, with 
a slight halt in his giiit, crossiiij^- from the iKtrtli side of 
Chardon Street on his way home from his irieud Dr. Park- 
man's lil)i;it v. with a bundle of books under his arm. 

Certain S4j\ ere criticisms upon the Capitol at Washincrton. 
and pnrtieukriy upon the dtmie, having come to his m»liee, 
he writes to hi.s son on tli(' subject, and, after remarking 
that it was a s^n.-at public work designed and executed by 
various architects in succession, with long interruptions, and 
that it was rather surprising that it prraented so harmonious 
a whole, he continues: — 

Ul)on my taking charge of the Capitol, I found a num- 
ber of drawings of the manner in which it was intended to 
finish it, but it was very difficult to give the Building Com- 
mittee any clear ideas upon the subject, and absolutely 
imposfflble to convey the same to the more numerous body 
of die members of Congress. I accordingly proposed to 
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bave a model made to show the bnilding in its complete 
abate. This vas made and inspected b j the President and 
all the members of Congress, and I believe bad a favorable 
effect in coiivineinjj them that I understood what work I 

had to do, and that there was some prospect of the hiiiklin<]f 
being finished. But there w is one universal reiiiaik, that 
the Dome was too h)U\ peiliaps from a va^'iie idea that 
there was sonit ihing bold and picturesque in a /o/7// dome. 
As llic work [)r()eeeded I prepared drawings for domes of 
diilerent • levations, and, by way of comparison, one of a 
greater hei<;ht than the one I should have preferred : they 
were laid before the Cabinet, and the loftiest one selected, 
and even a wish expressed that it might be raised higher in 
a Gothic form, but this was too inconsistent with the style 
of the building to be at all thought of hy me. 

Upon the ribs of the dome bemg boarded, I was so far 
dissatisfied as to propose to reduce it, stating that the saving 
in Copper would meet all the eiqpense ; but our Comtoia' 
sioner was not a very compliant gentleman and rested upon 
the Cabinet decision, and, to avoid the altercation which 
had been so common formerly, I yielded the point. But I 
should be well pleased if, when the dome requires a thor- 
ough repair, which it may in 10 or 15 years, it should be 
reduced in height, — not to Mr. Latrobe's design, hut 
about half way between that and the present elevation. 
The foregoing will give my sons a full view of the circumr 
stances under which some of my work was executed ; but 
you will readily see that it is best not to make it too puUic 
Architects expect criticism and must learn to bear it pa* 
tiently. . . . 

Yrs. C. B. 

The second marris^e of bis youngest sou and the visit of 
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the young couple to Boston was the occasion for a gather- 
ing of friends, arranged by Mr. Bulfinch with the help of 
Thomas and George, the old house in the Square putting 
on for the time a gala appearance. My giandfather en- 
joyed it for his children's sake, and for the chance of 
meeting again the old and valued family friends. It was 
probably his last appearance at any scene of social festiiity. 
After his sou's return to Washington we find these pas- 
sages :— 

Boston, Jan. 31, lS4;i. 
Mv iii AB Son and Dau(;uter, — . . . I observe by the 
papers that Mr, Greeiiough wishes to have something built 
iu the Caj>itol groiiiuls to contain his statue. 1 cannot 
tliiuk that Congress will consent to this expense ; they are 
not so much pleased with it as to be ready to lay out much 
more money upon it, and any temple or room of any kind 
buUt for this purpose must be laige, to view the statue at a 
proper distance, and must show some architectural magnifi- 
cence, or it will look only like a workshop, now dignified 
by the name of Studio. I would propose, and I wish you 
to mention it to him, that the statue be placed on the mid- 
dle of the upper platf oim of the East portico \ tibere is I 
think sufficient room for it without hindering convenient 
access to the door : it would be a principal object to meet 
the eye of members and visitors immediately upon asoendr 
ing the steps, and, surrounded by a rich display of col- 
umns and between Peatt and War, would be a very 
appropriate situation for it ; at least the exp^ment m^ht 
be tried at little expense. 

April 10, 184a 

In a letter fi-oni T. B. to Mrs. Hall about 3 weeks since, 
I added a postscript, asking D. A. Hall to send me any 
printed account of debates upon the resolutions respecting 
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the removal of the Statue, and for yjkxiB of a new Congress 
halL Not having heard &om him, I fear that the letter 
has not reached him ; it was sent under cover to Mr. Els- 
worth. Will you inquire ahout it? Between both of you, 
notwithstanding the old sayiiig <^ two stools, etc., I hope 
to receive the papers^ — reports or debates. I think such 
subjects could not have been acted upon mib silenlio. I . 
have no motive for wishing for these pa}>ers but to gratify 
my inquisitive curiosity ; but if 1 should <!five my advice, it 
would be to send the Statue to Athens, u present to King 
Otho, to be placed in the Parthenon, with other naked great 
men : and before they commence a new Hall, let a flat 
ceilin<]^ be formed over the present one to try its effect upon 
the voice. I find that tlie ablest advisers upon building the 
new Houses of Parliament in London recommend avoiding 
ail concave surfaces, 

June 12, 1843, 

... I thank you for your sketches ; they give me a very 
good idea of your school room and the alterations of 
Masonic haU. The alteratbns here surpass all you can 
conceive. I have this morning viewed those gfoing on in 
Bowdoin street. Mr. CooUdge's noble mansion, trees and 
all, are swept away, and 5 new brick houses are now build* 
ing on the spot. The same changes are taking jdace in 
Summer street, — Mr. Busseys, Mr. Goddard's, and Mr. 
Ellis' houses are giving room to a great number of modem 
houses, — so that you see, although crowds assemble nightly 
to hear predictions of the speedy end of the World, still 
there are enough of unbelievers to go on making earthly 
habitations. 

After a cold and backward Spring, we have lately had 
verv jileasant weather : our garden has shown very beauti- 
fully with li^ trees in full blossom ; I do not know when it 
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has been 80 pleasant to my feelings. I tell Thomas that it 
leminds me <liat "blessings brighten as they take their 
flighty" for it is Teiy uncertain whether I shall see it on 
another Spring, even should I he spared so long. Mrs. 
Wilson lies sick in a very donbtful state/and in case of her 
death we do not know what change may be made here. . . . 

July 8k 1843. 

I have just sent off a trank, to be put on board a vessel 
for Alexandria; you will find it contains a variety of 
articles, which I hope may be found useful in your new 

"menage." . • • 

I have added some articles of female gear ; among others 
a gown of erimson and greeii striped satiu. It was one 
of your dear mother's weddinqf drenses, sent to her from 
En&rland : she wore it ver\ st Uloni, as it was not much to 

her taste, and prol)al)ly will not please our V much 

more ; but perhaps it may be acceptable to Miss , but 

if not, as it has slej)t in one trunk 55 years, it may complete 
the Century in another, when fashion may again conform 
to it. 

TO FRANCIS. 

Jao. 6» 1813. 

I notice the pleasure you express at receivrng the papers 
which I send. T assure you it is an agreeable employment 
to myself to look over and cull out such as I suppose may 
interest you. It appears to me like talking T\nth your 
family circle. I now send an Almanack to your wife, and 
another to present to your Postmaster, as a small acknow^ 
ledgement of his kindness in handing you my papers. 

He is dianned with Frederika Bremer*s novel, The 
Home," and the excitement about Puseyism leads him to 
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the study of Dr. Piuej's sennon on the Euehamt, and the 
leadmg of Southey's History of the Church." 

SouUiey's alleged Sodoian opinions aroused his warm 
interest. 

Hy grand&ther had felt increeaing feebleness for some 
months. The handwriting of the following letter is less 
firm: — 

S«pt'. 18, 1843. 

Dbab Of., — Yours of 31 August has been read repeat- 
edly with great interest ; the account you give of your new 
home is enough to tempt us at least to wLsli to occupy your 
spare chamher. — but T believe it tan l)e only in idea, for 
the pressuLc of time on some and <it Imsinoss on others will 
prevent our enjoying it in jm i-so/i. The details that you 
give me are exactly to my taste, and the more T t an have 

of them the better ; ^(r 1 wish your dear to tell me 

where tlie coloured chiutz is dis]>osed of, and if indeed its 
colours are not too gay for a sober minister's home — and 
also the gay silk. Is it destined for any young bride 
of your acquaintance, or must it tiike another nap in 
the trunk? Who goes to market? — what neat handed 
Phillis brings in your Coffee pot ? — or do you adopt the 
Graham system and pledge each other in a glass of cold 
water ? Does dinner cool often while you Hog your Iioys? 

I have just looked over our morning's paper, in which I 
find statements of violent storms in your city and Balti- 
more. Our weather has been fine; last week it was so 
cold, though dear, that the summer residents at Nahant 
etc. were flocking home : for some days it has been beau- 
tifully clear and at 80° at noon, and was 82 on yesterday. 
I am not acquainted with Mr. Espy's theory, but I fear we 
must expect a change of wind to the East, when it may 
bring a violent equinoctial gale. 



Digitized by Google 



304 CHARLES BULFINCHy ARCHITECT 



The most interesting news which I have to tell yon is 
of the death of your dear and excellent cousin Harriett 
Ahbott. She has long been in delicate health, and has at 
last sunk under constitational weakness. Mr. Abhott le- 
tonied from Europe about 3 weeks 8inc% and was with her 
hut a few days before her departure : he most most seriously 
feel his heavy loss^ with the charge of 5 children and one 
of them an infanL 

I do not know what course he will now take ; he had 
engaged to take his family to New York, there to establish 
a school for youn<r ladies in connexion with two of his 
brothers. T have called to-tlay on Miss Sally Vaiighan, 
who is passlno^ a few days with a friend in Boston. She 
appears well, tho' depressed hy the changcii ia her family : 
sIh' tells me that her Cousin Rev. .Tn. Vaughan D. D. is 
gouijr to take eharj^e of a small parish near Savannah ; the 
defect in his eyes will prevent him from stndying' or read- 
ing, but the people will be satisfied with extempore ser- 
mons ; he will trust to memory for the prayers, but must 
have f;ome assistance for the psalms and lessons. . . . 

Notwithstanding the unavoidable cares and troubles of 
hfe, I find that some people will get married : there *s the 

youngest daughter of Judge L , engaged to Mr. D , 

a merchant, who intends carrying her to Cliina in a few 
months. What a contrast will her rounds bright eyes pre- 
sent to the small and sleepy ones of the Chinese beauties ! 

Wednesday, 20th. Onr paper of this morning enlarged 
upon the effects of the storm at Washington and the over- 
flow of the Potomac. Are the Poplars in 6th Street all 
flat, and what damage have they done to the Church? 
How is your domicile ? are you overflowed, railroad, gar* 
den and all, by the swelling of the Tyber? let us know all 
about it, and pray take care and keep off fever and ague. 
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Thus I luive accompUshed two short letters to yonraelTes 
and Charles : yon must read them interchangeably to make 
one decent letter. 

With the truest regard, yrs. 

i^Iy letter is a picture of real life, — alternate smiles and 
tears. 

Tins was nut lii.s last letter. Tn November he writes a 
pleasant little letter to liis eldest grandson, far off in 
Georgia: "Is your house made of round logs with the 
bark on, or is it made of square timber? 1 hope that 
inside it is all neat, smooth and full of peace." 

And on Bee. 23 to Greenleaf and his wife : — 
We expect a great improTcanent soon in our family 
circle ; Mr. H. Mann and his ivife, late Miss Peabody^ are 
coming next week to pass die winter with us. ... I have 
sent you latdy such of mir papers as I thought might 
amuse you ; but after this shall look for returns from you, 
not of politics, — for we have a constant supply of sueh 
subjects, — hut let me know how Washington appears to 
enjoy his closet, and what the public think of his position 
and ite effect. Ton have too, by this time, the 'embarka- 
tion of the pilg^rims.* How is that received, and with what 
criticisms?" 

His last note is in March, 1844, when he writes, on the 
13th, to say that he is dowly recovering from a cold and 
touch of fever and ague, brought on by the severe weather 

of January, and looks for the revival that the spring days 
will bring-. He incloses a double acrostic on the name of 
Daniel Webster, which he lia»l aiaused himself with com- 
posing while confined to his bed. lie did not write again. 
On April 15 Thomas sends a letter as follows : — 
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Dkar Giu:i:m-eaf, — Our cxcollpnt paront is no more. 
He died this noon, just as the family clock ou the staii-case 
struck 12. ... For the last 24 hours . . . he has ap- 
peared free ironi severe pain, and lay in a dozing or half 
waking state, with short naps and then spells of wakeful- 
ne<;s. . . . His Toice was inaudible, but he showed that his 
intellect ronained unimpaired, by slight circumstances £rom . 
time to time, such as motioning^ me to the door when some 
one knocked, and I, haWng hold of his hand, did not start 
immediately to see who it was. . . . Several times, when he 
breathed more silently for a while than usual, I fancied the 
last struggle was at hand. But he continued so, hour after 
hour, with litde apparent change. ... A few minutes 
before his last, he stretched out his hand to me, with a kind 
of up and down motion, as if to shake hands. I took lus 
hand and shook it, saying, ''Farewell." . . . The funeral is 
to take place on Wednesday next, and I think I shall ask 
Dr. Parkman to ofBdate. 

Father's numerous infirmities of late, which have been 
increasing since Mother's death, and which were such as to 
deprive life of much of its comfortj go tar to reconcile me 
to his departure. I feel the void left by his absence, and 
shall for some time sensibly feel it. It was pleasant to me 
to find some uue at liome, when I returned from my biLsi- 
ness, to whom 1 could tell the scraps of news I had picked 
u]) (lurint; my absence, sure that he would take an interest 
in it it" it interested me. or if it related any incident favour- 
able to the o()()(l cause iu Church or State, or beneficial or 
gratifying to any of his fellow creatures. I never carried 
him any tale of misdwieanour or misfortune, and far less 
any tale of scandal, with the expectation of gi^^ng him 
pleasure. If any such came to hLs ears his first impulse was 
not to beUeve it. But if it was incontrovertible, his next 



RETURN XO NEW ENGLAND 807 

reoonxse was to suggest eztenuatiDg drcmnstances^ and 
dwdl as littile on the subject as possible. The se^erily of 
modem oritidsm annoyed him a good deal. He could not 
bear to hear Trumbull's pictures abused, and West's dis* 
paraged. The crittdisms in the Gentleman's Magazine on 
modern English architecture gave him as much annoyance 
as it probably did, in some cases, the artists themselves. I 
will write again soon. lis. ever, T. B. 

In an obituary notice published soon after, and from 
which T have several times quoted, my imclc reviews his 
father*s lung life and varied achievemeutii^ concluding with 
these words : — 

•" He put a modest estimate on his own works, and was 
not a severe critic of those of others. The epigram which 
follows was by one who knew him weU^ and it is true to the 
letter:-^ 

" ' A wonder in our days, my friend — 
An jutiil I liftTiB known, 
Who never ilsndered otben* works, 

Nor ever praised his own.' 

. . . His faith as a Christian was founded on the broad 
baaiB of those doctrines which are common to idl secfes^ 
srttingr but dight value on ti>o« nqtMtmgwIudi good an*. 
Wise men differ. Those grand doctrines he found sufficient 
to afford a resting place for his faith, — a hope sure and 
steadfast of a blessed immortality." 

My grandfather's death ooouired on Monday, the 15th 
of April, 1844, and his funeral took place on the 17th, at 
King's Chapel, where his remains were laid at first in the 
family tomb, but they now rest at Mount Auburn with 
those of his wife and several of his children. His monu- 
ment is the stone urn that he gave hmiself to Franklin 
Place, on itb completion near 1795, and wliicli was returned 
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to his sons when the inelosure of shrul>bery where it stood 
was removed. It is s<iid to be probably the oldest piece of 
imported monumental work in the cemetery, and its asso- 
ciations are not out of keeping with the beautiful and quiet 
scene. As Mr. Willard wrote : — 

" There is a noticeable quality of quiet and repose in 
the old mansions which Bulfinch built. How the sunshine 
streams down in Franklin Place ! How kindl}' the vines 
take to these domestic-looking old house-fronts ! How- 
stately and dignified and well-bred they are ! There is not 
a suggestion of the hum of business or of the bustle of 
crowded streets. They seem to represent the almost unreal- 
izable idea of the city home." 

The qualities of the architect's style were those of the 
man himself, and that they were qualities shared by others 
of his generation and country all must feel who study the 
lives of our earlier pubhc men. 

We have quoted on the first page of this memorial vol- 
ume Mr. Lowell's words on Josiah Quincy, and in the same 
essay we find the following, which, although applied by him 
to another, is equally true of the type of character repre- 
sented by Charles Bulfinch : — 

" Born and bred in an Jige of greater social distinction 
than ours, he was an aristocrat in a sense that is good even 
in a republic. He had the sense of a certain personal dig- 
nity inherent in him, and which could not be alienated by 
any whim of the popular will. There is no stouter buckler 
than this for independence of spirit, no surer guaranty of 
that courtesy which, in its consideration for others, is but 
paying a debt of self-respect. . . . He was a man of quality 
in the true sense, — of (juality not hereditary, but personal. 
Position miffht be taken from him, but he remained where 
he was. In what he valued most, — his sense of personal 
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worth, — the world's opimon oould neitlier help nor hinder. 
We do not mean that this was conscioiis in him ; if it had 

been, it woidd liave been a weaknew. It was an instinct, 
and acted witli ilie foice and promptitude proper to such. 
Let us ho2>e that the scramble of democracy will <^ive us 
souiethmg as good ; anything of so classic dignity we shall 
not look to see again." 

A tew words reg"arding the children of Charles Buitiiich, 
and in particular the son who had been especially the com- 
panion and support of his old age^ may not be without 
interest here. 

All of them are gone now, his son Francis, the last sur- 
vivor^ having died in 1887, after a period of service that 
covered many years in the City Treasurer's Office in Boston^ 
and retaining his naturally great vigor and activity almost 
up to ilie very day of his departure. ' 

My Unde Greorge was the first to follow his father, whom 
he survived about nine years, and his brother Charles, the 
eldest son, died after another interval of the same length. 
The former of these brothers is remembered by many 
Bostonians as for some time in charge of the old Boston 
library, in the days when it still retained its rooms over the 
arch in Franklin Street, given to it by my grandfather. 

Of my dear father, the youngest son, €h«enleaf, and his 
ministry at the South and in New England, this is not the 
place to speak at lcn<;-th. The eliief facts of his life are 
fouud in the records of that body of religious believers with 
whom he was identified, and his best monument is in the 
hearts of the people he served, i)y thoughtful sermon and 
by gentle character, as well as by hynms still familiar in 
many of our churches, lie died in October. 1870. 

My Uncle Thomas, after his father left him, pursued his 
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qniet bachelor life in the old neighborhood, and soon found 
a pmianeut home in one of the two handsome gray stone 
buildings facing down the square, built earlier, I believe^ 
for Dr. Parktnan's dai^btersy Mrs. Shaw and Mrs. Blake» 
at that time and for many years kept as a family boarding- 
house of the first class by Miss Easton. He had early freed 
himself from the perplexities of trade, and with his duties 
as a derk at the M^ishants' Bank he blended ihe enjoy- 
ments of the scholar and the litt^teur. His room, adorned 
with old family portraite and furniture, was that of astu- 
dent; and the Tolumes of Latin, Italian, German, and 
English classics piled on chairs and sofa were only disturbed 
when his hospitiility suggested inviting a party of his young 
friends to enjoy ice-creaiiij ami sliaie from his windows tlie 
pleasure of witnessing some spectacle in the square below. 
Here we fj^atlicred, I reiueuiber, to see the yoiujg Prince of 
Wales an d suite arrive at the Eevere House on his visit 
to lk)sutn. 

Outside tlie elrcle of his l)rotheis and cousins, my undo 
had a numerous acquaintiince, and stood in pleasiint rela- 
tions with a number of his classmates, like Dr. Walker, 
President of Harvard, and Dr. Dalton. Prescott, the histo- 
rian, was another of Ids class, that of 1814; and Mr. George 
B. £merson, of a class three years later, was a dear friend. 
My uncle also valued highly his friendship with several of 
the cultivated women of that period. 

Among his youthful friends, a peculiarly dose tie existed 
between himself and an English lad of humble birth but 
brilliant promise and a sadly delicate constitution. He 
interested himself in his education, taught him Latin, and 
half adopted him, commanorating his early death in a little 
story, the " Boy Inventor." 
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To kindle high endeavor was his dearest aim. The idea 
of Mr. Abbey's iUostratioDS of Sir Galahad's Quest of the 
Holy Griail, on the walls of <he new Public Libraiy, is com- 
pletely in his spirit, and would have gieatly delighted 
him. 

His tastes were fastidious, and he never willingly bought 
an inferior thing, but he found his income ample for his 
own moderate needs, and drew on it lar«^oly for the benefit 
of iill his fiiend.s. His resources were imich increased by 
the sale of tlie " Ao;e of Fable," the most popular of those 
compilations for jouiig readers which he enjoyed so much 
prepiuiug. Certainly no fairy prmt nor mythical hero 
could have ^lioiu with a brighter lustre tliau this cliarming 
uncle wore lo us in the uenerositv of his irifts and the wit 
and serenity of his temper. His dislike of churlishness and 
any foim of ugliness was a marked instinct ; but, although a 
walk across the CommoTi was apt to nmke him sigh that so 
many strange and pitiable beings should find their way to 
Boston, we were sure that he niight be caught on his home- 
ward way compassionately slipping some money into their 
hands. 

At his boarding-house, my uncle's pkoe was always at 
the head of the table, and among his brothers no one could 
remember when he had not been easily chief. 

He was one of the wardens of King's Chapel, and it is in 
that old church of his ancestors, whose history and litui gy 
interested him deeply, tliat I like best to remember him. 
On Christmas, when the air was fragrant with the wreaths 
of evergreen, we were often with him in his large square 
pew, or lingering, when the service was done, tO see the old 
Apthorp mouiunent and the inscriptions 

"On SUrley's bwHity and on YmmU's prade.** 
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A abort attack of pneumonia in May, 1867, when he 
was seTentj years old, tenainated my uncle's earthly life. 
It was singularly peaceful and uneventful when compared 
with the varying fortunes, the family caiea, and the respon- 
sihle activities of his father, but it was beautiful in its own 
harmonious development, and rich in the happiness it con- 
ferred. 
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Tbz foUoviiig htt, in my gnuid&tfMr't luuidwrili»g|t»M foand mnoiig 
bit papers. Hie Stale Howe in Augusta, Me., is here omitted. 
It is inseribed : — 



PuBuc Bmumrae kbected aitks thx DuiOHa and chdbr the 


DmspnoK ov CHAsue Bramcn. 






BoBtOB . 


. of briek. 


Court House 


do. . . . 


. atone. 




Worcester 


brick. 


Court House aud Town Hall 


Newburj-port 


. brick. 


Court House . 


Cambridge 


bride. 




Boston • 


. briek. 


State Prison ...... 


Charlr<!town . » 


, stone. 




Cambridge . . 


. atone. 




Salem 


brick. 




Cambridge 


. Stone. 


Chapel and Utmwj for Tbeotogicftl Iii> 








Andorer . 


briek. 


Choidies :— 






New North ..... 


Boston 


% . % 

. OEieR. 


New South 


do. . . , 


. stone. 


Gothiek, in Federal St. 


. do. . 


. l.ri.k. 


Catholic, Fnuiklla Flaco 


do. . • 


brtck. 




Fiitofield . 


wood. 




Weymontb 


wood. 


Ditto 


Taunton . . 


, . wood . 


Ditto 


Lancaster 


. brick. 


Insene Hospital . 


Cbarlestown 


. briek. 




Beaton 


''Stone. 


Tlieatro 


B<»ton 


briek. 


Same inbuilt and rnlarijcd 


do. 




Concert Hali, new interior and enlarged. 
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Banks : — 

United States .... 
Miutiiachusctts 

Boston ..... 
Meclmuicks' .... 
I'liion ..... 
A bank in ... . 

Insurance Offices : — 

Suffolk 

Mutual ..... 
New England .... 
Marine 

Schools : — 

Grammar School .... 
2 large school-houses 

Entire Streets : — 

Franklin Place . . . . 
I'ark Place .... 
Colonnade Row in Common Street 



Boston .... brick. 

do stone. 

do. .... brick. 

do. stone. 

do. .... brick. 

. Salem brick. 



Boston .... brick. 

do. .... interior. 
. do. .... stone. 

do stone. 

Boston .... stone, 
do brick. 



Boston .... brick, 
do. .... brick, 
do brick. 



In Washington : — 

Completing the Capitol of the United States. 
Penitentiary Prison. 
Unitarian Church. 



Mr. Elbridge H. Goss. of ^lelrose, ^lass.. has lately contributetl to 
the local newspaper of that town tlie following corrcsjwndcnce, found 
in his collection of aatograjih.s. between my grandfatlier and the Hon. 
Stephen Longfellow, of Maine, then a member of Congres-S, on the sub- 
ject of the decorations for the j)cdiment of the Cai>itol at "Washington. 
Mr. Longfellow, who was the father of the i)oet, wrote a letter of inquirj- 
to the architect as follows : — 

TIOCSE OF REPRESENTATrVES. Feb. 21, 1825. 
Deau Sib, — I have received a letter re«juc9tiiig answers to the following 
questions respecting the ornaments wanted for the pediment of the eastern 
portico of the Capitol. Will you liave the goodness to answer them ? 
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1. In wbat material an tba omamento to 1m eseeuted? 

2. Does the taste of the times lead tu an imitation of andtmi dsdgna for 
aimilar ^uq)u«eH, or must all the nUusious be modertt t 

3. How high is the base of the pediment above the ground ? 

4. li the ground level, andt if «s at altont what dutanoe from the Iwilding 
wonld one take a pontieu for viewing the pediment ? 

ReepeetfuUy year ob't s't, 

ST£Pa£If LOKOFKIXOW. 

CfUBUta ficuivcu, Esq. 

Oa the rerene of the Mune iheet are Mr. Btdfinch's answm : — 

In reply to the written inquiries, I answer : — 

Ist. That the material of the Pediment to be ornamented ie a fine white 

freestone. 

2d. That the object of advertising was to obtain designs in various styles, 
from which to select one. Arttate are allowed to follow thmr taato in thii 
respect, but it ii not in my power to say what will be preferred, only that the 
design should not be ppiplcxid, hut easily comprehended. 

3d. The base line of the Pediment is sixty-five feet from the gronod. 

itfa. A level aveime aa wide aa the BadiaMiit will he in front (rf it to the 
extent of aODfeet ; tbei^plnrewill beinfnllfiewlhewhdeof thiadiatanee; 
and the best point to eiamine it will he about 100 feet in advance of the 
building. 

rroVdtSer't, 

CHABUsa Bui.niica. 



« 
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Blackbnm, Jonathan B., portrait-painter, 

Blaclutone Street, liL 
Hlake. Mm., ilil 

" Bl(K'kiwie of Boston," performance of, 

UIL 

Bomford. (loorge, officer of American 

army, 20|], 204. 2IVL 
Bonner, Pfier, English architect. LIS. 
Boott, Kirk, lot* ; mansion house, 2S<t. 
ItoHtun banks. 120. 
BoHiou Hoard of Health, l.'U. 
BoMoii Hoard of .S«>l«>otnien. 10, 92, 100, 

12T. 121*. VUK K)0, 1^0, lOi 
Boston Bv - laws and Orders," 1801, 

i:lo-i:'~' 
Boston citv government, 120. 
Boston Coninu.n. 50. UL 134, 150, 151, 

I'liK 179, 193, m. 
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UoHton Directory. IK 130^ m 1J2. 

UcMton Female OrpEon ^VsTlum, V&L. 

BoHtoii gardens, tS^5. 

littftUin Hu<t«ani, \'X\. 

BuHtoii iiisunuice cifficeii, I2L 

Boston Lntin .'School, IIL 

BuHtoii Libmry .Society. 102^ \ML 

UfMtoii ( >ven<«-«>nt uf the Poor, IlrL 

Boston |>o|)iilation, lilL. 

Boftton Hclu>ol-liouiti»4, 127. 

Boston Society of Arvhitectii, 1, 

BoNtuii Mtrt>«tJt, iiiiiirov^uientd aud 

cl»ange«. l^H^ 12J>. 
Boston town and city debts, \>Vl, LkL 
Biiston wharvi'8. KtT. I.tx. 
BoHtoniaii .Sx-ivty, li^ 
Botanic Gsirden. ('iuiibri<lge, 212. 
Bowditch. Nathimiel 1^ papers on old 

Boston. 

Bowdoin. •Innit^s, goveniar of Massachu- 
setts, iiSL 

Bowdoin S|uare, Boston. 15^ 'Mj_ 101*. 
i:Ui. llii 

Bowdoin .Stn-ft (Mid<Uecott), 12Ti 140j 
14 J. liUL 

Boy Inventor, The " (M iftlifw Ed- 
wards), by Thomas Bulfiiivh, uliL 

Bnver faniilr. HXI- 

BovUtou. Dr. Zabdiel. LL lO- 

BovUton Market, ]^ LiL 

Bradfonl. , :iJK~^- 

Brattle .Street Church. »M). IIVL 23fL 

Bremor, Frederika, " The Home." ;'»<>'J. 

Bridfit^s, care and ex|>enfM* in building;, 
•J7.S. 

BriKhani, Mr., of Bumstead PLwo, 270. 
•->7». 

British roiTe«-house, 
Broad Alley, HJ. 

Br(M>k.<i, Phillips, Bishop of Maaaachu»«ttA, 
ill 

Brown. Matthew, portrait-])ainter, iiL. 
Brown, .Suitiiel, l!^ 
BuckmiiiHter, Dr.. death of 182. 
Buckniinster. Rev. Jos«ph S.. ISG-IOS, 

mi. HJ2, isi. 

Buildiupi di'si^ed hy Cliarles Bulfinoh 
in New En};liuid, ^ iU-HK^. 11»-127, 
li*l-lW. 274, 2~-'» ; in Washin^irton, 
'-<'>7- .Sf« «7so Appendix. 

Bulfinch, Adino, 11-1(S. 22. lOOj letter 
from, LL 

Bulfinch, Adino (2d). li 

Bulfinoh, Anna. Sfe. 8torer, Anna (Bul- 
iiuchh 

Bulfinch. (liiirleH. ancf^stry, 1 1-^>.'> : birth, 
11 ; chiliilKMxl. ^ ; classmates. iJ. ; 
letters from KurojM*, 4:'i-.'i~ ; marrlapo, 
O'.*, 11} ; leiten* on wedding tour. ".I-SO ; 
pemonftl chanu-teriHtics. il! ; Belectuian. 
Itj 10, Ulj 1<2. Ul! ; method of work, Jii ; 



architectnral libmrr, ^ ; buKine<is 
revewes, 104. KS>-1»0; impris- 

onment for debt. ISS, IW : .Superui- 
tendent of F'i>lic«, lUO. litO ; archiu-ct 
of State Hous«t at Bottton. 1 14; 
reiiidences. \^ 14U, Hii, l^io, L"iS, 
241. 270. 271 ; accident. IST^ h^^l^ I'.'O; 
correspondence relating;' to apiiuiiit iueDt 
at \Viu«lun|>ton. 1 '->*■>-•■> I ] ; appoinUMi ar- 
chitect of the Capitol, Wt. 211; removal 
of family, 22!^22>i; return to Boston. 
2tiii : description of, in old a^, 2S<> ; 
occupations of last years, 21 17 ; death, 
"■'N't; monument. ^t07. '{OS ; portraita, 
^iiilii ;:i»li; autolm^pIiy7l2,iili^ 
42, TOi 71^ 02, iStJ, 18L 101- 
TiP.. 

Bnlfinch. Charles (2d), hirtli. 112. 

214, 242. 24.i. 2<».->, 20t». 272. 270, 2.SJ; 

death. ML 
Bulfinch, Klizabeth. S*e Coolidj^, Eliza- 

heth (Bulfinch). 
Bulfinch, Francis Vanghan. birth. ISti; 

1 242; death. iMLi letters to, 200. 

Bulfinch, Georjre Storer, birtli, 14.>: 1(V3, 

212. 22i 242i 200^ 271^ 27^ 

death, uiliL 
Bulfinch. ffreenleaf. Srf Bulfinch. Rev. 

.Stephen (irwnleaf. D. D. 
Bulfinch. Hannah (Aptborp). 4S^ 'A, r»0. 

70 71. 00. I "2. I4<i. 140; journal, 01. 

104-100. UI H:;. lsT-ll>Q ; letten 

from, 22^. 2oi>. 2.il, 'IM, 2.'>4, 2.'»7-2.'>0, 

272, 27r>. 2IiL ^ letters to. IW. 

212, 22u; description of in old af^, 

2.S> ; death, 280: )x>rtraita, 10. 200. 

iia ; cliaracter. 107^ IIK), 287. 28ti. 
Bulfinch. Jolm, li 
Bulfinch, John (2d), 10^ Li. 
Bulfinch. John Apthorp, M. D., birth. 

isa ; 242, 240, 'Hhu 212 ; death, 

'-fi'^O ; letter from, 2,'».'i. 
Bnlfinch, Juditli. iStt Cooper. Jaditli 

(Bnlfinch). 
Bulfinch, Judith (Colman). IIL 
Bulfinch. Katharine, ItL 
Bulfinch, .Sarah, IiL 

Bulfinch. Rev. Stephen Greeideaf, D. D.. 
birth, l-v^: L LSL lilL 227, 231, 
2-->.".. 27 1 . 2S:!. 2'.>N : de,ith, •><>!) : sonnet. 
21ii; letteni tiTT Twyj-'iO. 2f^'>-2f^;). 272, 
27'i. 277, 2S0, 2t>l, 20.'>. ililL ^ iML 
:u>i'. 

Bulfinch. Sunan (Apthorp), 32. 33, 3!L«9, 
144-I4<i. Irl'); death. IS.') ; letters from, 
14<!-l«i3, lfH}-lS(j : letters to, 51^ .Vi» 
7'i. 7'>. 70, 111. 

Bnlfinch, Susan (2d). Srt Hall. Susan 
(Bultimh). 

Bulfinch, Susan or " Snkev," U!L IML 

Bulfinch, Dr. Thomas, Ij^ 13, 14, 284; 
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death. ^ letters from, 17. 22, 27; 
lett«w to. LL -M, 24i2iL 

Bullinch, Dr. TlwinaB {ZA), LL Ifl. 20, 
;{!>. jti}. :]s-40, (W^ J44, 14(5, liii> : 
ileatir 14:1: K-ttera from, 21 lili ; 
lettem to. T,, 4<l, IlL 15, 7(3, ilL 

Bulftnch. Thuiiuu (•i<l), author of "Agu 
of Fable," etc.. birth, Mil Mu 
\m. 172. 217. 21*7, lAZ, :HX>; death, 
■H12: letters from, 2}i7. 280j 201^ 
aui; letters to. 24fJ.^7, 2oO, 251, 
2(H, 205. 27H5 2SL :g<2; flaMmate«, 
;ilO; Hum written by. 24:{, •-<44. 

Iliilfiiich Harbor. See Gray's Harbor. 

Bulliiic-h iiiatMioii. Uowduin Sjuarv, 'M^ 
<t{. »Hi ILL 174, 271, 2mj 3(N); de- 
scription of. '-^^U-'-jStt. 

Bunker Uill Monument and celebration, 

Burgoyiie, General. UiL 
Bunu, quotation from, 'J^Sit 

Caiml Brid);e, l.'{7. 
Canal of L^int^uedoc, 02. 
Cape Hancock, tki. 

Capitol at Waiihiiigtou, D. C, OjS. 137i 

1112. UK). 2(>:j. 20I2, 200, 21J}^ 2^ 2:i8. 

2.")'.', 2<n.~gii ; hi8tor>' 'uL 'i:^'^->M '; 

decoration of pediment, '-^-tit a/«o 

Appendix) ; alarm of fire, 2ijU; criti- 

ciitniH aiiHwered, lilfii. 
Capitol Hill, lim^ 228j 2^^. 
Carey, Ucv. SamueTlTI, ]^ l£iL 
Cathedral buildini^. Stt Church of the 

Holy Cross. Bonton. 
Ceilinga, flat and concave, acoustic prop- 

ertieii of. Uill. 
Chauning, Rev. William Ellery, D. D., 

110. 1(H», 240, 'ML 
Chantrey. Fnuivis. Hculptor, criticism of 

hix statue of Washington at Buaton, 

•->'->■•{ 

Chardon, Peter. 12, 2811 
Chardon Street, 2«>i 2S0, 2W. 
Charles Hiver Bri3ge. ^ (52, liL 
CharleHtown. First (.'hurvh, 1 17. 
Chase, Bisluip. ^^liiL. 

Che«elden, William, English anatomist 
and surgeon, LL • 

Chevems. Bishop, lli. Uto. 277. 

Chinmev-sweepers, 1112. 

Christ ("hurvh. B.wton, OO, 121^ ITT, 1^2, 
IH.'. 

Christ Church, Cambritlge. STj Uo^ 
Chnn-h Gr<*en. L2i 

Chnrrh i>f the Hcilv Cross, Boston. 1 1'>. 

l:>il 

City Hall, Boston, old. Stf Suffolk Court- 

hoU'4e. 

Citv Hall ground, Washington, 2IkL 
Clark, Alran, 21>U. 



Colman, John, ill. 

Column, Judith. Sft Bulfinch, Judith 
(Colnian). 

Colman. Judith (Hobby). UL 

Colonna<le Bow, 122, lo7, 171). 

Columbia, ship, exiiedition to the North- 
west. 04, 0^, 08, Oili medals to com- 
memorate, (Hi ; '-^11. 
Columbian Centinel," iii 112, 117. 

Columbiau College, Washington. 242, 2tilL 

Combe, George, 2Mt, 2111L 

Comet of 1812. iTiT " 

Commencement at Harvard College de- 
scril>e<l, 17s. 17»: oration of Tlionuts 
Bulfinth (2d), Hi. 211. 

Common Street. Srr Tremont Street. 

Concert Hall, Boston. 12lL 

Cougres* burning ground. 2S<{. 

Constitutional CouTeution, ISJO, ^*m. 2.17. 

Cook. Captain. tiL 

Coolidge, Elizabeth Boyer (afterwanls 

Mrs. Tascar Swett), descril>ed in chiKl- 

hoiKl, 14L 170, lij^; 2au. 
Coolidge. Elizabeth (Bulfinch), QT, Toi 

liML ML lAL 21i; letter to, 22a. 
Coolicige, John Templeman, .Ir., ULL 
Coolidge, Joseph. HtO, 127. '^IL UUL 
Coolidge. Joseph (2d), m njU, LtL likL 

17:1. nn, 191. 2^ 20L 2Tis ; letter 

to. 2sr 

Coolidge. Joseph {M), IM. 

Coolidge Avenue, 8iL 

(%M>|)er. Judith (Bulfinch). liL 

Cooper, Kev. Samuel. II I)., 11)^ 22, 20, 

2S. 1!2, I'lT. 
Coplev (Copeley), John Singleton, 57. 
Copp's Hill, ilL 

Court-house, Newburyixirt, IIS. 

Court-hou.se. Worce.ster. ILii. 

Court .Street, lill 

CraiK-h. Judge William. 2liU. 

Cummings. Charles A., introduction, 1- 

lILllo, 112. 
(^unniugham, Nathaniel, 2fL 

Dawes. Thomas. 1 10- 
Derby. .John. 
l>eraJ- .Street. iiiL 
Hillaway. Mr. and Miss, 280. 
r)om«> of Capitol discussed, ^ilQ. 
Dorchester Neck. Ser South Boston. 
Drake. .Samuel Adamx. i>L 
Drowning of Farm School boys, reflec- 
tions on, -".t.'t '-".Hl- 

East Boston. (LL 

East Bniintree. church removed to. Si, 
Euston. Miss. :H0. 

Eastwicke. (irizzell. or (friselda. Sft Ap- 
tlior]!. Grizzell. or Griselda (East wickeK 

Eaton. Hev. Mr., of Clirist Church. Bos- 
ton, li!2. 
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Iv lipsH of {he Miin (l<snfl). m liLL 
Ediubui^h jjhjHk-i;«w, Dr. Wbytt, Dr. 

RuUierford. etc.. "Jfi. 
Election Day in Boston, recollections of. 

Elgar, J., rommimioner of Pnblic Baild- 

Eliot. Kev. Aiwlrew, D. D., LLL 
Eliot, Daweii. -Vitt. 

Eliot, .Saronel A., mayor of Boston, letter 

from, LtL 
Eliot family, Washin^on. 241^ 2iitL 
En«itler, Fanny. dam'<>r, ^UsL 
Embargo, of l7tM. l£L 
EmbarfTo, of 1H)T, 
Emewon, U. \V., 
Plxvhanffe (^offee-houae, 

Fanonil, Peter, 1 10- 

Fanouil Hall, tU, llft-121, 1.30. 1.30, 100. 

Fatalities to steam Teasels, 
Federal .Street, liL 

Federal Jitreet Church, W}. 122^ VW, IM 
Federal .Street Theatre. Srt Theatre at 

Boston, First (Federal street). 
Follen. Dr. Charles, LJIL 
Fort Hill, liL 

Fortifications, ancient, at Somerville 

(formerly Charlestown). lltL 
Francis. Ker. Con vera. D. D., 'Jl£L. 
Frankland, Sir Harry, 'i^L 
Franklin Archway, fo^ 1111. 
Franklin Crescent. .Sm Franklin Plaoe, 

Boston. 

Franklin Wace, Boston, L §§i H^. 102. 

Franklin Street, IM^ 'Xt^ muuvi 

Fnuiklin Uni, llii. ML 'ML 

Freeman. Kev. James, D. D., .3^«)j 143i 

171. IK'). 240, 
Freeman. .Tonntluin. Lil. 
Freeman, Neheniiuh. letter to. 2()S. 'J 10- 
Freah Ponil, 1 7">. 272. liliL 277. 
Frothingham, " History of Charlestown," 



Fuel, «i 22L 

G.de in New England (1S04). V^. 

Gales and Seaton. editors. '241. 

" (•i-iitleiiiau's Majfittine," 301. 

(JHolojjical Awu»eiiit)i>ti. meeting. 2flrt. 

" (ilejiner."' .*>»■<■ Bowdit^-h. X.ithauiel L 

" (tovenior's Pasture." I lo. 

GranarA-, Old. It is. 

Gray. Captsiin IJolnTt, il'i, til. 

Gray's ilarlMir, Ii7. 

Oretnlenf, Hannah. Str Apthorp. Han- 

u.ih (Greenleaf). 
Gwwiileaf. .Stephen. hi}{h sheriff of Snf- 

fidk County, (jS», 7t>, lOjJj. 104!. 

ir.7. ~^ 



Greenongh's statue of Waabingtoa. 203» 

•jOO, ML iJtti. 
Greenwood. Ker. F. W. P.. D. D.. 2SI. 
" GustavuB Vaaa," performance of, M, 

Hale, Kev. Edward Ererett, D. D., LLL 

Hale, Nathan, editor. 2^ 

HaU, David A . 242, 2«;)j 272, 2TO, 279. 

2>s2, 2S.3, 2?<S, aJO. 
Hanr-Suaan (Bulfinch), birth, 00, 15L 

l.W, llW). 217, 225, 241. 242, 251, 270. 

2><fi; doatHTatiL 
Hallo well, life at, 27^ 211. 
Hancock heirs, SJi. no» Hi. 
Hancock, John, governor of Maasacha- 

setta. 2:{, IML nOi \M. 
Harris, R^v. Thaddeus M., D. I)., 2^2. 
Harris<m, Peter, architect of King's 

Chapel, Ci2. 
HarriMtn, William 11^ president of th* 

U. S., 2J*1L 
Harvard College, 125, 155. l&L 
Hatch. Captain Crowell, tiO. 
Hawaiian Islands, M. 
Hawley Street, IM. 

Hedge, Kev. Frederic Henry, D. D., 268^ 
Mi. 

Hijrtcirisi.il, Mrs., 2ii 23lL 

Higgitwou, .Stephen, IH), 252, 254^ 2«n, 



Uobbv, Judith. >S«e Colman, Jndith 

(Hobby). 
Hollis Street Chureh, fii. 
Houdon, Jean Antoine, French sculptor, 

criticism of his statue of Washington 

at Ivu'hraond, '-^^ 
Howard, James Q., author of paper on 

the Capitol. 'iAX. 
Howanl Street, LIU 

Hunnewell, "Century of Town Life,*' 117. 
Hutchinson Family, 107. ilH. 
HvpothesiH on the soul's influence orer 
"the body. 2iL 

ImprewiofM of France, .'»1-5i- 

Indian Hill Farm, im 

lunsuf (>ld Boston. Green Dragon. Bunch 

of (tra|H>M. etc.. im 
lurMTiptions on Beacon Monument, 8<l- 

!•<>. 

International Keview, 
Ivors, .lames. olL 

Jackson, .\ndrew. president of the U. .S., 

memorial to, 2ti2 : note from. 2*^}. 
JenlouHV of rulers, observations on, 2^>7, 

Jefferson. Tliomas. minister to France 
and president of the U. S., 42^ IQ-J, 
Kh'i : note from. 14;'.. 

.TcfTries. Jolm. M. D.. HQ. 

•Tcnnison. Dr., at Cambridge, l.*^- 
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King's Chapel, Boston. 22. ; separation 
from Protestant Episcuual Church, 08, 
811, iU; church pbte, 4^LiI ; 143, ITli 

185, ^ 240, 287, yyL Jill- 

Ladies of Llangollen, Tlis," liiiL 
Lafayette, Marquis, 42, LLL 
Lamps, regulationa concerning, ^ 132, 

Lancaster, First Chun Ii, 12^ LiQ. 
Lane, Samuel, cotumi^^iuiter of public 

buildings, Mt, 203, 2O0, 2?>l», 210, 

^iia ; letters from, 2<^ ::IL 
Latrobe, Benjamin Ilenrv. architect of 

Capitol at Washiogtou, 0, ll«i, 202- 

2t>4, 200, 207. 214, 215, aM-2;iO, 

2 Hi, ChitrlesBuOmch's impres- 

siciiLs of his pLiiis, 2111, 2LL 
Lectures in Boeton (1S41), "HSL 
Lee, William, ll»:i; letters from. 199,203, 

205, 2091 letters to, 200, 205. 200 ; 

•TTTT 

Legacies from England, 271. 

Lincoln. Bishop of, refutation of Calvin- 

ism, IT". 
Little. Uev. Kobert, 240, 2i3iL 
Lloyd. I>r., and faniilj, 1 70- 
Lluyd. Sir John, LtiL 
London archiun^ture, 101- 
Louiaburg .Siuare, 02, K^. 
I^well. Rf V. CharlSTS. T. D.. £51 
Lowell, James Kussell, quotation from, 

Lowell Institute, ^1- 

Lymau, Theodore, mansion house, 2Sa. 

McCormick, Rev. , Waathington, 

2->n. 

McLean Asvlnm for the Insane, at Som- 
erville (fomierlv Charlestown), 191- 

VX>. 

Maenmb, , 2i!!L 

Madison, James, prerident of the U. S., 

Malbone, muuature painter, 
Mann, Horace. ilOo. 

Mansion honse, Waahington, Tiew of, 

25<t. 

Manufactory Ilonso. UL 

Marlborotich .Strv«'t. fitt Washington 

Street (Marl>M>n>u^h). 
Marriatre, happinem in. 'jTO- 
Marsh Lane. IIL 

Marshall. Eniilv. afterwards Mrs. Wil- 

Ham F. Otis. IQ-J. 
Mursliull. John, chief justice, 2iiL 
Mason Strt'wt. Vi'i. 

MassachuHettji Genend Iloftpital. 5, 126, 

1:17. 191. 1115. liNL 217. 2:£L 2;]1L 
MasSHchuHetts Historical Society, U>2. 
MsMSMchusetts Institute of Technology, 

84, SSl. 



Ma,Sfi;iL-luis*»tts Magazine," Wi. 
"MiusUT Huiinilirey's Clock," 294, 295. 
Me<lal presented to Charles BuIEiich. on 

completion of tirst theatre, IM. 
Medal to commemorate voyage of ship 
I Columbia, liiL 
Memorial U* the President on close of ser- 
vices at Washington, 
Middlecott Street. Stt ilowdoin Street 
i (Middlecott). 
I Middlesex Canal, ILL 
I Middlesex County Jail, 
I Middlesex Court-house, Li^ 
! Mill Bridge, liL 

MUl ( Wk, 12, IIL 
I Mill Pond, PL 13;», LLL 
Mills, , architect, from South Caro- 
lina, 14:}. 

Monroe, James, president of the U. S-, 
l'.>2 : reception in iioston, IWj 19:t ; li»S. 
j 199, 202^ 20^$, 2<)-">--'iiT, l;l)'■^-L' li^. 223. 

241. 249; note from, 24ti ; iiou- to, 247. 
; Motte, Uev. Melli-tli Irving, 258, 2tkl. 

Mount Auburn Cemetery, 'Ml. 
I Mount Vernon Street, ^ 121 

Natural Historv Societv, Boston, 21iL 
Naval llimpital at Norfolk, Va., 260-205. 
New BoHton. 151. 

New North Church, Boston, 110, 121L 
New South Church. 12^ l'J4. 
Noddle's Island. Sft East Boston. 
" North American Review." :'.77. 
North Church. See Christ Church, Bos- 
t4>n. 

Northampton, snmmer at, 270. 
Northeast boundary question, opinions 

on. 289. 2JfcL 
Northwest coast, discoveries on the, 04- 

tiiL 

Old Comer Bookstore. 60. 

OUs, Harrison Gray, 202, ^m^^^ letter 

from. 2U1. 
Otis. James. 1 t.'i. 

''<>! way's Orpliau," performance of, 03. 
Oystermen, l^L 

Paddock. Captain, planter of Paddock 

eln)s. LElL 
Paine. RolH-rt Tnat, Hi. 
P.ilfr»-y. John Gorlmm. 'jm. 2112. 
PrtriH, Htudy of snrtrery at, 17. li*. 
Park Place. Srt Piirk Stre«^t. 
Park Street, ns, liH 
Park Siiv, t Church. OO, 118, llkL 
Parker. Tli.MKlor»». 2110. 
Parknian. Rev. Francis. D. D., 170-172. 

180. ;!00^ .{10; homestead, '-"^'i ; 

father nod tmitbt^r m<>ution**d, 1S'>, 'J^juL 
Patent Office. Washington, iSi2. 
Peabody, Rev. .Vndrew P., 1). 1).. Lii. 
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Penilterton Square, KtH. 

I'enit«*iiti«ry at Waidungtoo, 2SlL 

Pi-nic-o, Ititlian artist, likiL 

I'hillip*, John, mayor of Uaston, \2SL 

PhillipH, WenduU, ILL 

Phillipa Atwleniv. Exet»T, N. llilL 

I'iutara, John Miirden, (i^ 

Pittiifield M«Mttiii(;-hou9e. L^l. 

Point AcluiiiH, liJL 

Pollard, • Ma nnj," 

Poiuonhy family. 1 ''*■'- 

P<M)r, Mni., and otiildrcn, baptizi'd, 

Poor, William, '-J-Vi- 

Port^-r. Ii«>v. EilwanI fi., on dincovery of 

thu Northweitt. UtL 
Portsmouth Flyini; Toaeh, LUL 
Powtill, Chorhti Stuart, mauafiper of first 

theatre in HoM4>h, 1»4. 
Prices of proviMions at Waahing^n, 2^ 
PritfAtli'T, quotation from, '2ifl. 
Pnnc«, Mamhall. 
Prince *« PuHture, LUiL 
ProfvsHors' liow (Kirkland Street, Cara- 

bridp"), 'i~>l. 
Province Houm', UQ. 

Provoost. Sanuiel, Uiahop of New York, 
Public Ganlen, 

Public walkH. advantaf^*^ of, ilL 

Puni|M, iiksiRxtiuu of, 

Pufwyisni. 

Putnam, Rev. George, D. D., '2££L 
Qnef-n Street, 172. 

Quiniy. Jomah. 11-'). 1 '.'S. 2T<1, 808 ; « Mu- 
nicipal History of Boston," LiiL 
Quinry, SuiMm, 11^ 
Quincy Market, 

Hc(;(>nt*ii Quadrant. Ltmdon, 101. 
?kepulilicM. duration of, 'JVl~t. 
Revere. Paul, LLL 
Kovert? Ilouiie, -'>^1. 
Kevolution. recollect ion» of. IL 
Robbia«i. Bilwartl ILi lieutenant^ov«mor 

of 3Iamjichuiiett«, J UL 
Roman amphitheatre and temples at 

Ninu«s. Mi 
Honiani.Hm, |ui|>er on, 21 >7. 
RnpcwitlkH. U2. 
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12tt. 
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Salem Bank. Llll 
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Sar^nt, Daniel. '-^>4. 
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iJlL 
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Description of Boston," 
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Spo<mer, Anna. 2:»'.*, 
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194. 
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1*2, iu(>-ii4, i.{7, 1 .'■<>. 172, \m. -nil. 
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I.V.I. 
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Thacher, Rer. Samuel ('.. L2a- llfcL 
Thayer, Rev. Nathaniel, D. D.. 
Theatre at Bordeaux. 02. 
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IM 

Theatre at Richmond, Va.. burned, 177. 
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in, 75j IL. 

Thornton. Dr.. of W.i.slunjrton. 215, 231. 
Tileston, " Master Johnny," '3^ 
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14;;. 141>. 2i>7, 270. 2LL 
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(\ anghan). 
Vaughan. Uev. John, D. 1)., ulM. 
Vautin, English artist. 

Walter, Thomas U., architect of Ca]Mtol 
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War with England (1812), 180, 181^ ]^ 

186, 187, 18U, iitL 



Ward, tSnsan. .See Apthorp, Susan 
(Ward). 

Washington, George, TO^ TT^ 78^ 7{»i 2^J0^ 

WaMhingU>n, I). C, described, IfN'p. 107, 

217-222: JilbL 
Wasliuigtoii (tardens, B<iston, IlL 
Washington, ship, (t.'>. 
Washington .Sti-eet (Marlborough), 00, 

HI. i.t*;. uo. 

Waterloo Bridge, 27S. 

Waterston family. 14'i. 

Waterston. Hotel. L12. 

Webster, l>aniel. 24Slj Ulfi. 

West Boston, lit. ^ 1;V>. 

West BiwUin Bridge, lii 1^ 187. 

West Church. Boston, LiiL 

West Street. 122. 

Weymouth, luceting-houHe at. I'^T- 

Wheeler, Captain, of Norfolk, Va.. 2«tri. 

Wheelwright, Catharine (Apthorp), 44, 

1 4*> : letters to. I ts, lii. 
White House, Wasliiugtou, liSl. 
Willard. Ashton K.. 1(K>-1(V2, 11(3, 

I ll». 122. r.wt. 2:U. 2li liua. 
Willartl. Rev. Joseph, president of Har- 

var«l College. I. ">•">. 
Willartl. Sdonion. architect, 1'lTt. 24S. 
Wirt, William, attorney - general. 224, 

22-') ; reply to President Monroe, V4~ ; 

eulogy on IVesidcnts Adams and Jef- 
ferson, 2.') 1 . '2l£L. 
Wren. Sir Christopher, SL 
Wyman, Kufus, M. ]>„ Superintendent 

of McLean Asylum, li)4. 
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